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DEDICATION.

T O

Sir JOSHUA REYNOLDS.

MY DEAR SIR,

EVERY liberal motive that can aftuate

an Authour in the dedication of his

labours, concurs in direfting me to you, as

the perfon to whom the following Work

fhould be infcribed.

If there be a pleafure in celebrating the

diftinguiflied merit of a contemporary,

mixed with a certain degree of vanity not

altogether inexcufable, in appearing fully

fcnliblc of it, where can I find one, in com-

a plimcnting



II DEDICATION.
pHmentlng whom I can with more general

approbation gratify thofe feelings ? Your

excellence, not only in the Art over which

you have long prefided with unrivalled fame,

but alfo in Philofophy and elegant Literature,

is well known to the prefent, and will con-

tinue to be the admiration of future ages.

Your equal and placid temper, your variety

of converfation, your true politenefs, by

which you are fo amiable in private fociety,

and that enlarged hofpitality which has long

made your houfe a common centre of union

for the great, the accomplifhed, the learned,

and the ingenious ; all thefe qualities I can,

in perfed: confidence of not being accufed of

flattery, afcribe to you.

If a man may indulge an honeft pride, in

having it known to the world, that he has

been thought worthy of particular attention

by a perfon of the firft eminence in the age

in which he lived, whofe company has been

univerfally courted, I am juftified in availing

myfelf of the ufual privilege of a Dedication,

I when
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when I mention that there has been a long

and uninterrupted friendfliip between us.

If gratitude fliould be acknowledged for

favours received, I have this opportunity,

my dear Sir, moft fmcerely to thank you for

the many happy hours which I owe to your

kindnefs,—for the cordiality with which you

have at all times been pleafed to welcome

me,— for the number of valuable acquaint-

ances to whom you have introduced me,

—

for the no5tes coenaque Deum, which I have

enjoyed under your roof.

If a work fhould be infcrlbed to one who

is mafter of the fubje<fl of it, and whofe

approbation, therefore, muft enfure it credit

and fuccefs, the Life of Dr. Johnfon is,

ith the greateft propriety, dedicated to Sir

, jfhua Reynold?, who was the intimate and

beloved friend of that great man ; the friend,

horn he declared to be ** the moft invul-

rablc man he knew; whom, if he fliould

.vith him, he fliould find the moft

difficulty how to- abufe." You,

a 2 Sir,



iv DEDICATION.
Sir, ftudied him, and knew him well : you

venerated and admired him. Yet, luminous

as he was upon the whole, you perceived all

the fhades which mingled in the grand com-

pofition ; all the little peculiarities and flight

blemiflies which marked the literary Coloflus.

Your very warm commendation of the fpe~

cimen which I gave in my '* Journal of a

Tour to the Hebrides," of my being able to

preferve his converfation in an authentick and

lively manner, which opinion the Publick

has confirmed, was the bed encouragement

for me to perfevere in my purpofe of pro-

ducing the whole of my ftores.

In one refped, this Work will, in fome

paiTages, be different from the former. In

my '* Tour,'' I was almofl unboundedly

open in 'my communications ; and from my
cagernels to difplay the wonderful fertility

and readinefs of Johnfon's wit, freely fhewed

to the world its dexterity, even when I was

myfelf the objed of it. I trufled that I

.ihould be liberally underflood, as knowing

very well what I wa§ about, and by no means

as
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as fimply unconfcioqs of the pointed effedls

of the fatire. I own, indeed, that I was

arrogant enough to fuppofe that the tenourof

the reft of the book would fufficiently guard

pie againft fuch a ftrange imputation. But

it feems I judged too well of the world

;

for, though I could fcarcely believe it, I have

been undoubtedly informed, that many

perfons, efpecially in diftant quarters, not

penetrating enough into Johnfon's charafter,

fo as to underftand his mode of treating his

friends, have arraigned my judgement,

inftead of feeing that I was fenfible of all

that they could obfervc.

It is related of the great Dr. Clarke,

that when in one of his leifure hours he was

unbending himfelf with a few friends in the

moft playful and frolickfome manner, he

obfervec} Beau Naflj approaching ; upon

vrhich he fuddcnly flopped :
—** My boys,

(faid he,) let us be grave : here comes a

fool.*' The world, my friend, I have found

to be a great fool, as to that particular, on

which it has become ncccflary to fpeak very

a 3 plainly.
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plainly. I have, therefore, in this Work

been more referved ; and though I tell nothing

but the truth, I have ftill kept in my mind

that the whole truth is not always to be

expofed. This, however, I have managed

fo as to occafion no diminution of the plea-

fure which my book ihould afford ; though

malignity may fometimes be difappointed of

its gratifications,

I am.

My dear Sir,

Your much obliged friend.

And faithful, humble fervant.

London,

April 20, 179.. JAMES BOSWELL.



ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

FIRST EDITION.

T AT lajl deliver to the world a Work which

I have long pro?nifed, and of which^ I a?n

afraidy too high expeBations have been raifed.

The delay of its publication mujl be imputed, in

^ confiderable degree, to the extraordinary zeal

which has been fiewn by dijlinguijhed perfons

in all quarters to fupply fue with additional

information concerning its illujlrious SubjcB

;

refembling in this the grateful tribes of ancient

nations, of which every individual was eager

to throw a Jlone upon the grave of a departed

Hero, and thus to fiare in the pious office of

ercBing an honourable monument to his memory.

The labour and anxious attention with

which I have colletUd and arranged the

a 4 materials
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materials of which thefe volumes are compofed^

will hardly be conceived by thofe who read them

with carelejs facility. T^he firetch of mind

andprompt afiduity by whichfo many converfac-

tions were prefervedy I myfelf at fome diflance

cftimey contemplate with wonder -y and I mufi

he allowed to fuggejly that the nature of the

worky in other refpeBsy as it conffis of innu-*

merable detached particularsy all whichy even

the mofi minutey I have fpared no pains to

cfcertain with a fcrupulous authenticityy has

occafioned a degree of trouble far beyond that

of any other fpccies of compoftion. Were I to

detail the books which I have confultedy and

the inquiries which I havefound it neceffary to

tnake by various channelsy Ifhouldprobably be

thought ridiculoufiy ofientatious. Let me only

obfervey as afpecimen ofmy troubley that I have

fometimes been obliged to run halfover Londony

in order to fix a date corredlly -, which, when

I had accompUfidedy I well knew would obtain

me no praifiy though a failure would have

been to my difcredit. And after all, perhaps

y

hard as it may bcy Ifijall not be furprized if

omifiions or mifiakes be pointed out with invi-

dious feverity. I have alfo been extremely

carcfid as to the exaBnfs of my quotations

;

holdinz
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holding that there is a refpeB due to the Publick

which Jhould oblige every Authoiir to attend to

thisy and never to prefume to introduce them

rii^ithy
—" I think I have read i"—or^—" If

I remember right;"

—

when the originals may

be examined.

I beg leave to exprefs my warmeji thanks to

thofe who have been pleafed to favour me with

communications and advice in the conduB ofmy

Work. But I cannot fujicicntly acknowledge

my obligations to my friend Mr, Malone, who

was fo good as to allow me to read to him

almojl the whole of my manufcripty and make

fuch remarks as were greatly for the advajitage

of the Work ; though it is but fair to him to

mention, that upon many occajions I differed

from him y andfollowedjny ownjudgement. I

regret exceedingly that I was deprived ofthe be^

Tjeft ofhis revifiony when not more than one half

of the book had paffed through the prfs ; but

after having completed his very laborious and

admirable edition g/' Shakfpcare, yir which he

teneroujly would accept of no other reward but

thatfame which he has fo defervcdly obtained

y

he fulfilled his promife of a long-wlJl:cd-for vifit

fo his relations in Ireland-, from whence his

6
"

f"fc
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fafe return finibus Atticis is defired by :

friends here^ with all the clajjical ardour ^ Sic

te Diva potens Cypri ; for there is no man in

whom more elegant and worthy qualities are

united', and whofe fociety^ therefore, is more

valued by thofe who know him.

It is painful to me to thinks that while I
was carrying on this TForky feveral of thofe to

whom it would have been mofl interejiing have,

died. Such melancholy dijappointments we-

know to be incident to humanity -, but we do

not feel them the lefs. Let me particularly

lament the Reverend Thomas Warton, and

the Reverend Dr, Adams. Mr, Wartoi^,

amidjl his variety of genius and learnings was

an excellent Biographer. His contributions to

my ColleBion are highly ejiimable ; and as he

had a true relijh of my ** Tour to the

Hebrides,'* / truft I JJjould now have been

gratified with a larger fhare of his kind appro-

bation. Dr. Adams^ eminent as the Head of

a College, as a writer, and as a mofl amiable

man, had known Johnfon from his early years,

and was his friend through life. What reafon

I had to hopefor the countenance of that vene--

table Gentleman to this Work^ will appear

from



ADVERT IS EMENT.

from what he wrote to me upon afor?ner occafion

from Oxford^ Nove?nber 17, 1785 :— ** Dear

Sir, I hazard this letterj not knowing where

it will find you, to thank you for your very

agreeable * Tour/ which I found here on my
return from the country, and in which you

have depided our friend fo perfedtly to my
fancy, in every attitude, every fcene and

fituation, that I have thought myfelf in the

company, and of the party almofl: through-

out. It has given very general fatisfadtion ;

and thofe who have found moft fault with a

pafTage here and there, have agreed that they

could not help going through, and being

entertained with the whole. I wifh, indeed,

fome few grofs expreflions had been foftened,

and a few of our hero's foibles had been a

little more fliaded ; but it is ufcful to fee the

weaknefTes incident to great minds ^ and you

have given us Dr. Johnfon's authority that in

hiftory all ought to be told."

Such a fandlion to my faculty of giving a

'ft
reprefmtation of Dr. Johnfon I could not

mccal. Nor will Ijupprefs myfatisfa^ion in

'^e confcioufnefsy that by recordingfo con/idera^

r. .. ^Ttion of the wifdom -".'-^ icit of "the

bii-hr^a
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brighteft ornament of the eighteenth cen-

tury%" / have largely provided for the in-

Jiru^ion and entertainment of mankind.

London, April 20, 1791,

See Mr. Malonc's Preface to his edition of Shakfpearc,

ADVEK-
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TO THl

SECOND EDITION.

^n^HAT I was anxious for the fuccefs of a

Work which had employed much of my

time and labour^ I do not wijh to conceal : but

whatever doubts I at any time entertainedy have

ieen entirely removed by the very favourable

reception with which it has been honoured.

That reception has excited my bejl excrtiojis to

render my Book more pcrfe5i ; and in this endea-

Mr I have had the ajjijiance not only offome of

jny particular friends y but ofmany other learned

J ingenious men, by which I have been ena-

bled to rectify fomc fnijlakesy and to enrich the

Work with many valuable additions. Thefe I

have ordered to be printedfcparately in quarto

y

for the accommodation of the purchafers of the

^^fl editic". ^^'" ^ ^-: permitt:d to fay that

the
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' the typography of both editions does honour to

the prefs of Mr, Henry Baldwin, now Mafer

of the Worfhipful Coinpany of Stationers^

njohom I have long known as a worthy man and

an obligingfriend.

In the Jirangely mixed fcenes of human

exijlence, ourfeelings are often at once pleafing

and painfuL Of this truths the progrefs of

the prefent Work furnijhes a Jiriking inflame.

It was highly gratifying to me that my friendy

Sir Jofhua Reynolds, to whom it is infcribed,

lived to perufe ity afid to give the flrongefl

teflimony to its fidelity ; but before a fecond

editiony which he contributed to improvey could

hefimfhedy the world has been deprived of that

mofl valuable man ; a lofs of which the regret

will be deepy and lafling, and extenfivCy pro^

portionate to the felicity which he diffufed

through a wide circle ofadmirers andfriends.

In refleBing that the illuflrious fubjeB of

this Work, by being more extenfively and inti-

mately known, however elevated before, has

rifen in the veneration and love ofmankind, I

feel afatisfadlion beyond what fame can afford.

We cannoty indeedy too much or too often admire

his
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his ivonderfulpowers ofmmdy when we conjider

that the principal Jiore of wit and wifdom

which this Work contains^ was not a particular

feleSlionfrofn his general converfation, but was

merely his occajional talk atfuch times as I had

the good fortune to be in his company; and^

without doubty if his difcourfe at other periods

bad been colleBed with the fame attention, the

whole tenor oj what he uttered would have bee?i

found equally excelle?jt.

Hisjlrongy clear, and animated enforcement

ofreligion y morality y loyaltyy and fubordination^

while it delights and improves thp wife aiid the

goody willy I trujly prove an ejfe6lual antidote

to that detejlablefophijlry which has been lately

importedfrom France, under the falfe name of

philofophy, and with a maligitant indujiry has

! been employed againjl the peacey good order, and

happinefs offocietyy in our free and profperous

country 'y but thanks be to God, without pro--

ducing the pernicious effects whic/j were hoped

for by its propagators.

It feems to me in my moments of felfcom-

•"^Vy that this extenfive biographical work,

. cr inferior in its nature, may in one

refpedl be nfjimilatcd to the Odyssey.
Afnidjl a thoufand entertaining and injlrudtivc

a epifodes
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epijodes i/je Hero is never long out cf Jight ^

for they are all in fome degree connehed with

him ; and He in the whole courfe ofthe Hif
toryis exhibited by the Authourfor the beji ad^

'vantage of his readers.

—- Quid virtus et quid fapientiapoflit.

Utile propofuit nobis exemplar Ulyflen,

Should there be any cold-blooded and morofe

mortals who really dijlike this Booky I will

give them a Jlory to apply. When the

great Duke of Marlboroughy accompanied by

Lord Cadogany was one day reconnoitering the

army in Flandersy a heavy rain came on, and

they both calledfor their cloaks. Lord Cado^

gan*sfervant a good humoured alert lad brought

bis Lordjhifs in a minute.. The Duke's fer-

i:anty a lazy fulky dog, was fo fuggifhy that

his Grace being wet to the Jkin, reproved

himy and had for anfwer with a grunty *< X
** ca7ne as fajl as I couldy' upon which the

Duke calmlyfaidy " Cadogany Iwould notfor a
*' thoufaiid pounds have thatfellow's temper.^*

There arefome men Ibelieve who havcy or think

they havey a veryfmallJl:>are ofvanity. Such may
fpeak of their literary fame in a decorous fyle

of dijidencc. But I confcfsy that I am fa

formed
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formed by nature and by habit^ that to rejlratn

the effujion of delight y on haviiig obtainedfuch

famey to me would be truly painful. Why then

JJjould Ifuppref it ? Why ^^ out of the abundana

of the heart'' Jloould I not fpeak F Let me

then mention with a warm, but ?20 ijfolent

exultation, that 1 have been regaled withfpon^

taneous praife ofmy work by many and various

perfons eminent for their rank, learning, ta^

lents and accomplijhments ; much of which

praife I have under their hands to be repofitedin

my archives at Auckinlech, An honourable and

reverendfriendfpeaking of the favourable re^

ception of my volumes, even in the circles of

fajhion and elegance,faid to me, ^^ you havemade

them all talk Johnfon,'' Tes, I may add, I

>6^"L'fJohnfonifed the land ; and Itrujl they will

not only talk but think fohnfon.

To enumerate thofe to whom I have been

us indebted, woidd be tcdioufy oJle?2tatious.

J cannot however but name one whofe praife is

uly valuable, not only on account of his know^

udge and abilities, but on account of the mag»

nificent, yet dangerous embajjy, in which he tt

now employed, which makes every thing that

relates to him peculiarly intcrejling^ Lord
Macartney favoured me with bis own copy

f my book, with a number of notes, of which I

have
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have availedmy/elf. On thefirjl leaf Ifound
in his Lordjhip's hand writings an infcription of

fuch high commendationJ that even /, vain as I
am, cannot prevail on myfelf to publijh it.



ADDITIONS to Dr, JOHNSON'S LIFE
RECOLLECTED, AND REC£IV£D

AFTER THE SECOND EDITION WAS PRINTED.

^HE follcwhig very Jolemn and affeSiing Prayer

was found after Dr, Jchnfons deeeafe^ by his

faithful Jervant Mr. Francis Barbery who delivered

it to my worthy friend the Reverend Mr, Strahan^

Vitar of IJlingtony who at my earneji requefl has

Mginglyfavouredme with a copy ofit, which he and

I compared with the criginaL I prefent it to the

world as an undoubted proof of a circumfiance in the

chara^er of my illuflrious friend, which though fome

whofe hard minds I never fhall envy^ mdy attack as

fuperflitiousy will I am fure etidear him more to

numbers of good men, I have an additional, and

that a perfonal motive for prefenting it, becaufe it

fanElions what I myfelf have always maintained and
am fond to indulge,

" April 26, 1752, being after 12 at Night of the 25th*

" O Lord ! Govcrnour of heaven and earth, in

•' whofe hands are embodied and departed Spirits,

" if thou haft ordained the Souls of the Dead to

miniftcr to the Living, and appointed my de-
" parted Wife to have care of me, giant that I

may enjoy the good effcds of her attention and
" miniftration, whether cxcrcifcd by appearance,
'* impulfcs, dreauis, or in any other manner
* agreeable to thy Government. Forgive my
* prcfumption, enligliten my ignorance, and liow-

" ever meaner agents arc employed, grant me the
" blcflrd influences of thy holy Spirit, through
* Jefus Chrift our Lord/' Amen.
Vol. L a m^at



THE LIFE OF
IVhat a^iially followed upon this moft tntereji'mg

piece cf devotion by Johnfony we are not informed i

but ly whom it has pleafed Odd to affii5l in a fimila

manner to that which occafioned it, have certain ex*

perience of benigmnt commimication by drea?ns.

Of Dr. Hurd, Bifliop of Worcefter, Johnfon
faid to a friend i "Hurd, Sir, is one of a fee of men
" who account for every thing fyftematically j for

" inftance, it has been a falhion to wear fcarleC

" breeches ; thefe naen would tell you, that ac

«*^ cording to caufes and effefts, no other we
" could at that time have been chofen." He, how
ever, faid of him at another time to the fam^

gentleman, « Hurd, Sir> is a man wbofe

quaintance is a valuable acquifition/'

That learned and ingenious Prelate it is

well known publiihed at one period of his life

" Moral and Political Dialogues,** with a woefully

whiggifh cail. Afterwards, his Lordfhip hav-

ing thought better, came to fee his errour,

zvid republifhed the work with a more conilitu-j

tional fpirit. Johnfon, however, was unwilling tOj

ailov/ him full credit for his political converfionj

I remember when his Lordfhip declined the ho-

nour of being Archbilhop of Canterbury,, Johnfofl

faid ' { am glad he did not go to Lambeth ; for^

after all, I fear he is a Whig in his heart/

Johnlbn's attention to precifion and clearnefs ifl

exprelTion was very remarkable. He difapproved

of parenthefes ; and I believe in all his volumi

nous writings, not half a dozen of them will be

•found. He never ufed the phrafes the former and

the latter^ having obferved that they often occa-

£onefl
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fioned obfcuiiry; he therefore contrived to cort-

flru6t his fcntences Co as not to have occafion for

them, and would even rather repeat the fanne

words, in order to avoid them. Nothing is more

common than to miftake firnames when we hear

them carclefsly uttered for the firfl; time. To pre-

vent this, he ufed not only to pronounce them

flowly and diflin^Slly, but to take the trouble of

fpelling them j a praflice which I have often fol-

lowed J and which I wifh were general.

Such was the heat and irritability of his blood,

that not only did he pare his nails to the quick ;

but fcraped the joints of his fingers with' a pen-

knife, till they fcemed quite red and raw.

The heterogeneous compofition of human na-

ture was remarkably exempHficd in Johnfon. His

liberality in giving his money to perfons in diftrefs

was extraordinary. Yet there lurked about him
a propenfity to paultry faving. One day I owned

to him that *' I was occafKjnally troubled with a

fit of narrownefsT * Why, Sir, (faid he,) fo am I.

But I do not tell it.* He has now and then bor-

rowed a fhilling of me ; and when I afked for /**

again fcemed to be rather out of humour. A
droll little circumflancc once occurred -, As if he

meant to reprimand my minute exadlnefs as a

creditor, he thus addrelTcd me, " Bofwell, k?id mc
' ::pence j

—

tiot to he repaidJ'

This great inan*b attention to fmall things was

ry remarkable. As an indance of it, he one
ly faid lo me, " Sir, when you get filver in

•• ^': for a guinea, look carefully at it; you may
i'jme curious piece of coin.**

•a 2 Though
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Though a ftern true-born Englifioman and fully

prejudiced againft all other nations ; he had difcern-

ment enough to fee, and candour enough to cen-

fure the cold referve too common among Englifh-

men towards ftrangersj Sir, faid he, two men
' of any other nation who are fhew^n into a room

together, at a houfe where they are both vifitors,

will immediately find fome converfation. But
two Englifhmen will probably go each to a differ-

ent window, and remain in obftinate filence. Sir,

we as yet do not enough underftand the common
rights of humanity.

Johnfon was at a certain period of his life a

good deal with the Earl of Shelburne, now Mar-
quis of Lanfdown, as he doubtlefs could not but

have a due value for that nobleman's adivity of

mind, and uncommon acquifitions of important

knowledge, however much he might difapprovq

of other parts of his Lordfbip's character, which

were widely different from his own.

Maurice Morgan, Efq. authour of the very in-

genious " ElTay on the character of Ealflaff,""^

being a particular friend of his Lordfhip,had once

an opportunity of entertaining Johnfon for a day

or two atWickham, when its Lord was abfent,

and by him I have been favoured with two anec-

dotes.

One is not a little to the credit of Johnfon's can-

dour. Mr. Morgan and he had a difpute pretty

* Johnfon being afkcd his opinion of th's ElTay, anfwcred,

** Why, ^ir, we ftiall have the man come forih again ; and

as he h^s proved FalilafFto be no coward, he may prove lago to

be a very go^d chajafler,"

•o - late
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-" at night, in which Johnfon would not give

ujj, though he had the wrong fide, and in fhort

both kept the field. Next morning, when they

met in the breakfafting-room. Dr. Johnfon ac-

cofted Mr. Morgan thus: " Sir, I have beca

thinking on our difpute laft night

—

Tou vcere in

the right:*

The other was as follows : Johnfon for fpoi t

perhaps, or from the fpirit of contradidlion, eager-

ly maintained that Derrick had merit as a writer.

Mr. Morgan argued with him direclly, in vain*

At length he had recourfe to this device. " Pray,

Sir, (faid he,) whether do you reckon Derrick or

Smart the bed poet ?" Johnfon at once felt him-

felf roufcd j and anfwered, *^ Sir, there is no

fettling the point of precedency between a loufe

and a ilea."

The Rev. Dr. Maxwell's Additional Communications.

*' Speaking of Homer, whom he venerated as

the prince of poets, Johnfon remarked that the ad-

vice given to Diomed by his father, when he fent

him to the Trojan war, was the noblcll exhortation

that could be inllanced in any heathen writer, and

comprifcd in a lingle line :

<y.if» orpifTfvitv, xai uTTfipop^ov t(j.(Ji.vjxi aXXwv

V'liiLii, li i recollect well, is tranllatcd by Dr.

(Jiarkc thus : Jcmpcr appetere prccjiantiffima^ i^

mnibus aliis anteccllci c.

a J He
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"He obferved, " it was a mofl mortifying re-

flexion for any man to confider, what he had done

^

compared with what he might have done:'

" He faid few people had inrelkaual refources
fufficient to forego the pleafures of wine. They
could not otherwife contrive how to fill the inter-

val between dinner and fupper.

"He went with me one Sunday to hear my old
Mailer Gregory Sharpe preach at theJTemple.—
In the prefatory prayer, Sharpe ranted about
Liberty, as a bleffing moft fervently to be im-
plored, and its continuance prayed for; Johnfon
obferved, that our liberty was in no fort of dan-
ger.—He would have done much better, to pray
againfl our licentiou/nefs.

"One evening at Mrs. Montagu's, where a
fplendid company was aflembled, confiding of the
moft eminent literary charaders, I thought he
feem.ed highly pleafed with the refped and atten-

tion that were Ihewn him, and afked him on our
return home if he Was not highly gratified by his

vifit, "No, Sir, (faid he) not highly ^r^^/zj/y^^

;

yet I do not recoiled to have pafTed many even-
ings withfewer cbjeSiions:*

" Though of no high extraflion himfelf, he had
much refpedt for birth and family, efpecially

among ladies. He faid, " adventitious accom-
plifhments may be poflefled by all ranks ; but
one may eafily diftinguiih the born gentlewoman^"

" He faid, <« the poor in England were better

provided for than in any other country of the

kvci^ extent; he did not mean little Cantons, or

petty
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y Republicks. Where a great proportion of the

;
le (faid he,) are fuffered to languifh in helplefs

TAicry, that country inufl be ill policed, and wretch-

?dly governed ; a decent provifion for the poor,

the true tell of civilization.—Gentlcmea

)f education, he obferved, were pretty much the

fame in all countries ; the condition of the lower

Drders, the poor efpeclally, was the true mark of

national difcrimination."

" When the corn laws were In agitation in Ire-

land, by which that country has been enabled not

only to feed itfelf, but to export corn to a large

amount; Sir Thomas Robinfon obferved, that

thofe laws might be prejudicial to the corn trade

of England. " Sir Thomas, (faid he,) you talk

the language of a favage : what, Sir ? v^'ould you

prevent any people from feeding themfelves if by

any honed means they can do it.

" It being mentioned, that Garrick afTiftcd Dr.

Brown, the auchour of the Eftimate, in fome

dramatick compofition, " No, Sir
i (faid John-

fon,) he would no more fuffer Garrick to write a

line in his play, than he would fuffer him to mount

his pulpit."

" Speaking of Burke, he faid, •« It was com-

monly obferved, he fpoke too often in parliament;

but nobody could fay he did not fpeak well,

though too frcquendy and too familiarly."

" Speaking of economy, he remarked, it was

hardly worth while to fave anxioufly twenty pounds

a year. If a man could favc to that degree, fo as

a4 ta
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to enable him to afTume a different rank in fociety,

- then, indeed, it might anfwer fome piirpofe.

" He cbferved, a pri/icipal fource of erroneous
judgement was, viewing things partially and only
on one fide-, as for inftance, fortune-hunterSy when
they contemplated the fortunes >^/); and /^;>^r/z/^-

ly, it was a dazzling and tempting objea 3 but
vi\\t\\ they came to poffefs the wives and their
fortunes together, they began to fufped they had
not made quite fo good a bargain,

^

" Speaking of the late Duke ofNorthumberland
living very magnificently when Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland, fomebody remarked, it would be diffi-

cult to find a fuitable fucceflbr to him ; then ex-
claimed Johnfon, he is only Jit to fucceed him-

" He advifed me, if poffible, to have a good
orchard. He knew, he faid, a clergyman of
fmall income, who brought up a family very re-
putably, which he chiefly fed with apple dump.
}ins.

'* He faid, he had known feveral good fcholars
among the Irifh gentlemen j but fcarcely any of
them corred in quantity. He extended the fame
pbfervation to Scotland.

^

" Speaking of a certain Prelate, who exerted
himfelf very laudably jn building churches and
phrfonage.^houfes

^ however, faid he, I do not
find that he is efteemed a man of much profef-
fional learning, or a liberal patron of it 3—yet, it

is well, where a man poflefles any flrong pofitive
^^celJence.—Few have all kinds of merit belong-

'%
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ing to their charadler. We muft not examine

rnatters too deeply—No, Sir, a fallible being 'voill

fad fome-where.

" Talking of the Irifli clergy, he faid, Swift

was a maa of great parts, and the inftrumcnt of

much good to his country.—Berkeley was a pro-

found fcholar, as well as a man of fine imagination ;

but Ufher, he faid, was the great luminary of

the Irifh church ; and a greater, he added, no

church could boa ft of; at kaft in modern

times.

" We dined tete a tcte at the Mitre, as I was

preparing to return to Ireland, after an abfence

of many years. I regretted much leaving Lon-
don, where I had formed many agreeable con-

nexions ;
" Sir, (faid he,) I don't wonder at it

;

no man, fond of letters, leaves London without

regret. • But remember, Sir, you have feen and

enjoyed 4 great deal—You have feen life in its

highcft decorations, and the world has nothing

new to exhibit.—No man is {^^ well qualifytd to

leave publick life as he who has long tryed

it and known it well. We are always hank-

ering after untrycd fituations, and imagining

greater felicity from them than they can afford.

No Sir, knowledge and virtue may be acquired

la all countries, and your local confcquence will

inakc you fome amends for the intellectual grati-

fications you rclinquilh. Then he quoted tlx

following lines with great pathos.

" He
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" He who has early known the pomps of (late,

" (For things unknown, 'tis ignorance to contennni)

" And after having viewed the gaudy bait,

" Can boldly fay, the trifle I contemn

;

*« With fuch a one contented could I live,

" Contented could I dies''

—

" He then took a moft affeding leave of mc

;

faid, he knew, it was a point o^ duty that called me
away.—" We fhall all be forty to lofe you, faid

he. Laudo tamm'^

From Mr, Langton Iha've thefollowing additional

Particulars,

" Talking reverently of the Supreme Being,

he uttered thefe fentences

:

*' Do you confider. Sir ?

" In the firft place—the idea of a Creator
rnuft be fuch as that he has a power to unmake

or annihilate his creature.

" Then it cannot be conceived that a creature

can make laws for its Creator ^

3 His profound adoration of the Great First Cause
was fuch as to fet him above that " Philofophy and vain de,

ceit," with which men of narrower conceptions have been

infected. I have heard him ftrongly maintain that ** what is

*Vright is not fo from any natural fitnefs, butbecaufe God wills

*• it to be right ;'* and it is certainly fo, becaufe he has predifpofed

the relations of things fo as that which he wills muil be right.

BOSWELL.

" Depend
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" Depend upon it, faid he, that if a man talks*'

of his misfortunes, there is fomething in them

that is not difagreeable to him—for where there

is nothing but pure mifery, there never is any

rccourfe to the mention of it.

—

'* A man mufl be a poor bead that fhould read

no more in quantity than he could utter aloud.

—

*^ imiac in " RafTeias," I fpelt with a c. at the

end, becaufe it is lefs like Englifh, which lliould

always have the Saxon k.

" Many a man is mad in certain indances, and

goes through lifp without having it perceived :

—

for example, a madnefs has fcized a perfon of

fuppofing himfelf obliged literally to pray con-

tinually— had the madnefs turned the oppofite

way and the perfon thought it a crime ever to

pray, it might not improbably have continued

unobferved.

** He apprehended that the delineation o( charac-

ters in the end of the fiift Book of the Retreat of

the ten thoufand was the firft inftance of the

kind that was known.

" Suppofing(faid he) a wife to be of a (ludious

or argumentative turn, it would be very troublc-

me : for inftance—if a woman ftiould continually

.ell upon the fubjed of the Arian herefy.

" No man fpcaks concerning another, evenfup-

pofc ic be in his praife, if he thinks he docs not

hear him, cxaflly as he would, if he thought he

as within hearing.

—

" The applaufe of a finglc human being is of

i^rcat confcnucncc"—This he faid to mc with great

arncftneli
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carneftnefs of manner, very near the time of his de-.

ceafe, on occafion of having defired me to read a

letter addreflcd to him from fome perfon in the

North of England ; which when I had done, and

he afked me what the contents were ; as I thought

being particular upon it might fatigue him, it

being of great length, I only told him in general

that it was highly in his praife 5 and then he ex-

prefled himfelf as above.

" He mentioned with an air of fatisfa(5lion what

Baretti had told him ; that, meeting, in the courfe

of his ftudying Englilli, with an excellent paper in

the Spe6lator, one of four that were written by the

refpedtable DifTenting Minifter Mr. Grove of

Taunton, and obferving the genius and energy

of mind that it exhibits, it greatly quickened his

curiofity to vifit our countiyj as he thought if

fuch were the lighter periodical eflays of our

authours, their produftions on more weighty oc-

cafions muft be wonderful indeed !

—

*' He obferved once, at Sir Jofliua Reynolds's,

that, a beggar in the ftrcet will more readily ailc

alms from a maf^i though there fliould be no

marks of wealth in his appearance, than from

even d.vjt\\-drtficd ivoman'^i which he accounted

for from the greater degree of carefulnefs as to

money that is to be found in women j faying far-

ther upon it, that, the opportunities in general

that they poffefs of improving their condition, are

• Sterne is of a dire(5l contrary opinion. See bis ** Senti-

H^ntal Journey," Article, ** The Mvjhrj\"

much
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much fewer than men have; and adcimgy as he

looked round the company, which confiiled of

men only,—there is not one of us who does not

think he might be richer if he would ufe his

endeavour.

" He may held up that shield againft all his ene-

mies\'—was an obfervation by him on Homer,
when referring to the defcription of the fhield of

Achilles, made by Mrs. Fitzherbert, wife to h'fs

friend Mr. Fitzherbert of Derbylhire, and refpedt-

ed by Dr. Johnfon as a very fine one. He had in

general a very high opinion of that lady's un-

derftanding.

*' An obfervation of Bathurft's may be men-
tioned, which Johnfon repeated, appearing to

acknowledge it to be well founded, namely^

it was fomcwhat remarkable that how fcldom, oa

occafion of coming into the company of any

new perfon, one felt any wilh or inclination to

fee him again.

Once when checking my boafting too fre-

quently of myfelf in company, he fiid to me
" Bofwell, you often vaunt fo much as tc

provoke ridicule. You put me in mind of a

man who was Handing in the kitchen of an inn

with his back to the fire, and thus acceded the

perfon next him, * Do you know. Sir, who I

am V * No, Sir, (faid the other,) I have not

that advantage.' "Sir, (faid he,) I amthe^r^j/

Twalmley who invented the New Floodgate.*'
"^

'.c Billiop of Killaloc on my repeating the ftory

CO
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to him, defended Twalmley, by obferving, that
he was entitled to the epithet of greaf ; for^Virgil
in his groupe of worthies in the Elyfian fields—^

Ilk mams oh patriam pugnando vulnera pajji ; &c.

mentions

Inventus aut qui vltam excoluere per artes.

He was pleafed to fay to me one forenoon when
we were left alone in his ftudy, " Bofwell, (I think,)

.
I am eaficr with you than with almoft any body."
He would not allow Mr. David Hume any

credit for his political principles, though fimilar
to his own

3 faying of him, " Sir, he was a Tory
,by chance."

His acute obfervation of human life, made
him remark, « Sir, there is nothing by which a
man exafperates moft people more, than bydif-
playing a fuperiour ability or brilliancy in conver-
fation. They feem pleafed at the time j but their
envy makes them curfe him at their hearts."

Having found Dr. Johnfon's argument on the
cauie of Jofeph Knight, the Negro, who claimed
and obtained his freedom in Scotland, referred to
Vol. II. p. 591, and of which Caufe an account is
given in the fame Volume, p. 600, I fhall now
communicate it.

« It muft be agreed that in moft ages many
countries have had part of their inhabitants in a
ftate of flaveryj yet it may be doubted whether
flavery can ever be fuppofed the natural condition

of
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of man. It is impoflible not to conceive that

men in their original (late were equal; and very

difficult to imagine how one would be fubjeded

to another but by violent compulfion. An indi-

vidual may, indeed, forfeit his liberty by a crime ;

but he cannot by that crime forfeit the liberty of
his children. What is true of a criminal feems

true likewife of a caprive. A man may accept

life from a conquering enemy on condition of per-

petual fervitude ; but it is very doubtful whether

he can entail that fervitude on his defcendants; for

no man can ftipulate without commifllon for an-

other. The condition which he himfelf accepts

his fon or grand fon perhaps would have rejeded.

Ifwe fhould admit, what perhaps may with more
realbn be denied, that there are certain relations

between man and man which may make (lavery

neceflary and juft, yet it can never be proved that

he who is now fuing for his freedom ever flood in

any of thofe relations. He is certainly fubjedl by

no law, but that of violence, to hisprelent mailer;

who pretends no claim to his obedience, but that

he bought him from a merchant of flaves, whofe

right to fell him never was examined. It is faid

that according to the conftituiions of Jamaica he

was legally enflaved ; thcfe conftitutions arc

merely pofitive ; and apparently injurious to the

rights of mankind, becaufe whoever is cxpofcd to

•falc is condemned to flavery without appeal ; by-

whatever fraud or violence he might have been

originally brouglu into the merchant's power. In

tur own time Prli.cc;> have been fold, by wretches

t9
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to whole care they were entrufted, that they might
have an European education; but when once they

were brought to a market in the plantations, little

would avail either their dignity or their wrongs.

The laws ofJamaica afford a Negro no redrefs. His
colour is confidered as a fufficient teftimony againft

him. It is to be lamented that moral right fliould

ever give way to political convenience. But if

temptations of interefl are fometimes too ftrong

for human virtue, let us at leaft retain a virtue

where there is no temptation to quit it. In the

- prefent cafe there is apparent right on one fide,

and no convenience on the other. Inhabitants of

this ifland can neither gain riches nor power by

taking away the liberty of any part of the human
fpecies. The fum of the argument is this -, No
man is by nature the property of another : The
defendant is,therefore, by nature free : The rights

of nature muft be fome way forfeited before they

can be juflly taken away : That the defendant has
' by any afl forfeited the rights of nature we require

to be proved -, and if no proof of fuch forfeiture

can be given, we doubt not but the juftice of the

court will declare him free."

I record Dr. Johnfon's argument fairly upon
this particular cafe; where, perhaps, he was in cnc

right. But I beg leave to enter my mofl folemri

proteft againfh his general doftrine with refped to

the Slave Trade, For I will refolutcly fay : that his

unfavourable notion of it was owing to prejudice,

and imperfed, or falfc information. The wild and

dangerous
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dangerous attempt which has for fome time been

perfifted in to obtain an adl of our Legiflature, to

aboliOi fo very important and neceflary a branch

of commercial interefl, mud have been crufhed

at once, had not the infignificance of the zealots

who vainly took the lead in it, made tiie vail body

of Plantersi^ Merchants, and others, whofe

immenfe properties are involved in that trade, rea-

fonably enough luppofe that there could be no dan-

ger. The encouragement which the attempt

has received excites my wonder and indig-

nation ', and though fome men of fuperiour abili-

ties have fupported it ; whether from a love of

temporary popularity, when profperous ; or a love

of general mifchief, when defperate; my opinion is

linlhaken. To abolifh ay?i^/;^j-, which in all ages

God hai faniflioned, and man has continued,

would not only be rcbhery to an innumerable

clafs of our fellow-fubje(5ls ; but it would be

extreme cruelty to the African Savages, a portion

of whom ic faves from mafTacre, or intolerable

bondage in their own country, and introduces into

a much happier (late of life ; efpecially now when

their paflfage to the Weft-Indies and their treat-

ment there is humanely regulated. To abolifli

that trade would be to

" fhut the gates of mercy on mankind."

Whatever may have paflcd elfewherc concern-

ing it. The House of Lords is wife and inde-

pendent ;
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Tntaminatis fulget honorihus ;

Neefumit aut ponit feeures

Arbitrio popularis aura,

I have read, converfed, and thought much upoA
the fubje(^, and would recommend to alll who arc

capable of convidion, an excellent Tradl by my
learned and ingenious friend John Ranby, Efq. en-

titled " Doubts on the Abolition ofthe Slave Trade/*

To Mr. Ranby's " Doubts," i will apply Lord
Chancellor Hardwicke's expreflion in praife of a

Scotch Law Book, called ' Dirleton*s Doubts/
*^ HIS DoubtSy (faid his Lordfhip,) are better than

mofl people's Certainties,'*

My Readers will probably be furprifcd to hear

that the great Dr. Johnfon could amufe himfelf

with fo (light and playful a fpecies of compofition

as a Charade. I have recovered one which he

made on Dr. Barnard^ now Lord Bifhop of Kil-

laloe 3 who has been pleafed for many years to treat

me with fo much intimacy and focial eafe, that I

may prefume to call him not only my Right Reve-

rend, but my very dear Friend. I therefore with

peculiar pleafure give to the world a juft and

elegant compliment thus paid to his Lordfhip

by Johnfon.
Charade.

" My/r/^^fhuts out thieves from yourhoufeor

your room,
*^ My fecond'^ expreffes a Syrian perfume.

^« My whole ^ is a man in whofe converfe is fhar'd,

*^ TheftrengthofaBar, andthefweetnefsof Nard/*
• Bar. » Nard, » Barnard.

Johnfon



Dr. Johnson. m
Johnfon afkcd Richard Owen Cambridge, Efq.

if he had read the Spanifh tranflation of Salluft,

faid to be written by a Prince of Spain, with the

afliftance of his tutor, who is profefledly the

authour of a treatife, annexed on the Phoenician

language.

Mr. Cannbridge comnnended the work particu-

larly, as he thought the Tranflator underftood

his authour better than is comnaonly the cafe with

Tranflators. But faid, he was difappointed in

the purpofe for which he borrowed the book;

to fee whether a Spaniard could be better fur-

nilhed with infcriptions from monuments, coins,

or other antiquities which he might more pro-

bably find on a coaft, fo immediately oppofite

to Carthage, than the Antiquaries of any other

countries. Johnson, " I am very forry you

was not gratified in your expedlations." Cam-
bridge, " The language would have been of

little ufc, as there is no hiftory exifling in that

/^uc to balance the partial accounts which

Roman writers have left us.** Johnson*,

so Sir. They have not been partial^ they

e told their own (lory, without Ihame or re-

gard to equitable treatment of their injured

nemyi they had no compunction, no feeling

!br a Carthaginian. Why, Sir, they would never

nave borne Virgil's defcription of i^neas's treat-

Hcnt of Dido, if (he had not been a Carthaginian."

I gratefully acknowledge this and other com-
Tiunications from Mr. Cambridge, whom, if

i beautiful villa on the banks of the Thames,

I few miles diftant from London, a numerous

*b a and
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and excellent library, which he accurately knows
and reads, a choice colle6tion of pidlures, which
he underftands and relilhes, an eafy fortune,

an aoiiable family, an extenfive circle of friends

and acquaintance,, diftinguifbed by rank, fafhion

and genius, a literary fanne,. various, elegant,

and ilill increafing, colloquial talents rarely to

be found, and with all thefe means of happinefs^

enjoying, when well advanced in years, health

and vigour of body, ferenity and animation of

jpind, do not entitle to be addreffed fortunate

Jenex! I know not to whom, in any age, that

cxprefTion could with propriety have been ufed.

Long may he live to hear and to feel it!

Johnfon's love of little children, which hcj

difcovered upon all occafions, calling themj

*« pretty dears," and giving them fweetmeats,

was an undoubted proof of the real humanity

and gentlenefs of his difpofition.

His uncommon kindnefs to his fervants, and

ferious concern, not only for their comfort in this

World, but their happinefs in the next, was

another unqueftionable evidence of what all^

who were intimately acquainted with him, knew

tx) be true.

Nor would it be juft, under this head, to omit

tlie fondnefs which he fhewed for animals which

he had taken under his protedion. I never flialJ

forget the indulgence with which he treated

Hodge his cat: for whom he himfelf ufed to

go out and buy Oifters, left the fervants having

that trouble fhould take a diQike to the poor

creature. I am, unluckily, one of thofe whc

have an antipathy to a cat, fo that I am uneaf)

whei
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'wlien in the room with one, and I own, I frequently

fiiSered a good deal from the prefence of this

fame Hodo^e. I recolledb him one dav feram-

bling up Dr. Johnfon's bread, apparent!)'' with

much fatisfadlion, while my friend fmiiing and

half-whiflling, rubbed down his back, and pulled

him by the tailj and when I obfervcd he was

a fine cat, faying, *< why yes, Sir, but I have had

cats whom I liked better than this,*' and then

as if perceiving Hodge to be out of countenance,

adding, " but he is a very fine car, a very line

cat indeed.*'

He thought Mr. Beauclerk made a fhrewd

and judicious remark to Mr. Langcon, who,

after having been for the firft time in company
with a well known wit about town, was vvarmly

admiring and prailing him, '* See hiirc-agfOT,"

faid Beauclerk.

His refpeft for the Hierarchy, and paniLUi.uiy

,c Dignitaries of the Ch-jrch, has been more
.an once exhibited 1 courfc of this work.

Mr. Seward faw him prefented to the Arch-

Bi^op of York, and defcribed his Bozo to an

Arch BisMOP, as fuch a (ludcd dabomrir^n of

homage, fucii an exrcnfion of lin.l

flexion of body, as have fcldom or ever Lcca

equalled.

1 c»;nnot help mentioning without! much regret,

that by my own negligence I Jofl an opportunity

.r having the hiftory of my family from its founder

rhomds Hofwell, in 1504, recorded and illuflratcd

ijy Johnfon's pen. Such was his goodnefs to me,

that when !• prcfumcd to folicit him for fo great

*b 3 a favour.
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3 favour, he was pleafed to fay, " let me have all

the materials you can coUefl, and I will do it

both in Latin and Englifh ; then let it be printed

, and copies of it be depofited in various places for

fecurity and prefervation." I can now only do

i ..y . the beft I can to make up for this lofs, keeping

my great Mafter fleadily in view. Family hif-

tories, like the imagines majorum of the Ancients,

excite to virtue ; and I wifh that they who really

have blood, would be more careful to trace and

afcertain its courfe. Some have afFeded to laugh

at the hiflory of the houfe of Yvery : it would be

well if many others would tranfmit their pedigrees

to pofterity, with the fame accuracy and generous

^eal, with which the Noble Lord, who compiled

that work has honoured and perpetuated hia

anceftry.

A CHRO.
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[N. B. To thofe which he himfelf acknowledged is added

ackno'wl. To thofe which may be fully believed to be his from

internal evidence, is added intern, efvid,^

1735. \ BRJDGEMENT and tranflation of Lobo's Voyage
•^*' to Abyflinia. acknonvl.

1738, Part of a tranflation of Father Paul Sarpi's Hiftory of the

Council of Trent, acknonvl,

[N. B. As this work after fome fheets were printed, fuddenly

(lopped, I know not whether any part of it is now to be found.]

For the Gentleman*s Magazine

»

Preface, intern, e^id.

Life of Father Paul, adnvwl,

1739. A complete vindication of the Licenfer of the Stage from

the malicious and fcandalous afperfions of Mr.Brooke,

authour of Guftavus Vafa, acknowul.

Marmor Norfolcien/e : or, an Effay on an ancient prophe-

tical infcription in monkifh rhyme, lately difcovered

near Lynne in Norfolk; by Probus Britanni-
cus. ackno<wi.

For the Gentleman s Magazine*

Xifc of Boerhave. ackno'Ml,

Addrefs to the Reader.

Appeal to the Publick in behalf of the Editor, intern, ei'id,

Confidcrations on the cafe of Dr. Trapp's Sermons

;

a plaufible attempt to prove that an authour's work
jnay be abridged without injuring his property, ac^

kncnxil,

• I do not here include bis Poetical Work* ; for, excepting hi* LatinTrinf.

lation of Pope's MrHiah, his London, and his Vanity of HumanWiflies, imi^

fated from Juvenal j his Prologue on the opening of Drury-Lane Theatre by

Mr. Garrick, and his Irenr, a Tragedy, they arc very numerous, and in gc^

jieral fhort ; and I have promifcd a comi letc edition of them, in which ) fhalj

with the utmoft care afccrtaia their autiicattcityi and iiluftratc th<^m with

jMUi and various readings.

•^ 4 1740.
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J 740, For the Qentlemans Magazine,

Preface, intern, enjid^

Life of Admiral Drake, acknonvL

Life of Admiral Blake, ackijoixjl.

Life of Philip B^rretier. ackm^wh
Eflay on Epitaphs. ackr/0K.vL

t74^» -^^^ ^^^ Gentleman s Magazine,
Preface, intern, e'vid,

A free tranflation of the Jefts of Hierocles, with an in^
trod^dion. intern^ en;id. »

J)ebateon the Humble Petition and Advice of the Rump
Parliament to Cromwell in 1657, to affume the Title
of King; abridged, methodized and digeRed,
intern, evid.

Tranflation of Abbe Guyon's Differtatlon on the Ama,
zons. intern, evid^

Tranflation of Fontenelle's Panegyrick on Dr. MorL.,
intern^ eiiid,

?743. ^0^ the Gentleman s Magazine,
Preface, intern, evjd.

ElTay on the Account of the Condud of the Duchefs of
Marlborough, ackno^l.

An Account of the Life of Peter Burman. adnoiu/.
The Life of Sydenham, afterwards prefixed to Dr. Swan's

Edition of his Works, acknoivl.

?ropofaIs for Printing Bibliotheca Harleiana, or a Cata,
logue of the Library of the Earl of Oxford, after,
wards prefixed to the firftVolume of that Catalogue,
jn which the Latin Accounts of the Books were
written by him. ackdonvl.

Abridgement ihtitled. Foreign Hiftory, intern, e-jid.

ElTay on the Defcription of China, from the French of
Du Halde. intern, e'vid,

1745. Dedication to Dr. Mead ot Dr. James's xMedicinal Dic^
tionary. intern, e^vid.

For the Gentleman's Magazine,
Preface, intern, e-uid.

JParliamentary Debates, under the Name of Debates m
the Senate of Lilliput, from Nov. 19, 1740, to Feb,
aJ, 1742-3^ inclufive. ackno^wl,

Conflderationi
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Confiderations on the Difpute between Croofaz and

Warburton on Pope's Eflay on Man. intertr^ enjiu.

A Letter announcing that the Life of Mr. Savage was

fpecdily to be publifhed by a Perfon who was i'avour-

ed with his Confidence, idem, e'vid.

Advcrtifemcnt for Ofborne concerning the Harleian Ca»

talogue.

1744. Life of Richard Savage, achnoivl.

Preface to the Harleian Mifcellany. odnoiuU

For the Gentleman s Ala^czi/je.

Preface, intern, rvid,

^745. Mifcellaneoiis Obfervations on the Tragedy of Macbeth,

with remarks on S-irT. H.'s (Sir Thomas H.mmer's)

Edition of Shakfpeare, and Propofals, for a new
Edition of that Poet, acknoivl.

7. Plan for a Didionary of th^ English Language, ad,

drcfled to Philip Dormer Earl of Chelterfield^

ackno'wl.

J 748. Life of Rofcommon in the Gentleman's Magazine, ac^

kno'jol.

For DodJIe/s P.iECEPToR,

Preface. adnoivL

Vifion of Theodore the Hermit, ackno^vl.

J750. The Rambler, the firlt Paper of which was publinied

20th of March this Year, and the laft 1 7th of March

1 7 5^2, the Day on which Mrs. Johnfon died, achio'wl.

Letter in the General Advertifer to excite the attention

of the Pu'.)!ick to the Performance of Cornus, which

was next Day to be afted at Drury-Lane Playlioufe

for the Benefit of Milton's Grand.ughter. acknonvl.

Preface and Polifcript to Lauder** Pamphlet in-

\ 'An EiTi" on Milton's Ufc and Imitatiom

': Motlcrns in his Paradifc J,- ft, achvo-njL

ji.Liicof Cheynclin ihc Mifcellany called*' The Student."

adnvwt.

letter for Lauder, addrcfTed to the Rcv«rend Dr. John
n :/,1aH, acknowle.l^ing his Fraud concerning MiU
tun in Terms of fuirabic Contrition, ackno^vf,

pcdit ation 10 the Earl of Middlcfcx of Mrs. Charlotte

Lennox'* " Female Qvixotc."

a
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1755. Dedication to John Earl of Orrery, of Shakfpcarc Illuf-

trated, by Mrs. Charlotte Lennox.

During this and the following year he wrote and gave

to his much loved friend Dr. Bathurft the Papers in

the Adventurer, figned T. acknonvl,

11$^. Life of Edw.Cave in theGentleman's Magazine, adnanjoh

1755. A Dictionary, with a Grammar and Hiftory, of the

English Language. acknonuL

An Account of an Attempt to afcertain the Longitude at

Sea, by an exaft Theory of the Variations of the

Magnetical Needle, with a Table of the Variations

at the moil remarkable Cities in Europe from the

Year 1660 to i860. ackmwL This he wrote for

Mr. Zachariah Williams, an ingenious ancient Welch

Gentleman, Father of Mrs. Anna Williams whom
he for many Years kindly lodged in his Houfe. It

was publifhed with a Tranflation into Italian by

Signor Baretti. In a Copy of it which he prefented

totheBodeian Library at Oxford, is pafted a Cha-

rafter of the late Mr. Zachariah Williams, plainly

written by Johnfon. intern, evici,

1756. An Abridgement of his Diftionary. acknoivL

Several Effays in The Univerfal Vilitor, which there is

fome difficulty in afcertaining. All that are marked

with two Afterifks have been afcribed to him, al-

though I am confident from internal Evidence, that

we Ihould except from thefe ** The Life of Chau-

cer,'' ** Refiedtions on the State of Portugal," and
«• An Efliiy on Architedure :" And from the fame

Evidence I am confident that he wrote ** Further

Thoughts on Agriculture," and ** A Differtation on

the State of Literature and Authours." The Differ-

tation on the Epitaphs written by Pope he afterwards

acknowledged, and added to his " Idler."

Life of Sir Thomas Browne prefixed to a new Edition of

his Chriftian Morals, achionvl*

In the Literary Magazine ; or, Uni'verfal Re'vienv, whick

began in January 1756.

His Original EJfays are

preliminary Addrefs, intern, enjid.

An Jntroduftion ,to the Political State of Great-Britain,

intern, e^uid. Remarks
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Remarks on the Militia Bill, intern, enjid.

Obfervations on his Britannick Majefty's Treaties with

the Emprcfs of Ruflia and the Landgrave of Heffc

CaflTel. i'!ttni. e'vU.

Obfervations on the Prefent State of Affairs, intern, ennd,

Menioirs of Frederick III. King of Pruflia. intern. e<vid.

In the fame Magazine his Re^vtcwi are of the following

Books

:

«' Birch's Hlftory of the Royal Society.**—" Browne's

Chriftian Morals."—*' Warton's Eflay on the Wri-

tings and Genius of Pope, Vol. I."—•* Hampton's

Tranflation of Polybius."—" Sir Ifaac Newton's

Arguments in Proof of a Deity."—•* Borlafe's

Hiflor)^ of the Ifles of Scilly."—** Home's Experi-

ments on Bleaching."—"Browne's Hiftory of Ja-

maica."—" Hales on Diftilling Sea Waters, Ven-

tilators in Ships, and curing an ill Tafte in Milk."

—

«* Lucas's Eflay on Waters."—" Keith's Catalogue

of the Scottilh Bifliops."—" Philofophlcal Tranf-

aaions. Vol. XLIX."—«* Mifcellanics by Elizabeth

Harrifon."—** Evans's Map and Account of the

Middle Colonies in America."—" The Cadet, a

Military Treatife."—" The Condud of the Mi-

niftrj' relating to the prefent War impartially ex-

amined." intern, ewid.

" Mrs. Lennox's Tranflation of Sully's Memoirs."—
•' Letter on the Cafe of Admiral Byng."—'* Ap-
peal to the People concerning Admiral Byng."—

.

*« Hanway's Eight Days Journey, and Eflay on

Tea."—" Some further Particulars in Relation to

the Cafe of Admiral Byng, by a Gentleman of Ox-

ford." acknoiul.

Mr. Jonas Hanway having written an angry Anfwer to

the Review of his Eflay on Tea, Johnfon in the

fame ColIcd\ion made a Reply to it. acknoujL This

Ss the only Inftance, it is lielicveJ, when he conde-

fccndcd to take Not.cc of any Thing that hail l>ecn

written againfl him ; and here hik chief Intention

fcems to have been to make Sport.

Dedication to the Earl of Rochford of, and Preface to,

I Mr.
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Mr. Payne's Introduaion to the Game of Draughts*
ochionjol,

Introdiidtlon to the London Chronicle, an Evening Paper
which /till fubfifls withdeferved credit, ackno^wl,

1757. Speech on the Subjedof an Addrefs to the Throne after
the Expedition to Rochefort; delivered by one of his
Friends in fome publick Meeting : it is printed in
the Gentleman's Magazine for Odober

1 7 85
.• intern,

e<vid.

The two firft Paragraphs of the Preface to Sir William
Chambers's Defigns of Chinefe Buildings, &c.

1758. The Idler; which began April 5-; in this fear, and was
continued till April 5, 1760. ^c/J/?ow/.

An Efl'ay on the Bravery of the Englifli Common Soldiers

wi)s added to it when publiihed in Volumes, ac^
knovji.

1759. RaOelas Prince of Abyflinia, a Tale, ackno-wh

Advertifem^nt for the Proprietors of the Idler againft

certain
'
Perfons who pirated thofe Papers as they

came out fingly in a Newfpaper called theUniverfal
Chronicle or Weekly Gazette, intern, e-vid.

For Mrs. Charlotte Lennox's Englifli Verfion of Bru-
moy,-^** A Diflertation on the Greek Com.edy,"
and the General Conchifion of the Book. i7itern. enjid,

Jntrodudion to the World Difplayed, a Colkftion of
Voyages and Travels, ackno'tvl.

Three Letters in the Gazetteer, coricerning the beft Plan
for Biackfriars Bridge, adnonvl.

1760. Addrefs of the Painters to George III. on his Acceilion Xq
the Throne, intern, e-jid.

Dedication of Baretti's Italian and Englifh Diaionary to

the Marquis of Abreu, then Envoy-Extraordinary
from Spain at the Court of Great-Britain, intern,

evid.

Review in the Gentleman's Magazine of Mr. Tytler's

actate and able Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots.

Introduaicn to the Proceedings of the Committee for

Cloathing the French Prifoaers. [acknonjuL

l']6u Preface to Roll's Didionary of Trade and Commerce,
acknQiJol^

Corredions
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Corre<5^ions and Improvements for Mr. Gwyn the Arclu-

teft's Pamphlet, intitled " Thoughts on the Coro-

nation of George III. ackuo-wl,

1' 'i. Dedication to the King of the Reverend Dr. Kennedy's

Complete Syftem of Aftronomical Chronology, un-

folding the Scriptures, Qtiarto Edition, acknoial.

Concluding Paragraph of that Work, intern, evid, .

Preface to the Catalogue of the Artifts' Exhibition, i.wern*

e'vid^

J 765. Charader of Collins in the Poetical Calendar, publifhcd

by Fawkes and Woty. ackno-xol.

Dedication to the Earl of Shaftelhury of the Edition of

Roger Afcham's Englifh Works, publiflicd by the

Reverend Mr. Benner. acknonuL

The Life of Afcham, alfo prefixed to. that edition.

ackncnvi.

Review of Telemachus, a Mafque, by the Reverend

George Graham of Eton College, in the Critical

Review, acknoijul.

Dedication to the Queen of Mr. Hoole's Tranflation of

Taflb. ackno<wL

J 765. Account of the Detedion of the Impofture of the Cock-

Lane Ghod, publilhed in the Newfpapers and Gen-
tleman's Magazine, cckno^wl,

1764. Part of a Review of Grainger's ** Sugar Cane, a Poem,"

in the London Chronicle. adno^joL

Review of Goldfmiih's Traveller, a Poem, in the

Critical Review. acknoiuL

176J. The Plays of William Shakfpeare, wiiii xN.jtes, ockno'u^L m

1766. The Fountains, a Fairy Tale, in Mrs. Williams'*

Mifcellanies. acknoioL

i-'67. Dedication to the King of Mr, Adams's Trcatifc on tUe

Globes, acknvwh

1769. Charadcr of the Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge, ia

the London Chronicle, acknonjjl,

:77o. The Falfc Alarm, ackmnjol.

,--7 1 Thf^ughts on ihc late Tranfact-ons r^rjcl-n'^ ra!Lland*»

lilandf. acknonuL

1^72. JJcfcnce of a Schoolmaftcr; uictatca to mc i r me Houfc

of Lords, ackfionxil.

Argument in Support of the Law of Vkieut Iniromijpon ;

di(ftatci
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didatcd to me for the Court of Scfllon in Scotland*

acknonjol,

1773. Preface to Macbean's * Didlionary of Ancient Geo*

graphy." acknouol.

Argument in Favour of the Rights of Lay Patrons ; dila-

ted to me for the General Affembly of the Church

of Scotland. ackmnjoL

1774. The Patriot. acknoivL

i^^l^. A Journey to the Weftern Iflands of Scotland, acknoivl,

Propofals for publifhing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte

Lennox, in Three Volumes Quarto, acknoijol.

Preface to Baretti's Eafy Leffons in Italian and Englilh.

intern, e^vid.

Taxation no Tyranny ; an Anfwer to the Refolutions and

Addrcfs of the American Congrefs. acknonjol.

Argument on the Cafe of Dr. Memis ; di<5lated to me for

the Court of Seffion in Scotland, acknonui.

Argument to prove that the Corporation of Stirling was

corrupt ; diftated to me for the Houfe of Lords, ac*

kno'wl,

1776. Argument in Support of the Right of immediate, and

perfonal reprehenlion from the Pulpit ; didated to

me. acknoijol,

Propofals for publifhing an Analyfis of the Scotch Celtick

Language, by the Reverend William Shaw. acknonjoK

1777, Dedication to the King of the Pofthumous Works of Dr.

Pearce, Bifhop of Rochefter. acknoiuh

Additions to the Life and Charader of that Prelate ; pre-

fixed to thofe Works, acknonvi.

Various Papers and Letters in Favour of the Reverend

Dr. Dodd. acknouuL

1780. Advertifement for his Friend Mr. Thrale to the Worthy
Eleftorsof the Borough ofSouthwark. acknonvL

The firft Paragraph of Mr. Tliomas Davies's Life of

Garrick. ackno-wl,

1781. Prefaces Biographical and Critical to the Works of the

mofl eminent Englifh Poets; afterwards publifhed

with the Title ofLives of the Englilh Poets. acknotjjL

Argument on the Importance of the Regiftration of Deeds;

di<^tated to me for an Election Committee of the

Houfe of Commons, ackm'wh

Oxx



OF Dr. JOHNSON'S PROSE ^'ORKS. xxxi

On the Diftinftion between Tory and Whig ; diflated

to me, ackncTi^vL

On Vicarious Puniihments, and the great Propitiation for

the Sins of the World, by Jesus Christ ; didlaced

to me. ackvonx'l.

Argument in Favour of Jofeph Knight an African Negro,

who claimed his Liberty in the Court of Seflion in

Scotland, and obtained it ; diflated to me. acknoijol.

Defence of Mr. Robertfon, Printer of the Caledonian

Mercury, againft the Society of Procurators in

Edinburgh, for having inferted in his Paper a ludi-

crous Paragraph againft them ; demonftrating that it

was not an injurious Libel; dictated to me. ackno<wL

1782. The greateft Part, if not the whole, of a Reply, by the

Reverend Mr. Shaw, to a Perfon at Edinburgh of

the Name of Clark, refuting his arguments for

the authenticity of the Poems publifhed by Mr.

James Macpherfon as Tranflations from Oflian. i«-

tern, rvid,

1784. Lift of the Authours of theUniverfal Hiftory, depofited

in the Britifti Mufeum, and printed in the Gentle-

man's Magazine for December this Year. acknoiuU

Various Tears,

Letters to Mrs. Thrale. acknonxil.

Prayers and Meditations, which he delivered to the Rev,

Mr. Slrahan, enjoining him to publifh them, ackm-wl.

Sermons Icjt for Publication by John Taylor, LL.D.
Prebendary of VVcftminfter, and given to the World

by the Reverend Samuel Hayes, A.M. intern, rvid.

Such was the number and variety of the Profe Works of this

extraordinary man, which I have been able to difcover and am
tt liberty to mention ; but we ought to keep in mind, that

there mull undoubtedly have been many more which are yet

concealed ; and we may add to the account, the numerous

Letters which he wrote, of which a confiderablc part arc yet

unpublilhcd. It is hoped that thofc pcrfons in whofc pof-

fedioa they are, will favour the world with them.

JAMES BOSfVELL.





CORRECTIONS*
dvertirement to the fecond Edition, p. xvii. 1. 12. for

hinlech, read—Auchinleck.

/additions prefixed to Vol. I. page xi. paragraph 3, after Saxon

Ic, r^ffd'—added to the c. I hope the authority of the great Mafter

of our language will ftop that curtailing innovation, by which

ire fee critic, public, &c. inftcad of critick, publick, &c.

Same additions, p. xiv. 1. 7. for flood-g?te, r^«//—flood-gatt

feand
upon iron put this note—What the great Tn.valmley was

ud of having invented, was neither more nor lefs than a kind

:-iron for fmoothing clothes.

VOLUME I.

^. 71-2-3-4-5-6-7 on the margin, for 1735, r^-^i— 1736.

. 77.1. 18. On time put the following note.

Both of them ufed to talk pleafantly of this their firft journey

to London. Garrick, evidently meaning to embellini a little,

faid one day in my hearing, " we rode and tied." And the Bilhop

:illaloe informed me, that at another thtie, when Johnfon and

L_:iick were dining together in a pretty large company, Johnfon

loroufly afcertaining the chronology of fomething, exprcffcd

ifelf thus: * that was the year when I came to London with

jpcnce halfpenny in my pocket." Garrick overhearing him,

;laimcd, *' eh? what do you fay? with twopence halfpenny in

ir pocket?"—Johnson, ** Why yes; when I came with

> pence halfpenny in wy pocket, and thou Davy with three

fpcncc in thine."

'. 108. After the note, ^d'^—Such was probable conjeau re. But

.c Gentleman's Magazine for May. 1793, there is a letter

n Mr. Henn. one of the maflers of the fchool of Applohy, in

efterlhirc, in which he writes as follows,

•«
I compared time and circumftance together, in order to

4ifcover whether the fchool in queflion migiit not l)e this of Ap-

pleby. Some of the truttees at that period were * worthy gentle.

, of the ncighbourhootl of Litchfield. ' Appleby itfclf is not

from the neighbourhood of Litchfield. '1 he falary, the dc-

gtrc rcquifite, together uith the time of eleiiion, all agreeing with

the ftatuics of Appleby. The clcaion, as faid in the letter, • could

•ot be delayed longer ihan the nth of the next month,* wluch
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was the nth of September, juft three monihs after the annual audit

day of Appleby fchool, which is always on the nth of June ; am
the ilatutes enjoin ne ull'ms praceptorum eledio diutius tribus menjlbii

tnoraretur'y &c,

**Thefe Ithoughttobeconvincing proofs that my conjeflure v/as

not ill-founded, and that, in a future edition of that book, th«

circumftance might be recorded as fadl.

** But what banifhes every fhadow of doubt is the Minute-horjk oj

the fchool, which declares the head-mafterfhip to be at that timt

VACANT."
I cannot omit returning thanks to this learned gentleman fol

the very handfome manner in which he has in that letter been fq

good as to fpeak of this work,

P. 13^. Laft line for Admiral, read—admirable.

P. 171;. 1. 21. after lace, /7t/^—and a gold-laced hat. Hehumonr.

ouily obferved to Mr. Langton, ** that when in that drefs he could

not treat people with the fane eafe as when in his ufual plain

clothes." Drefs indeed we muft allow has more effect even upon

ftrong m'nds than one Ihould fuppofe, without having had the ex.

perience of it.

P. 182. 1. 6. from the foot, {ox ^3, read—«<,

P. 300. for great, read—greater.

P. 348. fecond line but one from the foot after which, read—T,

P. 450. line 17. after fmile, add—Generally when he had

conclude<l a period, in the courfe of a difpute, by which time he was

a good deal exhaufl:ed by violence and vociferation, he ufed to

blow out his breath like a Whale. This I fuppofe was a relief

to his lungs ; and feemed in him to be a contemptuous mode of

expreflion, as if he had made the arguments of his opponent fly

like chaff before the wind,

P. 489. 1. 21, on man put the following note,—the Rev. Mr,

John Campbell, Miniller of the parilb of Kippen, near Stirling,

who has lately favoured me with a long, intelligent, and very

obliging letter upon this work, makes the following remark^

** Dr. Johnfon has alluded to the worthy man employed in the

tranflation of the New Teflament. Might not this have afforded

you an opportunity of paying a proper tribute of refpeft, to th^

memory of the Rev. Mr. James Stuart, late Minilter of Killin*

diftinguifhed by his eminent Piety, Learning and Tafte. The

amiable fimplicity of his life, his warm benevolence, his inde.

farigable and fuccefsful exertions for civilizing and improving

flie Parifb of which he was Minifter for upwards of fifty years

7 entitl
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entitle him to the gratitude of his country, and the veneration of

all good men. It certainly would be a pity, if fuch a charaaer

fliould be permitted to fink into oblivion."

P. CO,-, third line from the foot after fuppofed, read—it.

P. 527. 1. I. of note for 1788, rend— 1768.

P. 553. lallline, after outfide, read—of the.

P. 567. I. 17. for October, rc<3</—November.

VOLUME 11.

P. 76. 1. 3. from the foot, for fon read—fong.

P. 241. after line 9. add-^\\\z audience being much afFe(5led

by the innocent looks of Polly, when llie came to thofe two lines,

which exhibit at once a painful and ridiculous image,

** For on the rope that hangs my Dear,

«* Depends poor Polly's life,"

P. 378. 1. 23. for who, read—whom.

P. 414. 1. 2. for Sevige, r^^^—Sevigne.

VOLUME in.

P. 9. laft line forzewza, r^-/?^—zenza ; and for rcrgogra, read

—vergogna.

P.' 10. 1. 6. from the foot, for Johnfton, r^/?^—John fon.

P. 32. Afterline2 4, ^^^—than whenheboaftsofhisconfiftency.

«« Mcconftare mihi fcis, et decedere triftem.

" Quandocunque trahunt invifa negotia Romam."

P. 69. 1. 6. from the foot, dVA—had.

P. 89. for near fifty, r^^^—forty.

P. 106. 1. 2. from the foot, for vcrfc, r,-^^—verfes.

P. 142. 1. 4. for country, read—county.

P. 163. 1. 13. read—x\Kt Reverend Mr. John Huffcy;andl. 14,

for is now.'r^/7y—*as then; and 1. 18, after Johnfon, rW-who

had long been in habits of intimacy with him.

P. 269. fur trial came on, r^-a-/—fentencc was made known.

P. 669. 1. 8.fo' imiiare, r^/7</—imirari.

P. 702. after the firft note, ^^^.—There arc alfo fcvcral fcals with

his head cut on toem. particularly a very fine one by that cmmrnt

ar'ia, Edward Birch. Efq. R. A. in the poffeflion of the younger

Dr. Charles Burncy.
, rx u

Let mc add. as a proof of the popularity of his character, that

there arc copper piece* ftruck at Birmingham, with his head

i.nprclTe.i on them, which pafs current a-. » ." -— 'l-n-, nnd

in ihc neighbouring parti of the country.



•xxxvi CORRECTIONS.

To TABLE OF CONTENTS, ADD

Beville, Rev. Mr.—his ingenious defence of Hammond, iii. 313.

Blackftone, Sir William, ii. 227, 293. iii. 344.

Cambridge, Richard Owen, Efq. additions prefixed to Vol. I.

p. xix.

Charade, by Johnfon, additions prefixed to Vol. I. p. xviii.

Hiftory of the Houfe of Yvery praifed, ibid. p. xxii.

Johnfon'slove of little children, additions prefixed to Vol. I. p. xx^

—his kindnefs to his fervants, ibid.—his fondnefs for animals

which he had taken under his proteftion, ibid.—his bonv to an

Arch-Bishop, ibid. p. xxi.—his engaging to write the hif-

tory of the Authour's family, ibid,

Walmfley, Gilbert, Efq. dele—Gibbon.

Other errata in volumes fo large and various, will doubtlefs be

found. Thefe I hope my courteous readers will excufe and

correal.



A'xxvlii Additional Corrections^

Additions prefixed to Vol. I. P. •x. inftead of— Talking
reverently of the Supreme Being he uttered this fentence

:

Do you, coniider. Sir ? &c. read—
** On occaiion of Dr. Johnfon's publifhing his pamphlet on

* The Falfe Alarm,' there came out a very angry anfvver [hy
many fuppofedtobe by Mr. Wilkes). Dr. Johnfon determined of
not anfwering it ; but, in converfation with Mr. Langton men-
tioned a particular or two, which if he had replied to it, he might
perhaps have inferted,—In the anfwerers pamphlet, it had been
faid with folemnity, ** Do you confider, fir, that a Hoafe of
Commons is to the people as a Creature is to its Creator." To
this queftion, faid Dr. Johnfon, I could have replied, that-

—

Ibid. p. *xiii.>/r/3^ thus—*'//(? may hold up that shield againjl

all his enemies ; was an obfervation on Homer, (in reference

to his defcription of the ftiield of Achilles,) made by Mrs. Fitz-

herbert, &c.
Same page 1. 17. dele—that.

Ibid. p. « xxi. 1. 6. from the foot, for without, read—with.
Ibid. (Chronological Catalogue,) p. 1. 1. 26. after Reader,

add—intern, ^id.
Ibid. Jirji p. *xxvi. after catalogue, add—intern, evid, .

Ihid./econdp, *xxvi. 1. 2. after Lennox, add

—

ackno*wl.

Ibid. p. •xxviii. 1. 11. after &c. add

—

acknonvl.

Vol. I. p. 165. 1. lo./srthe writer of, read,—who we ihalJ, .

aftenvards fee partly wrote.

P. 525. note 1. ^*for literature, read—^hiftory.

Vol. If. p. 6.1. II. for our, r^^zi/— your.

P. 37. 1. g.yor Bender

—

read Belgrade.

P. 284. 1. zi. for Frenon, read—treron.

Vol, III. p.360. 1. II. from foot, fonvr^oty read-^ivrfo^ot, .

'^ 3
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349-
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Mgri Ephemerisy Johnfon's, iii. 655,
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" After my death I wifh no other herald,

" No other fpeaker of my living anions,

" To keep mine honour from corruption

;

« But fucb an honeft chrociicler as Griffith'."

Shakspeare, Henry Fill,

* See Dr. Johnfon's letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated Oftick in

Skic, September 30, 1773 :
** Bofwell writes a regular journal

of our travels, which, I think, contains as much of what I fa7

and do, as of all other occurrences together; Farfuch a faith*

ful chronicler as Gri^th,'*



THE

LIFE
O F

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL. D.

TO write the life of him who excelled all

mankind in writing the lives of others,

and who, whether we confider his ex-

traordinary endowments, or his various works,

has been equalled by few in any age, is an arduous,

and may be reckoned in me a prefumptuous

lafk.

Had Dr. Johnfon written his own life, in con-

formity with the opinion which he has given *, that

every man's life may be befl written by himfelf;

had he employed in the prefervation of his own
hiftory, that clearnefs of narration and elegance

of language in which he has embalmed fo many
'eminent perfons, the world would probably have

had the mofl: perfect example of biography that

was ever exhibited. But altliough he at different

times, in a dcfultory manner, committed to writing

many particulars of the progrcfs of his mind ani

* JOlcr, No. 84.

Vol, I, B fortunes.
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fortunes^ he never had perfevering diligence enough

to form them into a regular compofition. Of thefc

memorials a few have been preferved ; but die

greater part was configned by him to the flames^ a

few days before his death.

As I had the honour and happinefs of enjoying

his friendillip for upwards of twenty years 5 as I

had the fcheme of writing his life conflantly in

view ; as he was well apprifed of this circumflance,

2U"id from time to time obligingly fatisfied my
inquiries, by communicating to me the incidents

of his early years ; as I acquired a facility in

recolledling, and was very affiduous in recording

his converfation, of which the extraordinary vigour

and vivacity conftituted one of the firil features of

his chara6ter; and as I have fpared no pains in

obtaining materials concerning him, from, every

cjuarter where I could difcover that they were to be

found, and have been favoured with the moft

liberal communications by his friends; I flatter

myfelf that few biographers have entered upon

fuch a work as this, with more advantages ; in-

dependent of literary abilities, in which I am not

vain enough to compare myfelf with fome great

names who have gone before me in this kind of

writing.

Since my work was announced, feveral Live^

and Memoirs of Dr. Johnfon have been publifhed^

the molt voluminous of which is one compiled for

the bookfellers of London, by Sir John Hawkins,

Knight% a man, whom, during my long intimacy

with

* The grcateft part qf this book was written while Sir John

H^wluns
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vvuh Dr. Johnfon, I never faw In his company, t

think but once, and I am fure not above twice.

Johnfon might haVe efteemed him for his decent,

rehgious demeanour, and his knowledge of books

and hterary hiftory ; but from the rigid formality

of his manners, it is evident that they never' could

have lived together with companionable cafe and

familiarity; nor had Sir John Hawkins that nice

perception which was neceflary to mark the finer

and lefs obvious parts of Johnfon's charafter.

His being appointed one of his exdcutoi's, gia.ve

him ari opportunity of taking pofleftion of fuch

fragments of a diary and other papers as were

left; of which, before delivering them up to the

refidirary legatee, ' whofd property they were, he

endeavoured to extraft the fubftance. In this he

has not Been- veiyfuccefsful, asl have found Upon

a pcrufal of thofe papers, which have been fince

transferredlo mre.' Sir John Hawkins's ponderoua

laboiirs*, 'I muft acknowledge, exhibit' a farrago

^

1 favvkins w>s ;iUvc ; ^d I avow, that one objed bf.ray ftriftiires*

was :o make him feci fpme compundion for his illiberal treat-,

rtierit of Dri Jdhnfo'n. Since his .deceafc, I have rupprefled

fcveral-of my remarks <ipon his \^brk. ' But though I' wonl.l not
*' war , with the dead" . o^*/?/M'<f/y, I think it neceflary to be

ftrcnuous in d«fevce of my illuftrious friend, which I cannot be;

without ftrong r
' * "

ii|X)n a writer who has greatly

injured him. L ..a though I doubt 1 Hiould not

have been very prompt to gratify Sir John Ha\vkins,with any

"omplimcnt in his life-time^ l<io now frankly ackno—^ -^^ \ *hat,

i my opinion, hia volun.ev 'howcvci inadcquat<i : per*

on-

of

. ijour gouju nave uion^f.t tr'-t:;- ..

" B 2 of
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of which ,3 confiderable portion is not devoid of

entertainnnent to the lovers of literary gofliping;

butbefides its being fvvelled out with long nn-

necefTary extra6ls from various works, (even one

of feveral leaves from. Ofborne's Harleian Cata-

logue, and thofe not compiled by Johnfon, but

by pjdys,) a very fmall part of it relates to the

perfo.n who is the fubje6t of the book; and, in

that, there is fuch an inaccuracy in the ftatement

of fafts, as in fo folemn an authour is hardly ex-

cufable, and certainly makes his narrative very

unfatisfaftory. But what is ilill worfe, there is

throughout the whole of it a dark uncharitable

caft, by which the mofl unfavourable conilrudlion

is put upon almofl every eircumftance in the cha-

rafter and condud of my iliuflrious friend ; who,

I truft, will, by a true and fair delineation, be

vindicated both from the injurious milreprefentations

of this authour, and from the (lighter afperfions of a

lady who once lived in great intimacy with him.

There is, in the Britilh Mufeum, a letter from

Bifhop Warburton to Dr. Birch, on the fubjed of

biography ; which, though I am aware it may ex-

pofe me to a charge of artfully raifing the value of

my own work, by contrafting it with that of which

i have fpoken, is fo well conceived and exprefTed,

that I cannot refrain from here inferting it :

cc I SHALL endeavour (fays Dr.Warburton)

to give you what fatisfadion I can in any thing you

want to be fatisfied in any fubjed of Milton, and

am extremely glad you intend to write his life. Al-

moft all the life-writers we have had before Toland

and
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and DefmaifeaiiXj are Indeed flrange infipld crea-

tures ; and yet I had rather read the worftof them,

than be obliged to go through with this of Milton's,

or the other's life of Boileau, where there is fuch

a dull, heavy fucceflion of long quotations of dif-

interefting pafTages, that it makes their method
quite naufeous. But the verbofe, taftelefs French-

man feems to lay it down as a principle, that every

life mufl: be a book, and what's worfe, it proves a

book without a lifej for what do we knowof Boileau,

after all his tedious fluff? You are the only one,

(and I fpeak it without a compliment) that by the

vigour of your flile and fentiments, and the real

importance of your materials, have the art (which

one would imagine no one could have miffed) of

adding agreements to the moft agreeable fubje^l in

the world, which is literary hiflory \"

"Nov. 24, 1737-''

Inflead of melting down my materials into one

mafs, and conftantly fpeaking in my own perfon,

by which I might have appeared to have more merit

in the execution of the work, I have relblved to

adopt and enlarge upon the excellent plan of Mr.
Mafon, in his Memoirs of Gray. Wherever

narrative is neceffary to explain, connedl, an4

fupply, I furnifh it to the befl of my abilities ; but

in the chronological fcries of Johnfon's life, which

I trace as diflindlly as I can, year by year, 1 produce,

wherever it is in my power, his own minutes, letters,

pr convcrfation, being convinced that this mode is

> BriL Muf. 4J20, Afcough's Catal. Sloane MSS,

B 3 more
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more lively, and will make my readers better ac-*.

quainted with him, than even mod of thofe were

who adually knew him, but could know him only

partially; whereas ^here is here an accumulation of

intelligence from various points, by which his cha-

rader is more fully underflood and illuftrated.

Indeed I cannot conceive a more perfedl mode

of writing any man's life, than not only relating all

the moft important events of it in their order, but

interv/eaving what he privately wrote, and faid, and

thought i by which mankind are enabled as it were

to fee him live, and to " live o'er each fcene" with

him, as he aftually advanced through the feveral

ftages of his life. Had his other friends been as

diligent and ardent as I was, he might have been

almoft entirely preferved. As it is, I will venture

to fay that he will be feen in this work more com-

pletely than any man who has ever yet lived.

And he will be feen as he really was ; for I profefs

to. write, not his panegyrick, which mufl be all

praife, but his life ; which, great and good as he was,

mufl not be fuppofed to be entirely perfed. To be

as he was, isindeed fubjed of panegyrick enough to

any man in this (late of being; but in every pidure

there ihould be fhade'as well as light, and when I

delineate him without reftrve, 1 do what he himfelf

recommended, both by his precept and his

example.

"If the biographer writes from perfonal know-

ledge, and makes hafte to gratify the publick

curiofity, there is danger left his intereft, his fear, his

gratitude, or his tendernefs overpower his fidelity,

and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. There

are
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arc many who think it an a6l of piety to hide the

faults or failings of their friends, even when they

can no longer fuffer by their detedion j we there-

fore fee whole ranks of charaders adorned with

uniform panegyrick, and not to be known from

one another but by extrinfick and cafual circum-

flances. ' Let me remember, (fays Hiil-^,) when I

find myfelf inclined to pity a criminal, that there

is likewife a pity due to the country.' If we owe

regard to the memory of the dead, there is yet

more refped to be paid to knowledge, to virtue,

and to truths"

What I confider as the peculiar value of the

following work, is, the quantity it contains of

Johnfon's converfation; which is univerfally ac-

knowledged to have been eminently inllruclive

and entertaining; and of which the fpecimens

that I have given upon a former occafion, have

been received with fo much approbation, that I

have good grounds for fuppofing that the world

will not be indifferent to more ample communis

cations of a fimilar nature.

That the converfation of a celebrated man, if

his talents have been exerted in converfation, will

bed difplay his charader, is, I truft, too well

eflablifhed in the judgement of mankind, to be

at all fhaken by a fneering obfervation of Mr.

Mafon, in his Memoirs of Mr. William White-

head, in which there is literally no Life^ but a

ere dry narrative of fads. I do not think it was

t^uite ncccflary to attempt a depreciation of what

* Rambler, No. 6o,

B4 i*
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IS univerfally efteemed, becaufe it was not to be

found in the immediate obje6t of the ingenious

writer's pen; for in truth, from a man fo Hill

and fo tame, as to be contented to pafs many
years as the domellick companion of a fuperan-

nuated lord and lady, converfation could no more

be expe6led, than from a Chinefe mandarin on a

chimney-piece, or the fantaftick figures on a gilt

leather H^reen.

If authority be required, let us appeal to Plu-

tarch, the prince of ancient biographers. Outs

did rig iiJi.(poc(Tiv n^ovg ETTOiWev p,aAAov ri (Ji-oi^on [MV^iovsx^ot^

frocftzra^'^ii; al {/.tytroci, xj 7roXio^x,ioc woXem, '^ Nor
is it always in the moftdiftinguifhed atchievements

that men's virtues or vices may be beft difcerned;

but very often an aftion of fmall note, a Ihort fay-

ing, or a jeft, fhall diftinguifh a perfon's real cha-

rader more than the greateil lieges, or the moll

important battles
^"

To this may be added the fentiments of the

Yery man whofe life I am about to exhibit.

*' The bufinefs of the biographer is often to pafs

{lightly over thofe performances and incidents

which produce vulgar greatnefs, to lead the

thoughts into domeftick privacies, and difplay

the minute details of daily life, where exteriour ap-

pendages are caft afrde, and men excel each other

only by prudence and by virtue. The account of

Thuanus is with great propriety faid by its

5 Plutarch's Life of Alexander.-^Langhorne's Tranllation,

authouf
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authour to have been written, that it might lay open

to pofterity the private and familiar charadler of

that man, cujus ingenium et candorem ex i-pfiusJcripis

Junt olmjempr miraturiy whofe candour and genius

will to the end of time be by his writings preferved

in admiration,

" There are many invifible circumftances, which

whether we read as enquirers after natural or moral

knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our

fcience, or increafe our virtue, are more im-

portant than publick occurrences. Thus Sal-

luft, the great mailer of nature, has not for-

got in his account of Catiline to remark, that

his walk was now quick, and again flow, as an

indication of a mind revolving with violent com-
motion. Thus the (lory of Melanclhon affords a

flriking ledlure on the value of time, by informing

us, that when he had made an appointment, he

cxpeded not only the hour, but the minute to be

fixed, that the day might not run out in the idle-

nefs of fufpence j and all the plans and enterprifes

of De Wit are nowoflefs importance to the world

than that part of his perfonal charadler, v/hich

rcprefents him as careful of his health, and negli-

gent of his life.

" But biography has often been allotted to

writers, who feem very litde acquainted with the

nature of their talk, or very negligent about the

performance. They rarely afford any other account

than might be colledled from publick papers, but

imagine themfelves writing a life, when they ex-

hibit a chronological fcries of adtions or prefer-

ments ; and have fo little regard to the manners or

bchaviouj
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behaviour of their heroes, that more knowledge

may be gained of a man's real charafter, by a fhort

converfation with one of his fervants, than from a

formal and fludied narrative, begun with his pedi-

gree, and ended with his funeral.

" There are indeed, fome natural reafons why
thefe narratives are often written by fuch as were

not likely to give much inftrudlion or delight, and

why mod accounts of particular perfpns are barren

and ufelefs. If a life be delayed till intereft and

envy are at an end, we may hope for impartiality,

but muft expecfl little intelligence ; for the inci-

dents which give excellence to biography are of a

volatile and evanefcent kind, fuch as foon efcape

the memory, and are tranfmitted by tradition. We
know how few can pourtray a living acquaintance,

except by his moil prominent and obfervable par-

ticularities, and the grofler features of his mind

;

and it may be eafily imagined how inuch of this

little knowledge naay be loft in imparting it, and

how foon a fuccefTion of copies will lofe all refem-.

blance of the original^."

I am fully aware of the objeftions v/hich may
be made to the minutenefs on fome occafions of

my detail of Johnfon's converfation, and how
happily it is adapted for the petty exercife of ri-

dicule, by men of fuperficial underftanding, and

ludicrous fancy j but I remain firm and confident

in my opinion, that minute particulars are fre-

quently charafleriftick, and always amufing, when
they relate to a diftinguiihed man. I am therefore

^ Rambler, No. 60.

exceedingly
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exceedingly unwilling that any thing, however flight,

lich my illuftrious friend thought it worth his while

to exprefs, with any degree of point, fhould perifh.

For this almoll fuperftitious reverence, I have

found very old and venerable authority, quoted

by our great modern prelate. Seeker, in whofe

tenth fermon there is the following paflage

:

*^ Rabbi David Kimchi, a noted Jewifli Com-
mentator, who lived about five hundred years ago,

explains that paflage in the firft Pfalm, His leaf

aljo Jhall not wither^ from Rabbins yet older than

himfclf, thus: That even the idle talk^ fo he ex-

prefles it, of a good man ought to he regarded \ the

moft fuperfluous things he faith are always of fome

value. And other ancient authours have the fame

phrafe, nearly in the fame fenfe."

Of one thing I am certain, that confidering

how highly the fmall portion which we have of

the table-talk and other anecdotes of our cele-

brated writers is valued, and how earneflly it is

regretted that we have not more, I am juftified in

preferving rather too many of Johnlbn's fayings,

than too few; efpecially as from the diverfity of

difpofitions it cannot be known with certainty be-

forehand, whether what may feem trifling to fome,

and perhaps to the colledlor himfelf, may not be

moft agreeable to many; and the greater number

that an authour can pleafe in any degree, the more

plcafuredocs there arife to a benevolent mind.

To thofe who are weak enough to think this a

degrading taflv, and the time and labour which

have been devoted to it mifemployed, I fliall con-
* Tit myfclf with oppofing the authority of the

prcatcft
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greatefl man of any age, Julius C^sar, of

whom Bacon obferves, that " in his book of Apo-

thegms which he colle6ted, we fee that he efteem-

ed it more honour to make himfelf but a pair of

tables, to take the wife and pithy words of others,

than to have every word of his own to be made an

apothegm or an oracle".*'

Having faid thus much by way of introdu6tion,

I com^mit the following pages to the candour of

the publick.

Samuel Johnson was born at Lichfield, in

StafFordfhire, on the i8th of September, N. S.

J 709 3 and his initiation into the Chriftian church

was not delayed ; for his baptifm is recorded, in

the regifter of St. Mary's parifh in that city, to

have been performed on the day of his birth : His
father is there ftiled Gentleman^ a circumftance

of which an ignorant panegyrift has praifed him

for not being proud; when the truth is, that the

appellation of Gentleman, though now loft in the

indifcriminate afiumption of Efquirey was com-^

pionly taken by thofe who could not boaft of gen-

tility. His father was Michael Johnfon, a native

of Derbylhire, of obfcure extra6lion, who fettled

in Lichfield as a bookfeller and ftationer. His

IrTQOther was Sarah Ford, defcended of an ancient

race of fubftantial yeomanry in Warwickfhire.

They were well advanced in years when they mar-

ried, and never had more than two children, both

fons ; Samuel, their firft born, who lived to be the

7 Bacon's Advancement of Learning, Book I.

illuftrious
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iikiftrloiis character whofc various excellence I am
to endeavour to record, and Nathanael, who died

in his twenty -fifth year.

Mr. Michael Johnfon was a man of a large and

robufl body, and of a (Irong and active mind i

yet, as in the mod folid rocks veins of unfound

fubflance are often difcovered, there was in him a

mixture of that difeafe, the nature of v/hich eludes

the moft minute enquiry, though theefFeds are well

known to be a wearincfs of life, an unconcern

about thofe things ivhich agitate the greater part of

mankind, and a general fenfation ofgloomy wretch-

cdnefs. From him then his fon inherited, with fome

other qualities, " a vile melancholy,'* which in

his too ftrong exprefiion of any difturbance of the

mind, " made him mad all his life, at leaft not

fobcr*.'* Michael was, however, forced by the

narrownefs of his circumftances to be very dili-

gent in bufinefs, not only in his fhop, but by

occafionally reforting to feveral towns in the neigh-

bourhood ^ fome of which were at a confiderablc

•Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 215,

Extraft of a Letter, dated " Trentham, St. Peter's day,

f7i6,'' written by the Rev. George PJaxton, Chaplain at that

rime to Lord Gowcr, which may ferve to fhow the great cfti-

ination in which the Father of our great Moralift was held :—

•

"^ Johnfon, the Litchfield Librarian, is now here ; he propagates

^11 over this dioccfc, and advanceth knowledge to its

i; all the Clergy here are his Pupils, and fuck al!

have from him; Allen cannot make a warrant without his

rdent, nor our quondam '"^-^ ^'^^ nns draw a recognizance

Jirciiiom Michaelis»'*

Ccutlcman'e Magazine, O^obcr, i79t»

diflanc^
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diftance from Lichfield. At diat time bookfellet*^*

fhops in the provincial towns of England were very-

rare, fo that there was not one even in Birming-

ham, in which town old Mr. Johnfon ufed to open

a fhop every market-day. Fie was a pretty good

Latin fcholar, and a citizen fo creditable as to be

made one of the magiftrates of Lichfield ; and,

being a man of good fenfe, and fkill in his trade,

he acquired a reafonable fliare of wealth, of which

however he afterwards loft the greateft part, by

engaging unfuccefsfully in a manufadlure of parch-

ment. He was a zealous high-churehman and

royalifl, and retained his attachment to the unfor-

tunate houfe of Stuart, though he reconciled him-

felf, by cafuiftical arguments of expediency and ne-

ceffity, to take the oaths impofed by the prevailing

power.

There is a circumftance in his life fomewhatro-

mantick, but fo well authenticated, that I fhall

not omit it. A young woman of Leek, in Staf-

fordfhire, while he ferved his apprenticefhip there>

conceived a violent palTion for him -, and though it

met with no favourable return, followed him to

Lichfield, where flie took lodgings oppofite to the

Houfe in which he lived, and indulged her hope-

lefs flame. When he was informed that it fo preyed

upon her mind that her life was in danger, he with

a generous humanity went to her and offered to

marry her, but it was then too late : Her vital

power was exhaufled ; and Ihe adlually exhibited

one of tlie very rare inftances of dying for love.

^he was buried in the cathedral, of Lichfield; and

he
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he, with a tender regard, placed a ftone over her

grave with this infcription :

Here lies the body of

Mrs. Elizabeth Blaney, a flranger.

She departed this life

20 of September, 1694.

Johnfon*s mother was a woman of diftinguifhed

iinderilanding. I aflced his old fchool-fellow, Mr.

Hedtor, furgeon, of Birmingham, if (he was not

vain of her fon. Pie faid, " flie had too much
good fenfe to be vain, but flie knew her fon's va-

lue.'* Her piety was not inferiour to her under-

ftanding; and to her muft be afcribed thofe early

.imprefTions of religion upon the mind of her fon,

from whicli the world afterwards derived {o much
benefit. He told me, that he, remembered dif-

.tindlly having had the firft notice of Heaven, " a

place to which good people went," and hell, " a

place to which bad people went," communicated

to him by her, when a little child in bed with

Her; and that it might be the better fixed ifi

his memory, flie fent him to repeat it to . Tho-

mas. Jackfon, their man-fervantj he not being

m the way^ this was not done; but there was

no occallon' for any artificial '^d for its prc-

fcrvation.

In folio ,Yi
I.̂ lO very eminent a man from his

idk to his grave, every minute particular, which

in tlirow light on the progccfs of his mind, is in-

urcflin^. That he was remarkable, even in his

^^jj.i;^rv ...... ,> pfjjy be fuppo fed i for to ufc

his
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1712 his own words in his Life of Sydenham, '^ Tha^

^~&tlu^ ^^^^ ftrength of his underflanding, the accuracy of

his difcernment, and ardour of his curiofity, nnight

have been remarked from his infancy, by a diligent

obferver, there is no reafon to doubt. For, there

is no inftance of any man, whofe hiflory has been

minutely related, that did not in every part of life

difcover the fame proportion of intelledlual vigour."

In all fuch inveftigations it is certainly unwife to

pay too much attention to incidents which the cre-

dulous relate with eager fatisfadlion, and the more
fcrupulous or witty enquirer confiders only as to-

picks of ridicule : Yet there is a traditional ftory of

the infant Hercules of toryifm, fo curioufly cha-

raderiftick, that I fhali not withhold it. It was

communicated to me in a letter from Mifs Mary
Adye, of Lichfield.

" When Dr. Sacheverel was at Lichfield, John*

Ion was not quite three years old. My grandfather

Hammond obferved him at the cathedral perched

upon his father's ihoulders, liflening and gaping at

the much celebrated preacher. Mr. Hammond
aflced Mr. Johnfon how he could pofTibly think of

bringing fuch an infant to church, and in the midfl

offo great a croud. He anfwered, becaufe it was

impofTible to keep him at home; for, young as he

was, he believed he had caught the publick fpiric

and zeal for Sacheverel^ and would have flaid

for ever in the church, fatisfied with beholding

him."

Nor can I omit a little inftance of th^t jealous

independence of fpirit, and impetuofity of temper,

which never forfook him. The fad was acknow-

ledged
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ledged to me by himfelf, upon the authority of his

mother. One day, when the fervant who ufed to be

fent to fchool to condu6l him home^ had not come

in time, he fet out by himfelf, though he was

then fo near- fighted, that he was obliged to ftoop

down on his hands and knees to take a view of

the kennel before he ventured to ftep over it. His

fchoolmiftrefs, afraid that he might mifs his way,

or fall into the kennel, or be run over by a cart,

followed him at fome diftance. He happened to

turn about and perceive her. Feeling her careful

attention as an infult to his manlinefs, he ran

back to her in a rage, and beat her, as well as

his flrength would permit.

Of the power of his memory, for which he

was all his life eminent to a degree almoft incre-

dible, the following early inftance was told me in

his prefence at Lichfield, in 1776, by his Hep-

daughter, Mrs. Lucy Porter, as related to her

by his mother. When he was a child in petti-

coats, and had learnt to read, Mrs. Johnfon one

morning put the common prayer-book into his

hands, pointed to the colledl for the day, and

faid, " Sam, you muft get this by heart." She

went up flairs, leaving him to fludy it : But by

the time fhe had reached the fecond floor, Ihe

heard him following her. " What's the matter V*

faid fhe. " I can fay it," he replied ; and repeated

it diflin6lly, though he could not have read it

more than twice.

But there has been another flory of his infant

precocity generally circulated, and generally be-

lieved, the truth of v/hich I am to refute upon ius

Vol. L C own
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own authority. It is told^ that, when a child

-of three years old, he chanced to tread upon a

duckling, the eleventh of a brood, and killed k;

upon which, it is faid, he didtated to his mother

the following epitaph

:

^' Here lies good mailer duck.

Whom Samuel Johnfon trod on;

If it had liv'd, it had been good luck.

For then we*d had an odd one.''

There is furely internal evidence that this little

compofition combines in it, what no child of

three years old could produce, without an exten-

fion of its faculties by immediate infpiration; yet

Mrs. Lucy Porter, Dr. Johnfon's flep-daughter^

pofitively maintained to me, in his prefence, that

there could be no doubt of the truth of this anec-

dote, for Ihe had heard it from his mother. So

difficult is it to obtain an authentick relation of

fafe, andfuch authority may there be for errour;

for he afTured me, that his father made the verfes,

and wiflied to pafs them for his child's. He added,

" my father was a foolifh old man; that is to

fay, foolifh in talking of his children \''

Young

» Anecdotes of Dr. Johnfon by Hefter Lynch Piozzi, p. i !

»

Life of Dr. Johnfon by Sir John Hawkins, p. 6.

This anecdote of the duck, though difproved by internal

and external evidence, has neverthelefsj upon fuppofition of its-

truth, been made the foundation of the following ingenious and

fanciful reflexions of Mifs Seward, amongft the communica-

tions concerning Dr. Johnfon with which (he has been pleafcd

t« favour oic.?--** Thcfc infwit numbers contain the feeds o£

tboff
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Voung John foil had the misfortune to be much
afflidled with the fcrcphula, or king's evil, which

disfigured a countenance naturally well formed, and

iiurt his vifual nerves fo much, that he did not fee

at all with one of his eyes, though its appearance

was little different from that of the other. There

is amongfl; his prayers, one infcribed " TVhen my

EYE was reftored to its uje'y' which afcertains a

defeA that many of his friends knew he had,

though I never perceived it. I fuppofed him to

be only near- fighted j and indeed I mufl obferve,

that in no other refpe6t could I difcern any defedt

in his vifion ; on the contrary, the force of his

attention and perceptive quicknefs made him fee

and diftinguifh all manner of objedls, whether of

nature or of art, with a nicety that is rarely

to be found. When he and I v/ere travelling

thofc propcnfities which through his life fo flrongly marked hia

charafler, of that poeiick talent which afterwards bore fuch rich

and plentiful fruits ; for, excepting his orthographick works,

every thing which Dr. Johnfon wrote was Poetry, whofe eflence

confifts not in numbers, or in jingle, but in the ftrength and

gl')W of a fancy, to which all the flores of nature and of art

•id in prompt adminiftration ; and in an eloquence which con-

t ys their blended illuftrations in a language * more tuneable

n needs or rhyme or verfe to add more haimony.'

'* 1 he above little verfcs alfo (hew that fupcrftitious bias

iiich • grew with his growth, and ftrengthencd with his •

(cngth,' and of late years particularly injured his happinefs,

V prcfcnting to him the gloomy fide of religion, rather than

:it bright and cheering one which gilds the {>eriod of clofing

"r, with the light of pious hope."

1 his is fo beautifully imagined, that I would not fupprcfs if.

It, like many other theories, it is deduced from a fuppofed

'at*l, which is, indeed, a fi^Lon.

* Pfavert and Mcdiiationi, p. 27.

C z in
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in the Highlands of Scotland, and I pointed out

to him a mountain which I obferved refembled

a cone, he corredted my inaccuracy, by fhewing

me, that it was indeed pointed at the top, but

that one fide of it was larger than the other.

And the ladies with whom he was acquainted agree,

that no man was more nicely and minutely critical

in the elegance of female drefs. When I found

that he faw the romantick beauties of Iflam, in

DerbyjQiire, much better than I did, I told

him that he refembled an able performer upon a

bad inilrument. How falfe and contemptible

then are all the remarks which have been made
to the prejudice either of his candour or of his

philofophy, founded upon a fuppofition that he

was almoft blind. It has been faid, that he con-

tra6led this grievous malady from his nurfe. His

mother yielding to the fuperftitious notion, which,

it is wonderful to think, prevailed fo long in this

country, as to the virtue of the regal touch ; a

notion, which our kings encouraged, and to

which a man of fuch inquiry and fuch judgement

as Carte could give credit ; carried him to Lon-
don, where he was adually touched by Queen

Anne. Mrs. Johnfon indeed, as Mr. Hedbor in-

formed me, aclcd by the advice of the celebrated

Sir John Floyer, then a phyfician in Lichfield.

Johnfon ufed to talk of this very frankly ; and

Mrs. Piozzi has preferved his very pidturefque

defcription of the fcehe, as it remained upon his

fancy. Being afked if he could remember Queen

Anne, " He had (he faid) a confufed, but fome-

how a fort of folemn recolkdion of a lady in

diamonds.
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diamonds, and a long black hood^" This touch,

however, was without any effcd. I ventured to

fay to him, in allufion to the political principles

in which he was educated, and of which he ever

retained fome odour, that " his mother had not

carried him far enough , ihe fhould have taken him

to Rome."

He was firft taught to Kead Englifh.by Dame
Oliver, a widow, who kept a Ichool for young

children in Lichfield. He told me Ihe could

read the black letter, and aiked iiim to borrow for

her, from his father, a bible in that character.

When he was going to Oxford, flie came to take

leave of him, brought him, in the fimplicity of

her kindnefs, a prefent of gingerbread, and faid

he was the bed fcholar Ihe ever had. He de-

lighted in mentioning this early compliment

:

adding, with a fmile, that *' this was as high a

proof of his merit as he could conceive." His

next inftrudor in Englifli was a mafter, whom,

when he fpoke of him to me, he familiarly called

Tom Brown, who, faid he, " publifhed a fpelling-

book, and dedicated it to the Universe j but,

I fear, no copy of it can now be had."

He began to learn Latin with Mr. Hawkins,

ufher, or under-mafter of Lichfield fchool, " a

man (faid he) very (kilful in his little way." With

him he continued two years, and then rofe to be

under the care of Mr. Hunter the head-mailer,

who, according to his account, " was very fcvere,

and wrong-heaticdly fcvere. He uled (faid he) to

^ Anecdotes, p. JO.

C 3 beat
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beat us unmercifnlly; and he did not diftlnguifh

between ignorance and negligence ; for he would
beat a boy equally for not knowing a thing, as for

negle6ling to know it. He would afk a boy a

queftion ; and if he did not anfwer it, he would

beat him, without confidering whether he had an

opportunity of knowing how to anfwer it. For
inftance, he would call up a boy and afic him
Latin for a candleftick, which the boy could not

cxpedl to be afked. Now, Sir, if a boy could

anfwer every queftion, there would be no need of

^ mafter to teach him.'*

It is, however, but juftice to the memory of

Mr. Hunter to mention, that though he might

err in being too fevere, the fchool of Lichfield

was very relpedable in his time. The late Dr.

Taylor, Prebendary of Weftminfter, who was

educated under him, told me, that " he was an

excellent mafter, and that his ufliers were moft of

them men of eminence -, that Holbrook, one of

the moft ingenious m.en, beft fcholars, and beft

preachers of his age, was uiher during the greateft

part of the time that Johnfbn was at fchool. Then
came Hague, of whom as much might be faid,

with the addition that he was an elegant poet.

Hague was fucceeded by Green, afterwards Biftiop

of Lincoln, whofe character in the learned world

is well knov/n. In the fame form with Johnfon

was Congreve, who afterwards became chaplain

to Archbifhop Boulter, and by that connection

obtained good preferment in Ireland. He was

a younger fon of the ancient family of Congreve^

in Staftordftiire, of which the poet v/as a branch.

His
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His brother fold the eftate. There was alfo

I.owe, afterwards Canon of Windfor."

Indeed Johnfon was veiy fenfible how much
he owed to Mr. Hunter. Mr. Langton one day

afked him how he had acquired fo accurate a

knowledge of Latin, in which, I believe, he

was exceeded by no man of his time; he faid,

^' My mafter whipt me very well. Without that.

Sir, I (hould have clone nothing." He told Mr.

Langton, that while Hunter was flogging his

.

boys unmercifully, he ufed to fay, " And this I

do to lave you from the gallows.*' Johnfon,

upon all occafions, exprelTed his approbation of

enforcing inftrudlion by means of the rod, " I

would rather (faid he) have the rod to be the ge-

neral terrour to all, to make them learn, than tell

a child, if you do thus, or thus, you will be more

cfleemed than your brothers or fifters. The rod

produces an effed which terminates in itfelf. A
child is afraid of being whipped, and gets his tafk,

and there's an end on'tj whereas, by exciting

emulation znd comparifons of fuperiority, you

lay the foundation of lading mifchief; you make
brothers and fifters hate each other."

When Johnfon faw fome young ladies in Lin-

colnfhire who were remarkably well behaved^

owing to their mother's ftridl difcipline and feverc

corredlion, he exclaimed, in one of Shakfpeare's

lines a little varied,

" Rod, I will honour thee for this thy duty."

That fuperiority over his fellows, which he

maintained with fo much dignity in his march

through life, was not afTumcd from vanity and

C 4 oftcntation,
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oftentation, but was the natural and conftant effect

of thofe extraordinary powers of mind, of which

he could not but be confcious by comparifon ; the

intelleftual difference, which in other cafes of

comparifon of chara6lers, is often a matter of un-

decided conteft, being as clear in his cafe as the

fuperiority of ftature in fome men above others.

Johnfon did not ftrut or fland on tip-toe: He
only did not ftoop. From his earlieft years, his

fuperiority was perceived and acknowledged.

He was from the beginning Avag AvJpwy a king

of men. His fchoolfellow, Mr. Hedor, has

obligingly furnifhed me with many particulars of

his boyifh days : and afTured me that he never

knew him corre6led at fchool, but for talking

and diverting other boys from their bufinefs. He
leemed to learn by intuition ; for though indolence

and procraftination were inherent in his conftitu-

tion, whenever he m.ade an exertion he did more

than any one elfe. In fhort, he is a memorable

inftance of what has been often obferved, that the

boy is the mian in miniature: and that the diflin-

guilhing chara6lerifticks of each individual are the

fame, through the whole courfe of life. His

favourites ufed to receive very liberal afliftance

from him ; and fuch v/as the fubmiflion and de-

ference vnth which he was treated, fuch the de-

fire to obtain his regard, that three of the boys>

of whom Mr. Hedor was fometimes one, ufed to

come in the morning as his humble attendants,

and carry him to fchool. One in the middle

Hooped, while he fat upon his back, and one on

iCach fide fupported him ; and thus he was borne

triumphante
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triumphant. Such a proof of the early predo-

minance of intelledhial vigour is very remarkable,

and does honour to human nature. Talking to

me once himfelf of his being much diftinguifhed

at fchool, he told me, " they never thought to

raife me by comparing me to any one ; they never

faid, Johnfon is as good a fcholar as fuch a one

;

but fuch a one is as good a fcholar as Johnfon

;

and this was faid but of one, but of Lowe; and

I do not think he was as good a fcholar."

He difcovered a great ambition to excel, which

roufed him to counterad his indolenc*r. He was

uncommonly inquifitive ; and his memory was (6

tenacious, that he never forgot any thing that he

either heard or read. Mr. He6lor remembers

having recited to him eighteen verfes, which, after

a little paufe, he repeated verbatimy varying only

one epithet, by which he improved the line.

He never joined with the other boys in their

ordinary diverfions : his only amufement was in

winter, when he took a pleafure in being drawn

upon the ice by a boy barefooted, who pulled him

along by a garter fixed round him ; no very eafy

operation, as his fize was remarkably large. His

defe6tive fight, indeed, prevented him from en-

joying the common fports ; and he oncepleafantly

remarked to me, " how wonderfully well he had

contrived to be idle without them." Lord Chef-

terfield, however, has juftly obferved in one of

his letters, when earneftly cautioning a friend

^ainft the pernicious eflx'6ls of idlcncfs, that adlivc

fports are not to be reckoned idkncfs in young

l^cople; and that the liftlcfs torpor of doing

nothing,
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nothing, alone deferves that name. Of thisdif-i

inal inertnels of difpofition, Johnfon had all his

life too great a Oiare. Mr. Hedor relates, that

" he could not oblige him m.ore than by faunter-

ing av/ay the hours of vacation in the fields, during

which he was more engaged in talking to himfelf

than to his companion."

Dr. Percy, the Bifhop of Dromore, who was

long intimately acquainted with him, and has pre-

ferved a few anecdotes concerning him, regretting

that he was not a more diligent collector, informs

me, that '^ when a boy he was immoderately fond

of reading romances of chivalry, and he retained

his fondnefs for them through life ; fo that (adds

his Lordfhip) fpending part of a fummer at my
parfonage-houfe in the country, he chofe for his

rcgular reading the old Spanifh romance of

Felixmarte of Hircania, in folio, which he

read quite through. Yet I have heard him attri-

bute to thefe extravagant fidlions, that unfettled

turn of mind which prevented his ever fixing in

any profeiTion."

After havinor refided for fome time at the houfe

of his uncle, Cornelius Ford, Johnfon was, at

die age of Mtcen, removed to the fchool of Stour-

bridge, in Worcefterfhire, of which Mr. Went-
worth was then mailer. This ftep v/as taken by

the advice of his coufin, the Reverend Mr. Fordjj

a man in whom both talents and good difpofitions

were difgraced by licentioufnefs '^, but who was a

yeiy able judge of what was right. At this fchool

* He is {aid to l^e the original of the parfoii in Hogarth's

Modern Midnight Converfation.

he
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he did not receive fo much benefit as was expelled.

It has been laid, that he a6led in the capacity of

an affiftant to Mr. Wentworth, in teaching th«

younger boys. " Mr. Wentworth (he told me)

was a very able man, but an idle man, and to mc
very fevere ; but I cannot blame him much. I was

then a big boy; he faw I did not reverence him;

and that he fhould get no honour by me. I had

brought enough with me, to carry me through

;

and all I fhould get at his fchool would be afcribed

to my own labour, or to my former mailer. Yec

he taught me a great deal."

He thus difcriminated, to Dr. Percy, Bilhop of

Dromore, his progrefs at his two grammar-

fchools. " At one, I learnt much in the fchool,

but little from the mafler ; in the other, I learnt

much from the mafter, but little in the fchool.''

The Bifhop alfo informs me, that " Dr.

Johnfon's father, before he was received at Stour-

bridge, applied to have him admitted as a fcholar

and afTiftant to the Reverend Samuel Lea, M. A.

head mafter of Newport fchool, in Shropfliire

;

(a very diligent good teacher, at that time in high

reputation, under whom Mr. Holhs is faid, in

the Memoirs of his Life, to have been alio edu-

cated ^) This application to Mr. Lea was not

fuccefsful ; but Johnfon had afterwards the grati-

fication to hear that the old gentleman, who lived

to a very advanced age, mentioned it as one of

the mod memorable events of his life, that *< he

was very near having that great man for his fcholar/*

' As wa» Ukcwifc the Bilhop of Promorc many yean

rwards,

3 H»
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He remained at Stourbridge little more than a

year, and then returned home, where he may be

faid to have loitered, for two years, in a ftate very

. unworthy his uncommon abilities. He had al-

ready given feveral proofs of his poetical genius,

both in his fchool-exercifes and in other occafional

compofitions. Of thefe I have obtained a confi-

derable coiledion, by the favour of Mr. Went-

worth, fon of one of his mailers, and of Mr.

He6lor, his fchoolfellow and friend -, from which

I feledl the following fpecimens:

"Tranjlaticn cf Virgil. Pajloral I

.

M E L I B yE u s.

Now, Tityrus, you, fupine and carelefs laid,

^*
Play on your pipe beneath this beechen fhade

;

While wretched we about the world muft roam,

And leave our pleafing fields and native home.

Here at your eafe you fing your amorous flame.

And the wood rings with Amarillis' name.

Tityrus.
Thofe bleflings, friend, a deity beftow'd.

For I fhall never think him lefs than God j

Oft on his altar fliall my firftlings he,

Their blood the confecrated ftones fhall dye

:

He gave my flocks to graze the flowery meads.

And me to tune at eafe th' unequal reeds.

Me L I B 7^ u s.

My admiration only I exprefl:,

(No fpark of envy harbours in my breafl:)

That,
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That, when confufion o'er the country reigns.

To you alone this happy flate remains.

Here I, though faint myfelf, muft drive my goats.

Far from their antient fields and humble cots.

This fcarce I lead, who left on yonder rock

Two tender kids, the hopes of all the flock.

Had we not been pcrverfe and carelefs grown.

This dire event by omens was forefhown ;

Our trees were blafted by the thunder ftroke.

And left-hand crows, from an old hollow oak;

Foretold the coming evil by their difmal croak.;•.!

'Tranjlation of Horace, Book I. Ode xxii.

THE man, my friend, whofe confclous heart

With virtue's facred ardour glows.

Nor taints with death the envenomed dart,

Nor needs the guard of Moorilh bows

:

Though Scythia's icy clifi^s he treads,

Or horrid Africk's faithlefs fands j

Or where the fam'd Hydafpes fpreads

His liquid wealth o'er barbarous lands.

For while by Chloc's image charmed.

Too far in Sabine woods I Ilray'd i

Me finging, carelefs and unarm'd,

A grizly wolf furprifed, and fled.

No favage more porteniwu^ i.ain'J

Apulia's fpacious wilds with gore ;

No fiercer Juba's thirfty land.

Dire nurfc of raging lions, bore.

7 Place
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Place me where no foft fummer gale

Among the quivering branches fighs 5

Where clouds condensed for ever veil

With horrid gloom the frowning fkies

:

Place me beneath the burning line,

A clime deny'd to human race

;

ril fing of Chloe's charms divine.

Her heav'nly voice, and beauteous face*

^ranjlation ^Horace, Book II. Ode ix.

CLOUDS do not always veil the fkies.

Nor fhowers immerfe the verdant plains

Nor do the billows always rife.

Or florms afHidt the ruffled main.

Nor, Valgius, on th* Armenian fhores

Do the chained waters always freeze 5

Not always furious Boreas roars.

Or bends with violent force the trees.

But you are ever drown'd in tears.

For Myfles dead you ever mourn 5

No fetting Sol can eafe your care.

But finds you fad at his return.

The wife experienc'd Grecian fage

Mourn'd not Antilochus fo long;

Nor did King Priam's hoary age

So much lament his flaughter'd fon.

Leave off, at length, thefe woman's fighs,

Auguflus' numerous trophies fing j

Repeat that prince's vidories.

To v/hom all nations tribute bring,

Niphates
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Niphates rolls an humbler wave,

At length the undaunted Scythian yields.

Content to live the Roman's flave.

And fcarcc forfakes his native fields,

Tranflation of part of the Dialogue between Hector
and Andromache^ from the fixth Book of

FIomer's Iliad.

SHE ceas'd j then godlike He^lor anfwer'd kind,

(His various plumage fporting in the wind)

That poll, and all the red, Ihall be my care

;

But fhall I, then, forfake the unfinifhed war?

How would the Trojans bi-and great Hedtor's name

!

And one bafe action fully all my fame.

Acquired by wounds and battles bravely fought

!

Oh ! how my foul abhors fo mean a thought.

Long fince I learn'd to flight this fleeting breath.

And view with cheerful eyes approaching death.

The inexorable fillers have decreed

That Priam*s houfe, and Priam's felf fhall bleed:

The day will come, in which proud Troy fliali yield.

And fpread its fmoking ruins o'er the field.

Yet Hecuba's, nor Priam's hoary age,

Whofe blood (hall quench fome Grecian's thirfly

rage.

Nor my brave brothers, that have bit the ground.

Their fouls difmifs'd through many a ghaflly wound.

Can in my bofom half that grief create,

As the fad thought of your impending fite :

When fome proud Grecian dame fliall talks impofe,

Mimick your tears, and ridicule your woes

;

Beneath
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Beneath Hyperia's waters fhall you fweat.

And, fainting, fcarce fupport the liquid weight:

Then fhall fontie Argive loud infulting cry,

Behold the wife of Heclor, guard of Troy !

Tears, atmy name, fhall drown thofe beauteous eyes.

And that fair bofom heave with rifing fighs !

Before that day, by fome brave hero's hand
May I lie flain, and fpurn the bloody fand.

To a Y ovNG Lady on ber Bikt h-D a y\ -

THIS tributary verfe receive my fair.

Warm with an ardent lover's fondeft pray'r.

May this returning day for ever find

, Thy form more lovely, more adorn'd thy mind -,

All pains, all cares, may favouring heav'n remove.

All but the fweet folicitudes of love 1

May powerful nature join with grateful art.

To point each glance, and force it to the heart!

O then, when conquered crouds confefs thy fway.

When ev'n proud wealth and prouder wit obey.

My fair, be mindful of the mighty truft,

Alas! 'tis hard for beauty to bejufl.

Thofe fovereign charms with flridlefl care employ;

Nor give the generous pain, the worthlefs joy

:

With his own form acquaint the forward fool.

Shewn in the faithful glafs of ridicule ;

Teach mimick cenfure her own faults to find.

No more let coquettes to themfelves be blind.

So fhall Belinda's charms improve mankind. i

^ Mr. Hedor informs me, that this was made almoft im*

prompuy in his prefence.

The
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The Young Authour^.

WHEN firft the peafant, long inclined to roam,

Forfakes his rural fports and peaceful home.

Pleased with the fcene the fmiling ocean yields.

He fcorns the verdant meads and flow'ry fields;

Then dances jocund o'er the watery way.

While the breeze whifpers, and the dreamers play

:

Unbounded profpeds in his bofom roll,

And future millions lift h'is rifing foul ,

In blifsful dreams he digs the golden mine.

And raptured fees the new-found ruby fhine.

Joys infincere ! thick clouds invade the fkies.

Loud roar the billows, high the waves arife -,

Sick'ning with fear, he longs to view the fliorc.

And vows to truft the faithlefs deep no more.

So the young Authour, panting after fame.

And the long honours of a lading name,

Entrufts his happinefs to human kind.

More falfe, more cruel, than the feas or wind,

" Toil on, dull croud, in extacies he cries.

For wealth or title, pcrifliable prize

;

While I thofe tranfitory bleffings fcorn.

Secure of praifc from ages yet unborn."

This thought once form'd, all council comes too late.

He flies to prcfs, and hurries on his fate

;

Swifdy he fees the imagin'd laurels fpread.

And feels the unfading wreath furround his head,

Warn'd by another's fate, vain youth, be wife,

Thofc dreams were Setde's once, and Ogilby's:

' This he infcrtcd, with many altcraiioni, in the Gentleman k

Magazine, 1743.

Vol. I. D The
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The pamphlet fpreads, inceflant hiflcs rife.

To fome retreat the baffled writer flies;

Where no four criticks fnarl, no fneers mole(l>

Safe fronn the tart lampoon, and fl:inging jefti

There begs of heav'n a lefs diftinguifli'd lot.

Glad to be hid, and proud to be forgot^

Epilogue, intended to have been fpoken by a Lady

who was to perfonate the Ghofi of Hermione*.

Y E blooming train, who give defpair or joyi

Blefs with a fmile, or with a frown deftroy

;

In whofe fair cheeks deftru6live Cupids wait.

And with unerring fliafts diftribute fate

;

Whofe fnowy breads, whofe animated eyes.

Each youth admires, though each admirer dies;

' Whilfl: you deride their pangs in barb'rous play,'

Unpitying fee them weep, and hear them pray,

And unrelenting fport ten thoufand lives away;

For you, ye fair, I quit the gloomy plains

;

Where fable night in all her horrour reigns j

No fragrant bowers, no delightful glades.

Receive th' unhappy ghoflrs of fcornful maids.

For kind, for tender nymphs the myrtle blooms.

And weaves her bending boughs in pleafing glooms;

Perennial rofes deck each purple vale,

And fcents ambrofial breathe in every gale

:

Far hence are banifli'd vapours, fpleen, and tears.

Tea, fcandal, ivory teeth, and languid airs

;

* Some young ladies at Lichfield having propofed to aft '* The

Dlftiefled Mother," Johnfon wrote this, and gave it to Mn
Heftor to convev it privately to them.

No

ri
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No pug, nor favourite Cupid there enjoys

The balnny kifs, for which poor Thyrfis dies

;

Form'd to delight, they ufe no foreign arms,

Nor torturing whalebones pinch them into charms

;

No confcious blufhes there their cheeks inflame.

For thofe who feel no guilt can know no fliamc; .

Unfaded ftill their former charms they fliew.

Around them pleafures wait, and joys for ever new.

But cruel virgins meet feverer fates

;

Expeird and exil'd from the blili ful feats.

To dilmal realms, and regions void of peace.

Where furies ever howl, and ferpents hifs.

O'er the fad plains perpetual tempefls figh.

And pois'nous vapours, black'ning all the (ky,

With livid hue the faireft face o*ercaft.

And every beauty withers at the blaft

:

Where e'er they fly their lover's ghofts purfuc,

Infli(^ing all thofe ills which once they knew;

Vexation, Fury, Jealoufy, Defpair,

Vex cvVy eye, and every bofom tcarj

Their foul deformities by all defcry'd.

No maid to flatter, and no paint to hide.

Then melt, ye fair, while crouds around you f)gh.

Nor let difdain fit lowring in your eye;

A^ith pity foften every awful grace.

And beauty fmile aufpicious in each face ;

To eafc their pains exert your milder power.

So fliall you guiltlefs reign, and all mankind adore.

The two years which he fpcnt at home, after his

return from Stourbridge, he paflTed in what he

thought idlcncfs, and was fcolded by his father for

his want of fteady aj)pli cation. He had no Icttled

D 2 plan

j:>
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]]^^' plan of life, nor looked forward at all, but merely

M'duig* ^^^^^ from day to day. Yet he read a great deal

in a defultory manner, without any fcheme of

fludy, as chance threw books in his way, and

inclination direded him through them. He ufed

to mention one curious inftance of his cafual read-

ing, when but a boy. Having imagined that his

brother had hid fome apples behind a large folio

upon an upper flielf in his father's fhop, he climbed

up to fearch for them. There were no apples 5

but the large folio proved to be Petrarch, whom
he had feen mentioned, in fome preface, as one of

the reftorers of learning. His curiofity having

been thus excited, he fat down with avidity, and

read a great part of the book. What he read

during thefe two years, he told me, was not works

of mere amufement, " not voyages and travels,

but all literature. Sir, all ancient writers, a)l

manly; though but litde Greek, only fome of

Anacreon and Hefiod ; but in this irregular man-

ner (added he) I had looked into a great many
books, which were not commonly known at the

Univerfities, where they feldom read any books

but what are put into their hands by their tutors -,

fo that when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, now

mailer of Pembroke College, told me, I was the

bed qualified for the Univerfity that he had ever

known come there."

In eflimating the progrefs of his mind during

thefe two years, as well as in future periods of his

life, we muft not regard his own hafty confefTion

of idlenefs ; for we fee, when he explains himfelf,

that he was acquiring various ilores i and, indeed,

he
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he himfelf concluded the account, with faying, " I

would not have you think I was doing nothing

then/* He might, perhaps, have ftudied more

afliduouflv; but it may be doubted, whether fuch

a mind as his was not more enriched by roaming

at large in the fields of literature, than if it had

been confined to any fingle fpot. The analogy

between body and mind is very general, and the

parallel will hold as to their food, as well as any

other particular. The flefli of animals who feed

excurfivcly, is allowed to have a higher flavonr

than that of thofe who are cooped up. May there

not be the fame difference between men who read

as their tafte prompts, and men who are confined

in cells and colleges to dated tafks ?

That a man in Mr. Michael Johnfon's circum-

ilances fhould think of fending his fon to the ex-

pcnfive Univerfity of Oxford, at his own charge,

fcems very improbable. The fubje6l was too deli-

cate to quedion Johnfon upon : But I have been

affurcd by Dr. Taylor, that the fcheme never would

have taken place, had not a gentleman of Shrop-

fliire, one of his fchoolfellows, fpontaneoufly un-

dertaken tofupport him at Oxford, in the charadter

of his companion ; though, in fa6l, lie never re-

ceived any affillance whatever from that gentleman.

He, however, went to Oxford, and was entered

a Commoner of Pembroke College, on the 31 ft

of Odober, 1728, being then in his nineteenth

year.

The Reverend Dr. Adams, who afterwards

^..cfided over Pembroke College with univerfal

cftccm, told me he was prcfent, and gave me fomc

D J account
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J2^^ account of what pafTed on the night of Johnibn's
^tat. 19. arrival at Oxford. On that evening, his father,

wlio had anxioufly accompanied him, found means
to have him introduced to Mr. Jorden, who was
to be his tutor. His being put under any tutor,

reminds us of what Wood fays of Robert Burton,

authour of the <^ Anatomy of Melancholy," when
eleded fludent of Chrift Church ; " for form's

fake, though he wanted not a tutor, he was put un-

der the tuition of Dr. John Bancroft, afterwards

Bifliopof Oxon^."

His father feemed very full of the merits of his

fon, and told the company he was a good fcholar,

and a poet, and wrote Latin verfes. His figure

and manner appeared ftrange to them ; but he be-

, haved modeftly, and fat filent, till upon fomething

which occurred in the courfe of converfation, he

fuddenly ftruck in and quoted Macrobius ; and thus

he gave the firfl impreffion of that more extenfive

reading in which he had indulged himfelf.

His tutor, Mr. Jorden, fellow of Pembroke,

was not, it feems, a man of fuch abilities as we
fhould conceive requifite for the inftrudtor of

Samuel Johnfon, who gave me the following ac-

count of him. "He was a very worthy man, but

a heavy man, and I did not profit much by his in-

ftrudions. Indeed, I did not attend him much.

The firil day after I came to college, I waited

upon him, and then (laid away four. On the

iixth, Mr. Jorden afked me why I had not at-

tended. I anfvvered, I had been Aiding in Chrift-

5 j\then. Oxon, edit. 172 1. p. 628,

Church
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Church meadow. And this I faid with as much 1728-

non-chalance as I am now' talking to you. 1 had
^JJ][Jf79.

no notion that I was wrong or irreverent to my
tutor.'* BoswELL. *' That, Sir, was great forti-

tude of mind." Johnson. " No Sir^ flark

infenfibility*."

The fifth of November was at that time kept

with great folemnity at Pembroke College, and

cxercifes upon the fubjedl of the day were required.

Johnfon neglefted to perform his, which is much
to be regretted \ for his vivacity of imagination,

and force of language, would probably have pro-

duced fomething fublime upon the gunpowder plot.

To apologife for his ncgled:, he gave in a Ihort

copy of verfes, entitled Somniiim^ containing a

common thought; " that the Mufe had come to him

in his flcep and whifpered, that it did not become

him to write on fuch fubjedls as politicks \ he fliould

confine himfelf to humbler themes :" but the verfi-

fication was truly Virgilian.

He had a love and refpe6l for Jorden, not for

his literature, but for his worth. " Whenever
(faid he) a young man becomes Jorden's pupil, he

becomes hisfon."

Having given fuch a i'pecimcn of his poetical

powers, lie was alked by Mr. Jorden, to tranflatc

Pope's Mcfliah into Latin verfe, as a Chriftmas

cxcrcife. He performed it with uncommon rapi-

dity, and in lb mallerly a manner, that he obtained

"Oxford, 20ih March, 1776.

*ll ought to be rcmcml)crcd, that Dr. Johnfon was apt, in

hii literary as well as moraJ exert ifcs, to overcharge hi* defeAi.

Dr. Adam* informed me, that lie attended hii tutor's leclurts,

and alfg the Icdturci in the College Hall, very regularly.

D 4 great
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great applaufe from it, which ever after kept him
high in the eftimation of his College, and, indeed,

of all the Univerfity.

It is faid, that Mr. Pope exprefled himfelf con-

cerning it in terms of ftrong approbation. Dr.

Taylor told me, that it was firll printed for old

Mr. Johnfon, without the knowledge of his fon,

who was very angry when he heard of it. A
mifcellany of Poems collected by a perfon of the

name of Hiifbands, was publifhed at Oxford in

173 1. In that mifcellany Johnfon's Tranflation

of the MefTiah appeared, with this modeft inotto

from Scaliger's Poeticks, " Ex alieno ingenio Toeta^

exjiio tantum verjificator,^'

I am not ignorant that critical objedtions have

been made to this and other fpecimens ofJohnfon's

Latin Poetry. I acknowledge myfelf not com-
petent to decide on a queftion of fuch extreme

nicety. But I am fatisfied with the juft and dif-

criminative eulogy pronounced upon it by my
friend Mr. Courtenay.

'^ And with like eafe his vivid lines afiume

" The garb and dignity of ancient Rome.

—

'' Let college verje-men trite conceits exprefs,

" Trick'd out in fplendid flireds of Virgil's drefsj

'^ From playful Ovid cull the tinfel phrafe,

'* And vapid notions hitch in pilfer'd lays

;

" Then with mofaick art the piece combine,

" And boaft the glitter of each dulcet line

:

" Johnfon adventured boldly to transfufe

^' His vigorous fenfe into the Latian mufe i

"Afpir'd
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*^ Afpir'd to fhine by unrefle6led light,

" And with a Roman's ardour think and write.

" He felt the tuneful nine his bread infpire,

'' And, like a mailer, wak'd the foothing lyre:

" Horatian drains a grateful heart proclaim,

" While Sky's wild rocks refound his Thralia's

" name.

—

*' Hefperia's plant, in fome lefs flcilfal hands.

'< To bloom a while, fadtitious heat demands

:

" Though glowing Maro a faint warmth fupplies,

" The fickly blofibm in the hot-houfe dies

:

" By Johnfon's genial culture, art, and toil,

*' Its root ftrikcs deep, and owns the foft'ring foilj

" Imbibes our fun through all its fwelling veins,

*' And grows a native of Britannia's plains
^"

The *^ morbid melancholy, which was lurking

in his conftitution, and to which we may afcribe

thofe particularities, and that averfion to regular

life, which, at a very early period, marked his

charader, gathered fuch flrength in his twentieth

year, as to affli6i: him in a dreadful manner-

While he was at Lichfield, in the College vacation

of the year 1729, he felt himfelf overwhelmed

with an horrible hypochondria, with perpetual ir-

ritation, fretfulnefs, and impatience ; and with a

dcjc6tion, gloom, and defpair, which made ex-

iftencc mifcry. From this difmal malady he ne-

ver afterwards was perfedlly relieved; and all his

labours, and all his enjoyments, were but tem-

porary intcrru[)rinn^ nf its baleful influence. How

' Pociical Review of the Literary ami Moral Chara(51cr of Dr.

Johnfon, by John Courtcn;;. » Kfu. M. P.

6 wonderful
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wonderful, how unlearchable are the ways of God \

Johnfon, who was bled with all the powers of

genius and underftanding in a degree far above the

ordinary Hate of human nature, was at the fame

time vifited with a diforder fo affli(5live, that they

who know it by dire experience, will not envy his

exalted endowments. That it was, in fome de-

gree, occafioned by a defect in his nervous fyftem,

that inexplicable part of our frame, appears highly

probable. He told Mr. Paradife that he was fome-

times fo languid and inefficient, that he could not

diftinguifh the hour upon the town-clock.

Johnfon, upon the firft violent attack of this

diforder, llrove to overcome it by forcible exer-

tions. He frequently walked to Birmingham and

back again, and tried many other expedients, but

all in vain. His exprefTion concerning it to me
was, "I did not then know how to manage it."

His diftrefs became fo intolerable, that he applied

to Dr. Swinfen, phyfician in Lichfield, his god-

father, and put into his hands a ftate of his cafe,

written in Latin. Dr. Swinfen was fo muchilruck

with the extraordinary acutenefs, refearch, and

eloquence of this paper, that in his zeal for his

godfon he fhewed it to feveral people. His
daughter, Mrs. Defmoulins, who was many years

humanely fupported in Dr. Johnfon's houfe in

i^ondon, told me, that upon his difcovering that

Dr. Swinfen had communicated his cafe, he was

fo much offended, that he was never afterwards

fully reconciled to him. He indeed had good

reafon to be offended j for though Dr. Swinfen's

rnotive was good, he inconfiderately betrayed a

niatte;r
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matter deeply interefling and of great delicacy, ^^7^9-
^

which had been entrnfted to him in confidence
; ^t^j, 20.

and expofed a complaint of his young friend and

patient, which, in th(^ fuperficial opinion of the

generality of mankind, ii attended with contempt

and difgrace.

Birt let not little men triumph upon knowing

that Johnfon was an Hypochondriack, was fub-

jeft to what the learned, philofophical, and pious

Dr. Cheyne has fo well treated, under the title of

« The Englifh Malady." Though he fuffered

feverely from it, he was not therefore degraded.

The powers of his great mind might be troubled,

and their full exercife fufpended at times ; but the

mind itfelf was ever entire. As a proof of this,

it is only neceflary to confider, that, when he was

at the very worft, he compofed that (late of his

own cafe, which fhewed an uncommon vigour,

not only of fancy and tafbe, but of judgement. I

am aware that he himfelf was too ready to call fuch

a complaint by the mvnt o( madnefs ; in conformity

with which notion, he has traced its gradations,

with exquifite nicet}'', in one of the chapters of

his Rasselas. But there is furely a clear diftinc-

tion between a difordcr which affedls only the ima-

gination and fpirits, while the judgement is found,

and a diforder by which the judgement itfelf is im-

paired. This diitin6lion was made to me by the

late ProfelTor Gaubius of Leydcn, phyfician to the

IVince of Orange, in a converfation which I had

with him feveral years ago, and he expanded it

ihus: ** If (faid lie) a man tells me that he is

gricvoufly dillurbed, for that he imagines he fees a

ruffian
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ruffian coming againft hini with a drawn fword,

diough at the lame time he is confcicus it is a delu^

fion, I pronounce him to have a difordered ima-

ginauon ; but if a man tells me that he fees this,

and in confternation calls to me to look at it, I

pronounce him to be mad.''

It is a common effe6l of low fpirits or melan-

choly, to make thofe who are afflidted with it ima^

gine that they are adually fuffering thofe evils

which happen to be mod ftrongly prefented to

their minds. Some have fancied themfelves to be

deprived of the ufe of their limbs, fome to la-

bour under acute difeafes, others to be in extreme

poverty ; when, in truth, there was not the leaft

reality in any of the fuppofitions ; lb that when

the vapours were difpelled, they were convinced

of the delufion. To Johnfon, whofe fupreme

enjoyment was the exercife of his reafon, the

dillurbance or obfcuration of that faculty was the

evil mofl to be dreaded. Infanity, therefore, was

the obje6l of his moft difmal apprehenfion ; and

he fancied himfelf feized by it, or approaching to

it, at the very time when he was giving proofs

of a more than ordinary foundnefs and vigour of

judgement. That his own difeafed imagination

ihould have fo far deceived him, isflirange; but

it is ftranger ftill that fome of his friends Ihould

have given credit to his groundlefs opinion, when

they had fuch undoubted proofs that it was totally

fallacious; though it is by no means furprifing

that thofe who widi to depreciate him, fhould,

fince his death, have laid hold of this circumflance,

and infilled upon it with very unfair aggravation.

Amidft
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Amidft the opprcfiion and diftradion of a dif-

cafe which very few have felt in its full extent, ^tatT jo,

but many have experienced in a (lighter degree,

Johnfon, in his writings, and in his converfadon,

never failed to difplay all the varieties of intelle^liuil

excellence. In his march through this world to

a better, his mind flill appeared grand and bril-

liant, and imprefled all around him with the truth

of Virgil's noble fentiment

—

*^ Igneus eft ollis vigor et ccelejlis oigo,'*

The hiflory of his mind as to religion is an im-

portant article. I have mentioned the early im-

prefTions made upon his tender imagination by his

mother, who continued her pious care with alTiduity,

but, in his opinion, not with judgement. "Sun-
day (faid he) was a heavy day to me when 1 wa^s

a boy. My mother confined me on that day, ancl

made me read * The Whole Duty of Man,* from

a great part of which I could derive no inilru6lion.

When, for inftance, I had read the chapter on

theft, which from my infancy I had been taught

was wrong, I was no more convinced that theft

was wrong than before ; fo there was no accefilon

of knowledge. A boy fliould be introduced to

fuch books, by having his attention direfted to

the arrangement, to the (lile, and other excellen-

cies of compofitioni that the mind being thus

engaged by an amufing variety of objedls, may
not grow weary."

He communicated to me the following particu-

lars upon the fubjed of his religious progrefs. " I

fell into an inattention to religion, or an indifference

about it, in my ninth year. The church at

Lichfield,
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1729. Lichfield, in which we had a feat, wanted repara-

^^^j" 20!
^^^"' ^^ ^ ^^^ ^° S^ ^"^ ^^"^^ ^ ^^^^ ""^ ^^^^^ churches

;

and having bad eyes, and being awkward about
this, I ufed to go and read in the fields on Sun-
day. This habit continued till my fourteenth

year -, and ftill I find a great reludlance to go to

church. 1 then became a fort of lax talker againfl

religion, for I did not much tbmk againfl itj and
this lafled till I went to Oxford, where it would
not be Suffered, When at Oxford,

, I took up
' Law's Serious Call to the Unconverted,' expe6l:-

ing to find it a dull book, (as fuch books gene-
rally are,) and perhaps to kugh at it. But I found
Law quite an overmatch for me; and this was
the firft occafion of my thinking in earnefl of re-

ligion, after I became capable of rational in-

quiry*" From this time forward, religion was the

predominant

*Mrs. Piozzi has given a ftrange fantaftlcal account of the
original of Dr. Johnfon's belief in our moft holy religion.
•' At the age o'i ten years his mind was diaurbed by fcruples of
infidelity, which preyed upon his fpirits, and made him very
uneafy, the more {o, as he revealed his uncafmefs to none, bein«j-

naturally (as he faidj of a Allien temper, and referved difpofit

tion. He fearched, however, diligently, but fruitlefsly, for
evidences of the truth of revelation; and, at length, recolLaing
a book he had once {i:.tn [Ifuppo/e at fi've years old\ in his father's

fhop, intitled De n>eritate Rtligionls, ^r. he began to think
himfelf highly culpable for negleding fuch a means of informa-
tion, and took himfelf feverely to ta(k for this///, adding many
aa« of voluntary, and, to others, unknown penance. The
firft opportunity which offered, of courfe, he feized the book
with avidity; but, on examination, not finding himfelfjcholar
tnojigh toperife its contents, fet his heart at reft ; and not think,
ing to enquire whether there were any Englifti books written on
the fubjea, followed his ufual amufemeots and confidered ku

cmfciencc
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predominant obiecft of his thoughts ; though, with ^''^^'
j

the juft fentiments of a confcientious chriftian, he ^tat. 20.

lamented that his practice of its duties fell far

fhort of what it ought to be.

This inftance of a mind fuch as that of John-

fon being firfl: difpfed, by an unexpected incident,

to think with anxiety of the momentous concerns

of eternity, and of " what he fliould dp to be

favedj" may for ever be produced in oppofition to

the fuperficial and fomecimes profane contempt

that has been thrown upon thofe occafional impref-

fions which it is certain many chriftians have ex-

perienced j though it mud be acknowledged that

weak minds, from an erroneous fuppofition that

no man is in a (late of grace who has not felt a par-

ticular converfion, have, in fome cafes, brought

a degree of ridicule upon them; a ridicule, of

which it is inconfiderate or unfair to make a gene-

ral application,

sonfci^nce as lightened of a crime. iJc redoubled his diligence

to learn the language that contained the information he moft

v-ifhed for; but from the pain which guilt [»ame/y halving

emitted' to read ivhat he did not underjiaud\ had given him, he

BOW l^gan to deduce the foul's immortality, \afevfution ofpain

in this nx.'orld being an UHqucjlionoble proof of exifltnce in anothcr\

which was the point that l>clicf firft ftopped at; and from that

moment rejohing to he a ChrijVian^ Ix^came one of the moft zealous

and pious ones our nation ever pro<luced. " Anecdotes p. 1 7.

This it one of ihc numerous mifreprcfentations of this lively

lady, which it is worth while to correiJ^ ; for if credit (Jiould

be given to fuch a childiih, irrational, and ridiculous ftatcmcnt

of the foundation of Dr. Johnfon's faith in Chriftianity, howr

little credit would be due to it. Mrs. Piozzi fccms to wi(h, that

the world (hould chink Dr. Johofon alfo under the influence of

that cafy logic Ic, Hiet pro ralisne lolu/itat.

How
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•1729. How ferioufly Johnfon was imprelTed with a

fenfe of religion, even in the vigour of his youth,

appears from the following pafTage in his minutes

kept by way of diary: Sept. 7, 1736. I have

this day entered upon my 28 th year. " May eft

thou, O God, enable me, for j£sus Christ's

fake, to fpend this in fuch a manner, that I may
receive comfort from it at the hour of death, and

in the day of judgement 1 Amen.''

The particular courfe of his reading while at

Oxford, -and during the time of vacation which

he paired at home, cannot be traced. Enough

has been faid of his irregular mode of ftudy. He
told me, that from his earlieft years he loved to

read poetry, but hardly ever read any poem to an

end; that he read Shakfpeare at a period fo early,

that the fpeech of the Ghoft in Hamlet terrified

him when he was alone ; that Horace's Odes were

the compofitions in which' he took moft delight,

and it was long before he liked his Epiftles and

Satires. He told me what he rC2id/oIidly at Oxford

was Greek ; not the Grecian hiftorians, but Ho-
mer and Euripides, and now and then a little

Epigram -, that the ftudy of which he was the moft

fond was Metaphyficks, but he had not read much,

even in that way. I always thought that he did

himfelf injuftice in his account of what he had

read, and that he muft have been fpeaking with

reference to the vaft portion of ftudy which is pof-

fible, and to which a few fcholars in the whole

hiftory of literature have attained; for when I once

afked him whether a perfon whofe name I have

now forgotten, ftudied hard, he anfwered " No,
Sir,
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Sir. I do not believe he fludied hard. I never '7-9-

knew a man who fludied hard. I conclude, in- j^^^j.

deed, from the efFedts, that fome men have

fludied hard, as Bentley and Clarke." Trying

him by that criterion upon which he formed his

judgement of others, we may be abfolutely cer-

tain, both from his writings and his converfation,

that his reading was very extenfive. Dr. Adam
Smith, than whom few were better judges on this

fubje(5t, once obferved to me, that ^^ Johnfon

knew more books than any man alive." He had

a peculiar facility in feizing at once what was valu-

able in any book, without fubmitting to the labour

of perufing it from beginning to end. He had>

from the irritability of his conftitution, at all times,

an impatience and hurry when he either read or

wrote. A certain apprehenfion, arifing from no-

velty, made him write his firfl exercife at Col-

lege twice over ; but he never took that trouble

with any other compofition ; and we Hiall fee that

his mofl excellent works were flruck off at a heat,

with rapid exertion.

Yet he appears, from his early notes or memo-
randums in my pofieflion, to have at various times

attempted, or at leafl planned, a methodical courfc

of fludy, according to computation, of which he

was all his life fond, as it fixed his attennon flcadily

upon fomething without, and prevented his mind

from preying upon itfclf. Thus I find in his hand-

writing the nun.bcr of lines in each of two of Eu-
ripitlcs's Tragcdici:, of the Gcorgicks of Virgil, of

the firfl fix books of the /Kncid, of noiac;:'s Art of

Poetry, of three of the books of Ovid's Mctamor-
V'ui-. I. E phofts,
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1729. phofis, of fome parts of Theocritus, and of the

*rr^'-""^ tenth Satire of Juvenal ; and a table, fliowine at

the rate or various numbers a day, (1 luppolc

verfes to be read,) what would be, in each cafe,

the total annount in a v/eek, month, and year.

No man had a more ardent love of literature,

or a higher refpe6l for it, than Johnfjn. His apart-

ment in Pembroke College was that upon the fe~

Gond floor, over the gateway. The eijthufiafts of

learning will ever contemplate it with veneration.

One day, while he was fitting in it quite alone. Dr.

Panting, then mailer of the College, whom he

called " a fine Jacobite fellow," overheard hin^

tittering this foliloquy in his ftrong emphatick

voice :
" Well, I have a mind to fee what is done

in other places of learning. I'll go and vifit the

Univerfities abroad. I'll go to France and Italy,

ril go to Padua.—And I'll mind my bulinefs.

For an Athenian blockhead is the worft of ail

blockheads ^''

Dr. Adams told me that Johnion, while lie v/is

at Pembroke College, ^^ was care (Ted and loved by-

all about him, was a gay and frolickfome fellow,

and pajTed there the happieft part of his life.'*

"But this is a ftriking proof of the fallacy of appear-

ances, and how little any of us know of the real

internal ftate even of thofe whom we fee mod fre-

quently ; for the truth is, that he was then deprefied

by poverty, and irritated by difcafe. When I

5 I had this anecdote from Dr. Adams, and Dr. Johnfon con-

firmed it. Bramfton, in his " Man of Tafie," has the fame

thought:

** Sure, of all blockheads, fcholars are the worft."

mentioned



mentioned to him this account as.given me by

Dr.- Aidarns, he laid, ** Ah, Sir, I *was mad and

violen'r. It was bittemefs \^hrch they mifcook for

frolick. I was miferably poor, and. I thought to

fightmy way by my 'literature and' my wit ; fa I

difregardcd all power and all authority.'*

ThiC Bifhop of Dromore obferves in a letter to

me, •f The pleafure' he; took in vexing the tutors

and fe!!o[W^' has beerr 'oftert mentioned, JBut I have

heard him fay, wharoxrght to be recorded to thip

hono'ur of the prefentrenerable mailer of that Cor-

lege^'the Reverend \¥i)liam Adams, D. D. who
was .tliieh very young*^ and one of thejunior ftllows

;

that tfie mild but judicibus expoflulations "of this
'

worthy man, whofe virtue awed him, and whole

learning he revered, rnade him really alliamed of

himfejf, * though rfear'(faidhe) I was too proud

to own ir

**
I have iiudid from foire of his cotemporaries

that he >v^§ generally feen lounging at the College

gate, with a circle of ybiing ftudents round hinri,

whon) he was entertaining with wit, and keeping

from their ftudies, if not fpiriting them up to re-

bellion againft the College difcipline, which in his

maturier years he fo mu'ch extolled."'

He very early began to attempt keeping notes

or memorandums, by way of a diary of his life. I

find, in a parcel of loofe leaves, tfie following

fpirited refolution to coatcnd againft Ws natural in-

dolence: O^. 1729. ^^ T)efidii€Z\!' /yrents

ijlius catttihtts furdam fcjlhac aiircm t ^ . .. ../ us.—

I

bid farev/ell to Sloth, being re- folved henceforth not

to liftcn to her fyrcn ftrains." I have alfo in my
E 2 poflcITion

iEtit
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1-730, poflefTion a few leaves of another UbelluSy or little

v-*-^ book, entitled Annales, in which fome of the

early particulars of his , hiftory arc regiflered in

Latin.

I do not find that he formed any clofe intimacies

with his fellow-collegians. But Dr. Adams told

me, that he contracted a love and regard for Pem-
broke College, which he retained to the lafl- A
Ihort time before his death he fent to that College,

a prefent of all his works, to be depofited in their

library ; and he had thoughts, of leaving to it his

houfe at Lichfield; but his friends who were about

him very properly difTuaded him from it, and he

bequeathed it to fome poor relations. He took a

pleafure in boailing of the many eminent men who

had been educated at Pembroke. In this lift arc

found the names of Mr. Hawkins the Poetry

Profeflbr, Mr. Shenftone, Sir William Black-

(lone, and others^ 5 not forgetting the celebrated

popular preacher, Mr. George Whitefield, of

whom, though Dr. Johnfon did not think very

highly, it mufi be acknowledged that his elo-

quence was powerful, his views pious and chari-

table, his affiduity almoft incredible; and, that

fmce his death, the integrity of his charader has

been fully vindicated. Being himifelf a poet,

Johnfon was peculiarly happy in mentioning how
many of the fons of Pembroke were Poets; add-

ing, with a fmile of fportive triumph, " Sir, wc
are a neft of finging birds*"

Fie was not, however, blind to what he thought

the defeds of his own College; and I have, from

*See Na{h*« Hiflorv of Worcefterfliire, Vol. I. p. 529.

the
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the information of Dr. Taylor, a very flrong in-

llance of that rigid honefty which he ever inflex-

ibly preferved. Taylor had obtained his father's

confent to be entered of Pembroke, tliat he might

be with his fchoolfellow Johnfon, with whom,

though fome years older than himfelf, he was very

intimate. This would have been a great comfort

to Johnfon. But he fairly told Taylor that he

could not, in confcience, fuffer him to enter where

he knew he could not have an able tutor. He
then made enquiry all round the Univerfity, and

Jiaving found that Mr. Bateman, of Chrift-Church,

was the tutor of higheft reputation, Taylor was

entered of that College. Mr. Bateman's ledures

were fo excellent, that Johnfon ufed to come and

get them at fecond-hand from Taylor, till his po-

verty being fo extreme, that his flioes were worn

out, and his feet appeared through them, he faw

that this humiliating circumftance was perceived

by the Chrift-church-men, and he came no more,

lie was too proud to accept of money, and fome-

body having fet a pair of new flioes at his door,

he threw them away with indignation. How mufl

we feel when we read fuch an anecdote of Samuel

Johnfon !

His fpirited refufal of an elecmofynary fupply

of (lioes, arofe, no doubt, from a proper pride.

But, confidering his afcetick difpolition at times,

as acknowledged by himfelf in his Meditations,

and the I : ation wiih which fome have treated

the pccL .J of his charadcr, 1 Ihould not

wonder to hear it afcribcd to a principle of fuper-

llitious mortification i as wc arc told by TurfcUinus,

K I in
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in his Life of St. Ignat'aiis .l;oyola, that this intre-

pid founder of the order of Jcfdks, when he arrived

at Goa, after having made a fevere pilgrimage

through the eailern defartSi perfifled in wearing his

miferable fhattered (lioes, and when new ones were

offered him, rejedled them as an uRfuitabie in-

dulgence.

The res angiifta dojni prtvQntcd him from having

the advantage of a complete academical educa-

tion. The friend to whom he had trufted for fup-

port had deceived him. His debts in College,

though not great, were increafing ; and his fcanty

remittances from Lichfield, which had all along

been made v/ith great difficulty, could be fupphed

no longer, his father having fallen into a (late of

infolvency. Compelled, therefore, by irrefiflible

necefiity, he left the College in autumn, 173 1,

without a degree, having been a member of it

little more than three years.

Dr. AdamiS, the worthy and refpe6lable mailer

of Pembroke College, has generally had the re-

putation of being Johnfon's tutor. The fa6l,

^however, is, that in 1731 Mr. Jorden quitted the

College, and his pupils were transferred to Dr.

Adams -, fo that had Johnfon returned. Dr. Adams
iVGuldhave been bis tutor. It is to be wifhed, that

this connedlion had taken place. His equal tem-

per, mild difpofition, and politenefs of manners,

might have infenfibly foftened the harfnnefs of

Johnfon, and infufed into him thofe more delicate

charities, that petite morale, in which, it mufl be

confelTed, our great moralifl was more deficient

than his beft friends could fully juilify. Dr. Adams
:

J paid
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paid Johnfon this high compliinent. He fald to

me at Oxford, in 1776, "I was his nominal tutor ;

but he v/as above my mark." When I repeated it

to Johnfon, his eyes flafhed with grateful fatisfa^lion,

and he exclaimed, *^ That was liberal and noble.'*

And now (I had almoft [aid peer) Samuel John-

fon returned to his native city, deditute, and not

knowing how he fliould gain even a decent live-

lihood. His father's misfortunes in trade rendered

him unable to fupport his fon; and for fome time

there appeared no means by which he could main-

in himfelf. In the December of this year his

father died.

The (late of poverty in which he died, appears

from a note in one of Johnlbn's little diaries of the

blowing year, which flrongly difplays his fpiric

and virtuous dignity of mind. " 1732, Julii 15.

Undecim aureos depo/iiiy quo die quicquid ante matris

farms (quod/erutnftt precor) de paternis bonis/perari

licety viginii Jcilicet libras accept. UJque adeo mihi

fortuna fingenda efi. Interea^ ne paupertate vires anitni

langiiejcanty nee inflagitia egeftas abigaty cavoidum.—
1 layed by eleven guineas on this day, when I re-

ived twenty pounds, being all that 1 have reafon

to hope for out of my father's cffeds, previous to

the death of my mother ; an event which I pray

God may be very remote, I now therefore fee

that I muft make my own fortune. Meanwhile,
let me take care that the powers of my mind may
not be debilitated by poverty, and that indigence

do not force me into any criminal a(5t,"

Johnfon was fo far fortunate, that the refpcd-

ablc charadlcr of his parents, and his own merit,

E 4 bad.
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J731. had, from his earliefl years, fecured him a kind

*^' ' reception in the beil families at Lichfield.

-
* " Among thefe 1 can mention Mr. Howard, Dr.

Swinfen, Mr. Simpfon, Mr. Levett, Captain

Garrick, father of the great ornament of the

Britilli Stage -, but above all, Mr. Gilbert Walmf-

ley^, Regiiler of the Prerogative Court of Lich-

field, whofe chara6ler, long after his deceafe. Dr.

Johnfon has, in his life of Edmund Smith, thus

drawn in the glowing colours of gratitude :

" Of Gilbert Walmfiey, thus prefented to my
mind, let me indulge myfelf in the remembrance.

I knew him very early , he w^as one of the firft

friends that literature procured me, and I hope

that, at leafl, my gratitude made me vvorthy of

his notice.

^' He was of an advanced age, and I was only

not a boy, yet he never received my notions with

contempt. He was a Whig, with all the virulence

and malevolence of his party , yet difference of

opuiion did not keep us apart. I honoured him,

and he endured me.

" He had mingled with the gay world without

exemption from its vices or its follies ; but had

never negledied the cultivation of his mind. His

belief of revelation was unfhaken -, his learning

preferved his principles ^ he grew firft regular,

and then pious.

7 Mr. Warton informs nic, '* that this early friend of Johnfon

was entered a Commoner of Trinity College, Oxford, aged 17,

in 1698 ; and is the authour of many Latin verfe tranflations in

the Gentleman's Magazine. One of them is a tranflation of

" My time, O yeMufes, was happily fpent, &c."

'' His
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" His ftudies had been fo various, that I am not

able to name a man of equal knowledge. His ac-

quaintance with books was great, and what he did

not immediately know, he could, at lead, tell

where to find. Such was his amplitude of learn-

ing, and fuch his copioufnefs of comimunication,

that it may be doubted whether a day now pafles,

in which I have not fome advantage from his

friend (hip.

<^ At this man's table I enjoyed many cheerful

and inftructive hours, with companions, fuch as are

not often found-—with one who has lengthened,

and one who has gladdened life ; with Dr. JamiCs,

whofe (kill in phyfick will be long remembered ;

and with David Garrick, whom I hoped to have

gratified with this charader of our common friend.

But what are the hopes of man ! I am difappointed

by that ftroke of death, which has eclipfed the

gaiety of nations, and impoverifiied the publick

dock of harmlcfs pleafure.'*

In thefe families he paded much time in his

early years. In moll of them, he was in the com-

pany of ladies, particularly at Mr. Walmfley's,

whofe wife and fillers- in-law, of the name of

Afton, and daughters of a Baronet, were remark-

able for good breeding ; fo that the notion which

has been induftrioufly circulated and believed, that

he never was in good company till late in life, and,

confcquently had been confirmed in coarfe and fe-

rocious manners by long liabits, is wholly without

foundation. Some of the ladies have alfurcd mc,

they recolle^lcd him well when a young man, as

dillinguilhed for his complaifance.

4 And
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^732. And that this poliLenefs was not merely oc-

^tat. 25.
caQonal and temporary, or confined to the circles

of Lichfield, rs afcertained by the teftimony of a

lady, who, in a paper with which 1 have been fa-

voiired by a daughter of his intimate friend and

phyHcian, Dr. Lawrence, thus defcribes Dr. John-
fon fome years afterwards

:

" As the particulars of the farmer part of Dr.

Johnfon's life do not feem to be very accurately

known, a lady hopes that the foliovving information

may not be unacceptable.

" She remembers Dr. Johnfon on a vifit to Dr.

Taylor, at Aihbourn, fome time between the end

of the year 37, and the middle of the year 40

;

f])c rather tliinks it to have been after he and his

wife were removed to London. During his ilay

at Allibourn, he made frequent viiits to Mr.

IVleynell, at Bradley, where his company was much
defired by the ladies of the family, who were, per-

haps, in point of elegance and accompli fluments,

inferiour to few of diofe with whom he was after-

wards acquainted. Mr. MeynelFs eldefc daughter

v/as afterwards married to Mr. Fitzherbert, father

to Mr. AUeyne Fitzherbert, lately minjfter to the

court of Ruffia. Of her, Dr. Johnfon faid, in

Dr. Lawrence's fiudy, that (lie had the beft under-

Handing he ever met with in any human being.

At Mr. MeynelFs he alfo com.menced that friend-

fhip with Mrs. Llill Boothby, filler to the prefent

Sir Brook Boothby, which continued till her death.

The xcuiig ivcman "whom he vjed to call Molly Afion ^,

* The words of Sir John Hawkins, p. 5 16.
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, was filler to Sir Thomas Aflon, and daughter to a

Baronet ; fbe was alfo fider to the wife of his friend

Mr. Gilbert WaJmfiey. Befides his intimacy with

-.the above-mentioned perfons, who were furely

people of rank and education, while he was yet at

Lichfield he ufcd to be frequently at the houie of

Dr. Swinfen, a gentleman of a very ancient fa-

Tniiy in StaffordHiire, from which, after the death

of his elder brother, he inherited a good ellate.

He was, befides, a phyfician cf very extenfive

pradice ; but for want of due attention to the ma-
nagement of his domeftick concerns, left a very

large family in indigence. One of his daughters,

Mrs. Defmoulins, afterwards found an afylum in

the houfe of her old friend, whcfe doors v/ere al-

ways open to the unfartunate, and who well ob-

ferved the precept of the gofpel,, for he was kind

to the unthankful and to the evil."

In the forlorn ftate of his circumftances, he ac-

cepted of an offer to be employed as ufher in the

fchooi of Market-Bofworth, in Leicederfhire, to

which it appears, from one of his little fragments

cf a diary, that he went on foot, on the i6th of

July.
—" Julii 16. Bojvortiam/pedes 'petiiJ^ But it

is not true, as has been erroneoufly related, that

hev/as aflifuant to the famous Anthony Blackwall,

whofe merit has been honoured by the teftimony of

Bifhop Hurd, who was his fcholar ; for Mr.
Blackwall died on the 8th of April, 1730^, more
t^Mn a year before Johnfon left the Univerfity.

rhis employment was very irkfome to him in

^very refpe<5t, and he complained grievoufly of it

5 Sec Gent, Mag. Dec. 1784, p. 957.

in

1732.
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in his letters to his friend Mr. He6lor, who was

now fettled as a furgcon at Birnningham. The let-

ters are loft j but Mr. Plector rccolle6ls his writing

*' that the poet had defcribed the dull famenefs of

his exiftenjce in thefe words^ ' Vitam continet una

dies^ (one day contains the whole of my life) ;

that it was unvaried as the note of the cuckow

;

and that he did not know whether it was more dif-

agreeable for him to teach, or the' boys to learn,

the grammar rules." His general averfion to this

painful drudgery was greatly enhanced by a difa-

greement between him and Sir Woolfton Dixey,

the patron of the fchool, in whofe houfe, I have

been told, he officiated as a kind of domeftick

chaplain, fo far, at leaft, as to fay grace at table,

but was treated with what he reprefented as in-

tolerable harfhnefs 3 and, after fufFering for a few

months fuch complicated mifery, he relinquifhed a

fituadon which all his life afterwards he recollected

with the ftrongeft averfion, and even a degree of

horrour. But it is probable that at this period,

whatever uneafinefs he may have endured, he laid

the foundation of much future eminence by appli-

cation to his fludies.

Being now again totally unoccupied, he was in-

vited by Mr. Hedlor to pafs fome nme with him
at Birmingham, as his gueft, at the houfe of Mr.
Warren, with whom Mr. Hedtor lodged and
boarded. Mr. Warren was the firfi; eftabliflicd

bookfeller in Birmingham, and was very attentive

to Johnfon, who he foon found could be of much
fervice to him in his trade, by his knowledge of

literature i and \\t even obtained the alliftance of

:.;
,

his
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his pen in furnlfhing fome numbers of a periodi-

cal Eflay printed in the news-paper, of which

Warren was proprietor. After very diligent in-

quiiy, I have not been able to recover thofe early

fpecimcns of that particular mode of writing by

which Johnfon afterwards fo greatly diftinguilhed

himfelf.

He continued to live as Mr. He6lor*s gueft for

about fix months, and then hired lodgings in an-

other part of the town, finding himfelf as well

fituated at Birmingham as he fuppofed he could

be any where, while he had no fettled plan of life,

and very fcanty means of fubfiftence. He made

fome valuable acquaintances there, amongft whom
were Mr. Porter, a mercer, whofe widow he after-

wards married, and Mr. Taylor, who by his inge-

nuity in m^echanical inventions, and his fuccefs in

trade, acquired an immenfe fortune. But the

comfort of being near Mr. Hedor, hisold fchool-

fcllow and intimate friend, was Johnfon*s chief in-

ducement to continue here.

In what manner he employed his pen at this pe-

riod, or whether he derived from it any pecuniary

advantage, I have not been able to afcertaiii. He
probably got a litde money from Mr. Warren;

and we are certain, that he executed here one

piece of literary labour, of which Mr. Heclor has

favoured me with a minute account. Havinj^

mentioned that he had read at Pembroke College

a Voyage to AbyfTinia, by Lobo, a Piirtuguefc

Jefuit, and that he thought an abridgment and

tranflation of it from the French into Englilh

might be an ufcful and profit;J;lc pi.iMi.:?rion, Mr.

Warren
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Warren and Mr. He6lor joined in urging him; to

undertake it. He accordingly agreed ; and the

book not being to. be found in Birmingham, he

borrowed it of Pembroke College. A part of

the work being very foon done, one Ofbornj^

who was Mr. Warren's printer, was fet to work'

with what was ready, and Johnfon engaged to

fupply the prefs with copy as it fliould be warned j

but his conilitutional indolence foon prevailed, and

the work was at a fland. Mr. Hedor, who knew

that a motive of humanity would be the mod .pre-

vailing argunqent with his friend, went to Johnfon,

and reprefented to him, that the printer could have

no other employment till this undertaking was

finifbed, and that the poor man and his family

were fuifering. Johnfon upon this exerted the

powers of his mind, though his body was relaxed.

He lay in bed with the book, which was a quarto,

before him, and didtated while He6lor wrote.

Mr. Heclor carried the fheets to the prefs, and

correcled almoft all the proof iheets, very few of

which were even feen by Johnfon. In this manner,

with the aid of Mr. Hedtor's adive friendfhip, the

book was completed, and was publifhed in 1735,
with^ London upon the title-page, though it

was in reality printed at Birmingham, a device

too common with provincial publifhers. For this

v/ork he had from Mr, Warren only the fum of

five guineas.

This being the fird profe work of Johnfon, it

is a curious objedt: of inquiry how much may be

traced in it of that ftyle which marks his fubfe-

quent writings with fuch peculiar excellence ; with

fo
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i(> happy an union of force, vivaclry, and per- i735-

fpicuity. I have perufed the book wiih this, view,
j^^^l^^f

1 have found that her^, as I believe in every

other tranilation, there is. in the work itfelf no

veftige of the tranflator's own (lyle ; for the lan-

guage of trandation being adapted to the thoughts

of another pcrfon, infenfibly follows thiqir caft,

and, as it- were, runs into a mould that is ready

prepared.

Thus, for inftance, taking the firil fentencc

that occurs at the opening of the book, p. 4,

I lived here above a year, and completed my
luudies in divinity; in which time fome letters

were received, from the fathers of Ethiopia, with

an account that Sultan Segned, Emp^rour of

Abyffinia, was converted, to the church of Rom.e;

that many of his fubje6ls had followed his exam^

pie, and chat there was a great want of miflien-

ai*ics tQ iij^prove thefe profperous beginnings*

{Ivery body was very defirous of fcconding the

zeal of our fathers, and of fending them the af^

lillance they requeltcd; to which we were the

more encouraged, becaufe the Emperour's letter

informed our Provincial, that we might eafily enter

Lis dominions by the way of Dancala^ but, un-

happily, the fccretary wrote Geila for Dancala,

ivliich coll two of our fathers their lives." Every

one acquainted with Jolmfon's manner will be fen-

fiblc that there is nothing of it here, but that this

fcntenCe might have been compofed by any otlier

man.

But, in the Preface, the Johnfonian (lyle begins
.,...,,.,,. -rri ii,.,i,oi, ,,\. i.->-i not vet taught his

wing
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1733- wingapennanent and equable flight, there are parts

Mm^2±. ^^ ^^ which exhibit his befl manner in full vigour.

I had once the pleafure of exanaining it with Mr*

Edmund Burke, who conftrnned me in this opi-

nion, by his fuperiour critical fagacity, and was, I

remember, much delighted with the following

fpecimen

:

" The Portuguefe traveller, contrary to the ge-

neral vein of his countrymen, has amufed his

reader with no romantick abfurdity, or incredible

fidions ; whatever he relates^ whether true or

not, is at lead probable ; and he who tells nothing

exceeding the bounds of probability, has a right to

demand that they Ihould believe him who cannot

contradict him.

"He appears, by his m.odeft and unaffedled

narration, to have defcribed things as he faw them,

to have copied nature from the life, and to have

confulted his fenfes, not his imagination. He
meets with no bafiiin<:s that deftroy with their

eyes, his crocodiles devour their prey without

tears, and his cataracts fall from the rocks without

deafening the neighbouring inhabitants.

** The reader will here find no regions curfed

with irremediable barrennefs, or blefied with fpon-

taneous fecundity 5 no perpetual gloom, or un-

ceafing funfliine ; nor are the nations here defcribed

either devoid of all fenfe of humanity, or con-

fummate in all private or focial virtues. Here
are no Hottentots without religious polity or articu-

late language; no Chinefe perfectly polite, and

completely fkilled in all fciences ; he will difcover,

what will always be difcovered by a diligent and

impartial
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impartial enquirer, that wherever human nature 1734-

is to be found, there is a mixture of vice and ^rTTTT
Virtue, a conteit of pafTion and reafon ; and that

the Creator doth not appear partial in his diftri-

butions, but has balanced, in moft countries, their

particular inconveniencies by particular favours/*

Here we have an early example of that brilliant

and energetick exprelTion, which, upon innume-

rable occafions in his fubfequent life, juftly im-

prefled the world with the highefl admiration.

Nor can any one, converfant with the writings

of Johnfon, fail to difcern his hand in this pafTage

of the Dedication to John Warren, Efq. of Pem-
brokefliire, though it is afcribed to Warren the

bookfeller. *^ A generous and elevated mind is

diftinguifhed by nothing more certainly than an

eminent degree of curioficy ;
* nor is that curiofity

ever more agreeably or ufefully employed, than in

examining the laws and cuftoms of foreign nations.

I hope, therefore, the prefent I now prefume to

make, will not be thought improper ; which, how-

ever, it is not my bufinefs as a dedicator to com-

mend, nor as a bookfeller to depreciate.'*

It is rcafonable to fuppofc, that his having been

thus accidentally led to a particular ftudy of the

hiRory and manners of Abyflinia, was the remote

occafion of his writ'ng, many years afterwards, his

admirable philofophical tale, the principal fcene of

which is laid in that country.

Johnfon returned to Lichfield early in 1734, and

Augufl: that year he made an attempt to pro-

cure fomc little fubfiflcncc by his pen -, for he pub-

lifhcd propofais for printing by fubfcripticn the
'

•Sec Ramdlf.k, 'To. 103,

Vol.. I. i Latia
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1754. Latin Poems of Politian : " Angeli Politiani

"'^TT"^ Poemata Latma, quihusy Notas cum hijiorid Latin^e

poefeosy a Petrarch^ avo ad Politiani tempora dedu^dy

et vita Politianifufius qiiam antehac enarratdy addidit

Sam. Johnson*/*

It appears that his b/other Nathanael had taken

up his father's trade 3 for it is mentioned that

" fubfcriptions are taken in by the Editor, or N.

Johnfon, book feller, of Lichfield." Notwith-

(landing the merit of Johnfon, and the cheap price

at which this tranflation, with its accompanyments,

was offered, there were not fubfcribers enough to

infure a fufEcient fale; fo the work never appeared,

and, probably, never was executed.

We find him again this year at Birmingham,

and there is preferved the following letter from

him to Mr. Edward Cave ^, the original compiler

and editor of the Gentleman's Magazine :

"To Mr, Cave.

" Sir, Nov. 25, 1734.

"AS you appear no lefs fenfible than your

readers of the defedls of your poetical article, you

* The book was to contain more than thirty fheets, the price

to be two fliilllngs and fixpence at the time of fubfcrlbing, and

tuofliiliings and fixpence at the delivery of a perfeft book in

quires.

* Mifs Cave, the grand-niece of Mr. Edward Cave, has

obli {singly fhown me the originals of this and the other letters

of Dr. Johnfon, to him, which were firft pablifhed in the Gen-

tleman's Magazine, with notes by Mr. John Nichols, the wor-

thy and indefatigable editor of that vahiable mifcellany, figned

N ; fome of which I (hali occafionally tranfcribe in the courfe

aS. this work,

wiU
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will not be difpleafed, if, in order to the improve-

ment of it, I communicate to you the fentiments

of a perfon, who will undertake, on reafonable

terms, fometimes to fill a column.
*' His opinion is, that the publick would not

give you a bad reception, if, bcfide the current

wit of the month, which a critical examination

would generally reduce to a narrow compafs, you

admitted not only poems, infcriptions, &c. never

printed before, which he will fometimes fupply you

with J but likewife fhort literary dillertations in Latin

or Englifh, critical remarks on authours ancient

or modern, forgotten poems that deferve revival,

or loofe pieces, like Floyer's*, worth preferving.

By this method, your literary article, for fo it

might be called, will, he thinks, be better recom-

mended to the publick, than by lowjefts, aukward

buffoonery, or the dull fcurrilities of either party.

" If fuch a correfpondence will be agreeable to

you, be plcafed to inform me in two polls, what

the conditions are on which you fhall expc6l it.-

Your late offer * gives me no reafon to diftruft your

generofity. If you engage in any literary projedls

befides this paper, I have other defigns to impart,

if I could be fecure from having others reap the

advantage of what I fhould hint.

'' Your letter by being diredVed to S. Smithy to

be left at the Caftle in Birmingham, Warwickfhire,

will reach

" Your humble fervant."

• Sir John Floycr'i TreatUc on Cold Baths. Gent. Mag. 1734,

p. 197,
* A prize of fifty pounds for the bed poem " on Life, Death,

Judgement, Heaven, and Hell." Sec Gentleman's Magazine,

Vol. IV. p. 560. N.

F a Mr.
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1734. Mr. Cave has put a note on this letter, " An-

fwered Dec. 2." But whether any thing was done

in conicquence of it we are not informed.

Johnfon had, from his early youth, been fcnfiblc

to the influence of female charms. W hen at Stour-

bridge fchool, he was much enamoured of Olivia

Ivloyd, a young quaker, to whom he wrote a copy

of verfes, which I have not been able to recover j

but with what facility and elegance he could warble

the amorous lay, will appear from the following

lines which he wrote for his friend Mr. Edmund
Heclor.

Verses to a Lady, on receivingfrom her a Sprig

of Myrtle.
•^ What hopes, what terrours does thy gift create^

" Ambiguous emblem of uncertain fate :

^'^ The myrtle, cnfign of fupreme command^
" Confign'd by Venus to MelifTa's hand \

" Not lefs capricious than a reigning fair,

" Nov/ grants, and now rejedls a lover's prayer,

*' In myrtle fliades oft fings the happy fwain,

*^ In myrtle fhades defpairing ghofts complain

;

^^ The myrde crowns the happy lovers* heads,

** The unhappy lovers' grave the myrtle fpreads:

" O then the meaning of thy gift impart,

^^ And eafethe throbbings of an anxious heart!

*^* Soon mufl this bough, as you fhall fix his doom,
** Adorn Philander's head, or grace his tomb ^J*

His

' Mrs. Piozzi gives the following account of this little com-

pofition from Dr. Johnfon's own relation to her, on her inquiring

whether it was rightly attributed to him—" I think it is nov/

juft forty years ago, that a young fellow had a fprig of myrtle

given
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His juvenile attachments to the fair fex were, i734«

hov/ever, very tranfient ; and it is certain, that he ^J^^^^
formed no criminal conne(5lion whatfoever. Mr.

Hedor, who lived with him in his younger days

in the utmoft intimacy and focial freedom, has af-

fiired me, that even at that ardent feafon his con-

dudl was ftridly virtuous in that refped ; and that

though he loved to exhii irate himfelf with wine,

he never knew him intoxicated but once.

given him by a girl he courted, and aflced mc to write him fomc

verfes that he might prefent her in return. I promifcd, but for-

got ; and when he called for his lines at the time agreed on

—

Sitflill a moment, (fays I) dear Mund, and I'll fetch them thee

—

So ilepped afiJe for five minutes, and wrote the nonfenfe you

now keep fuch a ftir about." Anecdotes , p. 34,

In my firft edition I was induced to doubt the authenticity of

this account, by the following circumftantial ftatement in a letter

to me from Mifs Seward, of Lichfield :

—

** 1 kncmj thofe verfes

were addrciTcd to Lucy Porter, when he was enamoured of her

in his boyifh days, two or three years before he had feen her

mother, his future wife. He wrote them at my grandfather's,

and gave them to Lucy in the prefence of my mother, to whom
he fhowed them on the inflant. She ufed to repeat them to me,

when I afked her for the 'verfes Dr. Jolmjon ga've heron a/prig of
myrtle ^ 'v.'hkh he had JioUn or beggedfrom her bofom. We all

know honeft Lucy Porter to have been incapable of the mean
vanity of applying to herfelf a compliment not intended for her."

Such was this lady's ftatement, which I make no doubt (he fup-

pofcd to be corre(f\ ; but it Hiows how dangerous it is to truft too

implicitly to traditional teftimony and ingenious inference ; for

Mr. Hc(^tor has lately affured mc that Mrs. Piozzi's account is in

this inftance accurate, and that he was the pcrfon for whom John-
fon wrote ihofc verfes, which have been crroncoufly afcribcd to

Mr. Hammond.
1 am obliged in fo many inftanccs to notice Mrs. Piozzi's in-

corrcdncfs of relation, that I gladly fcizc this opportunity of
acknowledging, ihat however often, (he it not alwayt inaccurate.

F 3 In
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In a man whom religious education has iecured

from licentious indulgences, the pafTion of love,

when once it has feized him, is exceedingly ftrong;

being unimpaired by diffipation, and totally con-

centrated in one obje6l. This was experienced by

Johnfon, when he became the fervent admirer of

Mrs. Porter, after her firfl hufband*s death. Mifs

Porter told me, that when he was ftrfl introduced

to her mother, his appearance was very forbidding

:

he was then lean and lank, fo that his immenfe

flrudure of bones was hideoufly ilriking to the eye,

and the fears of the fcrophula were deeply vifible.

He alfo wore his hair, which was ftraight and ftiff,

and feparated behind -, and he often had, feemingly,

convulfivc ftarts and odd gefticulations, which

tended to excite at once furprize and ridicule.

Mrs. Porter was fo much engaged by his converfa-

tion that fhe overlooked all thefe external difad-

vantages, and faid to her daughter, " this is the

moft fenfible man that I ever faw in my life."

Though Mrs. Porter was double the age of

Johnfon, and her perfort and manner, as dcfcribed

to me by the late Mr. Garrick, were by no means

pleafing to others, flie muft have had a fuperiority

of underflanding and talents, as fhe certainly in-

fpired him with a more than ordinary paffion ; and

fhe having fignified her willingnefs to accept of

his hand, he went to Lichfield to afl<: his mother's

confent to the marriage, which he could not |)ut be

confciouswas a very imprudent fcheme, both on

account of their difparity of years, and her want

of fortune. But Mrs. Johnfon knew too well the

ardour
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ardour of her Ton's temper, and was too tender a

parent to oppofe his Inclinations.

I know not for what reafon the marriage cerc-

remony was not performed at Birmingliam ; but a

refolution was taken that it fhould be at Derby,

for which place the bride and bridegroom fet out

on horfeback, I fuppofe in very good humour.

But though Mr. Topham Beauclerk ufed archly to

mention Johnfon's having told him, with much
gravity, " Sir, it was a love marriage on both fides,"

I have had from my illuftrious friend the following

curious account of their journey to church upon
the nuptial morn. " Sir, fhe had read the old 9 July-

romances, and had got into her head the fantaftical

notion that a woman of fpirit fhould ufe her lover

like a dog. So, Sir, at firft Ihe told me that I

rode too fad, and fhe could not keep up with mc ;

and, when I rode a little flower, flie pafTed me, and

complained that I lagged behind. I was nor to be

made the Jave of caprice ; and I refolved to begin

as I meant to end. I therefore pufhcd on brifkly,

till I was fairly out of her fight. The road lay

between two hedges, fo I was lure fhe could not

mifs it ; and I contrived that fhe fhould foon come
up with me. When fhe did, I obferved her to be

in tears."

This, it mufl be allowed, was a fingular be-

ginning ofconnubial felicity ; but there is no doubt

that Johnfon, though he thus fhowed a manly firm-

ncfs, proved a molt affeclionate and indulgent huf-

band to the lafl moment of Mrs. Johnfon's life :

and in bis ** Prayers and Meditations," we find

F 4 very



72 THELIFEOF
1 755* very remarkable evidence that his regard and

j£^ili\ 26^
fondnefs for her never ceafed, even after her death.

He now fet up a private academy, for which

purpofe he hired a large houfe, well fituated near

his native city. In the Gentleman's Magazine for

1736, there is the following advertifement : " At
Edialj near Lichfield, in Stafford (hi re, young gen-

tlemen are boarded and taught the Latin and

Greek languages, by Samuel Johnson." But the

only pupils that were put under his care were the

celebrated David Garrick and his brother George,

and a Mr. OfFely, a young gentleman of good for-

tune, who died early. As yet, his name had

nothing of that celebrity which afterwards com-

manded the higheft attention and refped of man-

kind. Had fuch an advertifement appeared after

V the publication of his London, or his Rambler,

or his Dictionary, hew would it have burft upon

the world 1 v/ith what eagernefs would the great

and the wealthy have embraced an opportunity of

putting their fons under the learned tuition of

Samuel Johnson. The truth, however, is, that

he was not fo well qualified for being a teacher of

elements, and a conductor in learning by regular

gradations, as men of inferiour powers of mind.

His own acquifitions had been made by fits and

ftarts, by violent irruptions into the regions of

knowledge 5 and it could not be expe6ted that his

impatience would be fubdued, and his impetuofity

reftrained, fo as to fit him for a quiet guide to

novices. The art of communicating inflru6lion,

of whatever kind, is much to be valued j and I

have ever thought that thofe who devote them-

felve?
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felves to this employment, and do their duty with

diligence and fuccefs, are entitled to very high

refpedl from the community, as Johnfon himfclf

often maintained. Yet I am of opinion, that the

greateft abilities are not only not required for this

office, but render a man lefs fit for it.

While we acknowledge the juftnefs ofThorn fon's

beautiful remark,

*^ Delightful tafk ! to rear the tender thought,

" And teach the young idea how to fhoot!"

we mu(l confidcr that this delight is perceptible

only by " a mind at eafe," a mind at once calm

and clear ; but that a mind gloomy and impetuous

like that of Johnfon, cannot be fixed for any

length of time in minute attention, and mufl be

fo frequently irritated by unavoidable flownefs and

crrour in the advances of fcholars, as to perform

the duty with little pleafure to the teacher, and

no great advantage to the pupils. Good temper

is a mod eflentiai requifite in a Preceptor, Horace

paints the charader as bland

:

*^ Utpueris olim dant crujlula blandi

'* Doloresy clementa velint ut difcereprima.'*

Johnfon was not more fatisfied with his fituation

as the maftcr of an academy, than with that of

the uftier of a fchool ; we need not wonder, there-

fore, that he did not keep his academy above a

year and a half. From Mr. Ganick's account he

did not appear to have been profoundly reverenced

by his pupils. His oddities of manner, and

uncouth
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1755"- uncouth gcfticulations, could not but be the fubjc(^

^^"^ of merrinnent to them ^ and, in particular, the

young rogues ufed to liften at the door of his bed-

chamber, and peep through the key- hole, that

they might turn into ridicule his tumultuous and

aukward fondnefs for Mrs. Johnlon, whom he

ufed to name by the familiar appellation of I'etty

or 'Tetfyy which, like Betty or Betfy^ is provincially

ufed as a contradion for Elijaheth^ her chriftian

nanne, but which to us feems ludicrous, when ap-

plied to a woman of her age and appearance. Mr*

Garrick defcribed her to me as very fat, with a

bofom of more than ordinary protuberance, with

fwclled cheeks, of a florid red, produced by thick

painting, and increafed by the hberal ufe of cor-

,
dials ; flaring and fantafliick in her drefs, and af-

fedted both in her fpeech and her general be-

haviour. I have feen Garrick exhibit her, by

his exquiflte talent for mimickry, fo as to excite

the heartieft bur fl:s of laughter; but he, probably,

as is the cafe in all fuch reprefentations, confider-

ably aggravated the pidlure.

That Johnfon well knew the moft proper courfe

to be purfued in the infl:ru6lion of youth, is au-

thentically afcertained by the following paper in his

own hand-writing, given about this period to a re-

lation, and now in the poffefFion of Mr. John

Nichols

:

" ScHEMsy^r the Classes of a Grammar School.

" WHEN the introdu6lion, or formation of

nouns and verbs, is perfectly maftered, let them
Jearn

** Cordcrius
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« Cordcrlus by Mr. Clarke, beginning at the '735-

fame time to tranflate out of the introduction, that ^[^Jf^i.

by this means they may learn the fyntax. Then

let them proceed to

" Erafmus, with an Enghfh tranflation, by the

lame authour.

" Clafs II. Learns Eutropius and Cornelius

Nepos, or Juflin, with the tranflation.

N. B. The firil clafs gets for their part every

morning the rules which they have learned before,

and in the afternoon learns the Latin rules of the

nouns and verbs.

" They are examined in the rules which they

have learned every Thurfday and Saturday.

" The fecond clafs does the fame whihl they are

in Eutropius -, afterwards their part is in the irre-

gular nouns and verbs, and in the rules for making

and fcanning verfes. They are examined as the

firft.

" Clafs III. Ovid's Metamorphofes in the morn-

ing, and Cjefar's Commentaries in the afternoon.

" Pradife in the Latin rules till they are perfed

in them -, afterwards in Mr. Leeds's Greek Gram-
mar. Examined as before.

"Afterwards they proceed to Virgil, beginning

at the fame time to write themes and verfes, and to

learn Greek ; from thence pafllng on to Horace,

6tc. as (hall fccm mod proper.

** I know not well what books to diredl you to,

becaufe you have not informed me what (ludy you

will apply yourfelf to, I believe it will be moll

for your advantage to apply yourfelf wholly to the

languages, till you go to the Univerfity. Die
Greek
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he had done to Mr. Walmfley, who objedled to

his having already brought his heroine into great

diftrefs, and afKed him, " how can you poiTibly

contrive to plunge her into deeper calamity ?"

Johnfon, in fly allufion to the fuppofed opprelTive

proceedings of the court of which Mr. Vv^almfley

was regifter, replied, " Sir, I can put her into the

Spiritual Court
!"

Mr. Walmfley, however, was well pleafed with

this proof of Johnfon's abilities as a dra^natick

i:er, and advi fed him to finifh the tragedy, and

produce it on the ftage.

Johnfon now thought of trying his fortune in

London, the great field of genius and exertion,

where talents of every kind have the fullefl fcope,

and the higheft encouragement. It is a memorable

circumftance that his pupil David Garrick went

thither at the fame time, with intention to complete

his education, and follow the profelTion of the law,

from which he was foon diverted by his decided

preference for the ftage.

This joint expedition of thofe two eminent men
to the metropolis, was many years afterwards no-

ticed in an allegorical poem on Shakfpeare*s Mul-
berry tree, by Mr. Lovibond, the ingenious au-

thour of « The Tears of Old-May-day."

I'hey were recommended to Mr. Colfon, an

eminent mathematician and mailer of an academy,

by the following letter from Mr. Walmfley :

To the Reverend Air, C o l s o n.

"Dear Sir, Lichfield, March 2, 1737.

" I had the favour of yours, and zm ex-

tremely obliged to you ; but 1 cannot fay I had a

greater
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1737- greater affedlion for you upon it than I had before,

itaVzS ^^^"g ^^"g ^^"^^ ^^ much endeared to you, as well

by an early friendfhip, as by your many excellent

and valuable qualifications ; and, had I a fon ofmy
own, it would be my ambition, inftead of fending

him to the Univerfity, to difpofe of him as this

young gentleman is.

" He, and another neighbour ofmine, one Mr.

Samuel Johnfon, fet out this morning for London

together. Davy Garrick is to be widi you early

the next week, and Mr. Johnfon to try his fate

with a tragedy, and to fee to get himfelf employed

in fome tranflation, either from the Latin or the

French. Johnfon is a very good fcholar and poet,

and I have great hopes will turn out a fine tragedy-

writer. If it fhould any way lie in your way,

doubt not but you would be ready to recommend

and afliil your countryman.

G.Walmsley."

How he employed himfelf upon his firft coming

to London is not particularly known ^ I never

heard that he found any proteflion or encourage-

ment by the means of Mr. Colfon, to whofe aca-

demy David- Garrick v;ent. Mrs. Lucy Porter

told me, that Mr. Walmfley gave him a letter of

introduction to Lintot his bookfeller, and that

Johnfon wrote fome things for him -, but I imagine

One curious anecdote was commnnicated by himfelf to Mr,

John Nichols. Mr. Wilcox, the bookfeller, on being informed

by him that his intention was to get his livelihood as an authour,

eyed his robuft frame attentively, and with a lignificant look,

faid, ** You had better buy a porter's knot." He however

added, •• Wilcox was one of my bell friends."

this

6
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this to be a miftake, for I have difcovered no i737-

trace of it, and I am pretty fure he told me, that
^^^^^ ^g^

Mr. Cave was the firft publifher by whom his pen

was engaged in London.

He had a little money when he came to town,

and he knew how he could live in the cheapeft

manner. His firft lodgings were at the houfe of

Mr. Norris, a Haymaker, in Exeter-ftreet, ad-

joining Catharine-ftreet, in the Strand. " I dined

(faid he) very well for eight- pence, with very good

company, at the Pine Apple in New-ftreet, juft

by. Several of them had travelled. They ex-

pe6bed to meet every day j but did not know one

another's names. It ufed to cod the reft a fhilling,

for they drank wine; but I had a cut of meat for

fix-pence, and bread for a penny, and gave the

waiter a penny ; fo that I was quite well ferved,

nay, better than the reft, for they gave the waiter

nothing."

He at this time, I believe, abftained entirely

from fermented liquors ; a practice to which he

rigidly conformed for many years together, at dif-

ferent periods of his life.

His Ofellus in the Art of living in London, I

have heard him relate, was an Irifh painter, whom
he knew at Birmingham, and who had pradifed

his own precepts of ceconomy for feveral years in

the Britifh capital. He alfured Johnfon, who, '

'

' 'ofe, was then mcd rating to try his fortune in

....;on, but was apprehenfive of the expence,

:hat thirty pounds a year was enough to enable

man to live there without being contemptible.

He allowed ten pounds for clothes and linen. He
faid
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faid a man might live in a garret at eighteen-pcnCc

a week; few people would inquire where he

lodged ; and if they did, it was eafy to fay, ^ Sir,

I am to be found at fuch a place/ By fpending

three-pence in a coffee- houfe, he might be for

fome hours every day in very good company

;

he might dine for fix-pence, breakfafl on bread

and milk for a penny, and do without fupper.

On clean-Jhirt-day he went abroad, and paid vifits."

I have heard him more than once talk of this fru-

gal friend, whom he recolleded with efteem and

kindnefs, and did not like to have one fmile at

the recital. " This man (faid he, gravely,) was a

very fenfible man, who perfedly underftood com-

mon affairs : a man of a great deal of knowledge

of the world, frelh from life, not ilrained through

books. He borrowed a horfe and ten pounds at

Birmingham. Finding himfelf mafler of fo much
money, he fet off for Weft Chefter, in order to

get to Ireland. He returned the horfe, and pro-

bably the ten pounds too, after he got home."

Confidering Johnfon's narrow circumtlances in

the early part of his life, and particularly at the

intercfting sera of his launching into the ocean of

London, it is not to be wondered at, that an a6lual

inllance, proved by experience of the poffibility

of enjoying the intelledlual luxury of focial life,

lipon a very fmall income, Ihould deeply engage

liis attention, and be ever recolle6led by him as a-

circumftance of much importance. He amufed

himfelf, I remember, by computing how much
more expence was abfolutely neceffary to live upon

the fame fcale with that which his friend defcribed,

. when
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when the value of money was diminlfhed by the

progrefs of Gommerce. It may be eflimated that

double the money might now with difficulty be

fufficient.

Amidft this cold obfcurity, there was one bril-

liant circumflance to cheer him j he was well

acquainted with Mr. Henry Hervey% one of the

branches of the noble family of that name, who

had been quartered at Lichfield as an officer of

the army, and had at this time a houfe in London,

where Johnfon was frequently entertained, and

had an opportunity of meeting genteel company.

Not very Jong before his death, he mentioned this,

among other particulars of his life, which he was

kindly communicating to me ; and he defcribed

this early friend " Harry Hervey," thus: " He
was a vicious man, but very kind to me. If you

call a dog Hervey, 1 fliall love him."

He told me he had now written only three a6ls

of his Irene, and that he retired for fome time

to lodgings at Greenwich, where he proceeded in

.it fomewhat further, and ufed to compofe, walking

in the Park ; but did not flay long enough at that

place to finifh it.

At this period we find the following letter from

him to Mr. Edward Cave, which, as a link in

the chain of his literary hiftory, it is proper to

infert

:

' The Honourable Henry Hervey, third fon of the firft Earl

of Briftol, quitted the army and took orders. He married a

filler of Sir Thomai Afton, by whom he got the Afton Eftatc,

and aifumcd the name and arms of th^t Family.

Vide Collins'i Peerage.

Vol. I. G To
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JEtat, 28.
To Mr, Cave.

Greenwich, next door to the Golden Heart,

*' Sir, Church-ftreet, July li, 1737.

" HAVING obferved in yonr papers

very uncommon offers of encouragement to men
of letters, I have chofen, being a flranger in Lon-
don, to communicate to you the following defign,

which, I hope, if you join in it, will be of advan-

tage to botlvaf-tKS,-

^* The Hiflory of the CoTmcii of Trent having

been lately translated into French, and publifhed

with large Notes by Dr. Le Courayer, the repu-

tation of that book is fo much revived in England,

that, it is prefumed, a new tranflation of it from

the Italian, together with Le Courayer's Notes

from the French, could not fail of a favourable

reception.

" If it be anfwered, that the Hiftory is already

in Englifh, it muft be remembered, that there

was the fame objeftion againft Le Courayer's

undertaking, with this difad vantage, that the

French had a verfion by one of their beft tranfla-

tors, whereas you cannot read three pages of the

Englifh Hiftory without difcovering that the ftyle

is capable ofgreat improvements ; but whether thofe

improvements are to be expedted from the attempt,

you muft judge from this fpecimen, which, if you

approve the propofal, I fhall fubmit to your exa-

mination.

^^ Suppofe the merit of the verfions equal, we
may hope that the addition of the Notes will turn

the
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the balance in our favour, confideriqg the rcputa- » 737-

tion of the Annotator.
litat.lisl

" Be pleafed to favour me with a fpeedy anfwer,

if you are not willing to engage in this fchenrie j

.

and appoint me a day to wait upon you, if you are.

" I am, Sir,

" Your humble fervant,

"Sam. Johnson.'*

It fhould feem from this letter, though fub-

fcribed with his own name, that he had not yet

been introduced to Mr. Cave. We fhall prefently

fee what was done in confequence of the propofal

which it contains.

In the courfe of the fummer he returned to

Lichfield, where he had left Mrs. Johnfon, and

there he at laft finilhed his tragedy, which was

not executed with his rapidity of compofition

upon other occafions, but was (lowly and painfully

elaborated. A few days before his death, while

burning a great mafs of papers, he picked out

from among them the original unformed fketch of

this tragedy, in his own hand-writing, and gave it

to Mr. Langton, by whofe favour a copy of it is

now in my pofTefTion. It contains fragments of

the intended plot, and fpeeches for the different

perfons of the drama, partly in the raw materials

of profe, partly worked up into verfc; as alfo a

variety of hints for illuftration borrowed from the

Greek, Roman, and modern writers. The hahd-

writing is very difficult to be read, even by thofe

who were bed acquainted with Jc^nfon's mode of

pcnmanlhip, which at all times was very particular.

G 2 .The



Z4- THE LIFE OF
I737' The King having gracioufly accepted of this

^ut'~2S
J^a^ufcript as a literary curiofity, Mr. Langton

made a fair and diftind copy of it, which he or-

dered to be bound up with the original and the

printed tragedy -, and the volume is depofited in

the King's library. His Majefty was pleafed to

permit Mr. Langton to take a copy of it for

himfelf.

The whole of it is rich in thought and imagery,

and happy expreflions ; and of the disje5fa memhr«>

fcattered throughout, and as yet unarranged, a

good dramatick poet might avail himfelf with

confiderable advantage. I fhall give my readers

fome fpecimens of different kinds, diflinguifhing

them by the Italick character.

*^ Nor think toJay^ here will IJlop^

*^ Here will I fix the limits of transgreffiofty

*^ Norfarther ternft the avejtging rage of heaven*

'^ fVhen guilt like this once harbours in the breafiy

* l^hoje holy beings^ whoje unfeen diredlion

** Guides through the maze of life the ftep ofmani
'^ Fly the detejied manfions of impiety

y

** Jnd quit their charge to horrour and to ridn^^

A fmall part only of this interefling admonitioa

is preferved in the play, and is varied, I think,

not to advantage

:

*' The foul once tainted with fo foul a crime,

<^ No more fhall glow with friendfliip's hallow'd

ardour

:

<« Thofe holy beings whofe fuperior care

3 ''Guides
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•* Guides erring mortals to the paths of virtue,

*' Affrighted at impiety like thine,

<' Refign their charge to bafenefs and to ruin/*

« Ifed the/ofi infeSfion

*^ Flujh in my cheeky and wander in my veins,

*' Teach me the Grecian arts offoft ferfuafwn:*

'^ Sure this is love^ which heretofore I conceived the

dream of idle maidsy and wanton poets"

" 'Though ne comets or prodigies foretold the ruin

of Greece^ ftgns which heaven muft by another miracle

enable us to underftand^ yet might it be forefhown^ by

tokens no lefs certain^ by the vices which always bring

it on:*

This laft paflage is worked up in the tragedy it*-

felf, as follows

:

Leontius.
*' *i-i—— That power that kindly fpreads

" The clouds, a fignal of impending fhowers*

*' To warn the wandering linnet to the Ihade,

** Beheld, without concern, expiring Greece,

«' And not one prodigy foretold our fate."

Demetrius.
" A thoufand horrid prodigies foretold it;

" A feeble govern nr^ent, eluded laws,

** A fadtious populace, luxurious nobles,

" And all the maladies of finking dates.

" When publick villainy, too ftrong for juftice,

«f Shows his bold front, the harbinger ©fruin,

C 3 " Car>
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'^7i7' " Can brave Leontius call for airy wonders,

,iEut, 28. " Which cheats interpret, and which fools regard ?

" When fome neglected fabrick nods beneath
*^ The weight of years, and totters to the tempeft,

" Mufl heaven defpatch the mefTengers of light,

" Or wake the dead, to warn us of its fall ?"

Mahomet, (to Irene.) " I have tried thee^ and

joy to find that thou dejervefl to he loved by Maho--

mety—with a mind great as his own. Sure, thou

art an errour of nature, and an exception to the reft

cfthyjexy and art immortal
-, forfentiments like thine

were never to fink into nothing, I thought all the

'thoughts of thefair had been tofeleSl the graces of the

day, difpofe the colours of the flaunting {flowing) robe,

tune the voice and roll the eye, place the gem, choofe

the drefsy and add new rofes to the fading cheeky but

.'^fparkling,'^

Thus in the tragedy

:

" Illuftrious maid, new. wonders fix me thine;

" The foul completes the triumphs of thy face:

*' I thought, forgive my fair, the noblell aim,

" The ftrongeft effort of a female foul,

" Was but to choofe the graces ofthe day,

" To tune the tongue, to teach the eyes to roll,

'^ Difpofe the colours of the flowing robe,

" And add new rofes to the faded cheek/'

I fliall feled one other palTage, on account of

the dodrine which it illuftrates. Irene obferves,

that the Supreme Being will accept of virtue, what-

ever outward circumflances it may be accompanied

with, and may be delighted with varieties ofworjhip-,

but
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but is anfweredy that variety cannot affe5i that Beings 17^7-

wboy infinitely happy in his own perfe^fions, wants no jg^^f^^
external gratifications j nor can infinite truth be de-

lighted with faljhood ', that though he may guide ar

pity thoje he leaves in darknejsy he abandons thoje who

Jbut their eyes againft the beams of day,^*

Johnfon's refidence at Lichfield, on his return

to it at this time, was only for three months j an4

as he had as yet feen but a fmall part of the v/on-

ders of the metropolis, he had little to tell his

townfmen. He related to me the following mi-

nute anecdote of this period : "In the lad age,

when my mother lived in London, there were two

fets of people, thofe who gave the wall, and thofc

who took it; the peaceable and the quarrelfome.

When I returned to Lichfield, after having been

in London, my mother an<:ed me, whether I was

one of thofe who gave the wall, or thofe who took

it. Now it is fixed that every man keeps to the

right J or, if one is taking the wall, another yields

it; and it is never a difpute^"

He now removed to London with Mrs. Johnfon;

but her daughter, who had lived with them ac

Edial, was left with her relations in the country.

His lodgings were for fome time in Woodftock-

llreet, near Hanover- fquare, and afterwards in

Caftlc-ftreer, near Cavendifh-fquare. As there is

fbmething pleafingly interefling, to many, in trac-

ing fo great a man through all his different habita-

tions, I (hall, before this work is concluded, pre-

fcnt my readers with an cxa6t lift of his lodgings

* Journal of a Tour to the Hcbridei, 3d edit. p. 232.

G 4 and
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1737- and houfes, in order of time, which, in placid

^ '
g condefcenfion to my refpe^lful curiofity, he one

evening didlated to me, but without fpecifying

how long he lived at each. In the progrefs of

his life I ihall have occafion to mention fome of

them as conne6led with particular incidents, or

with the writing of particular parts of his works.

To fome, this minute attention may appear trifling

;

but when we confider the pun6lilious exadtnefs

with which the different houfes in which Milton

refided have been traced by the writers of his life,

a fimilar enthufiafm may be pardoned in the bio-

grapher of Johnfon.

His tragedy being by this time, as he thought,

comipletely finifhed and fit for the ftage, he was

very defirous that it fhould be brought forward,

Mr. Peter Garrick told me, that Johnfon and he

went together to the Fountain tavern, and read it

over, and that he afterwards folicited Mr. Fleet-

wood, the patentee of Drury-lane theatre, to have

it aded at his houfe j but Mr. Fleetwood would

not accept it, probably becaufe it was not patron-

ifed by fome man of high rank ; and it was not

a6led till 1749, when his friend David Garrick

was manager of that theatre.

" The Gentleman's Magazine," begun and

carried on by Mr. Edward Cave, under the name
of Sylvanus Urban, had atcradled the notice

and efteem of Johnfon, in an eminent degree, be-

fore he came to London as an adventurer in lite-

rature. He told me, that when he firfl faw St,

John's Gate, the place where that defervedly

popular
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popular mifcellany was originally printed, he ^^ be- ^73^'

held it with reverence." I fuppofe, indeed, that ^^tau'zo.

every young authour has had the fame kind of

feeling for the nnagazine or periodical publication

which has firft entertained him, and in which he

has firll had an opportunity to fee himfelf in print,

without the rilk of expofing his name. I myfelf

recolleft fuch imprelTions from " The Scots

Magazine," which was begun at Edinburgh in

the year 1739, ^^^ ^^^ ^^^" ^^^^ conduftcd with

judgement, accuracy, and propriety. I yet can-

not help thinking of it with an affedionate regard.

Johnfon has dignified the Gentleman's Magazine,

by the importance with which he invefts the life of

Cave ; but he has given it ftill greater luftre by

the various admirable Effays which he wrote

for it.

Though Johnfon was often folicited by his friends

to make a complete lift of his writings, and talked

of doing it, I believe with a ferious intention that

they fhould all be colledled on his own account, he

put it off from year to year, and at laft died with*

out having done it perfedlly. I have one in his

own hand-writing, which contains a certain num-
ber-, I indeed doubt if he could have recolleded

every one of them, as they were fo numerous, fo

various, and fcattered in fuch a multiplicity of

unconne<^ed publications 3 nay, fcveral of them
publifhed under the names of other perfons, to

whom he liberally contributed from the abundance

of his mind. We muft, therefore, be content to

tilfcover them, partly from occafional information

given
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given by him to his friends, and partly from inter-

nal evidenced

His firft performance in the Gentleman's Ma-
gazine, which for many years was his principal re-

fource for employment and fupport, was a copy

of Latin verfes, in March, 1738, addrefled to

the editor in fo happy a ftyle of compliment, that

Cave muft have been deftitute both of tafte and

fenfibihty, had he not felt himfelf highly gratified.

Ad U R B A N u M.*

Urbane, nullis feffe lahorihus^

Urbane, nullis vt5le calumniiSi

Cuifrontefertum in eruditd

Perpetuo viret et virehit \

^id moliatur gens tmitantiumy

^id et minetury Joltcitiis faruniy

Vacarejolis perge Mufis^

Juxta animoJiudiifque felix,

. IJnguir procacts plumheajpiculay

FidenSi/uperhofrangeJilentiOy

Vi^rixper ohfiantes catervas

Sedulitas animoja tendet^

' While in the conrfe of my narrative I enumerate Bis writ-

ings, I ihall take care that my readers fhall not be left to waver

in doubt, between certainty and conjefture, with regard to their

authenticity ; and, for that purpofe, fhall mark with an afierijk

(*) thofe which he acknowledged to his friends, and with a

dagger (+) thofe' which are afcc'rtained to be his by internal

evidence. When any other pieces are afcribed to him, I (halt

give my reafons.

6 Intende
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Intends nervoSy fords, inanihus

Rifurus olim nijibus amuli\

Intendejam nervos^ hahehis

Participes ofera Camcenas,

Nonulla Mujis pagina gratiory

^am qua/everts ludicra jungere

JSovity fatigatamque nugis

Utilibus recreare mentem.

Texente Nympbis Jerta Lycoride^

Roja ruboremftc viola adjuvat

Immiftay ftc Iris refulget

JEtbereis variatafucis *.

S.J.

It

• A tranflation of this Ode, by an unknown corrcfpondent,

appeared in the Magazine for the month of May following

:

«' Hail Urban ! indefatigable man,
** Unwearied yet by all thy ufcful toil!

" Whom num'rous flanderers afTault in vain;

*' Whom no bafe calumny can put to foil.

«* But ftill the laurel on thy learned brow
** Flourilhes fair, and Ihall for ever grow,

«* What mean the fervile imitating crew,

«« What their vain bluft'ring, and their empty noifc,

" Ne'er feck : but ftill thy noble ends purfue,

** Unconqucr'd by the rabble's venal voice.

'* Still to the Mufe thy ftudious mind apply,

** Happy in temper as in indullry.

•* The fcnfelefs fnecrings of an haughty tongue,

•• Unwrifthy thy attention to engage,

•* ' ' pafs: and tho' they mean thcc wrong,

** By ^ icncc difap]K>int their rage.

•• Arduous diligence confounds its foci,

*' Re{j(Ucft» tho' fsaliciout crouds oppofe.

•« Excn
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It appears that he was now cnlifled by Mr.

Cave as a regular coadjutor in his magazine, by

which he probably obtained a tolerable livelihood.

At what time, or by what means, he had acquired

a competent knowledge both of French and Ita-

lian, I do not know ; but he was fo well fkilled in

them, as to be fufficiently qualified for a tranflator.

That part of his labour which confided in emenda-

tion and improvement of the produdions of other

contributors, like that employed in levelling

ground, can be perceived only by thofe who had

an opportunity of comparing the original with the

altered copy. What we certainly know to have

been done by him in this way, was the Debates in

both houfes of Parliament, under the name of
*' The Senate of Lillipiat," fometimes with feigned

" Exert thy powers, nor flacken in the courfe,.

•* Thy fpotlefs fame Ihall quafh all falfe reports

:

" Exert thy powers, nor fear a rival's force,

** But thou (halt fmile at all his vain efforts

;

•* Thy labours (hall be crownM with large fuccels f

«« The Mufe*s aid thy magazine flialj blefs,

*• No page more grateful to th' harmonious nine
*• Than that wherein thy labours we furvey

:

** Where folcmn themes in fuller fplendour fhine,

**
fDelightful mixture,} blended with the gay,

** Where in improving, various joys we find,

<* A welcome refpite to the wearied mind.

" Thus when the nymphs in fome fair verdant mead-
** Of various flow'rs a beauteous wreath compofe,
" The lovely violet's azure-painted head

*« Adds luftre to the crimfon-bluthing rofe.

** Thus fplendid Iris, with her varied dye,
^* Shines in the 2ethcr, and adorns the ihy.

« BRITON."

denominatioos
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denominations of the feveral fpcakers, fonnctimes

with denoniinations formed of the letters of their ^tatT 19.

real names, in the manner of what is called ana-

gram, fo that they might eafily be decyphered.

Parliament then kept the prefs in a kind of m.yf-

terious awe, which made it necelTary to have re-

courfe to fuch devices. In our time it has acquired

an unreilrained freedom, fo that the people in all

parts of the kingdom have a fair, open, and exad:

report of the adlual proceedings of their repre-

fentatives and legiflators, which in our conflitution

is highly to be valued j though, unqueftionably,

there has of late been too much reafon to complain

of the petulance with which obfcure fcribblers have

prefumed to treat men of the moil refpedlable

character and fituation.

This important article of the Gentleman's Maga-
zine was, for feveral years, executed by Mr. Wil-

liam Guthrie, a man who deferves to be refpedlably

recorded in the literary annals of this country.

He was defcended of an ancient family in Scot-

land ; but having a fmall patrimony, and being an

adherent of the unfortunate houfe of Stuart, he

could not accept of any office in the date ; he

therefore came to London, and employed his ta-

lents and learning as an " Authour by profefTion.*'

Hift writings in hiflory, criticifm, and politicks,

had confiderable merits He was the firil Englifh

' How much poetry he wrote, I know not : but he informed

me, that he was the authour of the beautiful little piece, •* The
Fagle and Robin Rcdbrcafl," in the collodion of poems entitled

The Union," though it is there faid 10 be written by Archi-

kild Scoit« before the ytar 1 600.

hiftorian
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hiftorlan who had recourfe to that authentick

fource of information, the Parliamentary Journals 5

and fuch was the power of his political pen, that,

at an early period, government thought it worth

their while to keep it quiet by a penRon, which he

enjoyed till his death. Johnfon efteemed him

enough to wifh that his life fhould be written. The
debates in Parliament, which were brought home

and digefted by Guthrie, whofe memory, though

furpaffed by others who have fince followed him in

the fame department, was yet very quick and te-

nacious, were fent by Cave to Johnfon for his re-

vilion ; and, after fome time, when Guthrie had

attained to greater variety of employment, and

the fpeeches were more and more enriched by the

acceflion of Johnfon's genius, it was refolved that

he fhould do the whole himfelf, from the fcanty

notes furnifhed by perfons employed to attend in

both houfes of Parliament. Sometimes, however,

as he himfelf told me, he had nothing more com-
municated to him than the names of the feveral

Ipeakers, and the part which they had taken in the

debate.

Thus was Johnfon employed during fome of the

beft years of his life, as a mere literary labourer

" for gain, not glory,'* folely to obtain an honeft

fupport. He however indulged himfelf in occa-

fional little fallies, which the French fo happily ex-

prefs by the term jeux d'ejprity and which will be

noticed in their order, in the progrefs of this

work.

But
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But what firil difplayed his tranfcendent powers,

and " gave the world aOlirance of the Man,
was his "London, a Poem, in Imitation of the

Third Satire of Juvenal," which came out in

May this year, and burfl forth with a Iplendour,

the rays of which will for ever encircle his name.

Boileau had imitated the fame facire with great

fuccefs, applying it to Paris i but an attendvc

comparifon will fatisfy every reader, that he is

much excelled by the Englifh Juvenal. Oldham
had alfo imitated it, and applied it to London -, all

which performances concur to prove, that great

cities, in every age, and in every country, will

furnifh fimilar topicks of fatire. Whether Johnfon

had previoufly read Oldham's imitation, I do not

know ; but it is not a little remarkable, that there

is fcarcely any coincidence found between the two

performances, though upon the very fame fubje6b.

The only inftances are, in defcribing London as the

Jink of foreign worthlefTnefs

:

" the commonJbore,
** Where France does all her filth and ordure pour.*'

Oldham^
" The commonJhcre of Paris and of Rome."

Johnson.

and,

*' No calling or profefTion comes amifs,

'' A rjcedy mcnfieur can be what he pleafc."

Oldham.
" All fcienccs ^faftuig mon/teur knows.*'

Johnson.

The
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^73^' The particulars which Oldham has colle(Sec},

MtsLt. 29. ^^^^ ^^ exhibiting the horrours of London, and

of the times, contrafted with better days, are dif-

ferent from thofe of Johnfon, and in general well

chofen, and well expreft*.

There are, in Oldham's imitation, many pro-

faick verfes and bad rhymes, and his poem fets out

with a ftrange inadvertent blunder :

*' Tho' much concerned to leave my dear old friend,

«' I muft, however, bis defign commend
<* Of fixing in the country.

'*

It is plain he was not going to leave hk friend ; his

friend was going to leave him. A young lady at

once correfted this with good critical fagacity, to

«* Tho' much concern*d to lo/e my dear old friend/'

There is one pafTage in the original, better tranf-

fufed by Oldham than by Johnfon

:

*' Nilhahet infelixpaupertas durius infe^

"** ^am quod ridiculos hominesfacitJ^

which is an exquifite remark on the galling mean-

I own It pleafed me to find amongfl: them one trait of the

manners of the age in London, in the laft century, to fhield

from the fneer of Englifh ridicule, what was fome time ago too

common a praftice in my native city of Edinburgh

:

** If what I've faid can*t from the town afright,

•* Confider other dangers ofthe night ;

** When brickbats are from upper ftories thrown

j

** And emptied chamberpots come pouring do'wn
*' From garret rwitidcnvs,*

nefs
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nefs and contempt annexed to poverty : Johnson's

imitation is,

" Of all the griefs that harrafs the diftreft,

" Sure the mod bitter is a fcornful jell."

Oldham's, though lefs elegant, ismorejull:

" Nothing in poverty fo ill is borne,

" As its expofing men to grinning fcorn."

Where, or in what manner this poem was com-

pofed, I am forry that I negledled to afcertain with

precifion, from Johnfon's own authority. He has

marked upon his correded copy of the firft edition

of it, " Written in 1738 ;" and, as it was publifhed

in the month of May in that year, it is evident

that much time was not employed in preparing it

for the prefs. The hiftory of its publication I am
enabled to give in a very fatisfadtory mannerj and

judging from myfelf, and many of my friends, I

rrufl- that it will not be uninterefting to my readers.

We may be certain, though it is not exprefsly

named in the following letters to Mr. Cave, in 1738,

that they all relate to it:

7<? Mr, Cave.

Cafllc-flrect, WcdncfJay Morning,

"Sir, [Nodau. 1738.]

** When I took the liberty of writing to

you a few days ago, I did not expe(fl a repetition

of the fame pleafurc fo foon ; for a plcafure I fliall

always think it, to convcrfc in any manner with an

Vol. I. H ingenious
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ingenious and candid nnan j but having the inclofcd

poem in my hands to dilpofe of for th? benefit of

theauthour, (of whofe abilities I fliall fay nothing,

fince I fend you his performance,) I believed I

could not procure more advantageous terms from

any perfon than from you, who have fo much dif-

tin^uifhed yourfelf by your generous encourage-

ment of poetry 5 and whofe judgment of that art

nothing but your commendation of my trifle ^ can

give me any occaiion to call in queftion. I do

not doubt but you will look over this poem with

another eye, and reward it in a different manner,

from a mercenary bookfeller, who counts the lines

he is to purchafe, and confiders nothing but the

bulk. I cannot help taking notice, that, befides

what the authour may hope for on account of his

abilities, he has likewife another claim to your re-

gard, as he lies at prefent under very difadvan-

tageous circumftances of fortune. I beg, there-

fore, that you will favour me with a letter to-

morrow, that I may know what you can afford to

allow him, that he may either part with it to you,

or find out (which I do not exped) fome other way
more to his fatisfa6lion.

" I have only to add, that as I am fenfible I

have tranfcribed it very coarfely, which, after

having altered it, I was obliged to do, I will, if

you plcafe to tranfmit the flieets from the prei^,

corred it for you -, and take the trouble of altering

any flroke of fatire which you may diflike.

s His Ode "Ad Urbanum" probably, N.



Dr. J O H N S O N. g^
" By exerting on this occafion your'ufual gene- 1738.

rofity, you will not only encourage learning, and ^"-~ *

relieve diftrefs, but (though it be in connparifon of

the other motives of very fmall account) oblige

in a very fenfible manner, Sir,

" Your very humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson.*'

To Mr, Cave.

«' Sir, Monday, No. 6, CafUe-ftreet,

"I AM to return you thanks for the pre-

fent you were fo kind as to fend by me, and to in-

treat that you will be pleafed to inform me by the

penny-poft, whether you refolve to print the poem.

If you pleafe to fend it me by the poft, with a

note to Dodfley, I will go and read the lines to

him, that we may have his confent to put his name
in the title-page. As to the printing, if it can be

fet immediately about, I will be fo much the au-

thour's friend, as not to content myfelf with mere

folicitations in his favour. 1 propofe, if my cal-

culation be near the truth, to engage for the re-

imburfement of all that you fhall lofe by an im-

prefTion of 500, provided, as you very generoufly

propofe, that the profit, if any, be fet afidc for the

authour's ufc, excepting the prefent you made,

which, if he be a gainer, it is fit he Ihould repay.

I beg that you will let one of your fervants write

an exadt account of the cxpenfe of fuch an im-

prcffion, and fend it with the poem, that I may
know what 1 cngj^gc for. I am very fenfible,

fronn your gcnerofity on this occafion, of your

H 2 regard
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gard to learning, even in its unhappieft Hate ; and

cannot but think fuch a temper deferving of the

gratitude of thofe who fuffer fo often from a con-

trary diipofition, I am, Sir,

" Your moil humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson."

'To Mr. Cave.
"Sir, [Novate.-]

"I WAITED on you to take the copy to

Dodfley's : as I remember the number of lines

which it contains, it will be no longer than EugeniOy

with the quotations, which muft be fubjoined at

the bottom of the page, part of the beauty of the

performance (if any beauty be allowed it) confid-

ing in adapting Juvenal's Tentiments to modern

fad:s and perfons. It will, with thofe additions,

very conveniently make five flieets. And fince the

expence will be no more, I fliall contentedly in-

fure it, as I mentioned in my laft. If it be not

therefore gone to Dodfley's, I beg it may be fent

me by the penny-poll, that I may have it in the

evening. I have compofed a Greek Epigram to

Eliza \ and think ihe ought to be celebrated in as

many different languages as Lewis le Grand.

Pray fend me word when you will begin upon the

poem, for it is a long way to walk. I would leave

my Epigram, but have not day-light to tranfcribc

it» I am. Sir,

" Your's, &c.
" Sam. Johnson."

• The learned Mrs. Elizabeth Carter,

To
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To Mr. Cave. J2^
"Sir, [Nodai,.] ^tat. 29.

" I am extremely obliged by your kind

letter, and will not fail to attend you to-morrow

with Irene, who looks upon you as one of her

beft friends.

" I was to day with Mr. Dodfley, v/ho declares

very warmly in favour of the paper you fent him,

which he defires to have a Ihare in, it being, as he

fays, a creditable ihitig to be concerned in. I knew
not what anfwer to make till I had confulted you,

nor what to demand on the authour's part, but

am very willing that, if you pleafe, he fhould have

a part in it, as he will undoubtedly be more dili-

gent to difperfe and promote it. If you can fend

mc word to-morrow what I fhall fay to him, I will

fettle matters, and bring the poem with me for

the prcfs, which as the town empties, we cannot

be too quick with. I am. Sir,

« Your's, &c.

"Sam. Johnson.'*

To us who have long known the manly force,

bold fpirit, and mafterly verfification of this poem,

it is a matter of curiofity to obferve the diffidence

with which its authour brought it forward into

publick notice, while he is fo cautious as not to

avow it to be his own producflion; and with what

humility he offers to allow the printer to " alter

any (Iroke of fatirc which he might diflike." That
any fuch alteration was made, we do not know.

If we did, we could not but feel an indignant re-

gret; but how painful it is to fee that a writer of

n 3 fuch
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1733- fuch vigorous powers of mind was adlually in fuch

^tatl 29.
^^^^^^Sj ^^3^ the fmall profit which fo fhort a poem,

however excellent^ could yield, was courted as a

'' relief."

It has been generally faid, I know not with what

truth, that Johnfon offered his "London" to

feveral bookfellers, none of whom would purchafe

it. To this circumflance Mr. Derrick alludes in

the following lines of his "Fortune, a Rhap-
sody :"

" Will no kind patron Johnson own ?

^^ Shall Johnson friendlefs range the town ?

" And every publilher refufe

" The offspring of his happy Mufe ?"

But we have feen that the worthy, modefl, and

ingenious Mr. Robert DodHey had tafte enough to

perceive its uncommon merit, and thought it cre-

ditable to have a fliare in it. The fa6l is, that, at

a future conference, he bargained for the whole

property of it, .for which he gave Johnfon ten

guineas, who told me, " I might, perhaps, have

accepted of lefs ; but that Paul Whitehead had a

little before got ten guineas for a poem ; and I

would not take lefs than Paul Whitehead."

I may here obferve, that Johnfon appeared to

me to undervalue Paul Whitehead upon every oc-

cafion when he was mentioned, and, in my opinion,

did not do him juflicei but when it is confidered

that Paul Whitehead was a member of a riotous

and profane club, we may account for Johnfon's

having a prejudice againft him. Paul Whitehead

was, indeed, unfortunate in being not only flighted

6 by
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Johnfoii, but violently attacked by ChurchlH> 173^-

who utters the following imprecation :

ISaTTg!

*' May I (can worfe difgrace on manhood fall?)

" Be born a Whitehead, and baptized a Paul
!''

yet I (hall never be perfuaded to think meanly of

the authour of fo brilliant and pointed a fatire as

" Manners.'*

Johnfon*s " London^' 'w^s'publiflied in/Maiy,

1738*3 and it is remarkable, that it came out on

the fame nnorning with Pope's fatire, entitled

*' 1738 j** fo that England had at once its Juvenal

and Horace as poetical monitors. The Reverend

Dr. Douglas, now Bifhop of Salifbury, to whoiTi t

am indebted for fome obliging communications,

was then a ftudent at Oxford, and remembers

V, ell die effefl which *' London" produced. Every

body was delighted with it ; and there being no

name to it, the firfl: buz of the literaiy circles .was

^^ here is an unknown poet, greater eveii than

Pope." And it is recorded in the Gentleman's

* isir John liawkins, p. 86, tells us, ** The event is anfr-

dattdf in the poem of 'London;' but-in every particular, ex-

cept the difference of a year, what is there laid of thp dcp;irture

of Thalcs, muH be iinderftood of Savage^ and looked upon 'iS

truehiftorj,** Tlws conjcdufc is, I bcHive, ^rirfly ground Icfs.

I have been affurcd, that Johnfon faid he ^as not fo much as .ic-

quii'witcd with Savage when he wrote his " London". \i the

departure mentioned in it was the departure of Savaj;c, the event

was not /7//W/?/r</ but forefeert\ for *• LoiUon" vv.»s publiOud

in May, 1738, and Sav»gc did not fct out for Wales til! July,

1739. However well Johnfon could defend the credibijity of

ftccndfights he did not pretend that he himftlf was poffcffed of

tlat faculty.

H 4 Magazine
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Magazine of that year \ that it " got to the fe^

cond edition in the courfe of a week."

One of the warmeft patrons of this poem on

its firfl appearance was General Oglethorpe,

whofe " ftrong benevolence of foul" was un-

abated during the courfe of a very long life ; though

it Js painful to think, that he had but too much
reafon to become cold and callous, and difcontented

with the world, from the negled which he experi-

enced of his publick and private worth, by thofe

i|i whofe power it was to gratify fo gallant a ve-

teran with marks of diftinc^ion. This extraor-

dinary perfon was as remarkable for his learning

and tafte, as for hjs other eminent qualities 5 and

no man was more prompt, a6tive, and generous

in encouraging merit. I have heard Johnfon

gratefully acknowledge, in his prefence, the kind

and effedual fupport which he gave to his " Lon^-

don," though unacquainted with its authour.

Pope, who then filled the poetical throne with-

out a rival, it may reafonably be prefumed, mufl

have been particularly ftruck by the fudden appear-

ance of fuch a poet ; and, to his credit, let it be

remembered, that his feelings and condudt on the

occafion were candid and liberal. He requefted

Mr. Richardfon, fon of the painter, to endeavour

to find out who this new authour was. Mr. Ri-

chardfon, after fome inquiry, having informed

him that he had djfcovered only that his name was

Johnfon, and that he was fome obfcure m^n. Pope
faid, " He will foon be ^eterre ^.'* We fhall pre-

3 P. 269.

* Sir Jolhua Reynolds, from the information of the younger

Jlichardfon,

fently
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fently fee, from a note written by Pope, that he ._'73^«^

was himfelf afterwards more fuccefsful in his en- iEtar. 29,

quiries than his friend.

That in this juftly-celebrated poem may be

found a few rhymes which the critical precifion of

Englifh profody at this day would difallow, cannot

be denied ; but with this fmall imperfedion,

which in the general blaze of its excellence is not

perceived, till the mind has fubfided into cool at-

tention, it is, undoubtedly, one of the nobleft

productions in our language, both for fentiment

and exprefTion. The nation was then in that fer-

ment againfl the court and the miniflry, which

fome years after ended in the downfall of Sir Ro-
bert Walpole; and as it has been faid, that Tories

arc Whigs when out of place, and Whigs, Tories

when in place ; fo, as a whig adminiftration ruled

with what force it could, a tory oppofition had all

the animation and all the eloquence of refinance

to power, aided by the common topicks of pa-

triotifm, liberty, and independence! Accord-

ingly, we find in Johnfon's ** London" the mofl

fpirited invedlives againfl tyranny and opprellion,

the warmed predilection for his own country, and

the pureft lova of virtue ; interfperfed with traits

of his own particular charadter and fituation, not

omitting his prejudices as a " true-born Englifli-

man^" not only againft foreign countries, but

' It is, however, remarkable, that he ufes the epithet, which

undoubtedly, fincc the union between England and Scotland,

^ught to denominate the natives of both parts of* our ifhnd :

• Waj early taught a Bm ton's rights to prize,"

againfl
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i73^' againft Ireland and Scotland. On fomc of thcfc

iS£tat, 29. topicks I (hall quote a few palTages

:

*' The cheated nation's happy favVites fec^

" Mark whom the great carefs, who frown on itic.'*

*' Has heaven referv'd, in pity to the poor,

*^ No pathlefs wafle, or undifcover*d Ihore ?

*' No fecret ifland in the boundlefs main ?

*^ No peaceful defart yet unclaimed by Spain ?

*' Quick let us rife, the happy feats explore,

<' And bear Oppreflion's infoience no more/*

*' How, when competitors like thefe contend,

^* CdXiJurly Virtue hope to fix a friend ?"

*< This mournful truth is every where confefs*d,

^* Slow rises v/orth, by poverty depressed T*

We may eafily conceive with what feeling a

great mind like his, cramped and galled by narrow

circumftances, uttered this lail line, which he

marked by capitals. The whole of the poem is

eminently excellent, and there are in it fuch proofs

of a l:nov.ledge of the world, and of a mature ac-

quaintance with life, as cannot be contemplated

without wonder, when v/e confider that he was

then only in his twenty-ninth year, and had yet

been fo little in the " bufy haunts of men."
Yet, while we admire the poedcal excellence of

this poem, candour obliges us to allow, that the

flame of patriotifm and zeal for popular refiflance

with which it is fraught, had nojuft caufe. There,

was, in truth, no " oppreflion 3" the " nation"

was
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y/2Lsnot "cheated." Sir Robert Walpole was a

wife and a benevolent minifter, who thought that 'i-T;
"^

the happinefs and profperity of a commercial

country like ours, would be bed promoted by

peace, which he accordingly maintained, with

credit, during a very long period. Johnfon him-
lelf afterwards honeftly acknowledged the merit of

Walpole, whom he called " a fixed flar;" while

he chara<5terifed his opponent, Pitt, as " a meteor/*

But Johnfon's juvenile poem was nat-urally impreg-
nated with the fire of oppofitlon, and upon every

account was univerfally admired.

Though thus elevated into fame, and confcious

of uncommon powers, he had not that buftling

confidence, or, I may rather fay, that animated

ambition, which one might have fuppofed would
have urged him to endeavour at rifing in life.

But fuch was his inflexible dignity of character,

that he could not ftoop to court the great ; with-

out which, hardly any man has made his way to a

high ftation. He could not exped: to produce

many fuch works as his '^ London," and he felt

the hardfliips of writing for bread i he was, there-

fore, willing to refume the office of a fchoolmafter,

fo as to have a fure, though moderate income for

his life J and an offer being made to him of a

fchool in Staffordfliire^, provided he could obtain

the

* In a billet written by Mr. Pope in the following year, this

fclux)! i« r.ud to have been in ^hrop/hire ; but as it appears

from a letter from Karl Gower, that the truUccs of it were

((imc worthy gentlemen in Johnfon's neighbourhood," I in

m ' ' ' iggcllcd that Pope inuft have, by miftake, writ-

tc. cad of i>uffurdfhirc. But 1 have fmce been

obliged



THE LIFEOF
the degree of Mafler of Arts, Dr. Adams was
applied to, by a common friend, to know whether

i

that conld be granted him as a favour from the

Univerfity of Oxford. But though he had made
fuch a figure in the literary world, it was then

thought too great a favour to be afked.

Pope, without any knowledge of him but from

his " London," recommended him to Earl Gower,

who endeavoured to procure for him a degree from

Dublin, by the following letter to a friend of Dean
Sw^ft

:

"Sir, . -.

"Mr* Samuel Johnson (authour of

London, a fatire, and fome other poetical pieces)

obliged to Mr. Spearing, attorney-at- law, for the following in-

formation :
— •* William Adams, formerly citizen and haber-

dafher of London, founded a fchool at Newport, in the county

of Salop, by deed dated 27th November, 1656, by which he

granted * the yearly fum oi Jixtypormdi to fuch able and learned

fchoolmafter, from time to time, being of godly life and conver-

fation, who fliould have been educated at one of the Univerfities

of Oxford or Cambridge, and had taken the degree of Majfer of

Arts, and was well read in the Greek and Latin tongues, as

(hould be nominated from time to time by the faid William

Adams, during his life, and after the deceafe of the faid Wil-

liam Adams, by the Go\'ernours (namely, the Mailer and War-

dens of the Haberdafliers' Company of the City of London) and

their fuccefTors.' The manour and lands out of which the re-

venues for the maintenance of the fchool were to iiTue are fituate

at Knighton mtd Adbafion, in the county of Stafford,'* From the

foregoing account of this foundation, particularly the circum-

ftances of the falary being fixty pounds, and the degree of

Mafter of Arts being a requifite qualification in the teacher, it

feems probable that this was the fchool in contemplation ; and

that Lord Gower erroneoufly fuppofed that the gentlemen who
poiTeffed the lands, out of which the revenues iffued, were truftecs

of the charity.

is
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is a native of this country, and much refpedled by ^"^S-
^

fome worthy gentlemen in his neighbourhood, ^Etat. 29.

who are truftees of a charity-fchool now vacant

;

the certain falary is fixty pounds a year, of which

they are defirous to make him mailer ; but, un-

fortunately, he is not capable of receiving their

bounty, which would make him happy for life^ by not

being a Maflerof Arts -, which, by the ftatutes of

this fchool, the mailer of it mull be.

" Now thefe gentlemen do me the honour to

think that I have interell enough in you, to prevail

upon you to write to Dean Swift, to perfuade the

Univerfity of Dublin to fend a diploma to me,

conllituting this poor man Mailer of Arts in their

Univerfity. They highly extol the man's learning

and probity ; and will not be perfuaded, that the

Univerfity will make any difficulty of conferring

fuch a favour upon a llranger, if he is recom-

mended by the Dean. They fiy he is not afraid

of the llrideft examination, though he is of fo

long a journey ; and will venture it, if the Dean
thinks it neccflary ; choofing rather to die upon the

road, /ban beflarved to death in tranflating for book-

fellers ; which has been his only fublillence for fome

time pall.

** I fear there is more difficulty in this affair,

than thofe good-natured gentlemen apprehend;

efpecially as their election cannot be delayed longer

than the nth of next month. If you fee this

matter in the fame light that it appears to me, I

^^-'le you will burn this, and pardon mc for giving

1 fo much trouble about an impracticable thing;

but, if you think there is a probability ofobtaining

the
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1738. the favour afked, I am fure your humanity, and

^^J^J^ propenfity to relieve merit in diflrefs, will incline

you to ferve the poor man, without my adding
any more to the trouble I have already given you,
than alluring you that I am, with great truth. Sir,

" Your faithful fervant,
\

" GOWER."
*^ Trentham, Aug. I, 1739.

It was, perhaps no fmall difappointment to

Johnfon that this refpeftable application had not
the defired effedl: ; yet how much reafon has there

been, both for himfelfand his country, to rejoice

that it did not fucceed, as he might probably have
wafted in obfcurity thofe hours in which he after-

wards produced his incomparable works.

About this time he made one other effort to

emancipate himfelf from the drudgery of authour-
fliip. He applied to Dr. Adams, to confult Dr.
Smalbroke ofthe Commons, whether a perfon might
be permitted to pradlice as an advocate there,

without a doctor's degree in Civil Law. " I am
(faid he) a total ftranger to thefe fludies ; but

whatever is a profeffion, and maintains numbers,
muft be within the reach of common abilities, and
fome degree of induftry." Dr. Adams was much
pleafed with Johnfon's defign to employ his talents

in that manner, being confident he would have

attained to great eminence. And, indeed, I can

not conceive a man better qualified to make
didinguiflied figure as a lawyer; for, he woulc

have brought to his profeffion a rich ftore o

variou;
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various knowledge, an uncommon acutenefs, and a 1738.

command of lang;uage, in which fe\f could have 'j^T"^*'^"*^^ " , ,
/ttat. 29.

equalled, and none have lurpafTed him. He v;ho

could difplay eloquence and wit in defence of the

decifion of the Houfe of Commons upon Mr.

Wilkes's eledion for Middlefex, and of the un-

conftitutional taxation of our fellow fubjects in

America, mud have been a powerful advocate in

any caufe. But here, alfo, the want of a degree

^^"^.s an infurmountable bar.

He was, therefore, under the necelTity of per-

fevering in that courfe, into which he had been

forced; and we find, that his propofal from Green-

wich to Mr. Cave, for a tranllation of Father Paul

Sarpi's Hiftory, was accepted \

"* In the Weekly Mlfcellany, 0(f\ober 21, 1738, there appear-

ed the following- advertifemcnt ;
** Juft publifhcd, Propofals for

printing the Piiftory of the Council of Trent, tranflated from the

Italian of Father Paul Sarpi; with the Authour's Life, and

Notes theological, hiftorical, and critical, from the French

edition of Dr. Le Courayer. To which are added, Obferva-

tions on the Hiftory, and Notes and lllullrations from variout

Authours, both printed and manufcripr. By S. Johnfon. i.

The work will confift of two hundred fticets, and be two

volumes in quarto, printed on good paper and letter. 2. The
price will be i8s. each volume, to he paid, half a guinea at the

delivery of the firft volume, and the reft at the delivery of the

feconJ volume in fhects. 3. Two-pence to be abated for every

(hcct Icfs than two hundred. It may be had on a large paper,

in three volumes, at the price of three guineas ; one to be paid

at the time of fubfcribing, another at the deliver)' of the fird, and

the reft at the delivery of the other volumes. The work is novr

the prcfi, and will be diligently profecutcd. Subfcriptiont

.lie taken in by Mr. Dodflcy in Pall-M:iil, Mr. Rivington in

St. Paul'* Church-yard, by E. Caveat St. John's Gate, and the

i.inHator, at No. 6 in Gallic- (Ircct, by Cavendini-fv]uare."

Some
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i73^» Some fheets of this tranflatlon were printed ofF,

iEtatlxQ.
^^^ ^^^ defign was dropt ; for it happened, oddly

enough, that another perfon of the name of Samuel

Johnfon, Librarian of St. Martin's in the Fields,

and Curate of that parifh, engaged in the fame

undertaking, and was patronifed by the Clergy,

particularly by Dr. Pearce, afterwards Biihop of

Rochefler. Several light fkirmifhes pafled between

the rival tranflators, in the news-papers of the day

;

and the confequence was, that-they deftroyed each

other, for neither of them went on with the work.

It is much to be regretted, that the able perform-

ance of that celebrated genius Fra Paolo, loft

the advantage of being incorporated into Britifh

literature by the mafterly hand of Johnfon.

] have in my poffelTion, by the favour of Mr.
John Nichols, a paper in Johnfon^s hand-writing,

entitled " Account between Mr. Edward Cave

and Sam. Johnfon, in relation to a verfion of

Father Paul, &:c. begun Auguft the 2d, 1738 ;"

by which it appears, that from that day to the 2 1 ft

of April, Johnfon received for this work 49/. 7^.

in fums of one, two, three, and fometimes four

guineas at a time, moft frequently two. And it

is curious to obferve the minute and fcrupulous

accuracy with which Johnfon has pafted upon it

a flip of paper, which he has entided ** Small

Account,*' and v/hich contains one article, '^ Sept.

9th, Mr. Cave laid down ts, 6d.'' There is fub-

joincd to this account, a lift of fome fubfcribers to

the work, partly in Johnfon's hand-writing, partly

in that of anodier perfon ; and there follows a leaf

Qr two on which are written a number of charaflers

which
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v;hich have the appearance of a fhort hand, which, 173?.

perhaps, Johnfon was then trying to learn. V.
~'~ "'

T'o Mr. Cave.

"Sir, Wednefday.

*^ I DID not care to detain your fervant while

I wrote an anfwer to your letter, in which you

feem to infinuate that I had pronnifed more than I

am ready to perform. If I have raifed your ex-

pedtations by any thing that may have efcaped

my memory, I am forry ; and if you remind mc
of it, fhall thank you for the favour. If I made
fewer alterations than ufual in the Debates, it was

only becaufe there appeared, and ftill appears to

be, lefs need of alteration. The verfes to Lady

Firebrace' may be had when you pleafe, for you

know that fuch a fubjed neither deferves much
thoughf, nor requires it.

" The Chinefe Stories' may be had folded down
when you pleafe to fend, in which I do not recoi-

led that you dcfired any alterations to be made.

" An anfwer to another query I am very willing

to write, and had confulted with you about it laft

night if there had been time -, for I think it the

moft proper way of inviting fuch a correfpondence

as may be an advantage to the paper, not a load

upon it.

• Tbcy afterwards appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine with

thii tiUc, " Verfes to Lady Firebracc, at Bury Aflizcb."

* Du Halde's Dcfcription of China was then publiO^iii^ uy

Mr, Cave in weekly numbers, whence Johnfon waj to fcledt

piccr^ for the embeUiihiJicnfi of the Magaiine. N«

-Vol. I. I « A«
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1738. " As to the Prize Verfes, a backwai dnefs to de-

JEmTzQ. t^^mine their degrees of merit is not peculiar to

me. You may, if you pleafe, ftill have what I

can fayj but I fliall engage with little fpirit in an

affair, which I fhall hardly end to my own fatis-

fadtion, and certainly not to the fatibfaclion of the

parties concerned '.

" As to Father Paul, I have not yet been

jufl to my propofal, but have met with impedi-^

ments, which, I hope, are now at an end; and

if you find the progrefs hereafter not fuch as you

have a right to expedl, you can eafily ftimulate a

negligent tranflator.

" if any or all of thefe have contributed to your

difcontent, I will endeavour to remove it; and

defire you to propofe the queflion to which you

wifh for an anfwer.

" I am. Sir,

" Your humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson."

"to Mr. Cave.

«^ I AM pretty much of your opinion, that

the Commentary cannot be profecuted with any

appearance of fuccefs ; for as the names of the au-

thours concerned are of more weight in the per-

formance than its own intrinfick merit, the publick

will be foon fatisfied with it. And I think the

* The premium of forty pounds propofed for the beft poem on

the Divine Attributes is here alluded to. N,

Examen
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Examen fhould be pulhed forward with the utmoft 1738.

expedition. Thus, ' This day, &c. An Examen
'

j^^
""^

of Mr. Pope's EflTay, Sec. containing a fuccina:
^^^*

^^*

Account of the Philofophy of Mr. Teibnitz on
the Syftem of the Fatalifts, with a Confutation

of their Opinions, and an Illuflration of the Doc-
trine of f>ee-willi* [with what elfe you think
proper.]

" It will, above all, be neceflary to take notice,

that it is a thing diftind from the Commentary.
" I was fo far from imagining they Hood flill%

that I conceived them to have a good deal before-
hand, and therefore was lefs anxious in providing
them more. But if ever they (land ftill on my ac-
count, it mud doubtlefs be charged to me ; and
whatever elfe fl:iall be reafonable, I fhall not
oppofe j but beg a fufpenfe ofjudgment till morn-
ing, when I mufl entreat you to fend me a dozen
propofals, and you fhall then have copy to fpare.

" I am, Sir,

" Your's, impranfusy

" Sam. Johnson.**

" Pray mufter up the Propofals if you can, or
let the boy recall them from the bookfellers.**

But although he correfponded with Mr. Cave
concerning a tranflation of Croufaz's Examen of
Pope's Eflay on Man, and gave advice as one
anxious for its fuccefs, 1 was long ago convinced
by a perufal of the Preface, that this tranflation

* The Compofiton in Mr. Cave's printing-ofRct, who appear
by thw Icticr to have then waited for copy. N.

I 2 was
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was erroneoufly afcribed to him ; and I have found

this point afcertained, beyond all doubt, by the

following article in Dr. Birch's Manufcripts in the

Britilh Mufeum

:

"Elis^, Carter^^. S. p. D. Thomas Birch.

" Verfionem tuam Examinis Croujazianijam ferlegi,

^ummam ftyli et elegantiamy et in re difficillimd ^ro~

'prietatemy admiratus,

^^ Daham Novemh. 27*^ 1738 ^"

Indeed Mrs. Carter has lately acknowledged to

Mr. Seward, that flie was the tranflator of the

Examen.
It is remarkable, that Johpfon's laft quoted let-

ter to Mr. Cave concludes with a fair confeflion

that he had not a dinner ; and it is no lefs remark-

able, that, though in this ftate of want himfelf,

his benevolent heart was not infenabie to the necef-

fities of an humble labourer in literature, asap-^

pears from the very next letter

:

'To Mr. Cave.

•^^DeAR Sir, [Nodate,]

*'YOU may remember I have formerly

talked v/ith you about a Military Dictionary.

The eldeft Mr. Macbean, who was with Mr.

Chambers, has very good materials for fuch i
work, which I have feen, and will do it at a Ya:Y

low rate ^ I think the terms of War and Naviga-*

tlon might be comprifed, with good explanations,

« Birch MSS. Brit. Brit. Muf. 4325.
^ This Book was publilhed,

'"•• ' in
I
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in one 8vo. Pica, which he is willing to do for i739-

twelve fhillings a iheetj to be made up a guinea at ^^1~.q[

the fecond impreflion. If you think on it, I will

wait on you with him. I am, Sir,

" Your humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson."

" Pray lend me Topfel on Animals."

I muft not omit to mention, that this Mr,
Macbean was a native of Scotland.

In the Gentleman's Magazine of this year, John-
Hon gave a Life of Father Paul;* and he wrote
the Preface to the Volume f, which, though pre-

fixed to it when bound, is always publilhed with

the Appendix, and • is therefore the laft compofi-

tion belonging to it. The ability and nice adap-

tation with which he could draw up a prefatory ad-

drefs, was one of his peculiar excellencies.

It appears too, that he paid a friendly attention

to Mrs. Elizabeth Carter; for, in a letter from

Mr. Cave to Dr. Birch, November 28, this year,

I find '' Mr. Johnfon advifes Mifs C. to under-

take a tranflation of Boethius de Cons, becaufe there

is prole and verfe, and to put her name to it when

publifhed." This advice was not followed ; pro-

bably from an apprehenfion that the work was not

fufficiendy popular for an extenfive fale. How
well Johnfon himfclf could have executed a tran-

flation of this philofophical poet, we may judge

from the following fjjccimcn which he has given

>n the Rambler "^ :

X Motto 10 No. 7,

I 3 " qui
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*^ qui perpetud mundum ratione gubernaSy
(c <j'errarmn cdiqueJator !•

*' Disjice terrene nebulas et pondera mclisy

" j^tque tuojplendore mica I Tu namque/erenum,

" Tu requies tranqiiilla piis, 'Te cernerefnisy

« Principiuniy ve^oVy dux^ JemitUy terminus^ idem.
^*

*' O THOU whofe power o*er moving worlds prefides,

" Whofe voice created, and whofe wifdom guides^

*^ On darkling man in pure effulgence fhine,

*^ And cheer the clouded mind with light divine,

*' 'Tis thine alone to calm the pious breafl,

^* With filent confidence and holy reflj

*^ From thee, great God ! we fpring, to thee we tend,

" Path, motive, guide, original, and end !"

In 1739, t>efide the afTiflance which he gave to

the Parliamentary Debates, his writings in the

Gentleman's Magazine were, " The Life of

Boerhaave,*" in which it is to be obferved, that

he difcovers that love of chymiftry which never

forfook him 3 " An Appeal to the pubJick in be-

half of the Editor ;t" " An Addrefs to the

Reader it" " An Epigram both in Greek and

Latin to Eliza,*" and alio Englifli verfes to her^*

and, '' A Greek Epigram to Dr. Birch.*" It

has been erroneoufly fuppofed, that an Effay pub-

lifhed in that Magazine this year, entitled " The
Apotheofis of Milton," was written by Johnfon

;

and on that fuppofition it has been improperly in-

serted in the edition of his works by the Book-

ieil^rs, after his deceafe. Were there no pqfitive

teftimony as to this point, the flyle of the per-

formance, and the name of Shakfpeare not being

mentionc4
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mentioned in an EiTay profefledly reviewing the «739-

principal Englifh poets, would afccrtain it not to be ^^[^^f^,
the produ6lion of Johnfon. But there is here no *

occafion to refort to internal evidence ; for my
Lord Bifhop of Salifbury (Dr. Douglas) has

aflured me, that it was written by Guthrie. His

feparate publications were, " A Complete Vindi-

cation of the Licenfers of the Stage, from the

malicious and fcandalous Afperfions of Mr. Brooke,

Authour of Guflavus Yafa,*" being an ironical

Attack upon them for their SupprefTion of that

Tragedy; and, " Marmor Norfolcienfe ; or an

E/Tay on an ancient prophetical Infcription in

monkifli Rhyme, lately difcovered near Lynne in

Norfolk, by Probus Britannicus.*" In this

performance, he, in a feigned infcription, fup-

pofed to have been found in Norfolk, the county

of Sir Robert Walpole, then the obnoxious prime

minifter of this country, inveighs againfl: the Brunf-

wick fucceflion, and the meafures of government

confequent upon it. To this fuppofed prophecy

he added a Commentary, making each exprefTion

apply to the times, with. warm Anti-Hanoverian

zeal.

This anonymous pamphlet, I believe, did not

make fo much noife as was expecfled, and, there-

fore, had not a very extenfive circulation. Sir

John Hawkins relates, that " warrants were iffued,

nd meflengers employed to apprehend the authour;

who, though he had forborne to fubfcribe his

name to the pamphlet, the vigilance of thofe ia

purfuit of him had difcovered i" and we are in-

foimed, that he lay concealed in Lambcth-marfh

1

4

tiU
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till the fcent after him grew cold. This, however,

^x^, 30. ^s altogetTier without foundation ; for Mr. Steele,

one of the Secretaries of the Treafury, who amidft

a variety ofimportant bufinefs, politely obliged me
with his attention to my inquiry, informed mc,

that " he direfted every pofTible fearch to be made
in the records of the Treafury and Secretary of

State's Office, but could find no trace whatever of

any warrant having been ifTued to apprehend the

authour of this pamphlet."

" Marmor Norfolcienfe" became exceedingly

fcarce, fo that I, for many years, endeavoured in

vain to procure a copy of it. At laft 1 was in-

debted to the malice of one of Johnfon's numerous

petty adverfaries, who, in 1775, publifhed a new
edition of it, " with Notes and a Dedication to

Samuel Johnson, I^L.D. by Tribunusj" in

which fome puny fcribbler invidloufly attempted

to found upon it a charge of inconfiflency againft

its authour, becaufe he had accepted of a penfion

from his prefent Majefly, and had written in llip-

port of the meafures of government. As a morti-

fication to fuch impotent malice, of which there

are fo many inflances towards men of eminence,

I am happy to relate, that this ulum imhelle did not

reach its exalted objed", till about a year after it

thus appeared, when I mentioned it to him, fup-

pofing that he knew of the re-pubhcation. To
my furprize, he had not yet heard of it. He re-

queued me to go direclly and get it for him, which

I did. He looked at it and laughed, and feemed

to be much diverted with the feeble efforts of his

unknown adverfary, who, I hope, is alive to read

3 this
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this account. " Now (faid he) here is fomebody 1739.

who thinks he has vexed me fadly ; yet, if it had ^J^ ^
not been for you, you rogue, I fhould probably

never have feen it."

As Mr. Pope's note concerning Johnfon, alluded

to in a former page, refers both to his " London,**

and his " Marmor Norfolcienfe,'* I have deferred

infertins: it till now. I am indebted for it to Dr.

Percy, the Bifhop of Dromore, who permitted

me to copy it from the original in his pofiefTion.

It was prefented to his Lordfhip by Sir Jofhua

Reynolds, to whom it was given by the Ton of Mr.

Richardfon the painter, the perfon to whom it is

addrefled. I have tranfcribed it with minute exaft-

nefs, that the peculiar mode of writing, and im-

perfe6b fpelling of that celebrated poet, may be

exhibited to the curious in literature. Itjultifies

Swift's epithet of " paper-fparing Pope,** for it is

written on a flip no larger than a common meflfage-

card, and was fent to Mr. Richardfon, along with

the Imitation of Juvenal.

** This is imitated by one Johnfon who put it\

'' for a Publick-fchool in Shropfhire^ but was

" difappointed. He has an infirmity of the con-

*' vulfive kind, that attacks him fometimes, fo a3

*^ to make Him a fad Spectacle. Mr. P. from
" the Merit of This Work which was all the know-
" ledge he had of Him endcavour'd to fcrve Hiin
'^ without his own application; & wrote to my
*' L^ gore, but he did not fuccecd. Mr. Johnfon
** publiihcd aftcrw"^*. another Poem in Latin with

Sec note, p. $7.

*' Note*
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>739- " Notes the whole very Humerous call'd the

"^^^^^^ " Norfolk Prophecy,

« P/'

Johnfon had been told of this note; and Sir

Jofliiia Reynolds informed hinci of the compli-

ment which it contained, but, from delicacy,

avoided fhewing him the paper itfelf. When Sir

/ Jofhua obferved to Johnfon that he feemed very

defirous to fee Pope's note, he anfwered, " Who
v^ould not be proud to have fuch a man as Pope fo

folicitous in inquiring about him ?"

The infirmity to which Mr. Pope alludes, ap-

peared to me alfo, as I have elfewhere ^ obferved,

to be of the convulfive kind, and of the nature of

that diflemper called St. Vitus's dance ; and in

this opinion I am confirmed by the defcription

which Sydenham gives of that difeafe. " This

diforder is a kind ofconvulfion. It manifefts it-

felf by halting or unfteadinefs of one of the legs,

which the patient draws after him like an ideot. If

the hand of the fame fide be applied to the bread,

or any other part of the body, he cannot keep it a

moment in the fame pofture, but it will be drawn

into a different one by a convulfion, notwithftand-

ing all his efforts to the contrary.'* Sir Jofhua

Reynolds, however, was of a different opinion, and

fav^oured me with the following paper.

" Thofe motions or tricks of Dr. Johnfon are

improperly called convulfions. He could fit

motionlefs, when he was told fo to do, as well as

any other man ; my opinion is, that it proceeded

5 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 8,

fronfi
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from a habit he had indulged himfelf in, of accom-

panying his thoughts with certain untoward actions, ^tat. 30,

and thofe adions always appeared to me as if they

were meant to reprobate fome part of his pad con-

dud. Whenever he was not engaged in conver-

fation, fuch thoughts were fure to rufh into his

mind; and, for this reafon, any company, any

employment whatever, he preferred to being alone.

The great bufinefsof his life (he faid) was to efcape

from himfelf; this difpofition he confidered as the

difeafe of his mind, which nothing cured but

company.

" One inftance of his abfence and particularity,

as it is charadlerlftick of the man, may be worth

relating. When he and I took a journey together

into the Weft, we vifited the late Mr. Banks, of

Dorfetfhire ; the converfation turning upon pldlures,

which Johnfon could not well fee, he retired to

a corner of the room, ftretching out his right leg

as far as he could reach before him, then bringing

;) his left leg, and ftretching his right ftill further

on. The old gentleman obferving him, went up

to him, and in a very courteous manner allured

him, that though it was not a new houle, the floor-

ing was perfedly fafe. The Do6tor ftarted from

his reverie, like a perfon waked out of his deep,

but fpoke not a word."

While we arc on this fubjeft, my readers may
)t be difplcafed with another anecdote, commu-

nicated to me by the fame friend, from the relation

of Mr. Hogarth.

Johnfon ufcd to be a pretty frequent vifitcr at

the houfc of Mr. Richardfon, authour of Clarifta,

and
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1759 and other novels of extenfive reputation. Mr.

MuuTo, Hogarth came one day to fee Richardfon, foon

after the execution of Dr. Cameron, for having

taken arms for the houfe of Stuart in 1745-6 5 and

being a warm partifan of George the Second, he

obferved to Richardfon, that certainly there muft

have been fome very unfavourable circumftances

lately difcovered in this particular cafe, which had

induced the King to approve of an execution for

rebellion fo long after the time when it was com-

mitted, as this had the appearance of putting a

man to death in cold blood ^ and was very unlike

jiis Majefty's ufual clemency. While he was talk-

ing, he perceived a perfon {landing at a window

in the room, fhaking his head, and rolling himfeif

about in a ftrange ridiculous manner. He con-

cluded that he was an ideot, whom his relations

had put under the care of Mr. Richardfon, as a

very good man. To his great furprize, however,

* Impartial poflerity may, perhaps, be as little inclined as Dr.

Johnfon was to juftify the uncommon rigour exercifed in the

cafe of Dr, Archibald Cameron. He was an amiable and truly

honeft man ; and his offence was owing to a generous, though

miftaken principle of duty. Being obliged, after 1746, to give

up his profeffion as a phyfici^an, and to go into foreign parts, he

was honoured with the rank of Colonel, both in the French and

Spanilh fervice. He was a fon of the ancient and refpedable

family of Cameron, ofLochiel; and his brother, who was the

Chief of that brave clan, diflinguifhed himfeif by moderation and

humanity, while the Highland army marched vidlorious through

Scotland. It is remarkable of this Chief, that though he had

carneflly remonftrated againft the attempt as hopelefs, he was of

too heroick a fpirit not to venture his life and fortune in the

caufe, when perfonally afked by him whom he thought his

Fringe,

this



Dr. J O H N S O N. J25

this figure ftalked forwards to where he and Mr. '739-

Richardfon were fitting, and all at once took up ^tat" 3^
the argument, and burft out into an invedlive

againft George the Second, as one, who, upon

all occafions, was unrelenting and barbarous ; men-
tioning many inftances, particularly, that when an

officer of high rank had been acquitted by a Court

Martial, George the Second had, with his own
hand, ftruck his name off the lift. In fhort, he

difplayed fuch a power of eloquence, that Hogarth

looked at him with aftonifhment, and a6lually

imagined that this ideot had been at the moment
infpired. Neither Hogarth nor Johnfon were made

known to each other at this interview.

In 1740 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine ^^^^« 4^

the " Preface,t" " Life of Admiral Drake,*" and

the firft parts of thofe of " Admiral Blake,*" and of

" Philip Baretier,*" both which he finifhed the follow-

ing year. He alfo wrote an " Effay on Epitaphs,f

"

and an " Epitaph on Philips, a Mufician,*" which

was afterwards publifhed with fome other pieces of

his, in Mrs. Williams's Mifcellanies. This Epi-

taph is fo exquifitely beautiful, that I remember

even Lord Karnes, ftrangely prejudiced as he was

againft Dr. Johnfon, was compelled to allow it

very high praife. It has been afcribed to Mr.

Gafrick, from its appearing at firft with the figna-

turc G ; but I have heard Mr. Garrick declare,

that it was written by Dr. Johnfon, and give the

following account of iHe manner in which it was

compofcd. Johnfon and he were fitting together;

when, amongft other things, Garrick repeated an

Epitaph
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Epitaph upon this Philips by aDn Wilkes, in thefc

words

:

'* Exalted foul ! whofe harmony could pleafe

*^ The love-fick virgin, and the gouty eafe ;

" Could jarring difcord, like Amphion, move
** To beauteous order and harmonious love

;

" Reft here in peace, till angels bid thee rife,

*^ And meet thy blelled Saviour in the fkies/'

Johnfon fhook his head at thefe common-place
funereal lines, and faid to Garrick, " 1 think,

Davy, I can make a better.'* Then, ftirring

about his tea for a little while, in a ftate of medi-
tation, he almoft extempore produced the following

verfes

:

" Philips, whofe touch harmonious could remove
*' The pangs of guilty power or haplefs love i

*^ Reft here, diftrefs'd by poverty no more,
*^ Here find that calm thou gav'ft fo oft before

:

*' Sleep, undifturb*d, within this peaceful ftii;ine,

^« Till angels wake thee with a note like thine 1"

At the fame time that Mr. Garrick favoured mc
with this anecdote, he repeated a very pointed

Epigram by Johnfon, on George the Second and
Colley Gibber, which has never yet appeared, and

of which 1 know not the exad date. Dr. Johnfon
afterwards gave it to me himfelf.

" Auguftus ftill furvives in Maro's ftrain,

" And Spenfer's verfe prolongs Eliza's reign

;

" Great George's ads let tuneful Gibber fing;

'" For Nature form'd the Poet for the King."

In
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In 1 7 41 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine J74'-

'' the Preface^t" " Conclufion of his Lives of j^^l~^^^
Drake and Baretier,*" " A (i^c Tranflation of the

Jefts of Hierocles, with an Introdu61:ioni|" and,

I think, the following pieces :
" Debate on the

Propofal of Parliament to Cromwell, to aflurnc

the Title of King, abridged, modified, and

digeftedjf" " Tranflation of Abbe Guyon's

DifTertatlon on the Amazons ;f"
" Tranflation

of Fontenelle's Panegyrick on Dr. Morin.f"
Two notes upon this appear to me undoubtedly

his. He this year, and the two following, wrote

the Parliamentary Debates. He told me himfelf,

that he was the fole compofer of them for thole

three years only. He was not, however, preciiely

cxa6b in his ftatement, which he mentioned from

hafty recolle6lion ; for it is fufHciently evident, that

his compofltion ofthem began November 19, 1740,

and ended February 23, 1742-3.

It appears from fome of Cave's letters to Dr»

birch, that Cave had better aflifl:ance for that

branch of his Magazine, than has been generally

fijppofed ; and that he was indefatigable in getting

it made as perfedl as he could.

^- Thus, 21(1 July, 1735, " ^ trouble you with

Ihe inclofed, becaufe you faid you could eafily

corrcft what is here given for Lord C Id's

fpeech. I beg you will do fo as foon as you can

for me, becaufe the month is far advanced."

And, 15th July, 1737. ** As you remember
the debates fo far as to perceive the fpeechcs al-

-Jy printed are not cxaft, I beg the favour that

u will perufc the inclofed, and, in the bcft man-

ner
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ner your memory will fervc, corredl the miflakcn

paflages, or add any diing that is omitted. I

Ihould be very glad to have Ibmething of the Duke

ofN le's fpeech, which would be particularly

of fervice.

" A gentleman has Lord Bathurft*s fpeech to

add fomething to."

And July 3, 17445 " You will fee what ftupid,

low, abominable ftufF is put^ upon your noble and

learned friend's ^ chara6ler, fuch as 1 fliould quite

rejedlj and endeavour to do fomething better to-

wards doing juftice to the charader. But as I can-

not expedl to attain my defires in that rcfpedt, it

would be a great fatisfadion, as well as an honour

to our work, to have the favour of the genuine

fpeech. It is a m^ethod that feveral have been

pieafed to take, as I could ihow, but I think m.yfelf

under a reftraint. I fhall fay fo far, that I have

had fome by a third hand, which I underftood

well enough to come from the firft j others by

penny-poil, and others by the fpeakers them-

felves, who have been pieafed to vifit St. John's-

Gate, and fhow particular marks of their being

pieafed 9."

There is no reafon, I believe, to doubt the ve-

racity of Cave. It is, however, rem..^rkable, that

none of thefe letters are, in the years during which

Johnfon alone furnifhed the Debates, and one of

them is in the very year after he ceafed from that

labour. Johnfon told me, that as foon as he found

^ I fappofe in another compilation of the fame kind,

* Doubtlefs, Lord Hardwick.

• Biich's MSS, in theBriti(h Mufeum, 4302,

that
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that the fpceches were thought genuine, he deter-

mined that he would write no nnore of them ; for

*^ he would not be acceflary to the propagation of

falfehood." And fuch was the tendernefs of his

confcience, that a (liort time before his death he

cxprefTed his regret for his having been the authour

of fidions, which had pafied for realities.

He neverthelefs agreed with me in thinking,

that the debates which he had framed were to be

valued as Orations upon queftions of publick im-

portance. They have accordingly been colleded

in volumes, properly arranged, and recommended

to the notice of parliamentary fpeakers by a pre-

face, written by no inferiour hand \ I mud, how-

ever, obferve, that although there is in thofe De-

batc*., a wonderful (lore of political information,

and very powerful eloquence, I cannot agree that

they exhibit the manner of each particular fpeaker,

as Sir John Hawkins feems to think. But, indeed,

what opinion can we have of his judgement, and

tafte in publick fpeaking, who prefumes to give,

as the chara(fberifl:icks of two celebrated orators,

" the deep-mouthed rancour of Pulteney, and the

yelping pertinacity of Pitt S"

This year I find that his tragedy of Irene had

been for fomc time ready for the (lage, and that

his nccefTities made l;inn defirous of getting as

much as he could for it, without delay; for there

> the following letter from Mr. Cave to Dr. Birch,

in the fame volume of manufcripts in the Britifh

* I am afTurrd t>:at the ccllror is Mr. George Chalmers,

whofc commercial works arc well known and cftccmcd.

'Hawkins's Life of Johofon, p. loo.

Vol. I. K Mufcum
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1 741 • Mufeum from whence I copied thofe above quoted.

'i Y They were mofl obligingly pointed out to me by

Sir William Mufgrave, one of the Curators of that

noble repofitory.

•• Sept. 9, 1741.

"I HAVE put Mr. Johnfon's play into

Mr. Gray's^ hands, in order to fell it to him, if

he is inclined to buy it ; but I doubt whether he

will or not. He would difpofe of the copy, and

whatever advantage may be made by a6ling it.

Would your fociety"^, or any gentleman or body

of men that you know, take fuch a bargain ? Ke
and I are very unfit to deal with theatrical perfons.

Fleetv/ood was to have acted it lail feafon, but

Johnfon's diffidence or ^ prevented it."

I have already mentioned that " Irene" was not

brought into publick notice till Garrick was mana-

ger of Drury-lane theatre.

/Et at. 33. In 1 742 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine

the " Preface, -[" the " Parliamentary Debates,*"

" ElTay on the Account of the Condud of the

Duchefs of Marlborough,*" then the popular

topick of converfation. This Effay is a fhort but

mafterly performance. We find him in No. 13

of his Rambler, cenfuring a profligate fcntiment

in that " Account i" and again infilling upon it

2 A bookfeller of London.
"^ Not the Royal Society ; but the Society for the encourage-

ment of learning, of which Dr. Birch was a leading member.

Their objed was to affill authoiirs in printing expenfive w^orks.

It exifled from about 1735 to 1746, when having incurred a

eonfiderabie debt, it was diilbhed.

5 There is no erafure here, but a mere blank ; to fill up which

may be an exercife for ingenious conJG(^ure.

ftrenuoully



Dr. JOHNSON.
ftrenuoufly In converfation ^ " An Account of

the Life of Peter Burnian,*" I believe chiefly

taken from a foreign publication -, as. Indeed, he

could not himfelf know much about Burman

;

" Additions to his Life of Baretier *'' " The
Life of Sydenham,*" afterwards prefixed to Dr.

Swan's edition of his works j
" Propofals for

printing Bibliotheca Harleiana, or a Catalogue of

the Library of the Earl of Oxford.*" His account

of that celebrated colle6lion of books, in which he

difplays the importance to literature, of what the

French call a catalogue raifoHney when the fubjedls

of it are extenfive and various, and it is executed

with ability, cannot fail to imprefs all his readers

with admiration of his philological attainments.

It was afterwards prefixed to the firft volume of

the Catalogue, in which the Latin accounts of

books were written by him. He was employed

in this bufinefs by Mr. Thomas Ofborne the book-

feller, who purchafed the library for 13,0001. a

fum, which Mr. Oldys fays, in one of his manu-

fcripts, was not more than the binding of the

books had cod ; yet, as Dr. Johnfon afllired me,

the flownefs of the fale was fuch, that there was

not much gained by it. It has been confidently

related, with many eiiibcliilhments, that Johnfon

one day knocked Ofborne down in his Hiop, with

a folio, and put his foot upon his neck. The
fimple truth I had from Johnfon himfelf " Sir,

he was impertinent to mc, and 1 beat him. But

it r^'^s ''''- '^;
• • nu)p: it was in my own chamber."

* Journal of a Tour to ihc Hebrides. 3d edit. p. 167.

K 2 A very
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A very diligent obferver may trace liiin where

we fliould not cafily fuppofe him to be found. I

have no doubt that he wrote the htde abridgement

entided " Foreign Hiflory," in the Magazine for

December. To prove it, I fhnll quote the Intro-

du6lion. " As this is that feafon of the year in

which Nature may be faid to command a fufpen-

fion of hoftihties, and which feems intended, by

putting a fliort flop to violence and flaughter, to

afford time for malice to relent, and animofity to

fubfide ; we can fcarce expe6l any other accounts

than of plans, negociations and treaties, of pro-

pofals for peace, and preparations for war.'* As

alfo this pafTage : " Let thofe who defpife the

capacity of the Swifs, tell us by what wonderful

policy, or by what happy conciliation of interefls,

it is brought to pafs, that in a body made up of

different communities and different religions, there

Ihould be no civil commotions, though the people

are fo warlike, that to nominate and raife an army

is the fame."

I am obliged to Mr. Aflle for his ready per-

miffion to copy the two following letters, of which

the originals are in his poffelfion. Their contents

fliew that they were written about this time, and that

Johnfon was now engaged in preparing an hiftorical

account of thQ Britifh Parliament.

To Mr, Cave.

"Sir, [Nodate.l

" I BELIEVE I am going to write a

long letter, and have therefore taken a whole

Iheet
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flicet of paper. The firfl thing to be written about

is our hiflorical defign.

" You mentioned the propofal of printing in

numbers, as an alteration in the fcheme, but I

believe you miftook, feme way or other, my
meaning; I had no other view than that you

might rather print too many of five ilieets, than

of five and thirty.

"With regard to what I fliall fay on the man-

ner of proceeding, I would have it underftood as

wholly indifferent to me, and my opinion only,

not my refolution. Empioris fit eligere,

" I think the infertion of the exadl dates of the

moil important events in the margin, or of fo

many events as may enable the reader to regulate

the order of facts with fufficient exa6lners, the pro-

per medium between a journal, which has regard

only to time, and a hiflory, which ranges facts ac-

cording to their dependence on each other, and

poftpones or anticipates according to the conveni-

'^nce of narration. I think the work ought to par-

.:kc of the fpirit of hiftory, which is contrary to

minute exa61:nefs, and of the regularity of a jour-

nal, which is inconfiftent with fpirit. For this rea-

fon, I neither admit numbers or dates, nor rejecl

" I am of your opinion with regard to placing

mod of the refolutions, &c. in the margin, and

think we (hall give the moft complete account of

j)arliamcntary proceedings that can be contrived,

rhc naked papers, without an hiftorical trc:rtifc

inrrrwoven, require fomc other book to make them
uiiJ'.i^'^nd. I will date the fuccccding fads with

K 3 fomc
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1742- fome exadlnefs, but I think in the margin. You

Mta.t rz
^^^^ ^'^ ^" Saturday that I had received money
on this work, and found fet down i j/. 2s. 6d, reck-

oning the half guinea of lail Saturday. As you

hinted to me that you had many calls for money,

I would not prefs you too hard, and therefore fhall

defire only, as I fend it in, two guineas for a fheet

of copy ; the reft you may pay me when it may be

more convenient ; and even by this fheet-payment

I fhall, for feme time, be very expenfivc.

'^ The Life of Savage I am ready to go upon

;

and in Great Primer, and Pica notes, I reckon on

fending in half a Iheet a day j but the money for

that fhall likewife lye by in your hands till it is done.

With the debates, fhall I not have bufinefs enough?

if I had but good pens.

" Towards Mr. Savage's Life what more have

you got ? I would willingly have his trial, &c. and

know whether his defence be at Briftol , and would

have his colle6tion of poems, on account of the

preface-—The Plain Dealer,—all the magazines

that have anything of his, or relating to him.

" 1 thought my letter would be long, but it is

now ended , and I am, Sir,

'' Your's, Sec.

" Sam. Johnson."

" The boy found me writing this almoft in the

dark, when I could not quite eafily read yours.

" I have read the Italian—nothing in it is well.

" I had no notion of having any thing for the

Infcription. I hope you don't think I kept it to

extort a price. 1 could think of nothing, till to

day. If you could fpare me another guinea for

the
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the hiftory, I Ihould take it very kindly, to night; 1742.

but if you do not I fliall not think it an injury. MmT^;
I am almoft well again.'*

To Mr. Cave.

'' Sir,

" YOU did not tell me your determination

about the Soldier*s Letter^^ which I am confident

was never printed. I think it will not do by itfelf,

or in any other place, fo well as the Mag. Extra-

ordinary. If you will have it at all, I believe you

do not think I fet it high, and I will be glad if

what you give, you will give quickly.

" You need not be in care about fomething to

print, for I have got the State Trials, and fliall

cxtrad Layer, Atterbury, and Macclesfield from

them, and fliall bring them to you in a fortnight

;

after which I will try to get the South Sea

Report."

\No dateJ norJgnature.'\

I wouki cx..>> afcribe to him an '* EflTay on the

Defcription of China, from the French of Du
II aide, t'*

His writings in the Gentleman's Magazine in ^^tat. 34,

1743, are, the Prefacc,f the Parliamentary De-
bates,! ** Conftderations on the Difputc between

Croufaz and Warburton, on Pope*s Eflay on

Man,f" in which, while he defends Croufaz, he
n»f'W5 ^ri admiral n '-^ "->'r^fical acutcncfs and

• 1 have not <Uf<covercd what thb was.

K 4 temperance
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1745- temperance in controverfyi " Ad Lauram pariturann

^gJ^J^~^ Eplgramma^*" and, "A Latin Tranflation of

Pope's Verfes on his Grotto j*" and, as he could

employ his pen with equal fuccefs upon a fmall

matter as a great, I fuppofe him to be the authour

of an advertifement for Ofborn, concerning the

great Harleian Catalogue.

But I ihould think myfelf much wandng, both

to my illuftrious friend and my readers, did I not

introduce here, with more than ordinary refped,

an exquifitely beautiful Ode, which has not been

inferted in any of the colledions of Johnfon's

poetry, written by him at a very early period, as

Mr. Hedor informs me, and inferted in the Gen-

tleman's Magazine of this year.

Friendship, an Ode,*

Friendship, peculiar boon of heav'n.

The noble mind's delight and pride.

To men and angels only giv'n.

To all the lower world deny'd.

While love, unknown among the blefl.

Parent of thoufand wild defires.

The favage and the human breafi;

Torments alike with raging fires.

^ Angliacas interpulcherrima Laura puellas.

Max ziteri pondus depojltura gra<vey

Adjitf Laura, tihifacllis Luchia dolejtti^

Neve tibi naceat pnenituijje Dece,

Mr. Heftor was prefent when this Epigram was made /w-

fromptu. The iirft line was propofed by Dr. James, and Johnfon

^fis called upon by the company to fini£[i it, which he inftantly did.

With
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With bright, but oft deftruflive, gleam.

Alike o'er all his lightnings fly i

Thy lambent glories only beam

Around the fav 'rites of the Iky.

Thy gentle flows of guiltlefs joys

On fools and villains ne'er defcend;

In vain for thee the tyrant fighs.

And hugs a flatterer for a friend.

Dire<5lrcfs of the brave and jud,

O guide us through life's darkfome way

!

And let the tortures of mifl:ruft

On felfifh bofoms only prey.

Nor (hall thine ardours ceafe to glow,

When fouls to blifsful climes remove:

W^hat rais'd our virtue here below.

Shall aid our happinefs above.

Johnfon had now an opportunity of obliging his

fchoolfcllow Dr. James, ofwhom he once obfei ved,

** no man brings more mind to his profcfllon." James

publifbed this year his " iVIedicinul Di6tionary," in

three volumes folio. Johnfon, as I undcrftood from

him, had written, or afllftcd in writing, the pro-

pofals for this work ; and being very fond of the

ftudy of phyfick, in which James was his mailer,

he furnifhed fome of the articles. He, iio.vtver,

certainly wrote for it the Dedication to Dr.

Mead,! which is conceived with great addrefs,

to
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to conciliate the patronage of that very eminent

man'*.

It has been circulated, I know not with what

authenticity, that Johj^on confidered Dr. Birch

as a dull wrirer, and faid of him, " Tom Birch

is as brifk as a bee in converfation ; but no fooner

does he take a pen in his hand, than it becomes a

torpedo to him, and benumbs all his faculties.*'

That the literature of this country is much in-

debted to Birch's aftivity and diligence muft cer-

tainly be acknowledged. We have feen that

Johnfon honoured him with a Greek Epigram;

and his correfpondence with him, during many
years, proves diat he had no mean opinion of him.

Tb Dr. Birch.

« Sir, Thurfday, Sept. 29, 1743.

" I HOPE you will excufe me for troubling

you on an occafion on which I know not whom

^To Dr. M E A D.

*?SlR,
** THAT the Medicinal ViBimary is dedicated to you,

is to be imputed only to your reputation for fuperiour jQdll in

thole fciences which I ha\'e endeavoured to explain and facili-

tate : and you are, therefore, to confider this addrefs, if it be

agreeable to you, as one of the rewards of merit ; and, if other-

wife, as one of the inqonveniencies of eminence.

*' However you fnall receive it, my defign cannot be difap-

pointed ; becaufe this publick appeal to your judgement will flievv

that I do not found my hopes of approbation upon the ignorance

of my readers, and that I fear hi« ccnfure leaft, whofe knowledge

is mod extenfive, I- am. Sir,

** Your raoft obedient humble fervant,

** R. J A M E s.'*

elfe
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clfe I can apply to; I am at a lofs for the Lives 1743-

and Charaders of liarl Stanhope, the two Craggs, ^^fTT^
and the minifter Sunderland ; and beg that you

will infornn [me] where I may find them, 2nd fend

any pamphlets, &c. relating to them to Mr. Cave,

to be perilfed for a few days by, Sir,

" Your moft humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson."

His circumftances were at this time much em-
barralfed ; yet his affedion for his mother v/as fo

warm, and fo liberal, that he took upon himfelf

a debt of hers, which, though fmall in itfelf, was

then confiderable to him. This appears from the

following letter which he v/rote to Mr. Levett,

of Lichfield, the original of which lies now be-

fore me.

^0 Mr, Levett, ;;; Lichfield,

"StR' December I, 1745,

" I AM extremely forry that we have en-

croached fo much upon your forbearance with re-

fpcft to the intereft, which a gieat perplexicy of

affairs hindered me from thinking of with that

attention that I ought, and which I am not im-

diately able to remit to you, but will pay it

(I think twelve pounds,) in two monihs. 1 look

upon this, and on the future intereft of that mort-

gage, as my own debt ; and beg that you will be

pleafed to give me dire(5lions how to pay it, and

not mention it to my dear mother. If it be necef-

fary to pay this in lefs rime, I believe 1 can &> ir

;

but I take two months for certainty, and beg an

() aniwcr
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anfwer whether you can allow me fo much time.

I think myfelf very much obliged to your forbear-

ance, and fliall efleem it a great happinefs to be

able to ferve you. I have great opportunities

of difperfing any thing that you may think it pro-

per to make publick. I v/ill give a note for the

money, payable at the time mentioned, to any one

here that you fhall appoint. I am, Sir,

" Your moil obedient

" And moil humble fervant,

" Sam, Johnson,
" At Mr. Cfborne's, bookfeller, ' in Gray's Inn."

JEtat, 3-. It does not appear that he wrote any thing in

•1744 for the Gentleman's Magazine, but the Pre-

face, f His life of Baretier was now re-publifhed

in a pamphlet by itfelf. But he produced one work
this year, fully fufficient to maintain the high re-

putation which he had acquired. This was " The
Life of Richard Savage;*'* a man, of whom
it is difficult to fpeak impartially, without wonder-

ing that he was for fome time the intimate compa-
nion of Johnfon ; for his charader was marked by

profligacy, infolence, and ingratitude ^
: yet, as he

undoubtedly

9 As a fpecimen of his temper, I infert the following letter

from him to a noble Lord, to whom he was under great obliga-

tions, but who, on account of his bad conduct, was obliged to

difcard him. The original was in the hands of the late Francis

Cockayne Cuft, Eft], one of his Majefty's Counfel learned in

the Law ;

** Right Honourable Brute, and Booby.

'* I FIND you want (as Mr. is pleafed to hint,)

to fwear away my life, that is, the life of your creditor, becaufe

he



Dr. JOHNSON. 141

undoubtedly had a warm and vigorous, though 1744.

unregulated mind, had fcen life in all its varieties, ^"^^—

^

and been nnuch in the company of the flatefmen *
^'

and wits of his time, he could communicate to

Johnfon an abundant fupply of fuch materials as

his philofophical curiofity mofi: eagerly defired ;

and as Savage*s misfortunes and mifcondud had

reduced him to the lowed ftate of wretchednefs as

a writer for bread, his vifits to St. John's Gate na-

turally brought Johnfon and him together \

It

he afics you for a debt.—The publick fhall foon be acquainted

with this, to judge whether you are not fitter to be an Irifh

Evidence, than to be an Irifli Peer.—I defy and defpife you.

" I am,
** Your determined adverfar)',

" R. S."

' Sir John Hawkins gives the world to underhand, that John-

fon, ** being an admirer of genteel manners, was captivated by

the addrefs and demeanour of Savage, who, as to his exterior,

was, tea remarkable degree, accomplifhed."—Hawkins's Life,

p. ^2, But Sir John's notions of gentility mull appear fomc-

what ludicrous, from his ftaiing the following circumftancc as

prcfumptive evidence that Savage was a good fwordfman : ** That

he undcrftood the excrcife oi' a gentleman's weapon, may be

inferred from the ufe made of it in that ra{h encounter which is

Klatcd in his life." The dexterity here aHuded to was, that

Savage, in a noilurnal fit of drunkennefs, ftabbed a man at a

coffcc-houfc, and killed him ; for which he was tried at the Old-

Baily, and foimd guilty of murder.

Johnfon, indeed, dcfcrilxrs him as having ** a grave and manly

deportmciit, a folcmn dignity of mien ; but which 1 upon 1

nearer acquaintance, fofrcncd info an engaging eafincG of man-

ners." How highly Johnfon admired him lor that knowledge

ich he himfclf fo much cultivated, and what kindnefs he en-

tertained for him, appears from the following lines in the

GcnilcmAn't
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i744» It is melancholy to refle6b, that Johnfon and Sa-

TTTTT vage were fometimes in fuch extreme indigence,

that they could not pay for a lodging i fo that they

have wandered together whole nights in the (Ireets.

Yet inthefe alrnofl: incredible fcenes of diftrefs, we

may fuppofe that Savage mentioned many of the

anecdotes with which Johnfon afterwards enriched

the life >3f his unhappy companion, and thofe of

other PoetJ?.

He told Sir Jofhna Reynolds, that one night

in particular, when Savage and he walked round

St. James's-fquare for want of a lodging, they

were not at all depreffed by their fituation -, but in

high fpirits and brimful of patriotifm., traverfed

the fquare for feveral hours, inveighed againft the

miniller, and " refolved they would Jland ky their

countryJ
^

I am afraid, however, that by alTociating with

Savage, who was habituated to the difri|)ation and

iicentioufnefs of the Town, Johnfon, though his

good principles remained fleady, did not entirely

preferve that condudl, for which, in days of greater

fnnplicity, he was remarked by his friend Mr,
Hedlor ; but was imperceptibly led into fome in-

dulgencies which occafioned much diftrefs to his

virtuous mind.

tleman's Magazine for April, 1738, which I am aflured were

written by Johnfon:

Jd R I c A R D u M Savage.
** Humani Jiudium generis cut pe^oreferiiet^

** O colat hiimanum tefoveatque gc?ius»*

That
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That Johnfon was anxious that an authentick

and favourable account of his extraordinary friend

fhould firfl get pollclfion of the publick attention,

is evident from a letter which he wrote in the Gen-

deman's Magazine for Auguft of the year preced-

ing its publication.

" Mr. Urban,
"AS your colledbions fliow how often you

have owed the ornaments of your poetical pages

to the correfpondence of the unfortunate and inge-

nious Mr. Savage, I doubt not but you have fo

much regard to his memory as to encourage any

defign that may have a tendency to the prefervation

of it from infults or calumnies; and therefore, with

fome degree of afTurance, intreat you to inform the

publick, that his life will fpeedily be publiflied by

a perfon who was favoured with his confidence, and

received from himfelf an account of mod of the

tranfadions which he propofes to mention, to the

time of his retirement to Swanfca in Wales.

" From that period, to his death in the prifon

of Briflol, the account will be continued from

materials Hill Icfs liable to objeLl:ion ; his own let-

ters, and thofc of his friends, fome of which will

be infcrted in the work, and abftracls of others

fubjoined in the margin.

" It may be reafonably imagined, that others

may have the fame defign ; but as it is not credible

that they can obtain the fame materials, it muft be

cxpc(flcd they will fupply from invention tlie want

of intelligence ; and that under the title of * The
Life of Savage,' they will publifli only a novel,

filled
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1744.. filled with romantick adventures, and imaginary

^. '^ \ annours. You may therefore, perhaps, gratify

the lovers of truth and wit, by giving me leave

to inform them in your magazine, that my ac-

count will be publiflied in 8vo. by Mr. Roberts,

in Warwick-lane."

\_No Jignature,'\

In February, 1744, it accordingly came forth

from the fhop of Roberts, between whom and

Johnfon I have not traced any connection, except

the cafual one of this publication. In Johnfon's
*' Life of Savage," although it muft be allowed

that its moral is the reverfe of—" Refpicere exem-

plar vit^ morumquejuheboy' a very ufeful leiTon is

inculcated, to guard men of warm pafllons from

a too free indulgence of them ; and the various

incidents are related in fo clear and animated a

manner, and illuminated throughout with fo much
philofophy, that it is one of the mod interefling

narratives in the Engliili language. Sir Jofhua

Reynolds told me, that upon his return from Italy

he met with it in Devonfhire, knowing nothing

of its authour, and began to read it while he was

Handing v/ith his arm leaning againft a chimney-

piece. It feized his attention fo ftrongly, that,

not being able to lay down the book till he had

finifhed it, when he attempted to move, he found

his arm totally benumbed. The rapidity with

which this work was compofed, is a wonderful

circumftance, Johnfon has been heard to fay,

" 1 wrote forty-eight of tlie printed odavo pages

3 of
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of the Life of Savage at a fitting; but then I fat 1744-

up all night V^
^

;j;^
He exhibits the genius of Savage to the bed

advantage, in the fpecimens of his poetry which

he has fele6Ved, iome of which are of uncommon
merit. We, indeed, occafionally find fuch vigour

and fuch point, as might make us fuppofe that

the generous aid of Johnfon had been imparted to

his friend. Mr. Thomas Warton made this re-

mark to me ; and, in fupport of it, quoted from

the poem entitled " The Ballard," aline in which

the fancied fuperiority of one " ftamped in Na-
ture's mint with extafy," is contrafted with a regu-

lar lawful defccndant of fome great and ancient

family

:

" No tenth tranfmitter of a foolifh face."

but the fad is, that this poem was publiflied fome

years before Johnfon and Savage were acquainted.

It is remarkable, that in this biographical dif-

quifition there appears a very ftrong fymptom of

Johnfon*s prejudice againft players; a prejudice,

which may be attributed to the following caufes

:

firfl, the imperfcdion of his organs, which were

fo defedlivc that he was not fufceptible of the fine

impreflions which theatrical excellence produces

upon the generality of mankind ; fecondly, the

cold reje(5tion of his tragedy j and, laltiy, the

brilliant fuccefs of Garrick, who had been his

pupil, who had come to London at the fame time

with him, not in a much more profperous (late

* Journal of a Tour to the Hcbridci, 3d edit. p. 3^.

Vol. L L than
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1744. than himfelf, and whofe talents he undoubtedly

^J^J^"^^
rated low, compared with his own. His being

outftripped by his pupil in the race of immediate

fame, as well as of fortune, probably made him
feel fome indignation, as thinking that whatever

might be Garrick's merits in his art, the reward

was too great when connpared wdth what the mod
fuccefsful efforts of literary labour could attain.

At all periods of his life Johnfon ufed to talk con-

temptuoufly of players ; but in this work he fpeaks

of them with peculiar acrimony ; for which, per-

haps, there was formerly too much reafon from

the licentious and diflblute manners of thofe engaged

in that profefTion. It is but juftice to add, that in

our own time fuch a change has taken place, that

there is no longer room for fuch an unfavourable

diflindion.

His fchoolfellow and friend. Dr. Taylor, told

me a pleafant anecdote of Johnfon's triumphing

over his pupil David Garrick. When that great

a6lor had played fome little time at Goodman's-

fields, Johnfon and Taylor went to fee him per-

form, and afterwards pafTed the evening at a

tavern with him and old Giffard. Johnfon, who
was ever depreciating ftage-players, after cenfuring

fome miftakes in emphafis which Garrick had

committed in the courfe of that night^s afling,

faid ^^ the players. Sir, have got a kind of rant^

with which they run on, without any regard either

to accent or emphafis." Both Garrick and Giffard

were offended at this farcafm, and endeavoured to

refute it ; upon which Johnfon rejoined, " Well

now, rii give you fomething to fpeak, with which

you
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you are little acquainted, and then we fliall fee how
juft my obfervation is. That fhall be the criterion.

Let me hear you repeat the ninth Cpmmandment,
" Thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs againfl thy

neighbour.'* Both tried at it, faid -Dr. Taylor^

and both miftook the emphafis, which fhould be

upon not and falfe witnefsK Johnfon put them right,

and enjoyed his vi6lory with great glee/*

His *' Life of Savage** was no fooner publifhed,

than the following liberal praife was given to it^

in " The Champion," a periodical paper: " This

pamphlet is, without flattery to its authour, as

juft and well Written a piece as of its kind I ever

faw ; fo that at the fame time that it highly deferves,

it certainly ftands very little in need of this recom^

mendation. As to the hiftory of the unfortunate

perfon, whofe memoirs compofe this work, it is

certainly penned with equal accuracy and Ipirit^

of which I am fo much the better judge, as I

know many of the fadls mentioned to be ftriftly

true, and very fairly related. Befides, it is not

only the ftory of Mr. Savage, but innumerable

incidents relating to other perfons, and other affairs,

which renders this a very amufing, and, withal, a

very inftrudive and valuable performance. The
authour's obfervations are fhort, fignificant, and

juft, as his narrative is remarkably fmooth and

well difpofed. His refleftions open to all the

' I Aifpcft Dr. Taylor was inaccurate in this ftateiticrlt. The
cmphBrift Hiould be equally upon /halt and w/, as both concur iq

form the negative injunction; 3ind /a//e tvi/nr/s, like the other

ait d in the Decalogue, Ihould not be marked by any

Lt. -if':*, but only be dillindtly enunciated.

L 2 rcccfics
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rccefTes of the human heart; and, in a word, a

more jufl or pleafant, a miOre engaging or a

more improving treatife, on all the excellencies

and defedls of human nature, is fcarce to be

found in our own, or, perhaps, any other lan-

guage^"

Johnfon's partiality for Savage made him enter-

tain no doubt of his flory, however extraordinary

and improbable. It never occurred to him to

queftion his being the fon of the Countefs of Mac-
clesfield, of whofe unrelenting barbarity he fo

loudly complained, and the particulars of which

are related in fo Itrong and affeding a manner in

Johnfon*s life of him. Johnfon was certainly well

warranted in publifhing his narrative, however

offenfive it might be to the lady and her relations,

becaufe her alledged unnatural and cruel condud

to her fon, and fhameful avowal of guilt, were

ftated in a life of Savage now lying before me,

which came out fo early as 1727, and no attempt

had befen made to confute it, or to piinilh the au-

thour or printer as a libeller : but, for the honour

of human nature, we fhould be glad to find the

(hocking tale not true ; and, from a refpe6l:ableL

gentleman^ connected with the lady's family, I

have received fuch information and remarks, as

joined to my own inquiries, will, I think, render

* This chaiafier of the Life of Savage was not written by

Fielding" as has been fuppofed, but moft probably by Ralph, who,

as appears from the minutes of the partners of * The Champion,'

in the poffefficn of Mr. Reed of Staple Inn, fucceeded Fielding

in his fhare of the paper, before the date of that eulogium.

5 The late Francis Cockayne Cuft, Efq. one of His Majefly's

Counfel learned in the law.

it
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it at leaft fomewhat doubtful, efpecially when wc
confider that it mull have originated from the

perfon himfelf who went by the name of Richard

Savage.

If the mdximfalfum in unoy faljiim in omnibus

^

were to be received without qualification, the cre-

dit of Savage's narrative, as conveyed to us, would

be annihilated ; for it contains fome aflertions

which, beyond a queftion, are not true.

I. In order to induce a belief that Earl Rivers,

on account of a criminal connexion with whom.
Lady Macclesfield is faid to have been divorced

from her hufband, by Ad of Parliament^ had a

peculiar anxiety about the child which (lie bore to

him, it is allcdged, that his Lordfliip gave him his

own name, and had it duly recorded in the regifter

of St. Andrew's Holborn. I have carefully inlpedled

that regifter, but no fuch entry is to be found.

3. It is dated, that "Lady Macclesfield having

lived for fome time upon very uneafy terms with

her hufband, thought a publick confefTion of

adultery the mod obvious and expeditious method

of obtaining her liberty j" and Johnfun, afTuming

this to be true, ftigmatifes her with indignation, as

'' tlic wretch who had, without fcruple, proclaimed

hcrfclf an adulterefs." But I have pcrufed the

Journals of both houfes of Parliament at the period

of her divorce, and there find it authentically

afccrtaincd, that fo far from voluntarily fubmitting

to the ignominious charge of adultery, (he made
a flrenuous defence by her Counfel i tlie bill hav-

ing been firil moved I5tli January, 1697, in the

Houfc of Lordi), and proceeded on, (with various

• 1697,

L 3 applicationi
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^^j" applications for time to bring up wltnefles at a

Mut. jr. diftance, &c.) at intervals, till the 3d of March,

when it pafled. It was brought to the Comnnons,

by a melTage from the Lords, the 5 th of March,

proceeded on the 7th, loth, nth, 14th, and

15th, on v/hich day, after a full examination of

witneffes on both fides, and hearing of Counfel,

it was reported without amendments, paffed, and

carried to the Lords.

That Lady Macclesfield was convidled of the

crime of which fhe was accufed, cannot be denied;

but the queftion now is, whether the perfon calling

himfelf Richard Savage was her fon,

It has been faid, that when Earl Rivers was

dying, and anxious to provide for all his natural

children, he was informed by Lady Macclesfield

that her fon by him was dead. Whether, then,

fliall we believe that this was a pnalignant He, in^

vented by a m.other to prevent her own child from

receiving the bounty of his father, which was ac-

cordingly the confequence, if the perfon whofe life

Johnfon wrote, was her fon ; or fhall we not rather

believe that the perfon who then afTumed the name

of Richard Savage was an impoftor, being in

reality tlie fon of the Ihoe-maker, under whofe

wife's care Lady Macclesfield's child was placed

;

that after the death of the real Richard Savage, he

attempted to perfonate him, and that the fraud

l^eing known to Lady Macclesfield, he was there-

fore repulfed by her withjuft refentment.

There is a ftrong circumftance in fupport of the

Jail fuppofition, though it has been mentioned

as an aggravation of Lady Macclesfield's unnatural

fondud, and that is, her having prevented him

froni
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from obtaining the benefit of a legacy left to him
, 7^'_i

by Mrs. Lloyd his god-mother. For if there was ^^j^^, ^^,

fach a legacy left, his not being able to obtain

payment of it, muft be imputed to his confciouf-

nefs that he was not the real perfon. The juft

inference fhoiild be, that by the death of Lady

Macclesfield's child before its god-mother, the

legacy became lapfed, and therefore that Johnfon's

Richard Savage was an impoftor. If he had a

tide to the legacy, he could not have found any

difficulty in recovering it ; for had the executors

refifted his claim, the whole cofts, as well as the

legacy, muft have been paid by them, if he had

been the child to whom it was given.

The talents of Savage, and the mingled fire,

rudenefs, pride, meannefs, and ferocity of his

charadter^, concur in making it credible that he

was fit to plan and carry on an ambitious and dar-

ing fchemeof impofture, fimilar inftances of which

have not been wanting in higher fpheres, in the

hiftory of different countries, and have had a con*

fiderable degree of fuccefs.

Yet, on the other hand, to the companion of

• Johnfon's companion appears to have perfuaded that lofry*'

minded man, that he rcfcmbled him in having a nuble pride ; for

Johnfon, after painting in ftrong colours the quarrel between

Lord "^ryrconncl and Savage, affcns that " the fpirit of Mr.
Savage, indeed, never fuffcred him to folicit a reconciliation c

he relumed reproach for reproach, and infult for infult." But

the refpe^iable gentleman to whore I have alluded, has in hit

pofTcflion a letter from Savage, after Lord Tyrconnel had diC-

carded him, addrcflcd to the Reverend Mr. Gilbert, his I/)rd»

(hip's Chaplain, in which he requefts hi.n, in the humblefl own-
ncr, to rrprcfcnt his cafe to the Vifcount.

L ^ Johnfon,
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2̂^. Johnfon, (who through whatever medium he was

iEtat. ^^, conveyed into this world,—be it ever fo doubtful
*' " To whom related, or by whom begot," was,

unqueftionably, a man of no common endow-

ments,) we muft allow the weight of general re-

pute as to his Status or parentage, though illicit

;

and fuppofing him to be an impoftor, it feems

ftrange that Lord Tyrconnel, the nephew of Lady
Macclesfield, fhould patronife him, and even

admit him as a gueft in his family^. Laftly, it

muft ever appear very fufpicious, that three dif-

ferent accounts of the Life of Richard Savage,

one publifhed in "The Plain Dealer,*' in 1724,

another in 1727, and another by the powerful pen

7 Trufting to Savage's information, Johnfon reprefents this

• unhappy man's being received as a companion by Lord Tyrcon-

nel, and penfioned by his Lordfhip, as if pofteriour to Savage's

convidlion and pardon. But I am aflured, that Savage had

received the voluntary bounty of Lord Tyrconnel, and had been

difmifTed by him long before the murder was committed, and

that his Lordfhip was very inftrumental in procuring Savage's

pardon, by his intercemon with the Queen, through Lady
Hertford. If, therefore, he had been defirous of preventing the

publication by Savage, he would have left him to his fate. In-

deed I muft obferve, that although Johnfon mentions that Lord

Tyrconnel's patronage of Savage was '' upon his promife to

lay afide his defign of expofmg the cruelty of his mother,'' the

great biographer has forgotten that he himfelf has mentioned,

that Savage's ftory had been told feveral years before in " The
Plain Dealer," from which he quotes this ftrong faying of the

generous Sir Richard Steele, that ** the inhumanity of his

mother had given him a right to find every good man his father,"

At the fame time it muft be acknowledged, that Lady Maccles-

field and her relations might ftill wifh that her ftory fliould not

be brought into more confpicuous notice by the fatiricaLpcn of

Savage.

of
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of Johnfon, in 1744, and all of them while Lad/
Macclesfield was alive, fhould, not vithftanding the ^Etau 35,

fevere attacks upon her, have been fuffered to

pafs without any publick ani cffedlual contra-

didion.

I have thus endeavoured to fum up the evidence

upon the cafe, as fairly as I can ; and the refuk

feems to be, that the world mud vibrate in a flate

of uncertainty as to what was the truth

.

This digrefiion, I truft, will not be cenfured, as

it relates to a matter exceedingly curious, and

very intimately connected with Johnfon, both as a

man and an authour^.

He this year wrote the " Preface to the Har-

leian Mifcellany.*" The feledlion of the pam-
phlets of which it was compofed was made by

Mr. Oldys, a man of eager curiofity and indefa-

tigable diligence, who firft exerted that fpirit of

inquiry into the literature of the old Englifh wri-

ters, by which the works of our great dramatick

poet have of late been fo fignally illuflrated.

* Mifs Mafon, after having forfeited the title of Lady Mac-
clesfield by divorce, was married to Colonel Brett, and, it is

faid, was well known in all the polite circles, Colley Gibber,

I am informed, had fo high an opinion of her tafte and judge-

ment as to genteel life and manners, that he fubmitted every

fccne of his ** Carclefs Hulhand," to Mrs, Brett's revifal and

corrcdion. Colonel Brett was reported to be too free in his

gallantry with his Lady's maid. Mrs, Brett came into a room

one day in her own houfc, and found the Colonel and her maid

both fad afleep in two chairs. She tied a white handkerchief

round her hulhand's neck, which was a fufTicicnt proof that (he

had difcovcrcd his intrigue ; but (he never at any time took

notice of it to him. This incident, as I am told, gave occa-

fipn to the well-wrought fccnc of Sir Charles and Lady Eafy

and Olging.

In
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1745. In 1745 he publiflied a pamphlet entitled

*r '""^^ " Mifcellaneous Obfervations on the Tragedy of

^ Macbeth, with Remarks on Sir T. H's (Sir Tho-

mas Hanmer^s) Edition of Shakfpeare.*" To
which he affixed, propofals for a new edition of

that poet.

As we do not trace any thing elfe publifhed by

him during the courfe of this year, we may con-

jedure that he was occupied entirely with that work.

But the little encouragement which was given by

the publick to his anonymous propofals for the

execution of a tafk which Warburton was known
to have undertaken, probably damped his ardour.

His pamphlet, however, was highly efteemed,

and was fortunate enough to obtain the approbation

even of the fupercilious Warburton himfelf, who,

in the Preface to his Shakfpeare publifhed two

years afterwards, thus mentioned it : " As to all

thofe things which have been publifhed under the

titles of EJfaySy Remarks^ Obfervationsy &c. on

Shakfpeare, if you except fome critical notes on

Macbeth, given as a fpecimen of a projedled edi-

tion, and written, as appears, by a man of parts

and genius, the reft are abfolutely below a ferious

notice."

Of this flattering diftin6tion fhewn to him by

Warburton, a very grateful remembrance was

ever entertained by Johnfon, who faid, " He
praifed me at a time when praife was of value

to me.'*

iitat. i-]. In 1746 it is probable that he was flill employed

upon his Shakfpeare, which perhaps he laid afide

for a time, upon account of the high expectations

which
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which were formed of Warburton's edition of

that great poet. It is fomewhat curious, that his

literary career appears to have been almoft totally

fulpended in the years 1745 and 1746, thofe years

which were marked by a civil war in Great-Britain,

when a rafh attempt was made to reftore the

Houfe of Stuart to the throne. That he had a

tendernefs for that unfortunate Houfe, is well

known; and fome may fancifully imagine, that

a fympathetick anxiety impeded the exertion of his

intellectual powers : but I am inclined to think,

that he was, during this time, fketching the out-

lines of his great philological work.

None of his letters during thofe years are extant,

fo far as I can difcover. This is much to be re-

gretted. It might afford fome entertainment to

fee how he then exprelfed himfelf to his private

friends, concerning State affairs. Dr. Adams in-

forms me, that " at this time a favourite objedl

which he had in contempladon was * The Life of

Alfred/ in which, from the warmth with which

he fpoke about it, he would, I believe, had he

been mailer of his own will, have engaged him-

felf, rather than on any other fubje61:."

In 1747 it is fuppofed that the Gentleman's jei^^^^ ,g

Magazine for May was enriched by him with five

fhort poetical pieces, diftinguiflied by three afte-

rifks. The firft is a trandation, or rather a para-

phrafe, of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas
Hanmer. Whether the Latin was his, or not,

I have never heard, though 1 fliould think it pro-

bably was, if it be certain that he wrote the Englifh

;

as to which my only caufc of doubt is, that his

2 flighting
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»747« flighting charader of Hanmer as an editor, in his

Muu 38.
" Oblervations on Macbeth/* is very different

from that in the Epitaph. It may be faid, that

there is the fame contrariety between the charadter

in the Obfervations, and that in his own Preface

to Shakfpeares but a coniiderable time elapfed

between the one publication and the other, whereas

the Obfervations and the Epitaph came clofe

together. The others are, "To Mifs , on

her giving the Authour.a gold and filk net-work

Purfe ofher own weaving /' " Stella in Mourning/'

"The Winter^s Walk j" " An Ode/* and, ** To
Lyce, an elderly Lady/* I am not pofitive that

all thele were his productions; but as ** The Win-
ter's Walk,** has never been controverted to be

his, and all of them have the fam^e mark, it is

reafonable to conclude that they are all written by

the fame hand. Yet to the Ode, in which we
find a paffage very charaderiilick of him, being a

learned defcription of the gout,

^' Unhappy, whom to beds of pain

" Arthritick tyranny configns/'

there is the following note : " The authour being ill

of the gout:** but Johnfon was not attacked with

that diflemper till at a very late period of his life.

May not this, however, be a poetical fidlion ?

Why may not a poet fuppofe himfelf to have the

gout, as well as fuppofe himfelf to be in love,

of which we have innumerable inftances, and

which has been admirably ridiculed by Johnfon

in his " Life of Cowley ?'* I have alfo fome diffi-

culty to believe that he could produce fuch a group

of
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of conceits as appear in the vd^-fes to Lyce, in >747*

which he claims for this ancient perfonage as good ^.^.^ -3^

a right to be afllmilated to heaven^ as nymphs
whom other poets have flattered; he therefore

ironically afcribes to htr the attributes of they^j,

in fuch flanzas as this

:

*^ Her teeth the yiight with darknefs dies,

" ^\i€^Jlarrd with pimples o*er;

** Her tongue like nimble lightning plies,

" And can with thunder roar."

But as at a very advanced age he could condefcend

to trifle in namhy--pamby rhymes to pleafe Mrs,

Thrale and her daughter, he may have, in his

earlier years, compofcd fuch a piece as this.

It is remarkable, that in this firft edition of
'' The Winter's Walk,*' the concluding line is

much more Johnfonian than it was afterward^

printed} for in fubfequent editions after, praying

Stella to " fnatch him to her arms," he fays,

" hndijhicld me from the ills of life."

Whereas in the firft edition it is

" And hide me from theJight of life."

A horrour at life in general is more confonant with

Johnfon's habitual gloomy call of thought.

I have heard him repeat with great energy the,

following vcrfcs, which appeared in the Gentlc-

inan's Magazine for April this year ; but I have

no authority to fay tlicy were his own. Indeed

one
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1747. one of the beft criticks of our age fuggefts to me,

*-—
>f—H> that ^* the word indifferently being ufed in the fenfe

^^^y 38» of zvithout conceruy' renders it improbable that

they fliould have been his compofition, and being

alfo very unpoetical.

"0« Lord Lo vat's Execution*

*^ Pity'd by gentle minds Kilmarnock died

;

" The^r^i;^, Balmerino, wer^ on thy fide

;

** Radcliffe, unhappy in his crimes of youth,

" Steady in what he ftill miflook for truth,

*^ Beheld his death fo decently unmov'd,
" Tht/oft lamented, and the brave approved.

*^ But LovAT*s fate indifFerendy w^e view,

*^ True to no King, to no religion true

:

*^ 'No fair forgets the ruin he has done

;

*^ No ^/5>/7^ laments the tyrant of his/on;

*^ No tory pities, thinking what he was

;

** No whig companions, for he left the caufe ;

** The brave regret not, for he was not brave

;

« The honefi; mourn not, knowing him aknave^I"

3 Thefe verfes are fomewhat too fevere on the extraordinary

pcrfon who is the chief figure in them, for he was undoubtedly

brave. His pleafantry during his folemn trial (in which, by

the way, I have heard Mr, David Hume obferve, that we have

one of the very few fpeeches of Mr. Murray, now Earl of Mans-

field, authentically given) was very remarkable. When alked if

he had any queftions to put to Sir Everard Fawkener, who wa«

one of the ftrongeft witnefles againft him, he anfwered, " I

only wifh him joy of his young wife." And after fentence of

death in the horrible terms in cafes of treafon was pronounced

upon him, and he was retiring from the bar, he faid, " Fare

you well, my Lords, we fliall not all meet again in one place."

He behaved with perfed compofure at his execution, and called

out ^* Dulce et decorum eji^ro patri$ mm**
This
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This year his old pupil and friend, David Gar- * 747-

rick, having become joint patentee and manager ^tat' 38.

of Drury-lane theatre, Jchnfon honoured his open-

ing of it with a Prologue,* which for juil and

manly dramatick criticifm, on the whole range of

the Englifii ftage, as well as for poetical excellence ^,

is uniivalled. Like the celebrated Epilogue to

the " Diftrefled Mother,*' it was, during the fea-

fon, often called for by the audience. The moil

ftriking and brilliant palTagcs of it have been fo

often repeated, and are fo well recolleded by all

the lovers of the drama and of poetry, that ic

would be fuperfluous to point them out. In the

Gcndeman's Magazine for December this year,

he inferted an " Ode on Winter," which is, I

think, an admirable fpecimen of his genius for

lyrick poetry.

But the year 1747 is didinguiflied as the epoch,

when Johnfon's arduous and important work, his

Dictionary of the English Language, was

announced to the world, by the publication of its

Plan or Profpe^us.

How long this immenfe undertaking had been

the objeft of his contemplation, 1 do not know.

• My friend, Mr. Courtcnay, whofc eulogy on Johnfon's Latin

Poetry has been inferted in this Work, is no lefs happy in prailing

his Englilh poetr}' :

But hark, he fmgs ! the firain cv'n Pope admires

;

Indignant virtue her own bard infpires.

Sublime as Juvenal he pours his lays.

And with the Roman fharcs congenial praife:—

In glowing numbers now he fires the age.

And Sbakrpcare's fun relumes the clouded llagc,

I once
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I once aflced him by what means he had attained

^^^~Tg^ to that aftonifhing knowledge of our language, by
which he was enabled to realife a defign of fuch

extent, and accumulated difficulty. He told me,
that " it was not the efFed of particular ftudy j

but that it had grown up in his mind infenfibly.*'

I have been informed by Mr. James Dodfley, that

feveral years before this period, when Johnfon

was one day fitting in his brother Robert's fliop,

he heard his brother fuggeft to him, that a Dic-

tionary of the Englifh Language would be a work
that would be well received by the publick ; that

Johnfon feemed at firft to catch at the proportion,

but, after a paufe, faid, in his abrupt decifive

manner, " I believe I Ihall not undertake it."

That he, however, had bellowed much thought

upo|^the fubjed, before he publilhed his ** Plan,'*

is evident from the enlarged, clear, and accurate

views which it exhibits ; and we find him mention-

ing in that trad, that many of the writers whofe

teflimonies were to be produced as authorities,

were feleded by Pope, which proves that he had

been furnifhed, probably by Mr. Robert Dodfley,

with whatever hints that eminent poet had contri-

buted towards a great literary projed, that had

been the fubjed of important confideration in a

foriner reien.

The bookfellers who contraded with Johnfon,

fingle and unaided, for the execution of a work,

which in other countries has not been effeded but

by the co-operating exertions of many, were Mr.
Robert Dodfley, Mr. Charles Hitch, Mr. Andrew
Millar, the two MeiTieurs Longman, and the two

6 MefReurs
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Mcflieurs Knapton. The price ftipulated was ^^74^-^

fifteen hundred and feventy-five pounds. ^tat, 3^^

The '' Plan" was addrelTed to Philip Dor^ier,

Earl of Cheflerfield, then one of his Majelly's

Principal Secretaries of State, a nobleman who

was very ambitious of literary diftindtion, and

who, upon being informed of the defign, had ex-

prefTed himfelf in terms very favourable to its fuc-

ccfs. There is, perhaps, in every thing of any

confequence, a fecret hiftory which it would be

amufing to know, could we have it authentically

communicated. Jotnfon told me', " Sir, the

way in which the Plan of my Didionary came to

be infcribed to Lord Cheflerfield, was this : I had

ncgle6led to write it by the time appointed.

Dodfley fuggefted a defire to have it addrefTed to

Lord Chefterfield. I laid hold of this as a pre-

text for delay, that it might be better done, and

let Dodfley have his defire. 1 faid to my friend.

Dr. Bathurft, * Now if any good comes of my
ad.dreffing tq Lord Chefterfield, it will be afcribed

to deep P9licy, when, in fadl, it was only a

cafual excufe for lazinefs."

It is worthy of obfervation, that the " Plan"

has not only the fubftantial merit of comprchen-

fion, perfpicuity, and precifion, but diat the lan^

guage of it is uncxceptionably excellent, it being

altogether frQC from that inflation of ftyle, and

thole uncommon but apt and energetick words,

which in fome of his writings have been cenfured

* Scprrmbcr 12, 1777, going from Alhbournc in Dcrbylhire,

to fee Iflam.

Vol. L M with
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wich more petulance than jiiftice ; and never was
there a more dignified drain of compliment, than

that in which he courts the attention of one who,
he had been perfuaded to believe would be a re-

fpedable patron.

" With regard to queftions of purity or pro-

priety, (fays he) I " was once in doubt whether I

Ihould not attribute to myfclf too much in at-

tempting to decide them, and.whether my province
was to extend beyond the propofition of the quef-

tion, and the difplay of the fuffrages on each fidej

but I have been fince determined by your Lord-
fhip's opinion, to interpofe my own judgement,

and fhall tnerefore endeavour to fupport what
appears to me moft conformant to grammar and
reafon. Aufonius thought that modefty forbadi

him to plead inability for a tafk to which CsefaF

bad judged him equa}

:

Cur me poje negem pjfe qiiod ilk pitat ?

And I may hope, my Lord, that fince you, whofe
authority in our language is fo generally acknow-
ledged, have commiffioned me to declare my own
opinion, 'I fhall be confidered as exercifing a kind
of vicarious jurifdidlion, and that the power which
might have been denied to^my own claim, will

be readily allowed me as the delegate of your

Lordlhip."

This paflage proves, that Johnfon's addrefTing'

his " Plan" to Lord Chefterfield was not merely

in confequence of the refult of a report by meani
of Dodfley, that the Earl favoured the defign j
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but that there had been a particular communi-

cation with his Lordfhip concerning it. Dr. Tay-

lor told me, that Johnfon fent his " Plan" to him

in manufcript, for his perufal; and that when it

was lying upon his table, Mr. William Whitehead

happened to pay him a vifit, and being fhewn it,

was highly pleafed with fuch parts of it as he had

time to read, and begged to take it home with

him, which he was allowed to do ; diat frona him

it got into the hands of a noble Lord, who
carried it to Lord Cheflerfield. When Taylor

obferved this might be an advantage, Johnfon

replied, " No, Sir; it would have come out with

more bloom, if it had not been ken before by

any body."

The opinion conceived of it by another noble

authour, appears from the following cxtradl of a

letter from the Earl of Orrery to Dr. Birch:

" Caledon, Dec. 30, 1747.*

"I HAVEJuft now feen the fpecimen of

Mr. Johnfon's Dictionary, addrefled to Lord

Cheflerfield. I am much pleafed with the plan,

and I think the fpecimen is one of the beft that

I have ever read. Moll fpccimens difguft, rather

than prejudice us in favour of the work to follow;

but the language of Mr. Johnfon*s is good, and

the arguments are properly and modeflly exprefled.

However, fome expreflions may be cavilled ar,

but they arc trifles. Til mention one. The Iforren

Laurel. The laurel is not barren, in any knk
whatever ; it bears fruits and flowers. Sed htcjunt

M 2 nuiit
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n((g£y and I have great expedations from the pef-

formance*."

That he was fully aware of the arduous naturci

of the undertaking, he acknowledges ; nnd fhews

himfelf perfectly fenfible of it in the conclufion of

his " Plan;" but he had a noble confcioufnefs of

his Own abilities, which enabled him to go on with

tindauntcd fpirit.

Pr. Adams found him one day bufy at his Dic-
tionary, when the following dialogue enfued
^"^ Adams. This is a great work. Sir. How are

you to get all the etymologies ? Johnson, Why,
Sir, h-ere i-s a fhelf with Junius, and Skinner, and

others ; and there is a Welch gentleman who has

piibliflied a colle6tion of Welch proverbs, who
will help me with the Welch. Adams. But, Sir,

how can you do this in three years ? Johnson,

Sir, I have no doubt that I can do it in three years.

Adams. But the French Academy, which confifts

of forty members, took forty years to compile

their Didionary. Johnson. Sir, thus it is.

This is the proportion. Let me fee ; forty timesr.

forty is fixteen hundred. As three to fixteen hun-

dred, ib is the proportion of an Englifliman to a

Frenchman." With fo much eafe and pleafantry

eould he talk of that prodigious labour which he

had undertaken to execute.

The publick has had, from another pen % a long

detail of what had been done in this country by

prior Lexicographers ; and no doubt Johnfon was

wife to avail himfelf of them, fo far as they wcnCi

* Birch. MSS. Brit. Muf. 4305.
5 See Sir John Hawkins's Life of Johnfon,

but
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cIk learned, yet judicious refearch of etymo-

7, the various, yet accurate difplay of defini-

n, and the rich colle6lion of authorities, wer;e

rved for the fuperior mind of our great philo-

-jift. For the mechanical part, he employed,

as he told me, fix amanuenfes ; and let it be re-

membered by the natives of North-Britain, ta

whom he is fuppofed to have been fo hoftile, that

five of them were of that country. There were

two MefTieurs Macbean ; Mr. Shiels, the writer of
-' ' Lives of the Poets to which the name of Cib-

Lcr is affixed ; Mr. Stewart, ion of Mr. George

Stewart, bookfellcr at Htiin^Durgh j and a Mr.

Maitland. The fixth of tbefe humble affiftants

was Mr. Peyton, who, I believe, taught French,

3nd publifhed fome elementary tra6ts.

fo all thefe painful labourers, Johnfon fhew^d

cver-ceafing kindnefs, f© far as they flood in

i of iL The elder Mr. Macbean had after-

v,..rdsthe honour of being Librarian to Archibald,

Duke of Argylc, for many years, but was left

without a (hilling. Johnfon wrote for him a Pre-

face to, *' A Syftem of ancient Geography/' and,

by the favour of Lord Thurlow, got him admit-

ted a poor brother of the ChartcrKoufe,. For

Shiels, who died of a confumption, lie had mucli

tcndernels i and it has been thought that fome

choice fcntcnces in the Lives of the Poets were

/upplied by liim. Peyton, when reduced to penury,

' frcqwcnt aid from the bounty of Johnfon,

,. M J at lad was :v 'I;'- -^''^^-^r^ /)f burying both him
and his wife.

M 3 While
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While the Didiiionary was going forward, John-

fon lived part of the time in Holborn, part in

Goiigh-fquare, Fleet-ftreet ; and he had an upper

room fitted up like a counting-houfe for the pur-

pofe, in which he gave to the copyifts their feveral

taflcs. The words, partly taken from other

di6bionaries, and partly fupplied by himfelf, hav-

ing been firft written down with fpaces left between

them, he delivered in writing their etymologies,

definitions, and various fignifications. The au-

thorities were copied from the books them leives,

in which he had marked the pafTages with a black-

kad pencil, the traces of which could eafily be

effaced. I have feen feveral of them, in which

that trouble had not been taken ; fo that they

were juft as when ufed by the copyifts. It is re-

markable, that he was fo attentive in the choice

of the paflages in which words were authorifed,

that one may read page after page of his Didlionary

with improvement and pleafure; and it fhould not

pafs unobferved, that he has quoted no authour

whofe writings had a tendency to hurt found reli-

gion and morality.

The neceflary expence of preparing a work of

fuch magnitude for the prefs, muft have been a

confiderable deduction from the price ftipulated to

be paid for the copy-right. I underftand that no-

thing was allowed by the bookfellers on that ac-

count; and I remember his telling me, that a

large portion of it having, by miftake, been writ-

ten upon both fides of the paper, fo as to be in-

convenient for the compofitor, it coft hirii twenty

pounds to have it tranfcribed upon one fide only.

6 He
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He is now to be confidered as " tugging at his 1748.

oar," as engaged in a fteady continued courfc of '£^^
occupation, fufficient to enr^ploy all his time for

fome years, and which was the befl preventive of

that conftitutional melancholy which was ever

lurking about him, ready to trouble his quiet. But

his enlarged and lively mind could not be fatisfkd

without more diverfity of employment, and the

pleafure of animated relaxation. He therefore not

only exerted his talents in occafional compofition

very different from Lexicography, but formed a

club in Ivy-lane, Paternoller-row, with a view to

enjoy literary difcuffion, and amufe his evening

hours. The members aflbciated with him in this

little focicty were his beloved friend Dr. Richard

Bathurfl:, Mr. Hawkefworth, afterwards well

known by his writings, Mr. John Hawkins, an

attorney*, and a few others of different profeffions.

In the Gentleman's Magazine for May of this

year he wrote a " Life of Rofcommon,*'* with

NoteS) which he afterwards much improved, in-

dented the notes into text, and inferted it amongd

his Lives of the Englifh Poets.

Mr. Dodfley this year brought out his Pre-

ceptor, one of the mofl valuable books for the

improvement of young minds that has appeared in

* He was afterwards for fcveral years Chairman of the Mid-

dltfcx Jufticcs, and upon occafion of prefcnting an addrcfs to

tlic King, accepted the ufual ofTri of Knighthood, He is au.

thour of " A Hiftory of Mufick, " in five vohimes in quarto.

By a(ndaout attendance upon Johnfon in his lad iilncfs, lie ob.

taincd the office of one of his executors; in confequcncc of which,
". of I xmdon employed him to publiHi an edition of

. . woiki, and to write his Life.

M 4 any
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any language ; and to this nncxitorious work John-
fon furnifhcd " The Preface,*" containing a

general iketch of the book, with a fhort and per-

fpicuous recommendation of each article j as alfo,

" The Vifion of Theodore the Hermit, found in

his Cell,*" a mod beautiful allegory of human
life, under the figure of afcending the mountain of

Exiftence. The Bifhop of Dromore heard Dr.

Johnfon fay, that he thought this was the bell

thing he ever wrote.

JEnt. 40. In January, 1749, he publifhed " The Vanity
OF Human Wishes, being the Tenth Satire of

Juvenal imitated." He, I believe, compofed it

the preceding year^. Mrs. Johnfon, for the fake

of country air, had lodgings at Hampftead, to

which he reforted occafionally, and there the

greatefl part, if not the whole, of this Imitation

was written. The fervid rapidity with which it

was produced, is fcarcely credible. I have heard

him fay, that he compofed feventy lines of it in

one day, without putting one of them upon

paper till they were finiibed. I remember

when I once regretted to him that he had not

given us more of Juvenal's Satires, he faid

he probably fhould give more, for. he had

them all in his head j by which I underftood, that

he had the originals and correfpondent allufions

'^ Sir John Hawkins, with folemn inaccuracy, reprefents

this poem as a confequence of the indifferent reception of his

tragedy. But the fadl is, that the poem was publifhed on the 9th

of Jaiiuary, and the tragedy was not adled till the 6th of the

February following.

floating
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floating in his mind, which he could, when he 1749-

pleafed, embody and render permanent without ^^^^^pT^

much labour. Some of them, however, he ob-

ferved were too grofs for imitation.

The profits of a fingle poem, however excellent,

appear to have been very fmall in the laft reign,

compared with what a publication of the fame fize

has fince been known to yield. I have mentioned,

upon Johnfon*s own authority, that for his London
he had only ten guineas ; and now, after his fame

was eftablifhed, he got for his " Vanity of Hu-
man wifhes*' but ^ve guineas more, as is proved

by an authentick document in my poflefTion ^

It will be obfcrved, that he referves to himfelF

the right of printing one edition of this fatire,

which was his pradlice upon occafion of the fale of

all his writings; it being his fixed intention to pub-

lilh at fome period, for his own profit, a complete

colle^ion of his works.

His " Vanity of human Wifhes" has lefs of

Common life, but more of a philofophick dignity

than his ** London." More readers, therefore,

will be delighted with the pointed fpirit of " Lon-
don," than with the profound reflexion of " The
V^anity of human Wifhes.'* Garrick, for inftance,

obfervcd in his fprightly manner, with more viva-

city than regard to juft difcrimination, as is ufual

"Nov. 2 J, 1748. I rtccivcd of Mr. Dodflcy fifteen gu:-

nca^, for which I aflign to him the ri^ht of copy of an iniication

of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, written by me; referving fo

inyfclf tlic right of printing one edition. Sam. Johnson.*'
•* I^ndon, 29 June, 1386. A iruc copy, from the original

in Dr. Johnfon'k hand- writing. JA». DoDittY."

with
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1749- with wits, "When Johnfon lived much with the

Mtzt, 40.
^^^^cys> and faw a good deal of what was pafTing

in life, he wrote his * London/ which is lively

and eafy. When he became more retired, he gave

us his ' Vanity of human Wiilies,' which is as

hard as Greek. Had he gone on to imitate

another fatire, it would have been as hard as

Hebrew'^." .

But " The Vanity of human Wifl^es'' is, in

the opinion of the beft judges, as high an effort

of ethick poetry as any language can fhew. The
inftances of variety of difappointment are chofen

fo judicioufly^ and painted fo ftrongly, that, the

moment they are read, they bring convidlion to

every thinking mind. That of the fcholar muft

have deprefled the too fanguine expedlations of

many an ambitious ftudent'* That of the war-

rior,

^ From Mr. Laiigton.

' In this poem one of the inftances mentioned of unfortunate

karned' men is Lydiat

:

** Hear Lydiat's life, and Galileo's end.'*

The hiftory of Lydiat being little known, the following account

of him. may be acceptable to many of my readers. It appeared

as a note in the Supplement to the Gentleman's Magazine for

J 748, in which fome palTages extraded from Johnfon's poem
were inferted, and it fliould have been added in the fubfequent

editions.—" A very learned divine and mathematician, fellow

of New College, Oxon, and Reftor of Okerton, near Banbury.

He wrote, among many others, a Latin treatife * De 7iatura

cceliy ^c, in which he attacked the fentiments of Scaliger and

9 Ariftotle, not bearing to hear it urged, that fame things are true

in ph'dofophy andfalfe in di'vinity. He made above 600 Sermons

on the harmony of the Evangelifts. Being unfuccefsful in pub-

liihing his works, he lay in the prifon of Bocardo ai Oxford,

and in the King's Bench, till Bifhop Ufher, Dr. Laud, Sir

William Bofv, ell, and Dr. Pink, releafed him by paying his

debts.
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rior, Charles of Sweden, is, I think, as highly '749-

finifhed a picture as can poflibly be conceived.
'jEutTl^.

Were all the other excellencies of this poem
annihilated, it muft ever have our grateful reverence

from its noble conclufion; in which we are

confoled with the afllirance that happinefs may be

attained, if wc *' apply our hearts" to piety:

«' Where then fhall hope and fear their objects find ?

" Shall dull fufpenfe corrupt the llagnant mind ?

*' Muft helplefs man, in ignorance fed ate,

** Roll darkling down the torrent of his fat^ ?

<' Shall no diflike alarm, no wilhes riie,

" No cries attempt the mercy of the fkies ?

" Enthufiaft, ccale; petitions yet remain,

" Which heav'n may hear, nor deem religion vain,

" Still raife for good the iupplicating voice,

" But leave to heaven the rneafure and the choice.

" Safe in his hand, wliofe eye difcerns afar

'* The fccret ambufh of a Ipecious pray'r

;

<* Implore his aid, in his decifions reft,

*' Secure whate'er he gives he gives the beft.

** Yet when the fenfe of facred prefcnce fires,

.

" And ftrong devotion to the fkies afpires,

" Pour forth thy fervours for a healthful mind,
" Obedient paflions, and a will refign'd -,

*' For love, which fcarce colledlive man can fill,

" For patience fovereign o'er tranfmuted ill j

debts. He petitioned King Charles I. to be fcnt into Ethiopia,

Ac. to procure MSS. Having fpokcn in favour of monarchy

and biftiQps, he was plundered by the parliament forces, and

twice carried away prifoner from his rcftory ; and afterward*

had not a (hirt to fhift him in three months, without he bor-

rowed it, and died very poor in 1646."

I-or
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1749. " For faith, which panting for a happier feat,

l^t^tr+oT*
'' Counts death kind Naturals fignal for retreat.

** Theie goods for man the laws of heaven ordain,

" Thefe goodi he grants, who grants the power ta

gain;

" With thefe celeftial wifdom cahi>s the. mind,
*' And makes the happinefs flie does not find."

Garrick being now vefled with theatrical power

by being manager of Drury-lane theatre, he

kindly and generoufly made ufe of it to bring out

Johnfon's tragedy, which had been long kept

back for want of encouragement. But in this

benevolent purpofe he met with no fmall diffi-

culty from the temper of Johnfon, which could

not brook that a dr«;ma which he had formed

with much iludy, and had been obliged to keep

more than the nine years of Horace, ihouki be re-

vifed and altered at the pleafure of an acftor, Yet

Garrick knew well,, that without fome alterations

it would not be fit for the flage. A violent difpute

having enfiied between them, Garrick applied to

the Reverend Dr. Taylor to interpofe. Johnfon

was at firft very obftinate. " Sir, (faid he) the

fellow wants me to make Mahomet run mad, that

he may have an opportunity of toffing his hands

SLni kicking his heels*/* He was, however, at

tail, with difficulty, prevailed on to comply with

Garrick's wifhes, fo as to allow of fome changes i

but (till there were not enough,

* Mahomet was, in £aft, played by Mr. Barry, and Demetrius

fey Mr» Garrick ; but probably at this lime the parts were not

yet call*

Dr.
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Dr. Adams was prefent the firft night of the re-
^
'^^'^

prcfentation of Irene, and gave me the following ^a^ 40.

account: " Before the curtain drew up, there were

catcalls whiftling, which alarmed Johnfon^s friends.

Tiie Prologue, which was written by himfclf in a

manly drain, foothed the audience % and the play

went off tolerably, till it came to the conclufion,

when Mrs. Pritchard, the heroine of the piece>

was to be ftrangled upon the ft"age, and was to

fpeak two lines with the bow-firing round her neck.

The audience cried out " Murder^ murder'^ She

feveral tiii^es attempted to fpeak ; but in vair.

At lafl fhe was obliged lo go off the flage alive.**

This paffage was afterwards ftruck out, and fhe

was carried off to be put to death behind the fcenes,

as the play now has it. The Epilogue, as John-

fon informed me, was written by Sir William

Yonge. I know not how his play came to be thus

* The cxpreflion ufed by Dr. Adams was ** foothed." I

Should laiher think, the audience was anjoed by the extraordinary

fpiril and dignity of ihe following lines;

" Be this at lead his praifc, be this his pride,

«* To force applanfeno modern arts are tried ;

** Should partial catcalls all his hopes confound,

•• He bids no trumpet quell the fatal found

;

** Should welcome fiecp relieve the weary wif,

«• "He rolls no thunders o'er ihe drowfy pit

;

•• No fnar«s to caprivatc the judgement fprcads,

*• Nor bribci your eyes to prejudice your heads.

•• Unmov'd, rhoftgh witlings fnecr and rivals rail,

'* Studious to plcafe, yet not nHiamed to fail,

** He fcorns the meek addrcfs, the fupplianl ftrain,

** With merit nccdicfs, and without it vain
;

'• In Rcafon, Nature, Truth, he dares lo truft ;

• Ye fops be filcnt, and yc wits be juft I*

graced
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graced by the pen of a perfon then fo eminent in

the political world.

Notwithftanding all the fupport of fuch per-

formers as Garrick, Barry, Mrs. Gibber, Mrs.

Pritchard, and every advantage of drefs and deco-

ration, the tragedy of Irene did not pleafe the pub-

lick. Mr. Garrick's zeal carried it through for

nine nights, fo that the authour had his three nights'

profits; and from a receipt figned by him, now
in the hands of Mr. James Dodfley, it appears that

his friend Mr. Robert Dodfley, gave him one hun-

dred pounds for the copy, with his ufual referva-

tion of the right of one edition.

Irene, confidered as a poem, is indtled jo the

praife of fiipcriour excellence. Analyfed into parts,

it will furnifh a rich ilore of noble fentiments, fine

imagery, and beautiful language ; but it is defi-

cient in pathos, in that delicate power of touching

the human feelings, which is the principal end of

the drama ^ Indeed Garrick has complained to

me, that Johnfon not only had not the faculty of

producing the impreflions of tragedy, but that he

had not the fenfibility to perceive them. His

great friend Mr. Walmfley's predi(S:ion, that he

would " turn out a fine tragedy-writer," was,

therefore, ill-founded. Johnfon was wife enough to

be convinced that he had not the talents neceffary

to write fuccefsfully for the ftage, and never made
another attempt in that fpecies of compofition.

2 Aaron Hill (Vol. II. p. 355.) i" ^ letter to Mr. Mallet^

gives the following account of Irene after having feen it : "I
was at the anomalous Mr. Johnfon's benefit, and found the Play

his proper reprefentative ; llrong fenfe ungraded by fweetnefs or

decorum."

Whea
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When afked how he felt upon the ill fuccefs of ^^^^' ,

his tragedy, he replied, " Like the Monument;" j^sn, 40-

meaning that he continued firm and unmoved as

tfiat column. And let it be remembered, as an

admonition to the ge?ms irr'itabile of dramatiek

writers, that this great man, inllead of peevifhly

complaining of the bad tafte of the town, fub-

mitted to its decifion without a murmur. He
had, indeed, upon all occafions, a great deference

for the general opinion: " A man (faid he) who
writes a book, thinks himfelf wifer or wittier than

the reft of mankind i he fuppofes that he can in-

ftruct or amufe them, and the publick to whom
he appeals, muft, after all, be the judges of his

pretenfions/*

On occafion of his play being brought upon the-

ftage, Johnfon had a fancy that as a dramatiek au-

thour his drcfs Ihould be more gay than what he

ordinarily wore j he therefore appeared behind the

fcenes, and even in one of the fide boxes, in a

fcarlet waiftcoat, with rich gold lace. His neccf-

fuy attendance while his play was in rehearfal, and

during its performance, brought him acquainted

with many of the performers of both fexes, which

produced a more favourable opinion of their pro-

fefTion than he had hardily exprefTed in his Life of

Savage. With fome of them he kept up an ac-

quaintance as long as he and they lived, and was

ever ready to fhew them afls of kindnefs. He
for a confiderable time ufed to frequent the Gnen
Room, and fcemcd to take delight in difTipating

his gloom, by mixing in the fprightly chit-chat of

the motley circle then to be found there. Mr.

David
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David Hume related to me from Mr. Garrick,

that Johnfon at laft denied himfelf this amufement,

from confiderations of rigid virtue ; faying, "Til
come no more behind your fcenes, David; for

the filk ftockings and white bofoms of your a&efTes

excite my amorous propenfities."

-Ctat. 41, In 1750 he came forth in the chara(51:er for which

he was eminently qualified, a majeftick teacher

of moral and religious wifdom. The vehicle

which he chofe was that of a periodical paper,

which he knew had been, upon former occafions,

employed with great fuccefs. The Tatler, Spec-

tator, and Guardian, were the laft of the kind

publifhed in England, which had ftood the teft of

a long trial ; and fuch an interval had now elapfed

fince their publication, as made him juftly think

that, to many of his readers, this form of inftruc-

tion would, in fome degree, have the advantage of

novelty. A few days before the iirft of his Effays

came out, there ftarted another competitor for

fame in the fame form, under the title of " The
Tatler Revived," which I believe was ** born but

to die." Johnfon was, I think, not very happy

in the choice of his title, " The Rambler," which

certainly is not fuited to a feries of grave and

moral difcourfes i which the Italians have literally,

but ludicroufly, tranflated by // Vagahondo ; and

which has been lately alTumed as the denomination

of a vehicle of licentious tales, " The Rambler'^

Magazine." He gave Sir Joihua Reynolds the

following account of its getting this name: " What

muft be done. Sir, will be done. When I was to

begin publifliing that paper, I was at a lofs how
6 to
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name it. I fat down at night upon my bedfide,

and refolved that I would not go to fleep till I had

fixed its title. The Rambler feemed the beft that

occurred, and I took it '.

With what devout and confcientious fentiments

this paper was undertaken, is evidenced by the

following prayer, which he compofed and olfered

up on the occafion :
*' Almighty God, the giver

of all good things, without whofc help all labour

is inefFedual, and without whofe grace all wiidom

is folly ; grant, I befeech Thee, that in this under-

taking thy Holy Spirit may not be with-held from

me, but that I may promote thy glory, and the

lalvation of myfelf and others : grant thisj O
Lord, for the fake of thy fon Jesus Christ*

Amen^"
The firft paper of the Rambler was publiflied

on Tuefday the 2Cth of March, 1750 ; and its

authour was enabled to continue it, without inter-

ruption, every Tuefday and Friday, till Saturday

the 17th of March, 1752, on which day it clofed.

This is a ftrong confirmation of the truth of a re-

' I have heard Dr. Warton mention, that he was at Mr. Robert

hodQcy's with the late Mr. Moore*, and feveral of his fricrxls,

cbnfidcring what fliould be the name of the periodical paper

which Moore had undertaken. Garrick propofed the Salladt

which, by a curious coincidence^ was afterwards applied to himi

"TbyGoldfniith:

'* Our Garrick's a fallad, for In him wc fee

" Oil, vinegar, fugar, aivi falincfs agicc!'*

At laft the company having fcparatcd, without any thing of
v/hich ihcy approved hiving been offered, Dodflcy himlclf

thought of rJbe H'orU.

* Krayeri and Mcditaiioni, p. 9.

Vor ! V mark
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mark of his, which I have had occafion to quote

elfewhere ^ that " a man may write at any timCy

ifhe will fet himfelf doggedly to it ;'* for, notwith-

flanding his conftitutional indolence, his dcprefTion

of fpirits, and his labour in carrying on his Dic-

tionary, he anfwered the Hated calls of the prefs

twice a week from the ftores of his mind, during

all that time J having received no afTiftance, except

four billets in No. lo by Mifs Mulfo, now Mrs.

Chapone; No. 30, by Mrs. Catharine Talbot;

No. 97, by Mr. Samuel Richardfon, whom he

defcribes in an introdu6lory note as " An author

who has enlarged the knowledge of human nature,

and taught the pafllons to move at the command of

virtue;" and Numbers 44 and 100, by Mrs.

Elizabeth Carter,

Pofterity will be aftonifhed when they are told,

upon the authority of Johnfon himfelf, that many

of thefe difcourfes, which we fhould fuppofe had

been laboured with all the flow attention of literary

leifure, were written in hafle as the nnoment prefTed,

without even being read over by him before they

were printed. It can be accounted for only in this

w:;y; that by reading and meditation, and a very

clofe infpedlion of life, he had accumulated a

great fund of mifcellaneous knowledge, which,

by a peculiar promptitude of mind, was ever*

ready at his call, and which he had conftantly ac-

cuftomed himfelf to clothe in the moft apt and

cnergetick expreflion. Sir Jofhua Reynolds once

afked him by what means he had attained his

5 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 28.

extraordiiiar/
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extraordinary accuracy and flow of language. He
told him, that he had early laid it down as a fixed

rule to do his bed on every occafion, and in every

company; to impart whatever he knew in the

mod forcible language he could put it in ; and that

by conftant pradice, and never fufFcring any care-

lefs exprefTions to efcapc him, or attempting to

deliver his thoughts without arranging them in

the cleared manner, it became habitual to him.

Yet he was not altogether unprepared as a

periodical writer; for I have in my pofTeflion a

fmall duodecimo volume, in which he has written,

in the form of Mr. Locke's Common-Place Book,

a variety of hints for eflays on different fubjefe.

He has marked upon the firfl blank leaf of ir,

" To the i 28th page, colledtions for the Rambler ;"

and in another place, "In fifty-two there were

feventeen provided; in 97— 21 ; in 190—25."

\t a fubfequent period (probably after the work
was finifhed) he added, " In all, tal'Len of provided

materials, 30.'*

Sir John Ha\Ckins, who is unlucky upon all

occafions, tells us, that "this method of accumu-

ating intelligence had been . pradlifed by Mr.

\ddilbn, and is humouroufly defcrlbcd in one of

ic Spectators, wherein he feigns to have dropped

.:$ paper of noianday confiding of a diverting

medley of broken fentences and loofe hints, which

he tells us he had collected, and meant to make
ufc of. Much of the fame kind is Johnfon's

Advcrfaiia^." But the truth is, that there is no

• Hawklim** Life of Johnfon, p, 268.

^ 2 rcfcmblancc
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i75d; feiemblance at all between them. Addifon's notci

^ * was a fidtion, in which unconne6ted fragnients of

his lucubrations were purpofely jumbled together,

in as odd a manner as he could, in order to pro-

duce a laughable efFeft. Whereas Johnfon's abbre-

viations are all diftind, and applicable to each

fubjed: of which the head is mentioned.

For inftance^ there is the following fpecimen

:

Youth's Entry^ (Sc*

*^ Baxter's account of things in which he had

changed his mind as he grew up. Voluminous.
-—No wonder.-—If every man was to tell, or

mark, on how many fubjedls he has changed, it

Would make vols, but the changes not always

dbferved by mans felf.-—From pleafure to bus*

[hufinefsl to quiet 5 from thoughtfulnefs to refledV.

to piety I from' difTipation to domellic. by imper-

cepr. gradat. but the change is certain. Dial non

'progrediy frogreff, ejfe confpicimus. Look back,

confider what was thought at fome dift. period.

*^ Hope predom, in youth. Mind not willingly in-^

dulges unpleafing thoughts. The world lies all

enameled before him, as a diftant profpe6b fun-

gilt ^s—^ineqiialities only found by coming to \t.

Love is to be all joy^^children excellent-—^Fzme to

be conftaiit-^carefTes of the great-^applaufes of

the learned—fmiles of Beauty.

" Fear of di/grace-^BaJhfulne/s'-—Finds things of

lefs importance. Mifcarriages forgot like excel-

lencies j-^if remembered, of no import. Danger

7 This moll beautiful image of the enchanting delufion of

yatutliful profped has not been ufed in any of Johnfon's eifays.

4 of
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of finking into negligence of reputation. Left the '7 50'
^

ftar of difgrace deftroy acclivity. ^^^^ ^,^

" Confidence in himjelf. Long tradb of life before

him.—No thought of ficknefs.—^Embarrafmcnt

of affairs.—Diftraclion of fanaily.—Pulplick cala-

mities,—No fenfe of the prevalence of bad

habits.—Negligent of tinrie—ready to undertake**-

carelefs to purfue—all changed by time.

** Confident of ethers—unfufpeding as unexpe-

rienced—imagining himfelf fecure againft negleft,

never imagines they will venture to treat him ill.

Ready to truft; expedling to be trufted. Con-
vinced by time of the felfifhnefs, the meanness,

the cowardice, the treachery of men.
^^ Youth ambitious^ as thinking honours eafy

to be had.

" Different kinds q{ praife purfued at different

periods. Of the gay in youth, d^ng. hyrt, &c.

defpifed.

" Of the fancy in manhood. Ambit.—-ftocks—

!

bargains.—Of the wife and fober in ol4 age—

•

ferioufnefs—formality— maxims, but general

—

only of the rich, otherwife age is happy—but at

laft every thing referred to riches—no having fame,

honour, influence, without fubje6lion to caprice^

" Horace.

*' Hard it would be if men entered life with the

fame views with which they leave it, or left a^

they enter it.—No hope—no undertaking—-np
regard to benevolence—no fear of difgrace, &c.

** Youth to be taught the piety of age^agc tQ

rrtain the honour of youth."

N3 Thi«
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7750. This, it will be obferved, is the fleetch of No,

JEtau 41. ^96 of the Rambler. I Ihali gratify my readers

with another fpecimen

:

*' Confederacies difficult ; why^

" Seldom in war a m^'tch for fingle perfons—

^

nor in peace; therefore kings make themfelves

^bfolute. Confederacies in learning—every great

work the work of one. Bruy, Scholar's friendfhip

like ladies. Scribebamns, &c. Mart. The apple

of difcord—the laurel of difcord—the poverty of

criticifm. Swift's opinion of the power of ^\yi

geniufes united. That union fcarce poffible. His
remarks jufl;—^man a focial, not (leady nature.

Drawn to man by words, repelled by paflions.

Orb drawn by attradion rep. [repelledl by cen-

tifrugal.

" Common danger unites by crufhing other

pafTions—but they return. Equality hinders

compliance. Superiority produces infolence and

cnVy. Too much regard in each to private in-

tereft—too little.

" The mifchiefs of private and exclufive

focieties—the fitnefs of focial attradion diffufed

through the whole. The mifchiefs of too partial

love of our country. Contraction of moral du-

ties J (piXoi « (piK<^,

" Every man moves upon his own center, and

therefore repels others from too near a contadt,

though he may comply with fome general laws.

" Of confederacy with fuperiours, every one

knows the inconvenience. With equals, no

authority j—r
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tuthority,—every man his own opinion—his own
intercft.

" Man and wife hardly united;—fcarce ever with-

out children. Computation, if two to one againfl:

two, how many againft five ? If confederacies

were eafy—ufclefs;—many oppreiTes many.—If

poflible only to fome, dangerous. p7'i?tcipum

amicitias.'*

Here we fee the embryo of No. 45 of the

Adventurer ; and it is a confirmation of what I

have mentioned, that the papers in that collection

marked T. were written by Johnfon.

This fcanty preparation of materials will not,

however, much diminifh our wonder at the extra-

ordinary fertility of his mind ; for the proportion

which they bear to the number of efTays which he

wrote, is very fmallj and it is remarkable, that

thofc for which he had made no preparation, arc

as rich and as highly finifhcd, as thofe for which

the hints were lying by him. It is alfo to be ob-

ferved, that the papers formed from his hints arc

worked up with fuch ftrength and elegance, that

wc almofl lofe fight of the hints, which become

like "drops in the bucket." Indeed, in fcveral

inftances, he has made a very flender ufe of them,

fo that many of them remain ftill unapplied *.

As

• Sir John Hawkins has fclcflcd from this little colle<flion of

materials, what he calls iht •* Rudimrnts of two of the papers

of the Rambler." But he h;is not been able to read the raanufcript

dilUni^ly. Thus he writes, p. 266, •* bailors fate any man-

iionj" whereas the original is ** Sailor's life my aveiCon.'* He
has alfo tranfcribcd the unappropriated hints on H'riters fgr hread^

AI^ in
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i75<5* As the Rambler was entirely the work of one

Staud-u ^^^> there was, of courfe, fiich a uniformity in

its texture, as very much to exclude the charm of

variety ; and the grave and often folemn caft of

thinking, which diftinguiftied it from other period-

ical papers, made it, for fome time, not generally

liked. So flowly did this excellent v/ork, of which

twelve editions have now ifTued from the prefs,

gain upon the world at large^ that even in the

clofing number the authour fays, " I have never

been much a favourite of the publick."

Yet, very foon after its commencement, there

were who felt and acknowledged its uncommor^

excellence. Verfes in its praife appeared in the

news-papers ; and the editor of the Gentleman-s

Magazine mentions, in O6lober, his having re-

ceived feveral letters to the fame purpofe from

the learned. "The Student, or Oxford and

Cambridge Mifcellany," in which Mr. Bonnell

Thornton and Mr. Golman were the principal

writers, defcribes it as " a work that exceeds any

thing of the kind ever publilhed in this kingdom,

fome of the Spectators excepted,—if indeed they

may be excepted." And afterwards, " May the

\n which he decyphers thefe notable parages, one in L&tm,/afni
nonfamat inftead oifami nan fatna ; Johnfon having in h^s

mind what Thuanus fays of the learned German antiquary and

linguift, Xylander, who, he tells us, lived in fuch poverty, that

he was fuppofed/ixz;?/ nonfamafcribere ; and another in French,

Degenie defate et affamed^argent, inftead of Degoute defame,

(an oldWord for renomme) et affame d"*argent. The manufcript

being written in an exceedingly fmall hand, is indeed very hard

to read ; but it would have been better to have left blanks than

io write nonfcnfe,

publicly
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publick favours crown his merits, and may not

the Englifh, under the aufpicious reign of George
the Second, negleft a man, who, had he lived in

the firfl: century, would have been one of the

greateft favourites of Augustus." This flattery

of the monarch had no efFccl. It is too well known,

. that the fecond George never was an Auguftus to

learning or genius.

Johnfon told me, with an amiable fondnefs, ^

little pleafing circumflance relative to this work,

Mrs. Johnfon, in whofe judgement and tafte be

had great confidence, faid to him, after a few num-
bers of the Rambler had come Qut^ *^ I thought

very well of you before ; but I did not imagine you

could have written any thing equal to this." Dif-

tant praife, from whatever quarter, is not fo de-

lightful as that of a wife whom a man loves and

efleems. Her approbation may be faid to " come
home to his l?o/om j" and being fo near, its effcd^

is mod fenfible and permanent.

Mr. James Elphinfton, who has fince publiflied

various works, and who was ever efteemed by

Johnfon as a worthy iman, happened to be in

Scotland while the Rambler was coming out in

fmgle papers at London. With a laudable zeal

at once for the improvement of his countrymen,

and the reputation of his friend, he fuggefled and

took the charge of an edition of thofe EfTays at

Edinburgh, which followed progrelTively the
" .>ndon publication'.

The

• It was executed in the printing-ofTicc of Sands, Murray,

and Cochrun, with uncommon elegance, upon writing pajxrr.
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^7?®- The following letter written at this time, though

not dated, will fliow how much plcafed Johnfon

was with this publication, and what kindnefs and

regard he had for Mr. Elphinfton.

^0 Mr, Jam5s Ei^phinstont.

« Dear Sir, [^o date.^

" I CANNOT but confefs the failures of my
correfpondence, but hope the fame regard which

you exprefs for me on every other occafion, will

incline you to forgive me. I am often, very

often, illi and, when I am well, am obliged to

work: and, indeed, have never much ufed myfelf

to punfluality. You are, however, not to make
unkind inferences, when I forbear to reply to your

kindnefs ; for be aiTured, I never receive a letter

from you without great pleafure, and a very warm
ienfe of your generofity and friendfhip, which I

heartily blame myfelf for not cultivating with more

care. In this, as in many other cafes, I go wrong,

in oppofition to conviclion j for I think fcarce any

temporal good equally to be defired with the regard

and familiarity of worthy men. I hope we Ihall

be fome time nearer to each other, and have a more

ready way of pouring out our hearts.

<^ I am glad that you ftill find encouragement

to proceed in your publication, and fhall beg the

of a duodecimo fize, and with the greateft corredlnefs; and Mr.
Elphinfton enriched it with tranflations of the mottos, Whe^
completed, it made eight handfome volumes. It is, unquef*

tionabiy, the moft accurate and beautiful edition of this work ;

and there being but a fmall impreflion, it is now become fcayce,

and fells at a very high price,

3 favour
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favour of fix more volumes to add to my former ' 7 90-

fix, when you can, with any convenience, fend ^jat. 41,

them me. Pleafe to prcfent a fet, in my name,

to Mr. Ruddiman', of whom, I hear, that his

learning is not his higheft excellence. I have

tranfcribed the mottos, and returned them, I hope

not too late, of v/hich I think many very happily

performed. Mr. Cave has put the lad in the

magazine, in w^hich I think he did well. 1 beg of

you to write foon, and to write often, and to

write long letters, which I hope in time to repay

you ; but you muft be a patient creditor. I have,

however, this of gratitude, that I think of you

with regard, when I xio not, perhaps, give th«

proofs which I ought, of being. Sir,

" Your mod obliged and
<' Moft humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson.*'

This year he wrote to the fame gentleman ano-

ther letter, upon a mournful occcafion,

I'd Mr. James Elphinston;

*^ Dear Sir, September 25, 1750.

"YOU have, as I find by every kind of

evidence, loft an excellent mother; and I hope

you will not think me incapable of partaking of

your grief I have a mother, now eighty-two

Mr. Tliomas Ruddiraan, the learned grammarian ofScoU

hmi, well known for his various excellent works, and for hit

accurate editions of fcvcral authours. He was alfo a man of a

moft worthy private charadcr. His zeal for the Royal Houfe

of Stuaxt did npt gender him Icfs clUmablc io Dr. Juhnfon's eye,

years
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^7S^' years of age, whom, therefore, I muft fboi). lofe^

^J^J^TT! ""^e^s it pleafe God that ITie rather fhould mourn

for me. I read the letters in which you relate your

mother's death to Mrs. Strahan, and think I do

myfelf honour, when I tell you that I read them

with tears; but tears are neither to^^« nor to me

of any further ufe, when once the tribute of nature

has been paid. The bufinefs of life fummons us

away from ufelefs grief, and calls us to the exercife

of thofe virtues of which we are lamenting our

deprivation. The greateil benefit which one friend

can confer upon another, is to guard, and excite,

^nd elevate his virtues. This your mother will

ftiil perform, if you diligently preferye the memory
of her life, and of her death : a life, fo far as I

can learn, ufeful, wife, and innocent j and a death

refigned, peaceful, and holy. I cannot forbear

to mention, that neither reafon nor revelatiori

denies you to hope, that you may increafe her

h^ppinefs by obeying her precepts ; and that fhe

may in her prefent ftate look with pleafurp upon

, every ad of virtue to which her inflrudtions or ex-

ample have contributed. Whether this be more
than a pleafmg dream, or a juft opinion of fepa-

rate fpirits, is, indeed, of no great importance to

us, when we confider ourfelvcs as a6ling under the

eye of God : yet, furely, there is fomething pleaf-

ing in the belief, that our reparation from thofe

whom we love is merely corporeal ; and it may
be a great incitement to virtuous friendfhip, if it

can be made probable, that that union that has re-

ceived the divine approbation fhall continue to

eternity.
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^* There is one expedient by w^ich you may, in *1S^-

fonne degree, continue her prefence. If you write ^^^^^ .

,^

down minutely what you remember of her from

your earliefl years, you will read it with great plea-

fure, and receive from it many hints of foothing

recolle6lion, when time fhall remove her yet far-

ther from you, and your grief fliall be matured

to veneration. To this, however painful for the

prefent, I cannot but advife you, as to a fource of

comfort and fatisfadlion in the time to come ; for

all comfort and all fatisfaclion is fincerely wiflicd

you by, dear Sir,

" Your moft obliged, mofl obedient,

" And moft humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson.'*

The Rambler has increafed in fame as in age.

Soon after its firft folio edition was concluded, ic

was publifhed in Cix duodecimo volumes ; and its

authour lived to fee ten numerous editions of it

in London, befide thofe of Ireland and Scotland.

I profefs myfelf to have ever entertained a pro-

found veneration for the aftonifhing force and

vivacity of mind, which the Rambler exhibits.

That Johnfon had penetration enough to fee, and

feeing would not difguife the general mifery of man
in this ftate of being, may have given rife to the

fuperficial notion of his being too ftcrn a philofo-

pher. Bnt men of reflection will be fenfible thiit

he has given a true reprefentation of human ex-

iftence, and that he has, at the fame time, with

a generous benevolence, difplaycd every confola-

lion which our (late affords us; not only thofe

arifing
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arifing from the hopes of futurity, but fuch as

may be attained in the immediate progrefs through

life. He has not depreffed the foul to defpondency

and indifference. He has every where inculcated

ftudy, labour, and exertion. Nay, he has Hiewn,

in a very odious light, a man whofe pra6lice is to

go about darkening the views of others, by per-

petual complaints of evil, and awakening thofe

confiderations of danger and diftrefs, which are,

for the moft part, lulled into a quiet oblivion.

This he has done very flrongly in his character of

Sulpirius*, from which Goldfmith took that of

Croaker, in his comedy of " The Good-natured

Man," as Johnfon told me he acknowledged to

him, and which is, indeed, very obvious.

To point out the numerous fubjedls which the

Rambler treats with a dignity and perfpicuity

which are there united in a manner which we fhall

in vain look for any where elfe, would take up too

large a portion of my book, and would, I trufl,

be fuperfluous, confidering how univerfally thofe

volumes are now diffeminated. Even the mofl

condenfed and brilliant fentences which they con-

tain, and which have very properly been feledled

under the name of " Beauties %" are of confi-

derable bulk. But I may ihortly obferve, that

* No. 55.
3 Dr. Johnfon was gratified by feeing this feleftion, and wrote

to Mr. Kearfley, bookfeller in Fleet-ftreet, the following note

:

" Mr. Johnfon fends compliments to Mr. Kearfley, and begs

the favour of feeing him as foon as he can. Mr. Kearfley is

defued to bring with him the laft edition of what he has honoured

with the name of Beauties,'*

"May 20, 1782."
"

the
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the Rambler furnilhes fuch an aflemblnge ofciif-

courfes on pra6lical religion and moral duty, of

critical inveftigations, and allegorical and oriental

tales, that no mind can be thought very deficient

that has, by conftant (ludy and meditation, afilmi-

iatcd to itfelf all that may be found there. No. 7,

written in PaOlon-week on abftradion and fclf-

cxaminarion, and No. no, on penitence and the

placability of the Divine Nature, cannot be too

often read* No. 54, on the eiTe6l which the death

of a friend fhould have upon us, though rather

too difpiriting, may be occafionally very medicinal

to the mind. Every one muft fuppofc the writer

to have been deeply imprefled by a real fcene; buc

he told me that was not the cafe ; which fliews how

well his fancy could conduvfl him to the " houfe of

mourning." Some of thefe more folemn papers,

I doubt not, particularly attradled the notice of

Dr. Young, the authourof" The Night Thoughts,"

of whom my eftimation is fuch, as to reckon his

-applaufe an honour even to Johnfon. I have {ten

fome volumes of Dr. Ybung's copy of the Ram-
bler, in which he has marked the paffages which

he thought particularly excellent, by folding down

a corner of the page ; and fuch as he rated in a

fuper- eminent degree, are marked by double folds.

I am forry that fome of the volumes are loft,

johnfon was plcafed when told of the minute atten-

>a with which Young had fignificd his approba-

'n of his Eflays.

I will venture to fay, thir in no writings what-

ever can be found more i^drk iirJJhelfm- the mind^

I may ufc the cxprciTion ; more that can brace

and
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^nd invigorate every manly and noble fentirtieriti

No. 32 on patience, even under extreme mifery,

is wonderfully lofty, and as much above the rant

of ftoicifm, as the Sun of Revelation is brighter

than the twilight of Pagan philofophy^ I never

read the following fentence without feeling my
frame thrill : " 1 think there is fome reafon for

queftioning whether the body and mind are not fo

proportioned, that the one can bear all which can

be inflicted on the other 3 whether virtue cannot

Hand its ground as long as life, and whether a

foul well principled will not be fooner feparated

thanfubdued."

Though inflruclion be the predominant purpofc

of the Rambler, yet It is enlivened with a confi-

derable portion of amufement. Nothing can be

more erroneous than the notion which fome per-

fons have entertained, that Johnfon was then a re-

tired authour, ignorant of the worlds and, of con-

fequence, that he wrote only from his imagination

when he defcribed ehara6ters and manners. He
faid to me, that before he wrote that work, he had

been " running about the world,'' as he exprelTed

ft, more than almoil any body ; and I have heard

him relate, with much fatisfa6lion> that feveral of

the characters in the Rambler were drawn fo natu-

rally, that when it firft circulated in numbers, a

club in one of the towns in EfTex imagined them-

felves to be feverally exhibited in it, and were

much incenfed againft a perfon who, they fufpedtedj

had thus made them objects of publick notice 5

nor were they quieted till authentick alTurance was

given them, that the Rambler was written by a

perfon
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peribft who had never heard of any one of them.

Some of the chara<5lers are beHeved to have been

adlually drawn from the life, particularly that of

Proipero from Garrick, who never entirely forgave

its pointed fatire. For inflances of fertility of

fancy, and accurate defcription of real life, I ap^

peal to No'. 19, a man who v/anders from one

profeflion to another, with mofl plaufible reafons

for every change. No. 34, female faflidioufnefs

and timorous refinement. No. 83, a Virtuofo

who has colledled curiofities. No. 88, petty

modes of entertaining a company, and conciliating

kindncfs. No. 182, fortune-hunting. No. 194
•—195, a tutor*s account of the follies of his pupil.

No. 197— 198, legacy-hunting. He has given a

fpccimen of his nice obfervation of the mere exter-

nal appearances of life, in the following pafTage in

No. 179, againft affcdation, that frequent and mod
difgulling quality :

" He that (lands to contemplate

the croudi that fill the ftrcets of a populous city,

will fee many paflengers whofe air and motion it

will be difficult to behold without contempt and

laughter; but if he examine what are the appear-

ances that thus powerfully excite his rifibility, he

will find among them neither poverty nor difeafe,

nor any involuntary or painful defe6l. The dif-

pofition to dcrifion and infult, is awakened by the

loftnefs of foppery, the fwell of infolence, the

livclinefs of levity, or the folemnity of grandeur;

;.y the fprighdy trip, the (lately (lalk, the formal

ilrut, and the lofty micni by gcftures intended to

catch the eye, and by looks elaborately formed as

evidences of importance.*'

Vol. f. O Every
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founded is the firft part of this objection, tKat T
will challenge all who nnay honour this book with

a perufal, to point out any EnglijQi writer whofe

language conveys his meaning with equal force

and perfpicuity. It muft, indeed, be allowed, that

the flrudure of his fentences is expanded, and

often has fomewhat of the inverfion of Latin ; and

that he delighted to exprefs fanniliar thoughts in

philofophical language , being in this the reverfe

of Socrates, who, it was faid, reduced philofophy

to the fimplicity of common life. But let us at^

tend to what he himfelf fays in his concluding pa-

per : " When common words were lefs pleafing

to the ear, or lefs diflind in their fignification,

I have familiarifed the terms of philofophy, by

applying them to popular ideas *." And, as to the

fecond part of this objedlion, upon a late careful

revifion of the work, I can with confidence fay,

that it is amazing how few of thofe words, for

which it has been unjuftly chara6lerifed, are adlu-

ally to be found in iti I am fure, not the propor-

* Yet his flyle did not efcape the harmlefs (hafts of pleafant

humour ; for the ingenious Bonnell Thornton publilhed a mock

ip.ambler in the Drury-lane Journal,

tion
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tion of one to each paper. This idle charge has

been echoed from one babbler to another, who

have confounded Johnfon's Effays with Johnfon's

Di<5tionary j and becaufe he thought it right in a

Lexicon of our language to colle6l many words

which had fallen into difufe, but were fupported

by great authorities, it has been imagined that all

of thefe have been interwoven into his own com-

pofitions. That fome of them have been adopted

by him unneceflarily, may, perhaps, be allowed

;

but, in general they are evidently an advantage,

for without them his {lately ideas would be con-

fined and cramped. " He that thinks with more

extent than another, will want words of larger

meaning ^" He once told me, that he had formed

his flyle upon that of Sir William Temple, and

upon Chambers's Propofal for his Didlionary. He
certainly was miflaken ; or if he imagined at firfl:

that he was imitating Temple, he was very unfuc-

cefsful ) for nothing can be more unlike than the

fimplicity of Temple, and the richnefs of Johnfon.

Their ftyles differ as plain cloth and brocade.

Temple, indeed* feems equally erroneous in fup-

pofing that he himfelf had formed his ftyle upon

Sandys's View of the State of Religion in the

Weftern parts of the World.

The ftyle of Johnfon was, undoubtedly, much
formed ujxjn that of the great writers in tlic laft

century, Hooker, Bacon, Sanderfon, Hakcwell,

and others i thofe " Giants," as they were well

charadlerifcd by a great Piksonace, whofc

' Idler, No. 70.

O 2
^

authority
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authority, were I to name him, would ftamp a

reverence on the opinion.

We may, with the utmoft propriety, apply to

his learned flyle that paflage of Horace, a part

of which he has taken as the motto to his Dic-

tionary :

'^ Cum tahulis animum cenforisfumet honefti :

*^ Audebit qu^cumque pariimfplendoris hahehunt

*^ EtJine pondere erunty et honore indignaferentuTy

*' Verba movere loco^ quamvis invita recedanty

*^ Et verjentur adhuc intrapenetralia Vefta.

^^ Ob/curata diu populo bonus eruety atque

*' Proferet in Jucem/peciofa vocabula rerunty

" ^i^ prifcis memorata Catcnibus atque CethegiSy

" Nuncfitus informis premit et deferta vetuftas

:

*' Adfcifcet nova, qua: genitor produxerit ufiis:

" Vehemensy et liquidusy puroquefimillimusamnty

" Fundet opes Latiumque beabit diviie lingua^,''

To fo great a mafter of thinking, to one of

fuch vaft and various knowledge as Johnfon, might

have been allowed a liberal indulgence of that

licence which Horace claims in another place

:

cc
I >

•

,

-n
, Si forte neceffe eft

" Indiciis monftrare recentibus abdita rerum^

" Fingere cin^utis non exaudita Cethegis

" Contingety dabiturque licentiafumpta pudenter x

*^ Et nova fi5iaque nuper habebunt verbaJidemji

*^ Graco fonte cadanty parce detorta, ^lid autem

*' Cacilio Plautoque dabit RomanuSy ademptum

• Horat. Epift, Lib. ii. Epift. ii.

Virgin^
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'^ Virgilio Varioque ? Ego cur, acquirere pauca

^' Si poffiiniy invideor ; cum lingua Catonis et Emi
" Sermonem patrium ditaverity et nova rerum
^^ 'Nomina protulerit ? LimitJemperque licebit *

" SignatU/H prafente nota producere nomen ^"

Yetjohnfon aflured me, that he had not taken

upon him to add more than four or five words to

the Enghfh language, of his own formation ; and

he was very much offended at the general licence

by no means, " modellly taken" in his time, not

only to coin new words, but to ufe many words ia

fenfes quite different from their eftablifhed mean-
ing, and thofe frequently very fantaftical.

Sir Thomas Brown, whofe life Johnfon wrote,

was remarkably fond of Anglo-Latian didion

;

and to his example we are to afcribe Johnfon's

fometimes indulging himfelf in this kind of phrafe-

ology ^ Johnfon's comprehenfion of mind was the

mould for his language. Had his conceptions

been narrower, his expreffion would have been

eafier. His fentences have a dignified march

;

and, it is certain, that his example has given a

general elevation to the language of his country,

for many of our bed writers have approached very

near to him \ and, from the influence which he has.

' Horat. Dc Arte Poetic^.

•TTic obfcrvation of hi* having imitated Sir Thomas Brown
has been made by many j^cople ; and lately it has been infiftcd

on, and illuftratcd by a variety of quotations from Brown, in one

of the popular KiTays written by the Reverend Mr. Knox, maftcr

of Tunbridge fchool, whom I have fet down in my lill of thofc

who have fometimes not unfucccfsfully imitated Dr. Johnfon's

O 3 had
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^
had upon our compofition, fcarcely any thing Is

^tat. 41. written now that is not better cxpreffed than was

ufual before he appeared to lead the national

iafte.

This circumftance, the truth of which mud
flrike every critical reader, has been fo happily

enforced by Mr. Courtenay, in his " Moral and

Literary Charadler of Dr. Johnfon," that I cannot

prevail on myfelf to withhold it, notwithftanding

his, perhaps, too great partiality for one of his

friends

:

" By nature's gifts ordain'd niankind to rule,

<^ He, like a Titian, form'd his brilliant fchool;

^< And taught congenial fpirits to excel,

*^ While from his lips impreffive wifdom fell.

** Our boafted Goldsmith felt the fovereign fway
^

«^ PVom him derived the fweet, yet nervous lay.

*^ To Fame's proud cliff he bade our Raphael rife

;

^' Hence Reynolds* pen with Reynolds' pencil

vies.

" With Johnfon's flame melodious Burney glows,

" While the grand flrain in fmoother cadence flows,

*' And you, Malone, to cridck learning dear,

*^ Corredt and elegant, refin 'd, though clear,

" By fludying him, acquired that clafTick tafte,

«^ Which high in Shakfpeare's fane thy fl:atue placed.

" Near Johnfon Steevens flands, on fcenick

ground,

^^ Acute, laborious, fertile, and profound.

" Ingenious Hawkesworth to this fchool we owe,
*^ And fcarce the pupil from the tutor know.

*'Here
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** Here early parts accomplifh'd Jones fubllmes, '75°-

" And fcience blends with Afia's lofty rhymes: ^^^t. 41.

" Harmonious Jones ! who in his Ipkndid drains

" Sings Camdeo'sfports, on Agra's flowery plains

;

" In Hindu {i(5lions while we fondly trace

" Love and the Mufes, deck'd with Attick grace.

" Amid thefe names can Boswell be forgot,

" Scarce by North Britons now efteemed a Scot'?

" Who to the fage devoted from his youth,

" Imbib'd from him the facred love of truth;

'^ The keen refearch, the exercife of mind,

" And that bcft art, the art to know mankind.-—

" Nor was his energy confined alone

" To friends around his philofophick throne

;

" Its influence wide improved our lettered ifle^

" And lucid vigour mark'd the generalftyle

:

" As Nile's proud waves, fwol'n from their oozy

bed,

*' Firft o'er the neighbouring meads majeftick fpread;

" Till gathering force, they more and more expand,

" And with new virtue fertilife the land."

• The following obfcrvation in Mr. Bofwell's Journal of a
Tour to the Hebrides may fufficiently account for that Gentleman's

being ** now fcarccly efteem'd a Scot*' by many of his country-

men : " If he [Dr. johnfon] was particularly prejudiced againft

the Scots, it was bccaufe they were more in his way ; becaufc

he thought their fuccefs in England rather exceeded the due pro-

portion of their real merit ; and becaufc he could not but fee in

ihcm that nationality which, I believe, no liberal-minded Scotch-

man will deny." Mr. Bofwcll, indeed, is fo free from national

prejudices, that he might with equal propriety have been dc»

fcribcd as

—

*• Scarce by ^outh Britons flow cftccm'd a Scot."

CuURTBNAY*

O 4 Johnfon,
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Johnfon's language^ however, miift be allowed

JEt^t. 41. to be too mafculine for the dehcate gentlenefs of

female writing. His ladies, therefore, feem

ftrangely formal, even to ridicule; and are well

denominated by the names which he has given

them, as Mifella, Zozima, Properantia, Rho-
doclia.

It has of late been the fafhion to compare the

flyle of Addifon and Johnfon, and to depreciate,

I think very unjuflly, the ftyle ofAddifon as nerve-

lefs and feeble, becaufe it has not the flrength and

energy of that of Johnfon. Their profe may be

balancedlikethepoetry ofDryden and Pope. Both

are excellent, though in different ways. Addifon

writes with the eafe of a gentleman. His readers

fancy that a wife and accompliilied companion is

talking to them -, fo that he infinuates his fenti-

ments and tafte into their minds by an impercepti-

ble influence. Johnfon writes like a teacher. He
di^lates to his readers as if from an academical

chair. They attend with awe and admiration;

and his precepts are imprefTed upon them by his

commanding eloquence. Addifon's ftyle, like a

light wine, pleafes every body from the firft. John-

fon's, like a liquor of more body, feems too ftrong

at firft, but, by degrees, is highly reliftied ; and

fuch is the melody of his periods, fo much do they

captivate the ear, and feize upon the attention,

that there is fcarcely any writer, however inconfi-

derable, who does not aim, in fome degree, at

the fame fpecies of excellence. But let us not

ungratefully undervalue that beautiful ftyle, which

has pleafmgly conveyed to us much inftrudlion

4 an4
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and entertainment. Though comparatively weak, i75°-

oppofcd to Johnfon's Herculean vigour, let us not
^^^^^

call it pofitively feeble. Let us remember the

charadter of his ftyle, as given by Johnfon himfelf

:

" What he attempted, he performed} he is never

feebUy and he did not wifh to be energetick ; he

is never rapid, and he never llagnates. His ^tn-

tences have neither fludied amplitude, nor affefted

brevity : his j)eriods, though not diligently rounded,

are voluble and eafy. Whoever wi flies to attain

an Englifh ftyle, familiar but not coarfe, and ele-

gant but not oftentatious, muft give his days and

nights to the volumes of Addifon \"

Though the Rambler was not concluded till the

year 1752, I fliail, under this year, fay all that I

have to obferve upon it. Some of the tranflations

of the mottos by himfelf, are admirably done.

He acknowledges to have received " elegant tranf-

flations" of many of them from Mr. James Elphin-

fton •, and ibmc are veiy happily tranflated by a

Mr. F. Lewisy of whom I never heard more,

except that Johnfon thus defcribed him to Mr.

Malone: " Sir, he lived in London, and hung

loofe upon fociety.'* The concluding paper of his

Rambler i$ at once dignified and pathetic k. I

cannot, however, but wifli, that he had not ended

it with an unneccffary Greek verfe, tranflated alfo

into an Englifh couplet. It is too much like the

conceit of thofe dramatick poets, who ufed to

conclude each ad with a rhyme j and the exprefflon

in the hrfl: line of his couplet, " Celeflial powers^

• 1 (haii proij;i! iy, in anothrr work, maintain ilir mrrit ot

Addifon '3 poetry, which h4s been very unjuftly depreciated.

though
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1750. though proper in Pagan poetry, is ill fuitcd to

Chriflianity, with *^ a conformity" to which he con-

foles himfelf. How much better would it have

been, to have ended with the profe fentence ^^ I

ihall never envy the honours which wit and learn-

ing obtain in any other caufe, if I can be num-
bered among the writers who have given ardour

to virtue, and confidence to truth."

His friend. Dr. Birch, being now engaged in

preparing an edition of Raleigh's fmaller pieces.

Dr. Johnfon wrote the following letter to that

gentleman

?<? Dr. Birch.

«SiR, Gough-fquare, May 12, 1750.

'^ KNOWING that you are now prepar-

ing to favour the publick with a new edition of

Raleigh's mifcellaneous pieces, I have taken the

liberty to fend you a Manufcript, which fell by

chance within my notice. I perceive no proofs

of forgery in my examination of it ; and the

owner tells me, that, as ke has heard, the hand-

writing is Sir Walter's. If you fhould find reafon

to conclude it genuine, it will be a kindnefs to the

owner, a blind perfon% to recommend it to the

bpokfellers. I am. Sir,

*' Your moft humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson/*

His juft abhorrence of Milton's political notions

was ever ftrong. But this did not prevent his

* Mrs. Williams is probably the perfon meant,

warm
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warm admiration of Milton's great poetical merit, 1750.

to which he has done illuftriousjuftice, beyond all ]^^^~ t'

who have written upon the fubje6l. And this year

he not only wrote a Prologue, which was fpoken

by Mr, Garrick before the a6ling of Comus at

Drury-iane theatre, for the benefit of Milton's

grand-daughter, but took a very zealous interefl in

the fuccefs of the charity. On the day preceding

the performance, he publifhed the following letter

in the " General Advertjfer/' addrefled to the

printer of that paper

;

"Sir,
" THAT a certain degree of reputation 1$

acquired merely by approving the works of genius,

and teftifying a regard to the memory of authours,

is a truth too evident to be denied -, and therefore

to enfure a participation of fame with a celebrated

poet, many who would, perhaps, have contributed

to ftarve him when alive, have heaped expenfive

pageants upon his grave.

" It muft, indeed, be confefTed, that this method

of becoming known to pofterity with honour, i$

peculiar to the great, or at lead to tlic wealthy
^j

but an opportunity now offers for almoft every

individual to fecurc the praife of paying ajuft re-

gard to the illuftrious dead, united with the plea-

fure of doing good to the Hving. To affill induf-

trious indigence, ftruggling with diftrefs and

debilitated by age, is a dilplay of virtue, and an

^quifition of happincfs and honour.

•' Whoever, then, would be thought capable of

plcafurc in reading the works of our incomparable

Milton,
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175®- Milton, Jind not fo deftitute of gratitude as to

^^ ~ refufe to lay out a trifle in rational and elegant en-

tertainment, for the benefit of his living remains^

for the exercife of their own virtue, the increafe of

their reputation, and the pleafnig confcioufnefs

of doing good, fhould appear at Drury-lane theatre

to-morrow, April 5, when Comus will be per-

formed for the benefit of Mrs. Elizabeth Fofter,

grand-daughter to the authour, and the only fur-

viving branch of his family.

" N. B. There v/ill be a new prologue on the

occafion, written by the authour of Irene, and

ipoken by Mr. Garrick ; and, by particular defire,

there will be added to the Mafque a dramatick

fatire^ called Lethe, in whigh Mr. Garrick will

perform/'

^tat. A2. In 175 1 we are to confider him as carrying on

both his Dictionary and Rambler. But he alfo

wrote " The Life of Cheynel,*" in the mifcellany

called " The Student 5" and the Reverend Dr.

Douglas having, with uncommon acutenefs,

clearly detected a grofs forgery and impofition upon

the publick by William Lauder, a Scotch fchool-

mafter, who had, with equal impudence and inge-

nuity, reprefented Milton as a plagiary from certain

modern Latin poets, Johnfon, who had been fb

far impofed upon as to furnilh a Preface and Poft-

fcript to his work, now dictated a letter for Lau-

der, addrefied to Dr. Douglas, acknowledging his

fraud in terms of fuitable contrition %
This

3 Lefl; there fhould be any perfon, ^t any future period, ab-

furd enough to fufped that johnfon was a partaker in Lauder's

fr^ud^
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This extraordinary attempt of Lauder was no '75»-

fudden effort. He had brooded over it for many ^^^^ ^2.

years : and to this hour it is uncertain what his

principal motive was, unlefs it were a vain notion

of his fuperiority, in being able, by whatever

means, to deceive mankind. To effed this, he

produced certain paffages from Grotius, Mafenius,

and others, which had a faint refemblance to fome

parts of the " Paradife Loft." In thefe he inter-

polated fome fragments of Hog's Latin tranflation

of that poem, alledging that the mafs thus fabri-

cated was the archetype from which Milton copied.

Thefe fabrications he publilhed from time to time

in the Gentleman's Magazine; and, exulting in

his fancied fuccels, he in 1750 ventured to colled

them into a pamphlet, entitled " An EiTay on

Milton's Ufe and Imitation of the Moderns in

his Paradife Loft." To this pamphlet Johnfon

wrote a Preface, in full perfuafion of Lauder's

fraud, or had any knowledge of it, when he alTifted him with his

inafterly pen, it is proper here to quote the words of Dr. Douglas,

now Bifhop of Salifbury, at the time when hcdeteftcd the impo-

fition. ** It is to l)e hoped, nay it 13 exp-^ed, that the elegant

and ncr\'ous writer, whofc judicious fentiments ani inimitable

flyle point out the authour of Lauder's Preface and Poftfcript,

will no longer allow ouzio plume himjrifivith his /f<ii hers ^ who

appcarcth fo little to dcfcrvc afiiftance : an afflftance which I am
perfuadcd would never have been communicated, had there been

the Icaft fiifpicion of thofc fads which I have been the inllru-

mcnt of conveying to the world in ihclc Ihccts." Milton «#

Plagiary, id edit. p. 78. And hib Lordfliip has been plcafcd

now to auihorifc mc to fay, in the (Ironeeft manner, that there

is no ground whatever for any unfavoiir;ibl'.* rcflctUon againft

Dr. Johnfon, who cxprcflcd the ftron^cft inuigiution againft

JLaudrr.

Jioncfty,
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honefly, and a Poflfcript recommending, ih thu

mofl pcrfuafive terms, a fubfcription for the re-

lief of a gr^nd-daughter of Milton^ of whom he

thus fpeatks ; ^Mt is yet in the power of a great peo-

ple to reward the poet whofe name they boaft, and

from their alliance to whofe genius, they claim

fonle kind of fuperiority to every other nation of

the earth ; that poet, whofe works may poffibly be

read when every other monument of Britifh great-

nefs fliall be obliterated; to reward him, not with

pi6lures or with medals, which, if he fees, he fees

with contempt, but with tokens of gratitude^

which he> perhaps, may even now confider as not

unworthy the regard of an immortal fpirit," Surely

this is inconfiftent with " enmity towards Milton,"

which Sir John Hawkins imputes to Johnfon upon
this occafion, adding, " I could all along obferve that

Johnfon feemed to approve not only of the defign,

but of the argument ; and feemed to exult in a

perfuafion, that the reputation of Milton was likely

to fufFer by this difcovery. That he was hot privy

to the impollure, 1 am well perfuaded; but that

he wifhed well to the argument, may be inferred

from the Preface, which indubitably was written

by Johnfon." Is it poffible for any man of clear

judgement to fuppofe that Johnfon, who fo nobly

praifed the poetical excellence of Milton in a

Pollfcript to this very " difcovery," as he then

fuppofed it, could, at the fame time, exult in a

perfuafion that the great poet's reputation was likely

to fufFer by it ? This is an inconfiftency of which

Johnfon was incapable j nor can any thing more
be fairly inferred from the Preface, than that

3 Johnfon,
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Johnfon, who was alike diftinguiflicd for ardent

curiofity and love of truth, was pleafed with an

invefligation by which both were gratified. That

he was actuated by thefe motives, and certainly by

no unworthy defire to depreciate our great epick

poet, is evident from his own words; for, after

mentioning the general zeal of men of genius and

literature " to advance the honour, and diflinguilh

the beauties of Paradife Loft," he fays, " Among
the inquiries to which this ardour of criticifm has

naturally given occafion, none is more obfcure ia

itfelf, or more worthy of rational curiofity, than a

retrofpedt of the progrefs of this mighty genius in

the conftru6lion of his work ; a view of the fabrick

gradually rifing, perhaps, from fmall beginnings,

till its foundation refts in the centre, and its turrets

fparklc in the (kies ; to trace back the ftrudure

through all its varieties, to the fimplicity of its

firft plan ; to find what was firft projedled, whence

the fcheme was taken, how it was improved, by

what alTiftance it was executed, and from what

ftores the materials were colle6l:ed; whether its

founder dug them from the quarries of Nature,

or demoliihed other buildings to embellifh his

own."—Is this the language of one who wifhcd to

blaft the laurels of Milton ?

Though Johnfon's circumftances were at this

time far from being eafy, his humane and charit-

able difpofition was conftantly exerting itfelf Mrs.

Anna Williams, daughter of a very ingenious

Welfh phyfician, and a woman of more than ordi-

nary talents and literature, having come to Lon-

don in hopes of being cured of a catara6l in both

her
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her eyes, which afterwards ended in total blindnefs;,

was kindly received as a conftant vifitor at his

houfe while Mrs. Johnfon lived ; and after her

death having come under his roof in order to have

an operation upon her eyes performed with more
comfort to her than in lodgings, fbe had an apart-

ment from him during the reft of her life, at all

times when he had a houfe.

iEtat.43« In 1752 he was almoft entirely occupied with

his Di61:ionary. The laft paper of his Rambler
was publifhed March 2, this year ; after which^

there was a celTation for fome time of any exertion

of his talents as an elTayift* But, in the fame year,;

Dr. Hawkefworth, who was his warm admirer,

and a fludious imitator of his ftyle, and then lived

in great intimacy with him, began a periodical

paper, entitled " The Adventurer,", in con-

ne(5lion with other gentlemen, one of whom was

Johnfon's much-loved friend. Dr. Bathurft; and,

without doubt, they received many valuable hints

from his converfation, mofl of his friends having

been fo aflifted in the courfe of their works.

That there fhouid be a fufpenlion of his Hterary

labours during a part of the year 1752, will not

feem ftrange, when it is confidered that foon after

clofing his Rambler, he fufFered a lofs which,

there can be no doubt, afFeded him with the

deepeft diftrefs. For on the 17th of March, O. S,

his wife died. Why Sir John Hawkins jQiould

unwarrantably take upon him even to fuppo/e that

Johnfon's fondnefs for her was dijfemhled (meaning

fimulated or aflumed,) and to alTert, that if it was

not the cafe, *^ it was a lelTon he had learned b^

rote,'
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rote," I cannot conceive i unlefs it proceeded from

a want of fimilar feelings in his own breail. To
argue from her being much older than Johnfon,

or any other circumftances, that he could not really

lOve her, is abfurd ; for love is not a fubje6t of rea-

foning, but of feeling, and therefore there are no

common principles upon which one can perfuade

another concerning it. Every man feels for him-

felf, and knows how he is affedled by particular

qualities in the perfon he admires, the imprefTions

of which are too minute and delicate to be fubftan-

tiated in langyage.

That his love for her was of the mod ardent

kind, and, during the long period of fifty years,

was unimpaired by the lapfe of time, is evident

from various pafTages in the feries of his Prayers

and Meditations, publifhed by the Reverend Mr.

Strahan, as well as from other memorials, two of

which I feledl, as (Irongly marking the tendernefs

and fenfibility of his mind.

" March 28, 1753, I kept this day as the anni-

verfary of my Tetty's death, with prayer and

tears in the morning. In the evening I prayed

her conditionally if it were lawful."
'

*' April 23, 1753. I know not whether I do

not too much indulge the vain longings of affec-

a; but I hope they intenerate my heart, and

:c when I die like my Tetty, this afFedion will

acknowledged in a happy interview, and that

ihe mean time I am incited by it to piety. I

1, however, not deviate too much from common
J received methods of devotion.'*

Vol. I, P Ilcr
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Her- wedding-ring, when flie became his wifej,.

w^as, after her death, preferved by him, as long as^

he lived, with an affeaionate care, in a little round

wooden box, in the infide of which he palled a flip

•of paper, thu3 infcribed by him in fair chara6ters^

as follows:

'' Ehcul
*« Eliz. Johnjoyiy

« h^aptaJuL <f 1736,
** Mortuay eheu

!

« MarL jf I7S^'"

After hisdeath> Mr.. Francis Barber, his faith-

ful fervant and refiduary legatee^ offered this me-

mQFJal of tendernefs to Mrs. Lucy Porter, Mrs.,

Jahnfon's daughter i but fhe having declined to.

^accept of it, he had it enamelled as a mourning

ring for his old m.after, and preftnted it tQ hi^

wife, Mrs. Barber, who now has it.

The ftate of mind in which a man m^ift be upon

the death of a woman whoni he fincerely loves,

had teen m his contemplation many years before,

in bis, IrenBx we find, the following fervent and

tender fpeech of Dememus,. addrefled to his

Aipafia,:

" From thofe bright regions of eternal day,

« Where now thou fhin'ft amongft thy fellow faintr,

<^ Array'd in purer light, look down on me!

^' In pleafing vifions and delufive dreams,

*< O ! footh my foul, and teach me how to lofe thee.'*

I have, indeed, been told by Mrs. Defi^ouKnsi

who, before her marriage, lived for fome tim^

with
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with Mrs. Johnfon at Hampftead, that Hie in- 17^2.

dulged hcrfelf in country air and nice living, at '^^^{~
^

an unfuitable expence, while her hufband was

drudging in the foioke of London, and that Ihe

by no means treated him with that complacency

which is the mod engaging quality in a wife. But

all this is perfedlly compatible with his fondnefs

for her, efpecially when it is remembered that he

had a high opinion of her underftanding, and that

the inopreffion which her beauty, real or imaginary,

had originally made upon his fancy, being conti-

nued by habit, had not been effaced, though fhe

herfclf was doubtlefs much altered for the worfe.

The dreadful fliock of feparation took place in

the night; and he immediately difpatched a letter

to his friend, the Reverend Dr. Taylor, which,

as Taylor told me, expreifed grief in the ftrongeil

manner he had ever read 5 fo tliat it is much to be

regretted it has not been prcfcrved. The letter

was brought to Dr. Tayjor, at his houfc in the

Cloyfters, Weftminfter, about three in the morn-

ing ; and as it fignified an earneft defire to fee him,

he got up, and went to Johnfon as foon as he was

drelfed, and found him in tears and in extreme

agitation. After being a little while together,

Johnfon requefted him to join with him in prayer.

He then prayed extempore, as did Dr. Taylor;

and thus, by means of that piety which was ever

his primary objedl:, his troubled mind was, in fomc

degree, foorhed and compofcd.

The next day he wrote as follows

;

Pa ffg
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To the Reverend Dr. Taylor.

" Dear Sir,

" LET me have your company and in-

llruftion. Do not live away from me. My dif-

trefs is great.

" Pray defire Mrs. Taylor to inform me what

mourning I Ihould buy for my mother and Mifs

Porter, and bring a note in writing with you.

• *' Remember me in your prayers, for vain is

the help of man.

"I am, dear Sir, &c.

March 18, 1752. Sam. Johnson."

That his fufFerings upon the death of his wife

were fevere, beyond what are commonly endured,

I have no doubt, from the information of many
who were then about him, to none of whom F
give more credit than to Mr. Francis Barber, his

feithful negro fervant% who came into his family

* Francis Barber was born in Jamaica, and was brought to

England in 1750 by Colonel Bathurft, father of Johnfon's very

intimate friend. Dr. Bathurft. He was fent, for fome time, to

the Reverend Mr. Jackfon's fchool, at Barton in Yorkfhire.

The Colonel by his will left him his freedom, and Dr. Bathurft

was willing that he ihould enter into Johnfon's fervice, in which

he continued from 1752 till Johnfon's death, with the exception

of two intervals ; in one of which, upon fome difference with

his mafter, he went and ferved an apothecary in Cheapiide, but

Hill vifited Dr. Johnfon occafionally ; in another, when he

took a fancy to go to fea. Fart of the time, indeed, he was,

by the kindnefs of his mafter, at a fchool in Northamptonftiire,

that he might have the advantage of fome karning. . So early

and fo lafting a connexion was there between Dr. Johnfon and

this humble friend,

about
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about a fortnight after the difmal event. Thefe 1752.

fufFerings were aggravated by the melancholy in- ^'x,^^~^f

herent in his conftitunon ; and although he pro-

bably was not oftener in the wrong than fhe was,

in the little dilagreements which fometimes trou-

bled his married flate, during which, he owned to

me, that the gloomy irritability of his exiftence

was more painful to him than ever, he might very

naturally, after her death, be tenderly difpofed to

charge himfclf with flight omiflions and offences,

the fenfe of which would give him much uneafmefs.

Accordingly we find, about a year after her de-

ceafe, that he thus addrefTed the Supreme Being

:

*^ O Lord, who givefl the grace of repentance,

and hearell: the prayers of the penitent, grant that

by true contrition I may obtain forgivenefs of all

the fins committed, and of all duties negleded in

my union with the wife whom thou haft taken from

me; for the negle6t of joint devotion, patient ex-

hortation, and mild inflru6lion^" The kindnels

of his heart, norwithftanding the impetuofity of

his temper, is well known to his friends ; and I

cannot trace the fmallcft foundation for the follow-

ing dark and uncharitable alTertion by Sir John

Hawkins: " The apparition of his departed wife'

was altogether of the tcrrifick kind, and hardly

afforded him a hope that (he was in a ftate of hap-

pincfs*^." That he, in conformity with the opinion •

of many of the moft able, learned, and pious

Chriftians in all ages, fuppofed that there was a

middle ftate after death, previous to die time at*

'
1 :

'•• cia .vjcditutions, p. 19.

•il.tvsKJi.i'kLifc ofjohnfon, p. 3i6#

P 3 which
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^] ^_^' which departed fouls are finally received to eternal

wEtat. 43. felicity, appears, I think, unqueftionably from his

^
. devotions: " And, O Lord, fo far as it may be

lawful in me, I commend to thy fatherly goodnefs

tbe Joiil of my departed mfe ; befeeching thee to

grant her whatever is beft in her prejent Jlate^ and

finally to recei've her to eternal happinefs" ,^^ But this

ftate has not been looked upon with horrour, but

only as Icfs gracious.

He depofited the remains of Mrs. Johnfon in the

church of Bromley in Kent, to which he was pro-

bably led by the refidence of his friend Hawef-

worth at that place. The funeral fermon which

he compofed for her, which was never preached,

but having been given to Dr. Taylor, has been

publiflied fmce his death, is a performance of un-

common excellence, and full of rational and pious

comfort to fuch as are deprefled by that fevere

afBi6lion which Johnfon felt when he wrote it.

When it is confidered that it was written in fuch an

agitation of mind, and in the ihort interval be-

tween her death and burial, it cannot be read with-

out wonder.

From Mr. Francis Barber I have had the fol-

lowing authentick and artlefs account of the fitua-

tion in which he found him recently after his wife':^

death ;
** He was in great ^ffli6lion. Mrs. Wil-

•* liams was then living in his houfe> which was in

" Gough-fquare, He was bufy with the Di6lion-

•• ary. Mr. Shiels, and fome others of the gen-

\ f' llem€n who had formerly written for hino, ufed
k-V

' Pajcrs and Meditations, p. 20.
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^' to tbme about him. He had then little for him- Ks^*
" felf, but frequently fent money to Mi*. Shiels

^E^at'
*' when in diftrels. The friends Vi'ho vifiied him
'^ at that time, were chiefly Dr. Bathurft^ and
" Mr. Diamond, an apothecary in Cork-ftreet,

" Burlington-gardens, with whom he and Mrs.
*^ Williams generally dined every Sunday. There
*^ was a talk of his going to Iceland with him,
^^ which would probably have happened had he

"

'^ lived. There were alfoMr. Cave, Dr. Hawkef-
" worth, Mr. Ryland, merchant on Tower-hill,
*^ Mrs. Mafters the poetefs, who lived with Mr,
^^ Cave, Mrs. Carter, and fometimes Mrs.
'^ Macaulay ; alfo, Mrs. Gardiner, wife of a tal-

^' low chandler on Snow-hill, not in the learned

•' way, but a worthy good woman s Mr. (now
'' Sir Jofhua) Reynolds ; Mr. Millar, Mr. Dodf-
" ley, Mr. Bouquet, Mr. Payne of Paternofter-

" row, bookfellers 5 Mr. Strahan the printer, the
*^ Earl of Orrery, Lord Southwell, Mr. Gar-
'' rick."

Many arc, no doubt, omitted in this* cata-

logue of his friends, and, in particular, his hum-
ble friend Mr. Robert Levet, ap obfcure pradifer

' Dr. Bathurft, thougti a Phyfician of no inconfidcrable me-

rit, had not the good fortune to get much prafticc in London.

He wa«, therefore, willing to accept of employment abroad, and,

to the regret of all who knew him fell a facrificc to the dellruc-

tive climate, in the expedition againft the Havannah. Mr»
Langton recolleds the following pafTagc in a letter from Dr.

Johnfon to Mr. Beauclerfc : " The Havannah is taken;—a COh»

f]ue(l too dearly obtained ; for, Bathurft died before it.

•* /';/c Priumut tanti (§ta^u$ Tfjafmt^'*

P4 'Vi
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in phyfick amongft: the lower people, his fees be^r

ing fomerimes yery fmall fums, fometimes what-

ever provifions his patients could afford him ; but:

pffuch ^xtenfive pradicc in that way, that Mrs.

Williams has told me, his walk was from Houndf-

ditch to Marybone. It appears from Johnfon'^

diary, that their acquaintance commenced about

the year 1746 ; and fuch was Johnfpn's predilection

for him, and fanciful eftimation of his moderate

abilities, that I have heard him fay he fhould not

be fatisfied, though attended by all the College of

Phyficians, unlefs he had Mr. Levet with him.

Ever fince I was acquainted with Dr. Johnfon^

and many years before, as I have been afTured by

thofe who knew him earlier, Mr. Levet had an

apartment in his houfe, or his chambers, and

waited upon him every morning, through the

whole courfe of his late and tedious breakfafb. He
was of a fbrange grotefque appearance, itiff and

formal in his manner, and feldom faid a w^ord while

any company was prefent.

The circle of his friends, indeed, at this time

was extenfive and various, far beyond v/hat has

been generally imagined. To trace his acquaint-

ance with each particular perfon, if it could be

done, would be a taflc, of whicli the labour would

not be repaid by the advantage. But exceptions

are to be made ; one of which muft be a friend fo

eminent as Sir Jofhua Reynolds, who was truly

his duke decus, and with whom he maintained an

..uninterrupted intimacy to the laft hour of his life.

When Johnfon lived in Caftle-ilreet, Cavendifh-

fquare, he ufed frequently to vifit-two ladies, who
^X" lived
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Jived oppofite to him, Mifs Cottrells, daughters

of Admiral Cottrell. Reynolds ufed alfo to vific

there, and thus they met. Mr. Reynolds, as I

have obferved above, had, from the lirfl reading

of his Life of Savage, conceived a very high ad-

miration of Johnfon*s powers of writing. His

converfation no lefs dehghted him ; and he culti-

vated his acquaintance with the laudable zeal of
one who was ambitious of general improvement.

Sir Jofliua, indeed, was lucky enough at their

very firft meeting to make a remark, which was

fo much above the common-place ilyle of conver-

fation, that Johnfon at once perceived that Rey-

nolds had the habit of thinking for himfelf. The
ladies were regretting the death of a friend, to

whom they owed great obligations ; upon which

Reynolds obferved, " You have, however, the

comfort of being relieved from a burthen of gra-

titude." They were (hocked a little at this ille-

viating fuggeftion, as too felfidi j but Johnfon

defended it in his clear and forcible manner, and

was much pleafed with the mind^ the fair view of

human nature, which it exhibited, like fome of

the refiedlions of Rochefaucault. The confequencc

was, that he went home with Reynolds, and flip-

ped with him.

Sir Jofluia told me a pleafmt charaderiftical

anecdote of Johnfon about the time of their fiift

acquaintance. When they were one evening together

he Mifs Cottrells, the then Duchefs of Argylc

and another lady of high rank came in. Johnfon

thinking that the Mifs Cottrellb were too much cn-

groffcd by them, aod tliat he and his friend were

ncgleflcd,
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«752- ntgle(rted, as low company of whom they were

^atTI^! foipcwhat afliamed, grew angry ; and refolving to

fliock their fuppofed pride, by making their great

vifiters imagine that his friend and he were low

indeed, he addreffed himfelf in a loud tone to

Mr. Reynolds, faying, " How much do you think

you and I could get in a week, if we were to

ivork as hard as we could V as if they had been

common mechanicks.

His acquaintance with Bennet Langton, Efq.

of Langton, in Lincolnfhire, another much
valued friend, commenced foon after the conclq-

fion of his Ram.bler, which that gentleman^^ then

a youth;, had read with fo much admiration, that

he came to London chiefly with the view of endea-

vouring to be introduced to its authour. By a

fortunate chance he happened to take lodgings ir^

a houfe where Mr. Levet frequently yifited \ and

having mentioned his wifh to his landlady, fhe in*

troduced him to Mr. Levet, who readily obtained

Johnfon's permifTion to bring Mr. Langton to

him ; as, indeed, Johnfon, during the whole

courfe of his life, had no Ihynefs, real or affe6led,

but was eafy of accefs to all who were properly re-

commended, and even wiflied to fee numbers at

his kvee^ as his morning circle of company might,

with ftri6l propriety, be called. Mr. Langtoq

was exceedingly furprized when the fage firft ap-

peared. He had not received the fmalleil inti-

mation of his figure, drefs, or manner. Fronri

perufing his writings, he fancied he fhould fee a

decent, well-drefl, in fliort, a remarkably deco-

rous philofopher. Inllead of which, down frort\

Z his
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his bed-chamber, about noon, came, as newly ^7J2.

rifen, a huge uncooth figure, with a little dark ^tau 43.
wig which fcarcely covered his head, and his

clothes hanging loofe about him. But his converfa-

tion was (6 rich, fo animated, and fo forcible,

and his religious and political notions fo congenial

with thofe in which Langton had been educated,

that he conceived for him diat veneration and at-

tachment which he ever preferved. Johnfon was

not the lefs ready to love Mr. Langton, for his

being of a very ancient family ; for I have heard

him fay, with pleafure, " Langton, Sir, has a

grant of free warren from Henry the Seconds and

Cardinal Stephen Langton, in King John's reign,

was of this family."

Mr. Langton afterwards went to purfue his ftudies

at Trinity College, Oxford, where he formed an ac-

quaintance with his fellow fludent, Mr. Topham
Beauclerk, who, though their opinions and modes of

life were fo different, that it feemed utterly improba-

ble that they fliould at all agree, had fo ardent a love

ofliterature, fo acute an underilanding, fuch elegance

of manners, and fo well difcerned the excellent

qualities of Mr. Langton, a gentleman eminent

not only for worth and learning, but for an inex-

hauftible fund of entertaining converfatiop, that

they became intimate friends.

Johnfon, foon after this acquaintance began,

palTcd a confiderabk time at Oxford. He at firf^

thought it ftrange diat Langton fhould affociate fo

much with one who had the charadcr of being

joofc, both in his principles and practice ; but, by

degrees^ he himfclf was fafcinaccd. Mr. Beauclerk 's

being
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being of the St. Alban's family, and having, in

JBmTIl, fome particulars, a refenablance to Charles the Se-

cond, contributed, in Johnfon's in:iagination, to

throw a luftre upon his other qualities; and, in a

{hon time, the moral, pious Johnfon, and the gay,

diffipated Beauclerk, were companions. " What
a coalition ! (faid Garrick, when he heard of this;)

J Hiall have my old friend to bail out of the

Round-houfe.*! But I can bear teftimony that it

was a very agreeable alfociation. Beauclerk was

too polite, and valued learning and wit too much,

to offend Johnfon by fallies of infidelity or licen-

tioufnefs ; and Johnfon delighted in the good

qualities of Beauclerk, and hoped to corredt the

evil. Innumerable were the fcenes In which John-

fon was amufed by thefe young men. Beauclerk

could take more liberty with him, than any body

with whom I ever faw him ; but, on the other

hand, Beauclerk was not fpared by his refpedtable

companion, when reproof was proper. Beauclerk

had fuch a propenfity to fatire, that at one time

Johnfon faid to him, ^'You never open your

mouth but with intention to give pain ; and you

have often given me pain, not from the power of

what you faid, but from feeing your intention."

At another time applying to him, with a flight al-

teration, a line of Pope, he faid, " Thy love of

folly, and thy fcorn of fools^—'Every thing thou'

doft fhews the one, and every thing thou fay'ft

the other.'* At another time he faid to him,

" Thy body Is all vice, and thy mind all virtue."

Beauclerk not feeming to relifh the compliment,

Johnfon faid^ " Nay, Sir, Alexander the Great,

3 marching
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marching in triumph into Babylon, could not have

defircd to have had more faid to him."

Johnfon was fome time with Beauclerk at his

houfe at Windfor, where he was entertained with

experiments in natural philofophy. One Sunday,

when the weather was very fine, Beauclerk en-

ticed him, infenfibly, to faunter about all the

morning. They went into a church-yard, in the

time of divine fervice, and Johnfon laid himfelf

down at his eafe upon one of the tomb-ftones.

** Now, Sir, (faid Beauclerk) you are like Ho-
garth's Idle Apprentice." When Johnfon got his

penfion, Beauclerk faid to him, in the humorous

phrafe of Falflaff, " I hope you'll now purge and

live cleanly like a gentleman."

One night when Beauclerk and Langton had

fupped at a tavern in London, and fat till about

three in the morning, it came into their heads to go

and knock up Johnfon, and fee if diey could pre-

vail on him to join them in a ramble. They rap-

ped violendy at the door of his chambers in the

Temple, till at lafl he appeared in his fhirt, with.

his little black wig on the top of his liead, inftead

of a nightcap, and a poker in his hand, imagining,

probably, that fome ruffians were coming to at-

tack him. When he difcovered who they were,

and was told their errand, he fmiled, and with

great good humour agreed to their propofal:

What, is it you, you dogs! I'll have a frifk

with you." He was foon dreft, and they fallicd

forth together into Covcnt-Garden, where the

grccn-groccrs and fruiterers were beginning to ar-

iige their hampers, jull come in from the country.

Johnfon

/>'

JEi&t, 43,
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«752* Johnlbn made fome attempts to help them ; but

\n ^ ^ the honed gardeners ftared fo at his figure and

manner, and odd interference, that he foon faw

his ferviccs were not rehfhed. I'hey then repaired

to one of the neighbouring taverns, and made a

bowl of that liquor called Bijhop, which Johnfon

had always liked; while in joyous contempt of

fieep, from which he had been roufed, he repeated

the feftive lines,

" Short, O fhort then be thy reign,

,

** And give us to the world again 1"

They did not flay long, but walked down to the

Thames, took a boat, and rowed to Billingfgatc.

Beauclerk and Johnfon were fo well pleafed with

their amufement, that they refolved to perfevere

in diffipation for the reft of the day: but Langtoa

defertcd them, being engaged to breakfaft with

fome young Ladies. Johnfon fcolded him for

*^ leaving his focial friends, to go and fit with a

fet of wretched un-idea'd girls." Garrick being

told of this ramble, faid to him fiiiartly, " I heard

of your froiick t'other night. You'll be in the

Chronicle/* Upon which Johnfon afterwards ob-

ferved, " J7^ durft not do fuch a thing. His wifi

would not let him !"

^tat. 44, He entered upon this year 1753 with his ufuat

piety, as appears from the following prayer tran-

fcribed from that part of his diary which he burnt

a few days before his death

:

« Jan. I, 1753, N, S. which I Ihall ufe for

^he future.

<^ Almighty
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" Almighty God, who haft continued my life

to this day, grant that, by the afliftance of thy

Holy Spirit^ I may improve the tinK which thou

ihah grant me, to my eternal iiilvation. Make
me to remember, to thy glory, thy judgements,

and thy tnercies. Make me ib to confider tl\€

lofs of my wife, whom thou haft taken from me,

that it may diipole me, by tiiy grace, to lead the

reHdue of my life in thy fear. Grant this, O
Lord, for J £sxj a Christ's fake* Amenu"

He now relieved the drudgery of his Di(^ionarw

and the mela/icholy of his grief, by taking aa

active part in the compofition of " The Adven-

turer," in which he began to write April lo,

marking his eflays with the fignature T, by which

moft of his papers in that collection are diftin-

guifhed : thofe, however, which have that figna-

ture and alio tliat of MyfargyrwSy were not wrirtea

by hinri, bur, as I fuppofe, by Dr. Raxhiuft. In-

deed JohnJfon's energy of thought and richnefs of
j^-— .-—

^ are ftill more decifive marks than any

fi^ . As a proof of this, my readers, lima-

ginc, will not doubt that No. 39, on flcep, is his;

for it not only ha6 the general texture and colour of

Iris ftyle, but the authours with whom he was pecu-

liarly coavcrlam are readily introduced in it. in cur-

fbry aUufion. The. tranflatioa of a paflage in Sta-

tiu& quoted, in that paper, and marked C. B. has

L)-- -roncouily afcribed to Dr. Bathujft^ whofc

L .1 name was Ricliard. How much diis

iraiabk man adually contributed tQ " The Ad-
venturer,'* cannot be known. Let me add, that

Hawkcfwortii's inoiiations of Johnfon are fomc^

times
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ij^^, times fo happy, that it is extremely difEcultto dif-

V--V—> tinguilli them, with certainty^ from the compofi-
tat. 44.

j.|^j^^ ^£ l^j^ great archetype. Hawkefworth was

his clofeft imitator, a circumflance of which that

writer would once have been proud to be told ;

though, when he had become elated by having

rifen into fome degree of confequence, he, in a

converfation with me, had the provoking effrontery

to fay he was not fenfible of it.

Johnfon was truly zealous for the fuccefs of

"The Adventurer/' and very foon after his en-

gaging in it, he wrote the following letter

To the Reverend Br, Joseph Warton,

"Dear Sir,
*' I OUGHT to have written to you before

now, but I ought to do many things which I do

not; nor can I, indeed, claim any merit from

this letter ; for being defircd by the authours and

proprietor of the Adventurer to look out for ano-

ther hand, my thoughts necefiarily fixed upon

you, whofe fund of literatuFC will enable you to

affifl them, with very little interruption of your

ftudies.

" They defire you to engage to furnifh one pa-

per a month, at two guineas a paper, which you

may very readily perform. We have confidered

that a paper fhould confifl: of pieces of imagination,

pi6tures of life, and difquifitions of literature. The
part which depends on the imagination is very

well fupplied, as you will find when you read the

paper j for dcfcriptions of life, there is now a

treaty
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almoft made with an authour and an authourefs^ 1753,

and the province of cridcifm and literature they ^T'^
—

^

are very defirous to affign 10 the commentator on

Virgil.

«* I hope this propofal will not be rejected, and

that the next poft will bring us your compliance.

I fpeak as one of the fraternity, though I have no

part in the paper, beyond now and then a motto

;

but two of the writers are my particular friends,

and I hope the pleafure of feeing a third united to

them, will not be denied to, dear Sir,

^^ Your mod obedient,

*' And mod humble fervant.**

"March 8, 1753. SaM. JohnSON."

The confcquenCe ofthis letter was, Dn Warton'i

enriching the colledion with leveral admirable

clTays.

Johnfon's faying " I have no part in the paper

beyond now and then a motto," may feem incon-

fiftent with his being the authour of the papers

marked T. But he had, at this time, written

only one number; and befides, even at any after

period, he might have ufed the fame expreflion,

confidering it as a point of honour not to own them;

for Mrs. WiHiams told me that, " as he had given

t^^^^fe Eflays to Dr. Bathuril, who fokl them at two

:ieas each, he never would own them; nay,

he ufed to fay he did not write them : but the fad

was, that he diSfated them, while Bathurfl: wrote.'*

I read to him Mrs. Williams's account; he fmiled,

and faid nothing.

Vol. I. Q^ J-am
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I am not quite fatisfied with the cafuiftry b

which the produ6lions of one perfon are thus pafTed

upon the world for the produ<5lions of another.

I allow that not only knowledge, btit powers and

qualities of mind naay be communicated ; but the

a6lual effect of individual exertion never can be

transferred, v/ith truth, to any other than its ov.n

original caufe. One perfon's child may be made
the child of another perfon by adoption, as among
tlie Romans,, or by the ancient Jewifh mode of a

wife having children borne to her upon her knees,

by her handmaid.. But thefe were children in a

different fenfe from that of nature. It was clearly

nnderflood that they were not of the blood of

their nominal parents. So in literary children, an

authour may give the profits and fame of his com-

pofition to another man^ but cannot make tliat

other the real authour. A Highland gentleman,

a younger branch of a family^ once confuked m,e

if he could not validly purehafe the Chieftainlliip

of his family, from the Chief who was willing to

fell it. I told him it was impofllble for him to ac-

quire, by purchale, a right to be a different perfon

from what he really was v for that the right of

Chieftainfhip attached to the blood of primogeni-

ture, and, therefore, was incapable of being tranf-

ferred. I added, that though Efau fold his birth-

right, or the advantages belonging to it, he ftii]

remained the firft-born of his parents ; and that

whatever agreement a Chief might make with any

of the clan, the Herald*s Office could not admli'

of the metamorphofis, or with any decency atteft
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that the younger was the elder s but I did not con-

vir-ce the worthy gentleman.

Johnfon's papers in the Adventurer are very

fimilar to thofe of the Rambler; but being rather

more varied in their fubjedts, and being mixed

with efTays by other writers, upon topicks more

generally attractive than even the moft elegant

ethical difcourfes, the fale of the work, at firfl:,

was more cxtenfive. Without meaning, however,

to depreciate the Adventurer, I mud obferve, that

as the value of thfc Rambler came, in the progrefs

of time, to be better known, it grew upon the

publick eftimation> and that its fale has far ex-

ceeded that of any other periodical papers fince the

reign of Queen Anne.

In one of the books of his diary I find the fol-

lowing entry

:

" Apr. 3, 1753. I began the fecond vol. of my
Dictionary, room being left in the firfl for Pre-

face, Grammar, and Hillory, none of them yet

begun.

" O God, who haft hitherto fupportcd me, en-

able me to progeed in this labour, and in the whole

talk of my prefent ftate 5 that when I Ihall render

up, at the laft day, an account of the talent com-
mitted to me, I may receive pardon, for the fake

of Jesus Christ. Amen."
He this year favoured Mrs. Lennox with a De-
cation* to the Earl of Orrery, of her " Shakfpearc

liluftratcd."

In 1754 I can trace nothing publifhcd by him, ^tat.4;.

fxccpt his numbers of the Adventurer, and " The
Life of Edwand CavcV' in the Gentleman's

Q^a Magazine
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.^5^4* Magazine for February. In biography there be can

yEtat. 4c. "^ queftion that he excelled, beyond all who have

attempted that fpecies of compofitlon ; upon which,

indeed, he fet the highefl: value. To the minute

feledlion of charadleriftical circumflances, for which

the ancients were remarkable, he added a phllofo-

phical refearch, and the mod perfpicuous and

energetick language. Cave was certainly a man
of eftimable qualities, and was eminently diligent

and fuccefsful in his own bufinefs, which, doubt-

lefs, entitled him to rcfped. But he was peculi-

arly fortunate in being recorded by Johnfon, who,

of the narrow life of a printer and publifber, with-

out any digrefTions or adventitious circumftances,

has made an interelling and agreeable narrative.

The Di6tionary, we may believe, afforded

Johnfon full occupation this year. As it ap-

proached to its conclufion, he probably worked

with redoubled vigour, as feamen increafe their

exertion and alacrity when they have a near pro-

fpe6t of their haven.

Lord Cheflerfield, to whom Johnfon had paid

the high compliment of addrefilng to his Lordfhip

the Plan of his Dictionary, had behaved to him in

fuch a manner as to excite his contempt and indig-

nation. The world has been for many years

amufed with a ftory confidently told, and as con-

'fidently repeated with additional circumftances,

that a fudden difguft was taken by Johnfon upon

occafion of his having been one day kept long in

waiting in his Lordfhip's antechamber, for which

the reafon afTigned was, that he had conjpany with

him i and that at laft, when the door opened, out

walked
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walked Collcy Gibber j and that Johnfon was fo

violendy provoked when he found for whom he

had been fo long excluded, that he went away in

a pafTion, and never would return. I remember

having mentioned this ftory to George Lord Lyt-

tleton, who told me, he was very intimate with

Lord Chefterfield ; and holding it as a well-known

truth, defended Lord Chefterfield, by faying, that

** Cibbcr, who had been introduced familiarly by

the back-ftairs, had probably not been there above

ten minutes." It may feem ftrange even to enter-

tain a doubt concerning a ftory fo long and fo widely

current, and thus implicidy adopted, if not fanc-

tioned, by the authority which 1 have mentioned ;

but Johnfon himfelf aflured me, that there was

not the leaft foundation for it. He told me, that

there never was any particular incident which pro-

duced a quarrel between Lord Chefterfield and him

;

but that his Lordftiip's continued negle6l was the

rcafon why he refolved to have no conncclion with

him. When the Dictionary was upon the eve of

publication. Lord Chefterfield, who, it is faid,

had flattered himfelf with expedlations that Johnfon

would dedicate the work to him, attempted, in a

courtly manner, to footh, and infinuate himfelf

with the Sage, confcious, as it fliould feem, of the

cold indifference with which he had treated its

learned authour j and further attempted to conci-

liate him, by writing two papers in "The World,"

in recommendation of the work ; and it muft be

confcflTcd, that they contain fomc ftudied compli-

ments, fo finely turned, that if there had been no

urcvious offence, it is probable that Johnfon would

0^3 have
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^/7H' have been highly delighted. Praife, in general,

JEtat, 4f . was pleafing to him ; but by praife from a man of

rank and elegant accomplifliments, he was pecu-

liarly gratified,

His Lordfhip fays, ^* I think -the publick in

general, and the republick of letters in particular,

are greatly obliged to Mr. Johnfon, for having un-

dertaken, and executed, fo great and defirable a

work. Perfedtion is not to be expected from man

:

but if we are to judge by the various works of

Johnfon already publifhed, we have good reafon to

believe, that he will bring this as near to perfe6lion

as any man could do. The Plan of it, which he

publifhed fome years ago, feems to me to be ^

proof of it. Nothing can be more rationally ima-

gined, or more accurately and elegantly exprefied,

I therefore recommend the previous perufal of it

to all thofe who intend to buy the Didlionary,

and who, I fuppofe, are ail thofe who can af-

ford it."

f^ It muft be owned, that our language is, at

prefent, in a (late of anarchy, and hitherto, per-

haps, it may not have been the worfe for k. Dur-

ing our free and open trade, many words and ex-

prefTions have been imported, adopted, and natu*

ralized from other languages, v/hich have greatly

^nrich^d our own. Let it ftill preferve what real

ftrength and beauty it may have borrowed from

others i but let it not, like the Tarpeian maid,

be overwhelmed and crufhed by unneceffary orna-

ments. The time for difcrimination feems to be

now come. Toleration, adoption, and naturalization

have
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have run their lengths. Good order and authority i7<;4-

are now neceflary. But where fhali we find them, ^"^^ ^
and, at the fame tinae, the obedience due to them ?

We mud have rccourfe to the old Roman expedient

in times of confufion, and chufe a didtator. Upon
this principle, I give my vote for Mr. Johnfon

to fill that great and arduous poll. And 1 hereby

declare, that I make a total furrender of all my
rights and privileges in the Englifli language, as

a free-born Britifh fubjed, to the faid Mr. John-

fon, during the term of his didatorfhip. Nay
more, I will not only obey him, like an old Ro-
man, as my dictator, but, like a modern Roman,
I will implicitly believe in him as my Pope, and

hold him to be infallible while in the chair, but

no longer. More than this he cannot well require;

for, I prefume, that obedience can never be ex-

pedled, when there is neither terrour to enforce,

nor intereft to invite it."

« *

" But a Grammar, a Didlionary, and a Hiftory

of our Language through its feveral (lages, were

ftill wannng at home, and importunately called

(or from abroad. Mr. Johnfon's labours will now,

I dare fay, very fully fupply that want, and greatly

contribute to the farther fpreading of our language

in other countries. I^earners were difcouraged,

by finding no Aandard to refort to ; and, confe-

quently, thought it incapable of any. They will

now be undeceived and encouraged."

This courtly device failed of its efFctfV. John-

fon, who thought that " all was falic and hollow,"

dcfpifcd the honeyed words, and was even indig-

0^4 nanf
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i754» nant that Lord Cheflcrfield ihould, for a moment,

^tat. 45.
JiTiagme, that he could be the dupe of fuch an ar-

tifice. His expreffion to me concerning Lord
Cheilerfield, upon this occafion, was, " Sir, after

making great profefTions, he had, for many years,

taken no notice of me ; but when my Dictionary

was coming out, he fell a fcribbling in " The World'*

about it. Upon which, I wrote him a letter ex-

prefled in civil terms, but fuch as might fhew him
that I did not mind what he faid or wrote, and

that I had done with him."

This is that celebrated letter of which fo much
has been faid, and about which curiofity has been

fo long excited, without being gratified. I for

many years folicited Johnfon to favour me with a

copy of it, that fo excellent a compofition might

not be loft to pofterity. He delayed from tin\e to

time to give it me ^ -, till at laft in 1 7 8 1 , when
we were on a vifit at Mr. Dilly's, at Southill in

Bedfordfhire, he was pieafed to dictate it to me
from memoiy. He afterwards found among his

papers a copy of it, which he had dictated to Mr.
JBaretti, with its title and corredions, in his own
hand-writing. This he gave to Mr. Langtoni

' Dr. Joh-fcn appeared to have had a remarkable delicacy with

refpeft to the girculation of this letter; for Dr. Douglas, Bifliop

of SaJ-fbury, informs me that having many years ago prefled hin:i

to be allowed to read it to the fecond Lord Hardwicke, who was

very defirous to hear it (promiTrng at the fame time, that r.o

copy of it fhould be taken) Johnfon feemed much pieafed that ;t

had attrafted the attention of a nobleman of fuch a refpedable

character; but after paufing fome time, declined to comply with

the requeft, fa>ing, with a fmile, "No, Sir; I have hurt the

dog too much already;" or words to that purpofe,

3 »^^^^"S
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adding, that if it were to come into print, he

wifhed it to be from that copy. By Mr. Langton's

kindnefs, I am enabled to enrich my work with a

pcrfeft tranfcript of what the world has fo eagerly

defired to fee.

51? the Right Honourable the Earl ofChester?ield,

" My Lord, February 7, 1755.

'^ I HAVE been lately informed, by the pro-

prietor of tlie World, that two papers, in which

my Dictionary is recommended to the publick,

were written by your Lord (hip. To be fo dif-

tinguifhed, is an honour, which, being very little

accuftomed to favours from the great, I know
not well how to receive, or in what terms to ac--

knowledge,

" When, uponfome flight encouragement, I firft

vifited your Lord(hip> I was overpowered, like

the reft of mankind, by the enchantment of your

addrefsj and could not forbear to wifh that I might

boad myfcIf Le vainqueur du vainqueur de la terre i—

•

that I might obtain that regard for which I faw the

world contending; but I found my attendance fo

little encouraged, that neither pride nor modefly

would fufferme to continue it. When I had onco

addrcfied your LordHiip in publick, I had ex-

haufted all the art of pleafing which a retired and

uncourtly fcholar can pofllefs. 1 had done all that

I could J and no man is well plcafcd to have his all

ncglc(5lcd, be it ever fo litiic.

" Seven years, my Lord, have now pad, fincc

I waited in your outward rooms, or was rcpulfed

from
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1754- from your doorj during which time I have been

!S^u~ic. P^^i^g on my work through difficulties, of which

it is ufelefs to complain, and have brought it, at

lail, to the verge of publication, without one a6t

of afiiftance^ one word of encouragement, or

one fmile of favour. Such treatment I did not ex-

pe6l, for I never had a Patron before.

" The fhepherd in Virgil grew at lad acquainted

with Love, and found him a native of the rocks.

*^ Is not a Patron, my Lord, one w^ho looks

with unconcern on a man ftruggling for life in the

water, and, when he has reached ground, encum-

bers him with help ? 1 he notice which you have

been pleafed to take of my labours, had it been

early, had been kinds but it has been delayed till

1 am indifferent, and cannot enjoy itj till I am
folitary, and cannot impart it 9- till I am known>

* The following note is fubjoined by Mr. L;^ngton. " Dr.

Johnfon, when he gave me this copy of his letter, defired that

I would annex to it his information to me, that whereas it is

faid in the letter that * no affiftance has been received/ he did

i;nce receive from Lord Chefterfield the fum of ten pounds; but

as that was fo inconfiderable a fum, he thought the mention of

7t could not proper]}; find place in a letter of the kind that this

>vas/'

- In this palTage Dr. Johnfon evidently alludes to the lofs of

his wife. We iind the fame tender recolledion recurring to hi%

mind upon innumerable occafions ; and, perhaps, no man ever

more forcil^ly tdt the truth of the fentiment fo elegantly ex-

prriTed by my friend iVIr. M^lone, in his Prologue to Mr. Jeph-

fon's iragctiy of *' Jcha ;

** Vain-—wealth, and fame, a«d fortune's fodering care,

*• If no ^otvl hrcHi'l the fplendid bleifmgs fhare

;

*' And, each dnv's buftling pageantry once pail:,

*' There, O-ulv ihcie, our Ulu';; i? {bund at lad/'

and
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and do not want it. I hope it is no very cynical ^754-

afperity not to confcfs obligations where no benefit
'^tat. 45,

has bet n received, or to be unwilling that the pub-

lick I'hould confidtr me as owing that to a Patron,

which Providence has enabled me to do for

myklf.
*< Having carried on my work thus far with fo

litde obligation to any favourer of learning, I fhall

not be difappointed though I fhould conclude it,

if lefs be pofTible, with lefs ; for I have been long

wakened from that dream of hope, in which I

once boalled myfelf with fo much exultation,

« My Lord,

^* Your Lordfhip's mod humble

*^ Moft obedient fcrvant,

" Sam. Johnson'."

«* While this was the talk of the town, (fays Dr.

Adams, in a letter to me) I happened to vifit Dr.

Warburton, who finding that I was acquainted

with Johnfon, defired me earneftly to carry his

compliments to him, and to tell him, that he ho-

noured him for his manly behaviour in rejecting

thefe condcfcenfions of Lord Chefterfield, and for

refenting the treatment he had received from him,

with a proper fpirit. Johnfon was vifibly pleafcd

^ith this compliment, for he had always a high

• Upon comparing this copy with that which Dr. Johnfon dic-

tated to mc from recollection, the variations arc found to be fo

flight, that this muft be added to the many other proofs which

be gave of the wonderful extent and accuracy of his memory.

Ti) gratify the curious in compofilion, I have dcpofited both

Hie copies in the Bntilh Mufcum.

3 Opinion
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^^^734- opinion of Warburton\"—Indeed, the force of

yEtat. 45.
niind which appeared in this letter, was congenial

with that which Warburton himfelf amply pof-

fefTed.

There is a curious minute circumflance which

flruck me, in comparing the various editions of

Johnfon's imitations of Juvenal. In the tenth

Satire, one of the couplets upon the vanity of

wifhes even for literary diflindion flood thus :

*' Yet think what ills the fcholar's life aflail,

" Pride, envy, want, th^ garre^y and the jail.*'

But after experiencing the uneafinefs which Lord
Chefterfield's fallacious patronage made him feel,

he difmifTed the word garret from the fad group,

and in all the fubfequent editions the hne ftands

" Pride, envy, want, th^ Patron;, and the jail,"

That liOrd Cheflerfield muft have been morti-

fied by the lofty contempt, and polite, yet keen

fatire with which Johnfon exhibited him to himfelf

in this letter, it is impoflible to doubt. He,

^ Soon after Edwards's Canons of Criticifm came out, John^

fon was dining at Tonfon the Bookfeller's, with Hayman the

Painter and fome more company. Hayman related to Sir Jofhua

Reynolds, that the converfation having turned upon Edwards's

book, the gentlemen praifcd it much, and johnfon allowed its

merit. But when they went farther, and appeared to put that

authour upon a level with Warburton. ** Nay, (faid Johnfon,) he

has given him fome fmart hits to be fure ; but there is no pro-

portion between the two men -, they muft not be named together.

A fly. Sir, may fting a (lately horfe and make him wince ; but one

is bat an infed, and the other is a horfe ftill,''

however,
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however, with that glofly- duplicity which was his

conftant ftiidy, affeded to be quite unconcerned. jEut. 45*

Dr. Adanns mentioned to Mr. Robert Dodfley

that he was forry Johnfon had written his letter to

Lord Chefterfield. Dodfley, with the true feelings of

trade, faid " he was very forry too; for that he had

a property in the Didlionary, to which his Lord-

fhip's patronage might have been of confequence.**

He then told Dr. Adams, that Lord Chefterfield

had (hewn him the letter. " I (hould have imagined

(replied Dr. Adams) that Lord Chefterfield would

have concealed it/' " Poh ! (faid Dodfley) do
you think a letter from Johnfon could hurt Lord

Chefterfield? Not at all. Sir. It lay upon his

table, where any body might fee it. He read it

to me J faid, * this man has great powers,* pointed

out the fevereft paflages, and obferved how well

they were exprefled." This air of indifi^erence,

which impofed upon the worthy Dodfley, was

certainly nothing but a fpecimen of that diflimu-

lation which Lord Chefterfield inculcated as one of

the moft cfTential leflbns for the condu6t of life.

His Lordftiip endeavoured to juftify himfelf to

Dodfley from the charges brought againft him by

Johnfon; but we may judge of the flimfinefs of

his defence, from his having excufed his negled of

Johnfon, by faying that " he had heard he had

changed his lodgings, and did not know where he

lived i" as if there could have been the fmalleft

'fliculty to inform himfelf of that circumftance, by

inquiring in the literary circle v;ith which his Lord-

lliip was well acquainted, and was, indeed, himfelf

ic of its ornaments.

Dr.
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,-754. Dr. Adams expoftulated with Johnfon, and fug-

^—v~' geftcd, that his not being adnnittcd when he called

^ ' ^* on him, was, probably, not to be imputed to Lord
Chefterfield; for his Lordfhip had declared to

Dodfley, that " he would have turned off the bed

fervant he ever had, if he had known that he denied

him to a man who would have been always more

than welcome;" and, in confirmation of this, he

infilled on Lord Chefterfiekrs general affability

and eafinefs of accefs, efpecially to literary men.
" Sir, (faid Johnfon) that is not Lord Chefterfield;

he is the proudeft man this day exifting." " No,

(faid Dn Adams) there is one perfon, at leaft,

as proud; I think, by your own account, you are

the prouder man of the two*" " But mine (re-

plied Johnfon, inftandy) was defenfive pride."

This, as Dr. Adams well obferved, was one of

thofe happy turns for which he was fo remarkably

ready.

Johnfon having now explicidy avowed his opi-

nion of Lord Chefterfield, did not refrain from ex-

prefTmg himfelf concerning that nobleman with

pointed freedom: " This man (faid he) I thought

had been a Lord among wits ; but, I find, he is

only a wic among Lords 1" And when his Letters

to his natural fon were publiflied, he obferved,

that " they teach the morals of a whore, and the

manners of a dancing mafter\"

The

« 'TlThat colle(5tIon of letters cannot be vindicated from the feri-

ous charge of encouraging, in fome pafiages, one of the vices

mofl deftruflive to the good order and comfort of fociet}^, which

his Lordfiiip reprefcnts as mere fafnionable gallantry ; and, in

others.
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The charader of a " refpedable Hottentot," '7^4-

In Lord Cheflerfield's letters, has been generally ^t^t. 45!

iinderftood to be meant for Johnfon, and I have

no doubt that it was. But 1 remember when the

Literary Proferty of thofe letters was contefted

in the Court of SefTion in Scodand, and Mr-

Henry Dundas ', one of the counfcl for the pro-

prietors, read this character as an exhibition of

Johnfon, Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes,

one of the Judges, maintained, with fome warmth,

that it was not intended as a portrait of Johnfon,

but of a late noble Lord, diflinguifhed for abllrufe

fcience. I have heard Johnfon himfelf talk of

the charadler, and fay that it was meant for George

Lord Lyttelton, in which I could by no means

agree; for his Lordfhip had nothing of that

others, of incolcating the bafc pradice of cHffimuIation, and rc-

comrTiCnding, with difproportionate anxiety, a perpetual atten-

tion to external elegance of manners. But It muft, at the fame

time, be allowed, that they contain many good precepts of con-

duft, and much genuine information upon life and manners, very

happily cxpreflcd ; and that there was confiderabic merit in pay-

ing fo much attention to the improvement of one who was de-

pendent upon his Lordlhip's protedion ; it has, probably, beer*

exceeded in no inftancc by the moft exemplary parent ; and though

I can by no means approve of confounding the diftinftion l^etweea

lawful and illicit offspring, which is, in cffed, infulting the civil

cftabli{hment of our country, to look no higher ; I cannot help

thinking it laudable to be kindly attentive to thofe, of whofc

cxiftcncc wc have, in any wa}', been the caufc. Mr. Stanhope'*

character has been unjuitly reprefcntcd as diametrically oppofite

to what lx)rd Ckcfterficld wifhed him to be. He li.is been called

dull, grof», and aukward ; but I knew him at Drcfdcn, when he

was Knvoy to that court; and though he coulJ not bonft of the

gra^et, hc was, in truth, a (cnfiblc, civil, wcll-hehavcd man,

' Now cnc of his Maje(ly'» principal Secretaries of State.

viglcncc
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1754. violence which is a confpicuous feature in the com-

pofition. Finding that my illuflrious friend could

bear to have it fuppofed that it might be meant for

him, I faid, laughingly, that there was one trait

which unqueftionably did not belong to himj " he

throws his meat any where but down his throat."

** Sir, (faid he,) Lord Chefterfield never faw me
cat in his life."

On the 6th of March came out Lord Boling-

broke*s works, publifhed by Mr. David Mallet*

The wild and pernicious ravings, under the name

of " Philofophy," which were thus ufhered into

the world, gave great offence to all well-princi-

pled men. Johnfon, hearing of their tendency,

which nobody difputed> was roufed with a juft in-

dignation, and pronounced this memorable fen-

tence upon the noble authour and his editor. " Sir,

he was a fcoundrel, and a coward : a fcoundrel,

for charging a blunderbufs againft religion and

morality ; a coward, becaufe he had not rcfol'ution

to fire it off himfelf, but left half a crown to a beg-

garly Scotchman, to draw the trigger after his

death !" Garrick, who I can atteft from my own

knov;ledge, had his mind feafoned with pious re-

verence, and fincerely difapproved of the infidel

writings of feveral, whom, in the courfe of his al-

moft univerfal gay intercourfe with men of emi-

nence, he treated with external civiHty, dillin-

guifhed himfelf upon this occafion. Mr. Pelham

having died on the very day on which Lord Bo-

lingbroke's works came out, he wrote an elegant

Ode on his death, beginning

« Lee
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*"^ Let others hail the rifing fun,

<' I bow to that whofe courfe is run.'*

in which is tlie following flanza

:

" The fame fad morn to church and flatc

'^ (So for our fins *twas fix'd by fate,)

" A double ilroke was given
;

*^ Black as the whirlwinds of the North,
*' St. John's fell genius ilTued forth,

" And Pelham fled to heaven."

Johnfon this year found an interval of leifure to

make an excurfion to Oxford, for the purpofe of

confuiting the libraries there. Of this, and of

many interefting circumflances concerning him,

during a part of his life when he converfed but lit-

tle with the world, I am enabled to give a particu-

lar account, by the liberal communications of

the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton, who oblig-

ingly furnifhed me with feveral of our common
friend's letters, which he illuftrated with notes.

Thefc I ihall infert in their proper places.

To the Rnrrend Mr\ Thomas WARTo^f.

"Sir,

"IT is but an ill return for the book with

..iiich you were pleafed to favour mc ', to have de-

layed my tlianks for it till now. I am too apt to be

negligent j but 1 can never deliberately flicw my

» •' Ohfcivations on Spcnfcr's Fairy Queen, the firft editIo»

1 was now juft publifticd."

r....I. R difrcfpcft
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difrcfpedl to a man of your chara(5ler : and I noW
pay you a very honeft acknowledgement, for the

advancement of the literature of our native coun-

try. You have fliewn to all, who fhall hereafter

attempt the fludy of our ancient authours, the

way to fuccefs ; by diredling them to the perufal

of the books which thofe authours had read. Of
this method, Hughes^ and men much greater

than Hughes, feem never to have thought. The
reafon why the authours, which are yet read, of

the fixteenth century, are fo little underftood, is,

that they are read alone ; and no help is borrowed

from thofe who lived with them, or before them.

Some part of this ignorance I hope to remove by

my book^, which now draws towards its end;

but which I cannot finifli to my mind, without

vifiting the libraries of Oxford, which 1, therefore,

hope to fee in a fortnight*^. I know not how long

I fhall flay, or where I Ihall lodge : but fhall be

fure to look for you at my arrival, and we fhall

eafily fetde the reft. I am, dear Sir,

" Your moft obedient, &c.

" [London] July i6, 1754. Sam. JohNSOn/'

Of his converfation while at Oxford at this time,

Mr. Warton preferved and communicated to

me the following memorial, which, though not

written with all the care and attention which that

"*' Hughes publifhed an edition of Spenfer,'*

5 " His Diaicnary."

® ** He came to Oxford within a fortnight, and flayed about

five weeks. He lodged at a houfe called Kettel-hall, near Tri-

nity College. But during this vifit at Oxford, he colleded no*

thing in the libraries for his Di^onary." 1

- learned
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learned and elegant writer bellowed on thofe com- '7 54-
^

pofitions which he intended for the publick eye, is ^tat. 45.

fo happily exprelTed in an eafy ftyle, that 1 fhould

injure it by any alteration

;

"When Johnfon canne to Oxford in 1754, the

long vacation was beginning, and nnoft people

were leaving the place. This was the firft tinne

of his being there, after quitting the Univerfity.

The next morning after his arrival, he wiflied to

fee his old College, Pembroke, I went with him.

He was highly pleafed to find all the College-fer-

vants which he had left there (till remaining, par-

ticularly a very old butler j and exprefTed great fa-

tisfadion at being recognifed by them, and con-

verfed with them familiarly. He waited on the

mailer. Dr. Radchffc, who received him very

coldly. Johnfon at lead expe6led, that the mailer

would order a copy of his Di6lionary, now near

publication : but the mafter did not choofe to talk

on the fubjei^, never afked Johnfon to dine, nor

even to vifit him, while he (laycd at Oxford. After

we had left the lodgings,- Johnfon faid to me,
* There lives a man, who lives by the revenues of

literature, and will not move a linger to fupport it.

If I come to live at Oxford, 1 fliall take up my
abode at Trinity.' We then called on the Reve-

rend Mr. Meeke, one of the fellows, and of John-

fon's (landing. Here was a mod cordial greeting

on both fides. On leaving him, Johnfon faid,

* } ufed to think Meeke had excellent parts, when
we were boys togrr^'*- : the Collcf^e: bur ?1' '

* Loft in a convent's folitary gloom !

R 2 * I remember.
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* I remember, at the clafllcal ledture in the Hal],

I could not bear Meeke's fuperiority, and I tried

to fit as far from him as I could, that I might not

hear him conilrue/

** As we were leaving the College, he fald,

' Here 1 tranflated Pope's MefTiah. Which do

you think is the beft line in it ? My own favour-

ite is,

^ Fallis aro7naticas fiindit Saronica nuhes,'

I told him, I thought it a very fonorous hexameter.

"I did not tell him, it was not in the Virgilian ftyle.

He much regretted that his Jirji tutor was dead j

for whom he feemed to retain the greateft regard.

He faid, ' I once had been a whole morning flid-

ing in Chrifl-Church Meadow, and miffed his

le6ture in logick. After dinner, he fent for me
to his room. I expe6led a lliarp rebuke for my
idlenefs, and went with a beating heart. When
we were feated, he told me he had fent for me to

drink a glafs of wine with him, and to tell mie, he

was not angry with me for miffing his ledlure.

This was, in fa6l, a moft fevere reprimand. Some
more of the boys were then fent for, and we fpent

a very pleafant afternoon.' Befides Mr. Meeke,

there was only one other Fellow of Pembroke now

refident : from both of whom Johnfon received the

greatefl civilities during this vifit, and they preffed

him very much to have a room in the College.

" In the courfe of this vifit (i754j) Johnfon

and I walked, three or four times, to Ellsfield,

a village beautifully fituated about three miles

from Oxford^ to fee Mr. Wife, Radclivian librarian,

3 with



Dr. JOHNSON. 245

with whom Johnfon was much pleafed. At this »7^"4-

place, Mr. Wife had fitted up a houfe and gardens,
^^^tan 4-.

in a fingular manner, but with great tafte. Here

was an excellent library ; particularly, a valuable

colle<5tion of books in Northern literature, with

which Johnfon was often very bufy. One day Mr.

Wife read to us a diflertation which he was prepar-

ing for the prefs, intitled, 'A Hiftory and Chro-

nology of the fabulous Ages.* Some old divinities of

Thrace, related to the Titans, and called the CAsrRr,

made a very important part of the theory of this

piece ', and in converfation afterwards, Mr. Wife

talked much of his Cabiri. As we returned to

Oxford in the evening, I out-walked Johnfon, and

he cried out Siifflaminay a Latin word which came
from his mouth with peculiar grace, and was as

much as to fay. Put on your drag chain. Before

we got home, 1 again walked too faft for him j and

he now cried out, * Wliy, you walk as if you were

purfucd by all the Cabiri in a body.' In an

evening, we frequently took long walks from Ox-
ford into the country, returning to fupper. Once,

in our way home, we viewed the ruins of the

abbies of Ofeney and Rewley, near Oxford. After

at lead half an hour's filence, Johnfon faid, * I

iewed them with indignation !* We had then a

long converfation on Gothick buildings; and in

talking of the form ofold halls, he faid, * In thefe

halls, the fire place was anciently always in the

middle of the room, till the Whigs removed it on

ne fide.*—About this time there had been an exe-

cution of two or three criminals at Oxford on a

Monday. Soon afterwards, one day at dinner, 1

K 3 was
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was faying that Mr. Swinton the chaplain of the

itat' 4.C S^^^j ^^^ ^^^^ ^ frequent preacher before the Uni-

verfity, a learned man, but often thoughtlefs and

abfent, preached the condennnation-fernnon on re-

pentance, before the convi6ls, on the preceding

day, Sunday: and that in the clofe he told his

audience, that he fhould give them the remainder

of what he had to fay on the fubjed, the next

Lord's Day. Upon which, one of our company,

a Dodor of Divinity, and a plain matter-of-fadl-

man, by way of offering an apology for Mr.

Swinton, gravely remarked, that he had probably

preached the fame fermon before the Univerfity

:

* Yes, Sir, (fays Johnfon) but the Univerfity were

not to be hanged the next morning.'

" I forgot to obferve before, that when he left

Mr. Meeke, (as 1 have told above) he added,

* About the fame time of life, Meeke was left be-

hind at Oxford to feed on a Fellowfhip, and T went

to London to get my living: now. Sir, fee the dif-

ference of our literary characters 1"

The following letter was written by Dr. Johnfon

to Mr. Chambers, of Lincoln College, now Sir

Robert Chambers, one of the Judges in India ^:

^0 Mr, Chambers of Lincoln College.

" Dear Sir,

" THE commifTion which I delayed to

trouble you with at your departure, I am now

obliged to fend you ; and beg that you will be lo

7 Communicated by the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton, who

had the original.

kind
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kind as to carry it to Mr. Warton, of Trinity, to ^H5'

whom 1 fhould have written immediately, but that j£^^^^
I know not if he be yet come back to Oxford.

" In the Catalogue of MSS. of Gr. Brit, fee

vol. I. pag. 18. MSS. Bodl, Martyrium xv.

martyrumjuh JuUanOy auSfore Thsophyla^o.

^' It is defired that Mr. Warton will inquire,

and fend word, what will be the coft of tranfcrib-

ing this manufcript.

" Vol. II. pag. 32. Num. 1022. 58. Coll.

Nov.

—

Ccmmentaria in A5la ApoftoL—Comment, in

Septem Epijlolas Catholicas,

He is defired to tell what is the age of each of

thefe manufcripts : and what it will cod to have a

tranfcript of the two firft pages of each.

" If Mr. Warton be not in Oxford, you may
try if you can get it done by any body elfe^ or

ftay till he comes, according to your own conve-

nience. It is for an Italian literato,

" The anfwer is to be direded to his Excel-

lency Mr. Zon, Venetian Refident, Soho-fquare,

*' I hope, dear Sir, that you do not regret the

change of London for Oxford. Mr. Baretti is

well, and Mifs Williams* j and we fhall all be glad

to hear from you, whenever you (hall be fo kind

as to write to. Sir,

*' Your moft humble fcrvant,

*' Nov. 21, 17^4. Sam. Johnson."

The

• " I prdumc (he was a relation of Mr. Zachariah WlUiams,

! o died in his eighty-third year, July 12, 1755. When Dr.

hnfon was with mc at Oxford, in 1755, he gave to the Bod-

;an Library a ihin quarto of twenty-one pages, a work in Ita-
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*754» The degree of Matter of Arts, which, it has

Mdt. 4c. ^^^^ obferved, could not be obtained for him at

an early period of his life, was now confidered as

an honour of confiderable importance, in order to

grace the title-page of his Didlionary; and his

chara6ler in the literary world being by this time

defervedly high, his friends thought that if proper

exertions were made, the Univerfity of Oxford

would pay him the compliment,

"To the Reverend Mr, Thomas Warton.

" Dear Sir,

*^ I AM extremely obliged to you and to Mr,

Wife, for the uncommon care which you have

taken of my intereft^: if you can accompliih your

kind defign, 1 fnall certainly take me a little habi-

tation among you,

lian, with an Engllfh tranflation on the oppofite page. The
Englifh title-page is thjs : * An Account of an Attempt to afcer-

tain the Longitude at Sea, by an exaft Variation of the Magneti-

/pal Needle, &c. By Zachariah Williams. London, printed

for Dodiley, i755»' The Englifh tranflation, from the ftrongeft

internal marks, is unqueftionably the work of Johnfon. In a

blank leaf, Johnfon has written the age, and time of death, of the

^uthour Z. Williams, as I have faid above. On another blank leaf,

is pafted a paragraph from a news-paper, of the death and cha-

rafter of Williams, which is plainly written by Johnfon. He
was very anxious about placing this book in the Bodleian : and,

for fear of any omiffion or miftake, he entered, in the great Cata-

logue, the title-page of it, with his own hand."

® '* In procuring hira^ the degree of Mailer of Arts by diplom*^

at Oxford/'

(t(The
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'^ The books which I promifed to Mr. Wile ', 175:4..

I have not been able to procure : but I fhall fend ^^^^
'

him a Finnick Di6lionary, the only cony, perhaps,

in England, which was prefcnted me by a learned

Swede: but I keep it back, that it may make a

fet of my own books of the new ediiion, with

which I (hall accompany it, more welcome. You
will aflure him of my gratitude.

" Poor dear Collins* !—Would a letter give hlrn

any pleafure ? I have a mind to write.

" 1 am glad of your hindrance in your Spenfe-

rian defign \ yet I would not have it delayed.

Three hours a day ftolen from fleep and amufe-

ment will produce it. Let a Servitour"^ tranfcribc

the quotations, and interleave them with references,

to fave time. This will fhorten the work, and

lefien the fatigue.

" Can I do any thing to promoting the diploma?

I would not be wanting to co-operate with your

kindnefs; of which, whatever be the effcfl, %

fhall be, dear Sir^

<^ Your moft obliged, &c.
" "London,] Nov. 28, 1754. SaM, JoHNSOn/*

• " Lately fellow of Trinity College, and at this time Rad-

clivian librarian, at Oxford. He was a man of very confiderablc

learning, and eminently Ikilled in Roman and Anglo-Saxon anti-

quities. He died in 1767."

2 •* Collins (ihc poet) was at this time at Oxford, on a vifit

Mr. Wanon; but labouring under the moft deplorable lan-

guor of body, and dejection of mind.'*

' ** Of publiDiing a volume of Obfervations on the beft of

S[)cnfcr's works. It was hindered by my talcing pupils in this

College."

^ " Voung (kidcnci of the lowcft faok at Oxford are fq
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'To the fame.

«^ Dear Sir,

" I AM extremely fenfible of the favour done

me, both by Mr. Wife and yourfelf The book*

cannot, I think, be printed in lefs than fix weeks,

nor probably fo foon ; and I will keep back the

title-page, for fuch an infertion as you fecm to

promife me. Be pleafed to let me know what

money I ihall fend you, for bearing the expence of

the affair : and I will take care that you may have

it ready at your hand.

*^ I had lately the favour of a letter from your

brother, with fome account of poor Collins, for

whom I am much concerned. I have a notion,

that by very great temperance, or more properly

^bllinence, he may yet recover.

*^ There is an old Englifli and Latin book of

poems by Barclay, called ' The Ship of Fools/

at the end of which are a number of Eglogues, fo

he writes it, from Egloga, which are probably the

firfl in our language. If you cannot find the book,

I will get Mr. Dodiley to fe;id it you.

" I Ihall be extremely glad to hear from you

again, to know if the affair proceeds ^ I have

mentioned it to none of my friends, for fear of

being laughed at for my difappointment.

" You know poor Mr. Dodfley has loft his

wife 3 I believe he is much affedted. I hope

5 « His Diaionary.''

* " Of the degree at Oxfard,^*

he
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he will not fuffer fo much as I yet fufTer for the '754*

lofsofmine. ^SIIT^

I have ever fince feemed to myfelf broken off from

mankind} a kind of folitary wanderer in the wild

of life, without any diredlion, or fixed point of

view : a gloomy gazer on a world to which I have

little relation. Yet I would endeavour, by the

help of you and your brother, to fuppjy the want

of clofer union, by friendfhip: and hope to have

long the pleafure of being, dear Sir,

" Mod affectionately your's,

*' [London,] Dec. 21, 17^4. SaM. JohnSON.*'

In 1755 we behold him to great advantage ; his -^tzt. 46^

degree of Mafter of Arts conferred upon him, his

Dictionary publifhed, his correlpondence ani-

mated, his benevolence exercifed.

Tp the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton.

** Dear Sir,

" I WROTE to you fome weeks ago, but

believe did not direCl accurately, and therefore

know not whether you had my letter. I would,

likewifc, write to your brother, but know not

where to find him. I now begin to fee land, after

having wandered, according to Mr. Warburton's

phrafe, in this vaft fea of words. What reception

I fhall meet with on the fhore, I know not;

whether

4
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»7?5r« whether the found of bells, and acclaniatlons of

^tat. 46.
^^^ people, which Ariofto talks of in his laft Canto,

or a general murmur of diflike, I know not;

whether I fhall find upon the coaft a Calypfo that

will court, or a Polypheme th.^t will refill. But
if Polypheme comes, have at his eye. I hope,

however, the criticks will let me be at peace ; for

though I do not much fear their fkill and ftrength,

I am a little afraid of myfelf, and would not wil-

lingly feel fo much ill-will in my bofom as literary

quarrels are apt to excite.

" Mr. Barretti is about a work for which he is

in great want of Crefcimbeni, which you may have

again when you pleafe.

** There is nothing confiderable done or doing

among us here. We are not, perhaps, as inno-

cent as villagers, but moil of us feem to be as idle.

I hope, however, you are bufyj and fhould be

glad to know what you are doing.

I am, deareft Sir,

" Your humble fervant,

t« [London,] Feb. ^^ 1755:, Sam, JohnsOn/*

To the fame,

*^ Dear Sir,

" I RECEIVED your letter this day, with

great fenfe of the favour that has been done me^i
for which I return my moil fincere thanks : and

** His degree had now paft, according to the ufual form,

the fufFrages of the heads of Colleges ; but was not yet finally

granted by the Univerfity., It wa^ carried without a fmgle dif-

^tient vpicQ."

entreat
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entreat you to pay to Mr. Wife fuch returns as I i7?5-

ought to make for fo much kindnels fo little de- ^^^^ ^^

" I fent Mr. Wife the Lexicon, and afterwards

tvrote to him; but know not whether he had either

the book or letter. Be fo good as to contrive to

enquire.

" But why does my dear Mr. Warton tell mc
nothing of himfelf ? Where hangs the new vo-

lume " ? Can I help ? Let not the pafl labour

be loft, for want of a little more : but fnatch what

time you can from the Hall, and the pupils, and

the coffee-houfe, and the parks, and complete

your defign. I am, dear Sir, &c.

" [London,] Feb. 4, 1755. SaM. JohNSON."

To the fame,

*' Dear Sir,

" I HAD a letter laft week from Mr. Wife,

but have yet heard nothing from you, nor know

in what (late my affair Hands 'j of which I beg you

to inform me, if you can, to-morrow, by the re-

turn of the pod.

^^Mr. Wife fends mc word, that he has not had

the Finnick Lexicon yet, which I fent fome time

ago; and if he has it not, you muil enquire

lifter it. However, do not let your letter (lay for

that.

" Your brother, who is a better correfpondcnt

than you, and not much better, fends me wor^

• «' On Spenfcr." » •' Of the degree."

that
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that your pupils keep you in College : but do they

keep you from writing too ? Let them, at leaft,

give you time to write to, dear Sir,

" Your moft affedlionate, Sec.

** [London,] Feb. 13, 1755. Sam. JohnSOn/'

Ti the fame.

" Dear Sir,

" Dr. King * was with me a few minutes

before your letter j this, however, is the firft in-

ftance in which your kind intentions to me have

ever been fruftrated ^. I have now the full efFed

of your care and benevolence j and am far from

thinking it a flight honour, or a fmall advantage

;

fince it will put the enjoyment of your converfa-

tion more frequently in the power of, dear Sir,

" Your mofl obliged and afFedtionate

" Sam. Johnson."

^^ P. S. I have enclofed a letter to the Vice-

Chancellor', which you will read 3 and, if you like

it, feal and give him.

[" London,] Feb. 175^*"

As the publick will doubtlefs be pleafcd to fee

the whole progrefs of this well-earned academical

" *' Principal of Saint Mary Hall at Oxford. He brought

with him the diploma from Oxford."

* " I fuppofe Johnfon means that my ki/id inte?ition of being

th^jirji to give him the good news of the degree being granted

was frujirated^ becaufe Dr. King brought it before my intelli-

gence arrived."

3 * Dr. Huddesford, Prefident of Trinity College."

honour.
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honour, I fhall infert the Chancellor of Oxford's '755-

letter to the Univerfity ^ the diploma, and John- JEui, ^.
fon's letter of thanks to the Vice-Chancellor.

To the Reverend Dr, Huddesford, Vice-Chan-

cellor of the Univerfity cf Oxford ; to he commu-

nicated to the Heads cf Houfes, and prcpofed in

Convocation.

" Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gentlemen,

'' Mr. Samuel Johnson, who was for-

merly of Pembroke College, having very emi-

nently diftinguifhed himfelf by the publication of

a feries of cflays, excellently calculated to form the

manners of the people, and in which the caufe of

religion and morality is every where maintained by

the ftrongeft powers of argument and language,

and who fhortly intends to pubiifh a Dictionary

of the Englifh Tongue, formed on a new plan,

and executed with the greateft labour and judge-

ment; I perfuade myfelf that I fhall aft agreea-

bly to the fentiments of the whole Univerfity, in

defiring that it may be propofed in convocation to

confer on him the degree of Mafler of Arts by

diploma, to which I readily give my* confent

;

and, am,

** Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gendemen,

" Your afFeflionate friend and fervant,

" Gfofvcnor-ftrcct, Feb. 4, 1755. ArrAN."

Extradcd from the Convocaiion-Rcgiftcr, Oxford.

" Diploma
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17<;^. tenn.S<^5.

t, - V -,,.* Hilarii. " DiPLOMA MaGISTRI JOHNSOW*
iStat. 46. 1755*

« CANCELLARIUS, Magiftri et Scholares

Univerfitatis Oxonienfis omnibus ad quos hoc prefens

Jcriptum fervenerit^ Jalutem in 'Domino fempiternam,

^^ Cum eum in finem gradus academici a majoribus

fioftris inftituti fuerint,, ut viri ingenio et doBrina

pra^Jlantes titulis quoque prater cateros infignirentur ;

cumque vir dovliffimus Samuel John/on e Collegia Pern-

hrochienfi^ fcriptisfuis popularium mores informantibiis

diidum literat orbi innotuerit j quin et linguae patria

turn ornandce tumjlabiliendie (Lexicon fcilicet Angli-

canum Jummo Jiudio, Jummo a fe judicio congeftiim

propedietn editurus) etiam nunc utilijftmam impendat

operam ; Nos igitur Cancellarius, Magiftri, et Scholares

antedi5ii, ne virum de Uteris humanioribus optime

meritum diutius inhonoratum pratereamuSy in Jblenni

Convocatione BoSforurdy Magiftrorum^ Regentium, et

fton Rege7itiumy decinio die Menfis Februarii Anno

Domini Millefimo Septingenteffimo ^inquagefimo quinto

habitdy prafatum virum Samuelem Johnfon (coyifpiran-

tibus omnium Juffragiis) magiftrum in artibus re-

nunciavimus et conftituimus -, eumque, virtute prajeyitts

diplomatisy fmgulis juribus privilegiis et honoribus ad

iftum gradum quaqua pertinentibus frui et gander

e

jujfimus.

" In ^ujus 7'ei tejlimonium figillum Univerjitath

Oxonienfis prafentibus apponifecimus.

" Datum in Domo noftra Convocationis die 20'

Menfis Feb, Anno Dom, pradiolo,

" Diploma
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** Diplomafupra fcriptum per Regijirarium kSfum ' i-jss*

erat, et ex decreto venerabilis Domus cofnmum Uni* V.^ ' /

verfttatis ftgillo muniium^'*

DOM. DOCTORI HUDDESFORD, OxONIENSIS ACA-
DEMIC Vice-Cancellario.

« INGRA'fUS plane et tihi et mihi videar^ niji

quanta me gaudlo affecerinty quos nuper mihi honores

(te credo au5lore) decrevit Senatus Academicus^

literarum^ quo tamen nihil leviusy officio^ fignificem :

ingratus etiam, nift comitatem^ qua vir eximius^ mihi

veftri teftimonium amoris in manus tradidit, agnofcam

et laudem. Si quid eft unde rei tarn gratx accedat

gratia^ hoc ipjo magis mihi placet^ quod eo tempore in

ordines Academicos denuo cooptatiis fim^ quo tuam

imminuere au^foritatem, famamque Oxonii ladere,

cmnibus modis conantur homines vafriy nee tamen aciiti:

quibus egOy prout viro umbratico licuityfeynper reftttiy

Jemper reftiturus, ^i enim, inter has rerum pro^

cellaSy vel Tibi vel Academic defuerity ilium virtuti ct

Uteris, fibique et pofteris^ defuturum exiftimo.

" S. Johnson."

To the Reverend Mr, Thomas Warton.

" Dear Sir,

" AP'TF.R I received iny diploma, I wrote

you a letter of thanks, with a letter to the Vice-

Chancellor, and fcnt another to Mr. Wife j but

• The original is in my poflcffion.

•^ Wc may conceive what a high gratification it muft have been

to Johnfon to receive his diploma from the hands of the great

Du Ki ff G, whofe principles were fo congenial wit^ bis own.

Vol. I. S have
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'7^£* have heard from nobody fince, and begin to think

iEtat. 46. rnyfelf forgotten. It is true, I fent you a douWe
letter, and you may fear an expenfive corre-

fpondent; but I would have taken it kindly, if you

had returned it treble : and what is a double letter

to a fetty king^ that \\2iY\ng fellowjhip andfines^ can

fleep without a Modus in his head"^ F

" Dear Mr. Warton, let me hear from you,

and tell me fomething, I care not what, fo I hear

it but from you. Something I will tell you :—
I hope to fee my Diftionary bound and lettered,

next week ;

—

vafid mole Juperhus, And I have a

great mind to come to Oxford at Eafler ; but you

will not invite me. Shall I come uninvited, or

Hay here where nobody perhaps would mifs me if

I went ? A hard choice ! But fuch is the world to,

dear Sir,

Your, &c.
** [lofidon] March 20, 1755. Sam. Johnson/*

"

I'o the fame,

" P.^AR Sir,

"THOUGH not to write, when a man
can write fo well, is an offence fufficiently heinous,

yet I iliall pafs it by. I am very glad that the

Vice-Chancellor was pleafed with my note. I

ihall impatiently exped you at London, that we

may confider what to do next. I intend in the

winter to open a Bihliotheque^ and remember, that

you are to fubfcribe a flieet a year 3 let us try,

7 «« The words in Italicks are allufions to pafTages in Mr.
Warton's poem, called * The Progress of Discontent,'

now latel/ publilhcd,"

' likewife.
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likewife, if we cannot perfuade your brother to fub-

fcribe another. My book is now coming in luminis

eras. What will be its fate I know not, nor think

much, becaufe thinking is to no purpofe, It muft
ftand the cenfure of the great vulgar and the/mall-,

of thofe that underfland it, and that underftand it

not. But in all this, I fuffer not alone: every

writer has the fame difficulties, and, perhaps,

every writer talks of them more than he thinks.

" You will be pleafed to make my compli-

ments to all my friends : and be fo kind, at every

idle hour, as to remember, dear Sir,

" Your, &c.

•* [London,] March 25, 1755. SaM. Joi^NSON."

Dr. Adams told me, that this fcheme of a Bib-

liotheque was a ferious one : for upon his vifiting

him one day, he found his parlour floor covered

with parcels of foreign and Englifh literary jour-

nals, and he told Dr. Adams he meant to undertake

a Review. " How, Sir, (faid Dr. Adams,) can you

think of doing it alone ? All branches of know-

ledge mud be confidercd in it. Do you know
Mathematicks ? Do you know Natural Hif-

tory ?" Johnfon anfwered, '^ Why, Sir, I mud
do as well as I can. My chief purpofe is to give

my countrymen a view of what is doing in litera-

ture upon the continent ; and I fhall have, in a good

mcafurc, the choice of my fubjed:, for I lliall fe-

ledt fuch books as I bcfl: underftand." Dr. Adams
fuggeftcd, that as Dr. Maty had juft then finiflied

his Billiotheqiu Britamiique, which was a well-exe-

cuted work, giving foreigners an account of Britifli

S ^ publications
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publications, he might, with great advantage,

afTume him as an afliftant. " ft, (faid Johnfon,)

the little black dog! I'd throw him into the

Thames.'* The fcheme, however, was dropped.

In one of his little memorandum-books I find

the following hints for his intended Review or

Literary Journal :
" The Annals of Literature^ fo-

reign as well as domeflick. Imitate Le Clerk-
Bayle—Barbeyrac. Infelicity of Journals in Eng-
land. Works of the learned. We cannot take

in all. Sometimes copy from foreign Journalifts.

Always tell."

^0 Dr. Birch.

"Sir, March 29, 1755.

" I HAVE fent fome parts of my Didlionary,

fuch as were at h^nd, for your infpeftion. The
favour which I big is, that if you do not hke them

you will fay nothing. I am. Sir,

'^ Your mbft afFedtionate humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson,"

^Q Mr, Samuel Johnson.

« Sir, Norfolk-ftreet, April 23, 1755.

"THE part of your Di<5lionary which you

have favoured me with the fight of has given me
fuch an idea of the whole, that I moft fincerely

congratulate the publick upon the acquifition of a

work long wanted, and now executed with an in-

duflry, accuracy, and judgement, equal to the im-

portance of the fubjedb. You might, perhaps,

have chofen one in which your genius would have

appeared to mors advantage 5 but you could not

have
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hare fixed upon any other in which your labours i75^

would have done fuch fubflantial fervice to the pre- ^^
Tent age and to pofterity. I am glad that your

health has fupported the appHcation neceflary to

the performance of fo vaft a tafk ; and can under-

take to promife you as one (though perhaps the

only) reward of it, the approbation and thanks of

every well-wifher to the honour of the Englifh lan-

guage. I am, with the greateft regard. Sir,

" Your moft faithful

" And moft affedionate humble fervant

"Tho. Birch."

Mr. Charles Burney, who has fince diftinguifhed

himfelf fo much in the fcience of Mufick, and

obtained a Doctor's degree from the Univerfity of

Oxford, had been driven from the capital by bad

health, and was now refiding at Lynne Regis, in

Norfolk. He had been fo much delighted with

Johnfon's Rambler, and the Plan of his Di6tionary,

that when the great work was announced in the

news-papers as nearly finifhed, he wrote to Dr.

Johnfon, begging to be informed when and in

what manner his Di6lionary would be publifhed

;

intreating, if it Ihould be by fubfcription, or

he Ihould have any books at his own difpofal,

to be favoured with fix copies for himfelf and

friends.

In anfwcr to this application. Dr. Johnfon wrote

the following letter, of which (to ufe Dr. Burney's

own words) " if it be remembered that it was writ-

ten to an obfcure young man, wiio at diis time

had not much diftinguifhed himfelf even in his

S 3 own



THE LIFE OF
own profeflion, but whofe name could never have

reached the authour of The Rambler, the polite^

nefs and urbanity naay be oppofed to fome of the

ftories which have been lately circulated of Dn
Johnfon's natural rudenefs and ferocity."

I'd Mr. BuRNEY, /;/ Lynne Regis, Norfolk^

"Sir,

"IF you imagine that by delaying my an-

fwer I intended to fhew any negledt of the notice

with which you have favoured me, you will neither

think juftly of yourfelf nor of me. Your civilities

were offered with too much elegance not to engage

attention ; and I have too much pleafure in pleaf-

ing men like you, not to feel very fenfibly the

diftindion which you have bellowed upon me.

" Few confequences of my endeavours to pleafe

or to benefit mankind have delighted me more than

your friendfhip thus voluntarily offered, which

now I have it I hope to keep, becaufe I hope to

continue to deferve it.

" I have no Didlionaries to difpofe of for my-
fclf, but fhall be glad to have you diredt your

friends to Mr. Dodfley, becaufe it was by his re-

commendation that 1 was employed in the work.

^^ When you have leifure to think again upon me,

let me be favoured with another letter; and ano-

ther yet, when you have looked into my Dictionary.

If you find faults, I fhall endeavour to mend them;

if you find none, I fliall think you blinded by kind

partiality

;
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partiality: but to have made you partial in his '75v

favour, will very much gratify the ambition of. Sir,
^^^^^ g^

" Your mod obliged

" And mod humble fervant,

*' Gough-fquare, Fleet-ftreet, Sam. JohnSON.'*
Aprils, 1755:.

Mr. Andrew Millar, bookfeller in the Strand,

took the principal charge of condudling the pub-

lication of Johnfon*s Didionary; and as the pati-

ence of the proprietors was repeatedly tried and

almofl exhaufted, by their expeding that the work
would be completed within the time which Johnfon

had fanguinely fuppofed, the learned authour was

often goaded to difpatch, more efpecially as he had

received all the copy-money, by different drafts,

a confiderable time before he had finifhed his taflv.

When the meflenger who carried the lafl flieet to

Millar returned, Johnfon afked him, "Well, what

did he fay ?"—•" Sir, (anfwered the meflenger) he

faid, thank God T have done with him." " I am
giad (replied Johnfon, with a fmile,) that he

thanks God for any thing^" It is remarkable,

that thole with whom Johnfon chiefly contraded

for his literary labours were Scotchmen, Mr.

Millar and Mr. Strahan. Millar, though himfclf

no great judge of literature, had good fenfe enough

to have for his friends very able men to give him

their opinion and advice in the purchafe of copy-

• Sir John Hawkins, p. 341, infcrts two notes as having padcvl

formally between Andrew Millar and Johnfon, to the above cfTcd.

I am aflured this was not the cafe. In the way of incidental

remark it was a pleafant play of raillery. To have deliberately

written aotcs in fuch tcrm^ would have been roorofe*

S4 right;
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right ; the confequence of which was his acquiring

a very large fortune, with great liberality. John-

fon faid of him, " I refpedb Miliar, Sir ; he has

raifed the price of literature." The fanne praifc

may be juftly given to Panckoucke, the enainent

bookfeller of Paris. Mr. Strahan's liberality,

judgenment, and fuccefs, are well known.

To the Reverend Mr, Thomas Warton.

Dear Sir,

" I AM grieved that you fhould think mc
capable of negle6i:ing your letters ; and beg you

will never admit any fuch fufpicion again. I pur-

pofe to come down next week, if you fhall be

there; or any other week, that fhall be more agree-

able to you. Therefore let me know. I can ftay

this vifit but a week, but intend to make prepa-

rations for a longer ftay next time ; being refolved

not to lofe fight of the Univerfity. How goes

ApoUonius^? ' Don't let him be forgotten. Some
things of this kind muft be done, to keep us up.

Pay my compliments to Mr. Wife, and all my
other friends. I think to come to Kettel-Hall.

" 1 am. Sir,

" Your moft afFedbionate, &c.
*' [London,] May 13, 1755. SaM. JohNSON."

To the fame*

« Dear Sir,

" IT is ftrange how many things will happen

to intercept every pleafure, though it [be] only

' ** A tranflation Jof Apollonius Rhodius was now intended

ley Mr. Warton.*'

ihat
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that of two friends meeting together. I have

pronnifed myfelf every day to inform you when you

might exped me at Oxford, and have not been

able to fix a time. The time, however, is, I think,

at laft come ; and I promife myfelf to repofe in

Kettcl-Hall, one of the firft nights of the next

week. I am afraid my (lay with you cannot be

long ; but what is the inference ? We muft endea-

vour to make it chearful. I wifh your brother

could meet us, that we might go and drink tea with

Mr. Wife in a body. I hope he will be at Oxford,

or at his nefl of Britifh and Saxon antiquities '.

I fhall expedt to fee Spenfer finifhed, and many
other things begun. Dodfley is gone to vifit the

Dutch. The Didlionary felis well. The reft of

the world goes on as it did. Dear Sir,

" Your moft afFedionate, Sec,

*' [London,] June lo, 1755. SaM. Johnson.»>

*To the fame.

" Dear Sir,

*^ TO talk of coming to you, and not yet to

come, has an air of trifling which I would not wil-

lingly have among you; and which, I believe,

you will not willingly impute to me, when I have

told you, that fince my promife, two of our part-

ners* are dead, and that I was folicitcd to fufpend

my cxcurfion till we could recover from our con-

fufion.

*' 1 have not laid afidc my purpofe ; for every

day makes me more impatient of ftaying fron>

» •* At ElkfteUl, a village three miles from Oxford."

* ** Botfkfcllcr* Cuiiccracii iu liis Di«tlioa«ir/."

you.
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>75^ y^^' ^"^ death, you know, hears not fupplica-

tions, nor pays any regard to the convenience of

mortals. I hope now to fee you next week ; but

next week is but another name for to-morrow,

which has been noted for promifing and deceiving,

" 1 am, &c.

<' [London,] June 24, 1755:, SaM. JohnsON."

To the fame,

"Dear Sir,

" I TOLD you, that among the manufcripts

are fome things of Sir Thomas More. I beg you

to pafs an hour in looking on them, and procure a

tranfcript of the ten or twenty firft lines of each,

to be compared with what I have ; that I may
know whether they are yet publifhed. The manu-
icripts are thefe

;

" Catalogue of Bodl. MS. pag. 122. F. 3. Sir

Thomas More.
** I. Fall of angels. 2. Creation and fall of

mankind. 3. Determination of the Trinity for the

refcue of mankind. 4. Five lectures of our Sa-

viour*s paflion. 5, Of the inflitution of the facra-

ment, three le6lures. 6. Flow to receive the blelTed

body of our Lord facramentally, 7. Neomenia,

the new n.oon. 8. De trijlitia^ t<edioy pavore, et

oratione Chrifti^ ante captionem ejus,

" Catalogue, pag. 154. Life of Sir Thomas
More. ^^. Whether Roper*s? Pag. 2^3* ^^
refigfiatio7ie Magni Sigilli in manus Regis per D,

Thomam Morum, Pag. 364. Mori Defenfio Mori^,

" If you procure the young gentleman' in the

library to write out what you think fit-to be written,

Iwill
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I will fend to Mr. Prince the bookfeller to pay him '75?-

what you fhall think proper.
^J7^

"f

" Be pleafed to nnake my compliments to Mr.
Wife, and all my friends. I am, Sir,

Your afFeftionate, &c.
" [London] Aug. 7, 1755. Sam. JohnsON."

The Diftionary, with a Grammar and Hiftory

of the Englifh Language, being now at length pub-
lifhed, in two volumes folio, the world contem-
plated with wonder fo flupendous a work atchieved

by one man, while other countries had thouo-ht
'1 undertakings fit only for whole academies.

\ ..:l as his powers were, I cannot but think that

his imagination deceived him, when he fuppofed
that by conftant application he might have per-

formed the talk in three years. Let the Preface be
attentively perufed, in which is given, in a clear,

ftrong, and glowing ftyle, a comprehenfive, yet

particular view of what he had done ; and it will be
evident, that the dme he employed upon it was
comparatively (hort. I am unwilling to fwell my
book with long quotations from what is in every
body's hands, and I believe there are few profe

compofitions in the Englifh language that are read
with more delight, or are more imprcffed upon the

memory, than that preliminary dilbourfe. One of
its excellences has always ftruck me with peculiar

-^''niration; I mean the perfpicuity with which he
expreflfed abflradl fcientifick notions. As an
incc of this, I fhall quote the following fentcncc:

" When the radical idea branches out into parallel

'-^-^ifications, how can a confecutivc feries be
lied offenfcs in their own nature collateral?"

Wc
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We have here an example of what has been often

fald, and I believe with juftice, that there is for

every thought a certain nice adaptation of words
which none other could equal, and which, when a
man has been fo fortunate as to hit, he has at-

tained in that particular cafe, the perfedlion of lan^
guagc.

The extenfive reading which was abfolutely ne-
cefTary for the accumulation of authorities, and
which alone may account for Johnfon's retentive

inind being enriched with a very large and various

Hore of knowledge and imagery, muft have occu-
pied fcveral years.

,
The Preface furnifhes an emi-

nent inftance ofa double talent, of which Johnfon
was fully confcious. Sir Jolhua Reynolds heard
him fay, "There are two things which I am
confident I can do very well : one is an introduc

tion to any literary work, ftating what it is to con
tain, and how it fhould be executed in the moll
perfed manner ; the other is a conclufion, fhew-
ing from various caufes why the execution has not

been equal to what the authour promifed to him-
felf and to the publick."

How fhould puny fcriblers be abafhed and dif

appointed, when they find him difplaying a perfedt

theory of lexicographical excellence, yet at the fame
time candidly and modeflly allowing that he " had
not fatisfied his own expedations." Here was J

fair occafion for the exercife of Johnfon*s modefty,
when he was called upon to compare his own ardu-
ous performance, not with thofe of other indivi-

duals, (in which cafe his inflexible regard to truth

would have been violated, had he affeded diffidence,)

but
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but with fpeculative perfedlion ^ as he, who can x---.

outflrip all his competitors in the race, may yet <—-s^—

»

be fenfible of his deficiency when he runs againil ^*^' ^ *

time. Well might he fay, that ** the Englifh

Didlionary was written with little afTiftance of the

learned j" for he told me, that the only aid which

he received was a paper containing twenty etymo-

logies, fent to him by a perlbn then unknown,

who he was afterwards informed was Dr. Pearce,

Bifhop of Rochefter. The etymologies, though

they exhibit learning and judgement, are not, I

think, entided to the firft praife amongft the vari-

ous parts of this immenfe work. The definitions

have always appeared to me fuch afloiiifhing proofs

of acutcnefs of intelled and precifion of language,

as indicate a genius of the higheft rank. This it

is which marks the fuperiour excellence of John-

fon's Dictionary over others equally or even more

voluminous, and muft have made it a work of

much greater mental labour than mere Lexicons,

or l^Ford'Booksy as the Dutch call ihem. They,

who will make the experiment of trying how they

,n define a few words of whatever nature, will

toon be fatisfied of the unqueftionable jufticc of

thi5 obfervation, which I can alTure my readers is

founded upon much (Vudy, and upon communica-

..on with more minds than my own.

A few of his definitions muft be admitted to be

erroneous. Thus, H'^indward sind Lee^u;ardj though

dirc<flly of oppofite meaning, arc defined identically

the fame way j as to which inconfidcrable fpecks

it is enough to obfcrvc, that his Preface announces

that he was aware there might be many fuch in

6 16
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fo immenfe a work; nor was he at all difconcerted

when an inftance was pointed out to him. A lady

once afked him how he came to define Faftern the

knee of a horfe : inftead of making an elaborate de-

fence, as fhe expected, he at once anfwered, " Ig-

norance, Madam, pure ignorance." His defini-

tion of Network has been often quoted with fportivc

malignity, as obfcuring a thing in itfelf very plain.

But to thefe frivolous cenfurcs no other anfwer is

necefTary than that with which we are furnifhed by

his own Preface. " To explain, requires the ufe

of terms lefs abftrufe than that which is to be ex-

plained, and fuch terms cannot always be found.

For as nothing can be proved but by fuppofing

fomething intuitively known, and evident without

proof, fo nothing can be defined but by the ufe of

words too plain to admit of definition. Some-
times eafier words are changed into harder; as,

hurialy into fepulture or interment -, dry^ into deftc-

cativei drynefsy into fiecity or aridity; fity into parox-

ifm 'y for, the eafieft word, whatever it be, can ne-

ver be tranflated into one more eafy."

His introducing his own opinions, and even pre-

judices, under general definitions of words, while

at the fame time the original meaning of the words

is not explained, as his Tbry, Whig, Pen/tony OatSy

Excife ^ and a few more, cannot be fully defended,

and

2 He thus defines Excife ** A hateful tax levie*d upon commo-
dities, and adjudged not by the common judges of property, but

wretches hired by thofe to whom Excife is paid." The Com-
niiffioners of Excife being offended by this fevere refieclion, con-

fulted Mr, Murray, then Attorney General, to know whether re-

drefs could be legally obtained, J wilhed to have procured for

my
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and mud be placed to the account of capricious 1755.

and humourous indulgence. Talking to me upon ^ ^
h

this fubjefl when we were at Afhbourne in 1777,

he mentioned a ftill Itronger inflance of the pre-

dominance of his private feelings in the compofi-

tion of this work, than any now to be found in

it. " You know. Sir, Lord Gower forfook the

old Jacobite intereft. When I came to the word
Renegadoy after telling that it meant ^ one who de-

ferts to the enemy, a revolter,* I added, Scmetimes

Kvefay a Gower. Thus it went to the prefs; but

the printer had more wit than I, andftruck it out."

Let it, however, be remembered, that this in-

dulgence does not difplay itfelf only in farcafm

towards others, but fometimes in playful allufion

to the notions commonly entertained of his own
laborious talk. Thus :

" Grub-Jlreet^ the name of

a ftreet in London, much inhabited by writers of

fmall hiftories, diLlionaries^ and temporary poems \

my rcaJcn a copy of the opinion which he gave, and which ma/
now be juftly confidered as hiftory : but the myilerious fccrecy

of office it feems would not permit it. I am, however, in-

formed, by very good authority, that its import was, that

the pailiige might be confidered as a<^\ionabIe ; but that it would

be more prudent in the board not 10 piofecute. Johnfon never

made the fmalleft alteration in this paffage. We find he ftill re-

tained his early prejudice againft Excife ; for in "'Hie Idler,

Ko. 5," there is the following very cxuaordinary paragraph:
«* The authenticity of Clarendun'i hiftory, though printed

with the fanilion of one of the firft Univerfuies of the world,

had not an uncxpcftcd manufcript been happily difcovered,

would, with the help of factious credulity, have been brought

into qucftion, by the two loweft of all human beings, a Scribbler

for a party, and a CominilTioncr of txcife."—The perfons to

whom he alladcs were Mr. Julm Oldinlxon, and C%cury>c

Ducket, Efq.

whence
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whence any mean produdion is called Grub-ftreet.^*

—-" Lexicographer, a writer of didionaries, a harnt"

lejs drudged

At the time when he was concluding his very

eloquent Preface, Johnfon's mind appears to have

been in fuch a Hate of depreflion, that we cannot

contemplate without wonder the vigorous and

fplendid thoughts which fo highly diflinguifh that

performance. " I (fays he) may furely be con-

tented without the praife of perfection, which if

I could obtain in this gloom of folitude, what would

it avail me ? I have protradkd my work till moft

of thofe whom I wifhed to pleafe, have funk into

the grave; and fuccefs and mifcarriage are empty

founds. I therefore difmifs it with frigid tran-

quillity, having little to fear or hope from cenfure

or from praife." That this indifference was ra-

ther a temporary than an habitual feeling, appears,

I think, from his letters to Mr. Warton y and how-

ever he may have been affeded for the moment,

certain it is that the honours which his great work

procured him, both at home and abroad, were

very grateful to him. His friend the Earl of

Corke and Orrery, being at Florence, prefented it

to the Academia della Crujca, That Academy fent

Johnfon their Vocahulario, and the French Aca-

demy fent him their Di^lionnaire, which Mr. Lang-

ton had the pleafure to convey to him.

It mufl undoubtedly feem ftrange, that the con-

clufion of his Preface fliould be expreffed in terms

fo defponding, when it is confidered that the au-

thour was then only in his forty-fixth year. But

we muft afcribe its gloom to that miferable dejec-

tion of Ipirits to which he was conftitutionally fub-

jed.
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je6l, and which was aggravated by the death of his ^y^S'

wife two years before. I have heard it ingenioufly ^Jf^ ^
obferved by a lady of rank and elegance, that
*' his nnelancholy was then at its meridian." It

pleafed God to grant him almoft thirty years of

life after this time j and once, when he was in a

placid frame of mind, he was obliged to own to

me that he had enjoyed happier days, and had

many more friends, fince that gloomy hour than

before.

It is a fad faying, that " mod of thofe whom he

wifhed to pleafe had funk into the grave 5" and

his cafe at forty-five was fingularly unhappy, unlefs

the circle of his friends was very narrow. I have

often thought, that as longevity is generally de-

fired, and, I believe, generally expedled, it would

be wife to be continually adding to the number of

our friends, that the lofs of fome may be fupplied

by others. Friendfhip, " the wine of life," fhould

like a well-flocked cellar, be thus continually re-

newed ; and it is confolatory to think, that although

we can feldom add what will equal the generous

Jirft-growihs of our youth, yet friendfliip becomes

infenfibly old in much lefs time th^n is commonly

lagined, and not many years are required to make
it very mellow and pleafant. TVarnith will, no

doubt, make a confiderable difference. Men of

affedlionate temper and bright fancy will coalefce

a great deal fooner than thofe who are cold and dull.

The propofition which I have now endeavoured

illuflrate was, at a fubfequent period of his life,

• opinion of Johnfon himfelf. He faid to

r Jofluia Reynolds, " If a jnan docs not make
Vol I. T j\cw
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new acquaintance as he advances through life, he

will foon find himfelf left alone. A man. Sir,

fliould keep his friendfliip in conftant repair.''

The celebrated Mr. Wilkes, whofe notions and

habits of life were very oppofite to his, but who
was ever enainent for literature and vivacity, fallied

forth with a little Jeu d' Efprit upon the following

paiTage in his Grammar of the Englilh Tongue^

prefixed to the Didlionary : " H feldom, perhaps

never, begins any but the firft fyllable." In an

cflay printed in " the Publick Advertifer," this lively

writer enumerated many inftances in oppofition to

this remark; for example, " The authour of this

obfervation muft be a man of a quick appre-henfioUy

and of a mod compre-henfive genius." The pofi-

tion is undoubtedly expreifed with too much
latitude.

This light fally, we may fuppofe, made no

great imprelTion on our Lexicographer; for wc
find that he did not alter the paiTage till many years

afterwards ^

He had the pleafure of being treated in a very

different manner by his old pupil Mr. Garrick, in

^le following complimentary Epigram

:

On Johnson's Dictionary,

«' TALK of war with a Briton, hell boldly advance,

*^ That one Englilh foldier will beat ten of France %

In the tliird edition, publifhed in 1773, he left out the words

p>rhaps nevert and added the following paragraph :

« It fometimes begins middle or final fyllables in words com-

pounded, as bkd'hidd, or derived from the Jaiin sis compre-hendeif,

" Would
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*^ Would we alter the boaft from the fword to the pen,

" Our odds are ftill greater, ftill greater our men: ^tat. 46,

" In the deep mines of fcience though Frenchmen

may toil,

" Can their ftrength be compared to Locke, New-
ton, and Boyle ?

" Let them rally their heroes, fend forth all their

pow'rs,

*^ Their verfe-men and profe-men ; then match

them with ours !

" Firfl Shakfpeare and Milton, like gods in the

fight,

" Have put their whole drama and epick to flight;

" In fatires, epiftles, and odes, would they cope,

" Their numbers retreat before Dryden and Pope;
" And Johnfon, well arm'd like a hero of yore,

" Has beat forty French ', and will beat forty more !*'

Johnfon this year gave at once a proofof his be-

nevolence, quicknefs of apprehenfion, and admi-

rable art of compofition, in the aflitlance which he

gave to Mr. Zachariah Williams, facher of the

blind lady whom lie had humanely received under

his roof Mr. Williams had followed the profeflion

of phyfick in Wales ; but having a very flroujg

propenfity to the fludy of natural philofophy, had

made many ingenious advances towards a difcovery

of the longitude, and repaired to London in hopes

of obtaining the great parliamentary reward. He
failed «f fucccfsj but Johnfon having made him-

The number of the French Academy employed in fettling

Uicir language,

T 2 felf
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I75^ felf mafter of his principles and experiments, wrow

^J^ ^^ for him a pamphlet, publiflied in quarto, with the

following title : " An Account of an Attempt to

afcertain the Longitude at Sea, by an exa6t Theory

of the Variation of the magnetical Needle ; with a

Table of the Variations at the moft remarkable

Cities in Europe, from the year 1660 to i86o."f

To diffufe it more extenfively, it was accompanied

with an Italian tranflation on the oppofite page,

which it is fuppofed was the work of Signor Baretti,

an Italian of confiderable literature, who having

come to England a few years before, had been em-

ployed in the capacity both of a language-mafter

and an authour, and formed an intimacy with Dr.

Johnfon. This pamphlet Johnfon prefented to the

Bodleian Library ^ On a blank leaf of it is pafted

a paragraph cut out of a news-paper, containing an

account of the death and chara6ler of Williams,

plainly written by Johnfon ^.

In July this year he had formed fome fcheme

of mental improvement, the particular purpofe of

which does not appear. But we find in his

« Prayers and Meditations/' p. 25, a prayer enti-"

tied <^ On the Study of Philofophy, as an Inftru-

£ See nc:^ by Mr. Warton, p. 247—8.

* " On Saturday the 1 2th, about twelve at night, died Mr.

Zachariah Williams, in his eighty-third year, after an illnefs of

ci«^bt months, in full pofleflion of his mental faculties. He has

been long known to philofophers and feamen for his Ikill in mag-

netifm, and his propofal to afcertain the longitude by fi peculiar

fyftem of the variation of the compafs. He was a man of induf-

try indefatigaWe, of converfation inoffenfive, patient of ad verfity

and difeafe, eminently fober, temperate, and pious ; and worthy

to have €nded lif€ with bcttec fortune.**

ment
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inent of livings" and after it follows a note, " This

ftudywas not purfued."

On the 13th of the fame month he wrote in his

Journal the following fcheme of life, for Sunday

:

"Having lived" (as he with tendernefs ofconfcience

cxpreffes himfelf ) " not without an habitual reve-

rence for the Sabbath, yet without that attention

to its religious duties which Chriftianity requires;"

1. '^^ To rife early, and in order to it, to go to

fleep early on Saturday.

2. " To ufe fome extraordinary devotion in the

morning.

3. *^ To examine the tenour of my life, and

particularly the laft week ; and to mark my ad-

inces in religion, or receflion from it.

4. " To read tlie Scripture methodically with

fuch helps as are at hand.

5. " Togo to church twice.

6. " To read books of Divinity, either fpeculative

or pradical.

7. ** To inftruft my family.

8. " To wear off by meditation any worldly

foil contracfled in the week.'^

. In 1756 Johnfon found that the great fame of -^^t^it. 47

his Dictionary had not fet him above the neceflity

of " making provifion for the day that was pafling

over him.*' No royal or noble patron extended a

munificent hand to give independence to the man
who had conferred (lability on the language of his

country. We may feel indignant that there fliould

have been fuch unworthy negled j but we muft, at the

fame time, congratulate ourfelves, when wc confider,

tliat to this very ncglcdl, operating to roufe the natural

T 3 indolence
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1756' indolence of his conflitution, we owe many valua-

^^^^^
"-'

ble produ6lions, which othcrwife, perhaps, naight

never have appeared.

He had fpent, during the progrefs of the work,

the money for which, he had contraded to write

his Dictionary. We have feen that the reward of

his labour was only fifteen hundred and feventy-

five pounds ; and when the expence of amanuenfes

and paper, and other articles are dedudled, his

clear profit was very inconfiderable. I once faid to

him " I am forry. Sir, you did not get more for

your Dictionary." His anfwer was, " I am forry

too. But it was very well. The bookfellers are

generous liberal-minded men.'* He, upon all oc-

cafions, did ample jullice to their chara6ler in this

refpeCl. He confidered them as the patrons of li-

terature ; and, indeed, although they have eventu-

ally been confiderable gainers by his Dictionary, it

is to them that we owe its having been undertaken

and carried through at the rifk of great expence^

for they were not abfolutely fure of being indem-

nified.

On the firft day of this year we find from his

private devotions, that he had then recovered from

ficknefs^; and in February that his eye was re-

ftored to its ufe^ The pious gratitude with

which he acknowledges mercies upon every occa-

fion is very edifying 5 as is the humble fubmiflion

which he breathes, when it is the will of his hea-

venly Father to try him with afiliClions. As fuch

difpofuions become the Hate of man here, and arc

* Prayers and Meditations, p. 40. ^ Ibid. 27.

the
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the true cffefts of religious difcipline, we cannot 175^-

but venerate in Johnfon one of the mod exercifed
^JJ^^JTIt!

minds that our holy religion hath ever formed.

If there beany thoughtlefs enough to fuppofe fuch

exercife the weaknefs of a great underftanding, let

them look up to Johnfon, and be convinced that

what he fo earneftly pra6tifed muft have a rational

foundation.

His works this year Were, an abilra6t or epitome,

in oclavo, of his folio Didlionary, and a few effaya

in a monthly publication, entitled, " The Uni-

versal Visiter." Chriftopher Smart, with whofe

unhappy vaciUation of mind he fincerely fympa-

thifed, was one of the ftated undertakers of this

mifcellany; and it was to alTift him that Johnfon

fometimes employed his pen. All the elfays marked

with two afierijls have been afcribed to him ; but

I ani confident, from internal evidence, that of

thefe, neither " The Life of Chaucer," " Reflec-

tions on the State of Portugal," nor an " Eflay on

Archiiefture," were written by him. I am equallj^

confident, upon the fame evidence, that he wrote

'' Further Thoughts on Agriculture,"! being the

fequel of a very infcriour eflay on the fame fubjedt,

and which, though carried on as if by the fame

hand, is^ both in thinking and expreffion fo far

above it, and fo (Irikingly peculiar, as to leave no

doubt of its true parent J and that he alfo wrote

" A Difiertation on the State of Literature and

Vuthours,"f and " A DiflTertation on the Epitaphs

rittcn by Pope."t The lafl of thefe, indeed, he

afterwards added to his " Idler." Why the eifays

f^tilv \'.i itten by him arc marked in tlie fame manner

T 4 with
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with fomc which he did not write, I cannot explain

;

but with deference to thofe who have afcribed to him

the three eflays which I have rejc6ted, they want

all the charadteriilical niarks of Johnfonian com-

pofition.

He engaged alfo to fuperintend and contribute

largely to., another monthly publication, entitled

" The Literary Magazine, or Universal

Review yVf ; the firfh number of which came out in

May this year. What were his emoluments from

diis undertaking, and what other writers were em-
ployed in it, I have not difcovered. He continued

to write in it, with intermifTions, till the fifteenth

number J and I think that he never gave better

proofs of the force, acutenefs, and vivacity of his

mind, than in this mifcellany, whether we confider

his original effays, or his reviews of the works of

others. The " Preliminary Addrefs^f to the pub-

lick is a proof how this great man could embellifh>

with the graces of fuperiourcompofition, even fo

trite a thing as the plan of a magazine.

His original effays are, " An Introduftion to

the political State of Great-Britain ;"f
" Remarks

on the Militia Billi"-f ^^Obfervations on his Bri-

tannick Majelly's Treaties with the Empr^fs of

RufTia and the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel/*f

^^^Obfervations on the prefent State of Affairs i"f

and, '" Memoirs ofFrederick HI. KingofPruffia.^f

In all thefe he difplays extenfive political knowledge

and fagacity, expreffed with uncommon energy and

perfpicuity, without any of thofe words which he

fbmetimes toojc a pre^fure in adopting, in. imita-

tion of Sir Thomas Browne, of whofe " Chriftian
'

''
'

' '' '

Morals'^



Dr. JOHNSON.
Morals" he this year gave an edition, with his

" Life"* prefixed to it, which is one of Johnfon's

beft biographical performances. In one inflance

only in thefe effays has he indulged his Broivrnfm,

Dr. Robertfon, the hiftorian, mentioned it to me,

as having at once convinced him that Johnfon was

the authour of the " Memoirs of the King of

PruflTia." Speaking of the pride which the old

King, the father of his hero, took in being mailer

of the tailed regiment in Europe, he fays, " To
review this towering regiment was his daily plea-

fure, and to perpetuate it was fo much his care,

that when he met a tall woman he immediately

commanded one of his "Titanian retinue to marry

her, that they might propagate prccerity" For

this Anglo-Latian word procerity^ Johnfon had,

however, the authority of Addifon.

His reviews are of the following books :
" Birch's

IJiflory of the Royal Society ;"f *' Murphy's

Gray's-Inn Journal i"f
" Warton's EfTay on the

Writings and Genius of Pope. Vol. I."t "Hamp-
ton's Tranflation of Polybius;"f " Blackweli's

Memoirs of the Court of Augufl:usj"f " RufTel's

Natural Hiftory of Aleppo ^''f
" Sir Ifaac Newton's

Arguments in Proof of a Deity ;"f
" Borlafe's

Hiftory of the Ifles of Scillyj"t " Home's Ex-

periments on Bleaching;"! " Browne's Chriftian

Morals;"f " Hales on diililling Sea-Water, Ven-

tilators in Ships, and curing an ill Tafle in Milk ;"f

"Lucas's EiTay on Waters ;"t "Keith's Cata-
"

'ic of the Scottirti Biniopsi"t " Browne's Hif-

: ./ of Jamaica i"f " Philofophical Tranfadlions.

Vol XLIX."t *• Mrs. Lennox's Tranflation of

Sully's
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SuIIy^s Memoirs j"* " Mifcellanies by Elizabeth

Harrifon ;"f
" Evans's Map and account of the

middle Colonies in America }"f " Letter on the

Cafe of Admiral Byngi"* " Appeal to the People

concerning Admiral Byng;"* " Hanway's Eight

Days Journey, and EiTay on Tca^"* « The Ca-

det, a military Treatifc;"f " Some further Parti-

culars in Relation to the Cafe of Admiral Byng,

by a Gentleman of Oxford j"* " The Condudl of

the Miniftry relating to the prefent War impartially

examined i"f "A Free Inquiry into the Nature

and Origin of Evil."* All thefe, from internal

evidence, were written by Johnfon ; fome of them

I know he avowed, and have marked them- with

an afierifi accordingly. Mr, Thomas Davies, in-

deed, afcribed to him the Review of Mr. Burke's
*' Inquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sub-

lime and Eeaudfuh" and Sir John Hawkins, with

equal difcernment, has inferted it- in his collection

of Johnfon's works : whereas it has no refem-

blance to Johnfon's compofition, and is well known
to have been written by Mr. Murphy, who has ac-

knowledged it to me and many others.

It is worthy of remark, in juftice to Johnfon's

political chara6ler, which has been mifreprefented

as abjedly fubmiffive to power, that his " Obfer-

vations on the prefent State of Affairs," glow with

as animated a fpirit of conftitutional liberty as can

be found any where. Thus he begins: "The
time is now come, in which every Englifhman

expefts to be informed of the national affairs, and

in which he has a right to have that expedation

gratified. For whatever may be urged by miniilers,

or
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or thofe whom vanity or intereft make the follow- ^7S^'

ers of minifters, concerning the necefTity of confi- ^^2^^ .-

dence in our governours, and the prefumption of

prying with profane eyes into the recefies of policy,

it is evident that this reverence can be claimed

only by tounlels yet unexecuted, and projefts fuf-

pended in dehberation. But when a defign has

ended in mifcarriage or fuccefs, when every eye

and every ear is witnefs to general difcontent, or

general fatisfaclion, it is then a proper dme to dif-

entangle confufion and iliuftrate obfcurity, to fliew

by what caufes every event was produced, and in

what efFccfbs it is likdy to terminate; to lay down

with diftindl particularity what rumour always

huddles in general exclamation, or perplexes by

indigefted narratives i to fhew whence happinefs

or calamity is derived, and whence it may be ex-

pected; and honeftly to lay before the people

what inquiry can gather of the paft, and conjedlurc

€an eftimate of the future."

Here we have it afllimed as an incontrovertible

principle, that in this country the people are the

fuperintendants of the condudl and meafures of

th«fe by whom government is adminiftered, of the

beneficial effcdt of which the prefcnt reign afforded

an illuftrious example, when addreffes from all parts

of the kingdom controuled an audacious attempt

to introduce a new power fubverfive of the crown.

A llill llronger proof of his patriotick fpirit ap-

pears in his review of an " ElTay on Waters, by

Dr. Lucas;" of whom, after defcribing him as a

man well known to the world for his daring defi-

ance of power, when he thouf^ht it exerted on the

c fide
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1756. fide of wrong, he thus fpeaks: " The Irlfh mini-

^^f^ fters drove him from his native country by a pro-

clamation, in which they charged him with crimes

of which they never intended to be called to the

proofj and opprelTed by methods equally irrefiftiblc

by guilt and innocence.

" Let the man thus driven into exile for having

been the friend of his country, be received in

every other place as a confeflbr of liberty ; and

let the tools of power be taught in time, that they

may rob, but cannot impoverifh/'

Some of his reviews in this Magazine are very

fhort accounts of the pieces noticed, and I men-
tion them only that Dr. Johnfon's opinion of the

works may be known ; but many of them are ex-

amples of elaborate eriticifm, in the moft mafterly

flyle. In his review of the " Memoirs of the

Court ofAuguftus," he has the refolution to think

and fpeak from his own mind, regafdlefs of the

cant tranfmitted from age to age, in praife of the

ancient Romans. Thus: ^^ I know not why any

one but a fchool-boy in his declamation fhould

whine over the Common-wealth of Rome, which

grew great only by the mifery of the reft of man-
kind. The Romans, like others, as foon as they

grew rich, grew corrupt 5 and in their corruption

fold the lives and freedoms of themfelves, and of

one another." Again, ^^A people, who while they

were poor robbed mankind ; and as foon as they

became rich, robbed one another." In his review

of che Miicellanies in profe and verfe, publifhed

by Elizabeth Harrifon, but written by many hands,

he gives an eminent proof at once of his orthodoxy

and
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and candour. " The authours of the eflays in ^75^-

profe feem generally to have imitated, or tried to j£^^^ .
-^

imitate, the copioufnefs and luxuriance of Mrs.

Rozve. This, however, is not all their praife ; they

have laboured to add to her brightnefs of imagery,

her purity of fentiments. The poets have had

Dr. IVatts before their eyes ; a writer, vv^ho, if he

flood not in the firfl clafs of genius, compenfated

that defedl by a ready application of his powers to

the promotion of piety. The attempt to employ

the ornaments of romance in the decoration of re-

ligion, was, I think, firfl made by Mr. Boyle's Mar-
tyrdom of Theodora ; but Boyle s philofophical fludies

did not allow him time for the cultivation of flyle;

and the completion of the great defign was referved

for Mrs. Ro'uje, Dr. Watts was one of the firfl

who taught the Diflenters to write and fpeak like

other men, by Ihewing them that elegance might

confifl with piety. They would have both done

honour to a better fociety, for they had that cha-

rity which might well make their failings be for-

gotten, and with which the whole Chriflian world

might wifh for communion. They were pure

from all the hcrefics of an age, to which every

opinion is become a favourite that the univerfal

church has hitherto deteflcd !

" This praife, the general intcrefl of mankind

quires to be given to writers who pleafe and do

not corrupt, who inllrufl and do not weary. But

to them all human eulogies arc vain, whom I be-

lieve applauded by angels, and numbered with the

juft."

nil
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His defence of tea againft Mr. Jonas Hanway's

violent attack upon that elegant and popular bever-

age, fhews how very well a man of genius can write

upon the (lighteft fubjedl, when he writes, as the

Italians fay, con amove: I fuppofe no perfon ever

enjoyed with more relifh the infufion of that fra-

grant leaf than Johnfon. The quantities which he

drank of it at all hours were fo great, that his nerves

mufl have been uncommonly ftrong, not to have

been extremely relaxed by fuch an intemperate ufc

of it. He aflured me, that he never felt the leaft

inconvenience from it ; which is a proof that the

fault of his conftitution was rather a too great ten-

Hon of fibres, than the contrary. Mr. Hanway
wrote an angry anfwer to Johnfon's review of his

Effay on Tea, and Johnfon, after a full and deli-

berate paufe, made a reply to it ; the only inftance,

I believe, in the whole courfe of his life, when he

condefcended to oppofe any thing that was written

againft him. I fuppofe when he thought of any of

his little antagonifts, he was ever juftly aware of

the high fentiment ofAjax in Ovid:

'^
Ifte tulit pretiumjam nunc certaminis hujus,

" ^h ^^"^^^^ viSfus erit, mecum certajfe fereturJ*^

But, indeed, the good Mr. Hanway laid himfelf fo

open to ridicule, that Johnfon's animadverfions

upon his attack were chiefly to make fport.

The generofity with which he pleads the caufe

of Admiral Byng is highly to the honour of his

heart and fpirit. Though Voltaire affe^ls to be

witty upon the fate of that unfortunate officer,

obfcrving
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f>bfcrving that he was (hot " pour encourager ks au^
tres,'' the nation has long been fatisfied that his life

was facrificed to the political fervour of the times.

In the vault belonging to the Torrington family,

in the church of Southiil, in Bedfordfhirc, there

is the following Epitaph upon his monument, which
I have tranfcribed

;

" To THE PERPETUAL DiSGRACE
" OF PUBLicK Justice,

'^ The Honourable John Byng, Esq^
" Admiral of the Blue,
" Fell a Martyr to political

" Persecution,
•* March 14, in the Year, 1757;

" WHEN Bravery and Eoyalty
" were insufficient Securities
*' for the Life and Honour of

« A Naval Officer.'*

Johnfon's moil exquifite critical efTay in the

Literary Magazine, and indeed any where, is his

review of Soame Jenyns's " Inquiry into the

Origin of Evil.'* Jenyns was poireflfcd of lively

talents, and a ftyle eminently pure and eafy, and

could very happily play with a light fubjed, either

in profe or vcrfe , but when he fpeculated on that

mod difficult and excruciating queftion, the Origin

of Evil, he " ventured far beyond his depth,"

and, accordingly, was expofed by Johnfon, both

with acute argument and brilliant wit. I remem-

ber when the late Mr. BicknelPs humourous j)cr-

formancc, cntidcd " The Mufical Travels of Joel

Collycr,"
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Collyer,'* in which a flight attempt is made to ri-

dicule Johnfon, was afcribed to Soame Jenyns,
" Ha! (faid Johnfon) 1 thought I had given him

enough of it."

His triumph over Jenyns is thus defcribed by

my friend Mr. Courtenay in his " Poetical Review

of the literary and moral Character ofDr. Johnfon,"

a performance of fuch merit, that had I not been

honoured with a very kind and partial notice in it,

I fhould echo the fentiments of men of the firft

tafle loudly in its praife

:

*^ When fpecious fophifts with prefumption fcan

" The fource of evil hidden flill from man j

*' Revive Arabian tales, and vainly hope
" To rival St. John, and his fcholar Pope

:

•* Though metaphyficks fpread the gloom of night,

" By reafon's flar he guides our aching fight;

*^ The bounds' of knowledge marks, and points

the way
" To pathlefs wades, where wilder'd fages llray;

*^ Where, like a farthing link-boy, Jenyns ftands,

" And the dim torch drops from his feeble hands*."

This

* Some time after Dr. Johnfon's death there appeared in the

news -papers and magazines an illiberal and petulant attack upon

him, in the form of an Epitaph, under the name of Mr. Soame

Jenyns, very unworthy of that gentleman, who had quietly fub-

mitted to the critical lafh while Johnfon lived. It aflumed, as

charaderifticks of him, all the vulgar circumftances of abufc

which had circulated amongfl: the ignorant. It was an unbe-

coming indulgence of puny refentment, at a time when he him-

felf was at a very advanced age, and had a near profpeift of de-

fcending to the grave. I was truly forry for it; for he was then

become an avowed, and (as my Lord BjHipp of London, who
had
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This year Mr. William Payne, brother of the ^75^-

refpedable bookfeller of that name, publifhed
]^tat. 47.

" An Introdndion to the Game of Draughts," to

which Johnfon contributed a Dedication to the

Earl of Rochford,* and a Preface,* both of which

are admirably adapted to the treatife to which they

arc prefixed. Johnfon, I believe, did not play at

draughts after leaving College, by which he fuf-

fcrcd ; for it would have afforded him an innocent

foothing relief from the melancholy which diftrefled

him fo often. I have heard him regret that he

had not learnt to play at cards i and the game of

draughts we know is peculiarly calculated to fix the

attention without draining it. There is a compo-
furc and gravity in draughts which infcnfibly tran-

had a fcrious converfation with him on the fubjeft, affures me)

a finccre Chriftian. He could not exped that Johnfon's nume-

rous friends would patiently bear to have the memory of their

mafter fligmatized by no mean pen, but that, at leaft, one would

be found to retort. Accordingly, this unjuft and farcafticlc Epi-

taph was met in the fame publick field by an anfwer, in terms by
no means foft, and fuch as wanton provocation only could

juftify

:

•'EPITAPH,
** Vreparedfur a creature not quite dead j^-/.

** HERE lies a little ugly naufcous elf,

* Who judging only from its wretched fclf,

** Feebly attempted, petulant and vain,

** The * Orltjin of Evil,' to explain.

** A mighty Genius at this elf difpleas'd,

'* With a llrong crilick grafp the urchin fquecz'd.

** For thirty years its co.vard fplcen it kept,

** Till in the dull the migluy Genius flcpt

;

*• Then ftunk and fretted ia expiring fnuff,

" And blink'd at Johmion with its laft poor pufF."

\'oL. I.

'

y\ quillifcs
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quilllfes the mind ; and, accordingly, the Dutch

iiitari
4."' ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^' ^^ ^^^^Y ^^'^ ^^ fmoaking, of the

fedative influence of which, though he himfclf

never fmoaked, he had a high opinion '. Bcfides,

there is in draughts fome exercife of the faculties;

and, accordingly, Johnfon wiOiing to dignify the

fubjed in his Dedication with what is mod eilima-

ble in it, obferves, " Triflers may find or makt
any thing a trifte; but fince it is the great charac-

teriftick of a wife man to fee events in their caufes,

to obviate confequenccs, and afcertain contingen-

cies, your Lordfhip will think nothing a trifle by

which the mind is inured to caution, forefight, and

circumfpedion."

As one of the little occafional advantages which

he did not difdain to take by his pen, as a man
whofe profeiTion was literature, he this year ac-

cepted of a guinea from Mr. Robert Dodfley, for

v^riting the introdudlion to *^ The London Chro-'

nicle," an evening news-paper; and even in fo

flight a performance exhibited peculiar talents.

This Chronicle ftill fubflfls, and from what I ob-

ferved, when I was abroad, has a more extenfive

circulation upon the Continent than any of the

Englilh new^'>- papers. It was conllantly read by

Johnfon himfelf^ and it is but juft to obferve, that

it has all along been diftinguifhed for good fenfe,

accuracy, ncoderation, and delicacy.

Another ihft-ance of the fame nature has been

communicated to me by the Reverend Dr. Tho-

mas Campbell, who has done himfclf canfidcrable

> Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 48^

crcdi^j.
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credit by his own writings. " Sitting with Dr. '75^.

Johnfon one morning alone, he afked me if I had ^tat, 47,

known Dr. Madden, who was authour of the pre-

mium-fchem.e in Ireland. On my anfwering in

the affirmative, and alfo that I had for fome years

Hved in his neighbourhood, &c. he begged of me
that when T returned to Ireland, I would endea-

vour to procure for him a poem of Dr. Madden's

called * Boulter^s Monument.' The reafon (faid

he) why I wifh for it^ is this : when Dr. Madden
came to London, he fubm.itted that work to mv
calligation 5 and I remember I blotted a great

many lines, and might have blotted many more,

without making the poem worfe. However, the

Doctor was very thankful, and very generous,

for he gave me ten guineas, li'bicb 'voas to me at that

time a greatJtimJ'

He this vear refumed his fchcme of o-Jvinoj an

edition of Shakfpeare with notes. He ifilied Pro-

pofais of confiderable length, in which he fhewed

that he perfedly well knew what a variety of re-

fearch fuch an undertaking required; but his indo-

' " ce prevented him from purfuing it with that

;^ence which alone can collect thofe fcattered

fadls that genius, however acute, penetrating, and

luminous, cannot difcover by its own force. It is

remarkable, that at this time his fancied ad:iviry

Was for the moment fo vigorous, that he promilcd

his work ftiould be publiftied before Chriltmas,

1757. Yet nine years elapfed before it faw the
''

-n. His throes in bringing it forth had been

re and remittent; and at laft we may almoft

conclude that the Cxfarian operation was performed

U 2 by
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'7S^- by the kmfe of Churchill, whofe upbraiding fatirc,

^^J^JfTT I dare fay, made Johnfon's friends urge him to

difpatch.

" He for fubfcribers bates his hook,

** And takes your cafh ; but where*s the book ?

*' No matter where; wife fear, you know,
" Forbids the robbing of a foe

;

*^ But what, to ferve our private ends,

" Forbids the cheating of our friends ?"

About this period he was offered a living of con-

fiderable value in Lincolniliire, if he were inclined

to enter into holy orders. It was a redtory in the

gift of Mr. Langton, the father of his much valued

friend. But he did not accept of it j partly I be-

lieve from a confcientious motive, being perfuaded

that his temper and habits rendered him unfit for

that afliduous and familiar inflru6lion of the vulgar

and ignorant, which he held to be an eflential duty!

in a clergyman ; and partly becaufe his love of a|

London life was fo flrong, that he would havcj

thought himfelf an exile in any other place, par-

ticularly if refiding in the country. Whoever!

would vviih to fee his thoughts upon that fubje6l[

difplayed in their full force, may perufe the Ad-j

venturer. No. 126. I

.€tat. jiS, In 1757 it does not appear that he publifhed any!

thing, except fome of thofe articles in the Literary

Mag-azine, which have been mentioned. That

magazine, after Johnfon ceafed to write in it,!

gradually declined, though the popular epithet of

Antigallican^?^^ added to it j and in July 1758 it

6 expired.
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er^pired. He probably prepared a part of his ^7>7«

Shakfpearc this year, and he dictated a fpeech on ^^^^ ^g,

the fubjedl of an Addrefs to the Throne, after the

expedition to Rochfort, which was deHvered by

one of his friends, I know not in what publick

meeting. It is printed in the Gentleman's Maga-
zine for Oiflober 1785 as his, and bears fufficient

marks of authenticity.

By the favour of Mr. Walker, of the Treafury,

Dubhn, I have obtained a copy of the following

letter from Johnfon to the venerable authour of
•^ Diflertations on the Hiftory of Ireland."

7^0 Charles O'Connor, Efq,

"Sir,

" I HAVE lately, by the favour of Mr. FauHc-

ner, feen your account of Ireland, and cannot for-

bear to folicit a profecution of your defign. Sir

William Temple complains that Ireland is lefs

known than any other country, as to its ancient

flate. The natives have had little leifure, and little

encouragement for enquiry; and ftrangers, not

knowing the language, have had no ability.

" I have long wifhed that the Irifh literature

were cultivated. ' Ireland is known by tradition

to

• The celebrated oratoiir, Mr. Flro1,has (Tiown himrdfto l)C

nf Dr. Johnfofi's opinion; having by l^is will bequeathed his eftate,

':T the death of his wife Lady Frances, to the Univcrfity of

I
.'.".'.}

:
"«!( Hi ng that immediately after the faideftaic (hall come

.i , 1 r
I

ill llion, they Oiall appoint two profeflors, one for

the l^iidy of tlie native Krfc or IriOi lanmi;t;^r, and the other far

thr (}\iAv nf TrifK anfiriniMr.i .mil IrlfVi hill<)i\', and lor the rtndy

of
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to have been once the feat of piety and learning j

and furely it would be very acceptable to all thofe

who are curious either in the original of nations, or

the affinities of Languages, to be further informed

of the revolution of a people fo ancient, and once

fo illuftrious.

^^ What relation there is between the Welch and

Irifh language, or between the language of Ireland

and that of Bifcay, deferves enquiry. Of thefe

provincial and unextended tongues, it feldom

happens that more than one are undcrftood

by any one man ; and, therefore it feldoms hap-

pens that a fair comparifon can be made. I hope

you will continue to cultivate this kind of learning,

which has too long lain negleded, and which, if it

be fuffered to remain in oblivion for another cen-

tury, may, perhaps, never be retrieved. As I wifh

well to all ufeful undertakings, I would not forbear

to let you know how much you deferve, in my
opinion, from all lovers of fbudy, and how much
pleafure your work has given to, Sir,

'^ Your mod obliged,

'^ And mod humble fervant,

'London, i\pril 9, 1757. SaM. Johnson.'^

To the Reverend Mr, Thomas Warton.
" Dear Sir,

" Dr. Marseli of P^dua, a learned gentle-

man, and good Latin poet, has a mind to fee Ox-

of any other European language illuftrative of, or auxiliary to,

the ftudy of Irifh antiquities or Irilh hiftory ; and that they Ihail

give yearly two liberal premiums for two compofitions^ one in

yerfe, and the other in profe, in the Irifh Janguage."

ford.
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ford. I have given him a letter to Dr. Hudders- '757-

ford ', and (hall be glad if you will introduce him,
y^^.^^^ ,y^

nd Ihew him any thing in Oxford.

" I am printing my new edition of Shakfpeare.

" I long to fee you all, but cannot conveniently

come yet. You might write to me now and then,

if you were good for any thing. But hoiiores mutant

7nores, ProfelTors forget their friends \ I fhall

certainly complain to iVlifs Jones ^ I am
'' Your, &c.

«* [London,] June 21, 1757. SaM. Johnson.

"Pleafe to make my compliments to Mr.

Wife."

Mr. Burney having enclofed to him an extrad

from the review of his Dictionary in the Bibliotheque

des Savans^i and a lift of fubfcribers to his Shak-

fpeare, which Mr, Burney had procured in Norfolk,

he wrote the following anfwer :

* ** Now, or late, Vice-Chancellor.'*

* " Mr. Warton was eledeJ Profcflbr of Poetry at Oxford m
the preceding year."

5 «« Mifs Jones lived at Oxford, and was often of our parties.

She was a very ingenious poetefs, and published a volume of

cms ; and, on the whole, was a moft fenfiblc, agreeable, and

aiablc woman. She was filler to the Reverend River Jones,

hanter of Chrift Church cathedral at Oxford, and Johnfon ufed

to call her ihcChavtreJs. I have heard him often addrcfs her in

this paffagc from ** 1l Pensf.roso :'

* Thee, Cluntrefs, oft the woods among
* I woo,* &c,

c died unmarried,

^Tom.IlI. p. 4.82.

U 4 7#
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T'd^Mr. BuRNEY, inLymey Norfolk.

"Sir,
" THAT I may fhow myfelf fenfible of

your favours, and not commit the fame fault a

fecond time, I make hafte to anfwer the letter

which I received this morning. The truth is, the

other likewife was received, and I wrote an anfwer

;

but being defirous to tranfmit you fome propofals

and receipts, I waited till I could find a convenient

conveyance, and day was pafled after day, till

other things drove it from my thoughts, yet not

fo, but that I remember with great pleafure your

commendation of my Di6lionary. Your praife

was welcome, not only becaufe I believe it was

fincere, but becaufe praife has been very fcarce. A
man of your candour will be furprifed when I tell

you, that among all my acquaintance there were

only two, who upon the publication of my book
did not endeavour to dcprefs me with threats of

cenfure from the publick, or with obje6lions learned

from thofe who had learned them from my own
Preface. Yours is the only letter of good-will that

1 have received, though, indeed I am promifed

fomething of that fort from Sweden.

" How my new edition ^ will be received I know
not ; the fubfcription has not been very fuccefsfuL

I iliall publifh about March.
" Ifyou can dire6l me hov/ to fend propofals, I

fhould willi that they were in fuch hands.

^' I remember. Sir, in fome of the firft' letters

\vith which you favoured me, you mentioned your

5 Qi Shakrpeare.

lady.
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lady. May I enquire after her? In return for ^ISl-

the favours which you have fhewn me, it is not ^^^^748^

much to tell you, that I wifh you and her all that

can conduce to your happinefs. I am, Sir,

" Your moft obliged,

<« And moft humble fervant,

Sam. JoHxNrsoN.'*
«« Gough-fquarc, Dec. 24, 1737.

In 1758 we find him, it fhould fecm, in as eafy 1758.

and pleafant a ftate of exiftence, as conftitutional

unhappinefs ever permitted him to enjoy.

^0 Mr, BuK^EY J at Lynney Norfolk,*

« Sir,
" YOUR kindnefs is fo great, and my

claim to any particular regard from you fo little,

that I am at a lofs how to exprefs my fenfe of your

favours ^j but I am, indeed, much pleafed to be

thus diftinguifhed by you.

" I am afhamed to tell you that my Shakfpeare

will not be out fo foon as I promifed my fubfcribers

;

but I did not promife them more than I promifed

myfclf. It will, however, be publifhed before

fummer.
" I have fent you a bundle of propofals, which,

I think, do not not profcfs more than I have hi-

therto performed. I have printed many ofthe plays,

and have hitherto left very few pafTages unexplained

;

where I am quite at a lofs, I confefs my ignorance,

which isfcldom done by commentators.

• Thii letter was an anfvvcr to one in which was enclofcd a

draft for the payment of fomc fubfcriptions to his bhakfpcarc.

*« I have
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1758. *' I have, likewife, inclofed twelve receipts; not

'%. f.Q that I mean to innpofe upon you the trouble of

pufliing them with more importunity than may
feem proper, but that you may rather have more

than fewer than ypu fhall want. The propofals

you will difleminate as there fliall be opportunity.

I once printed them at length in the Chronicle, and

fome of my friends (I believe Mr. Murphy, who
formerly wrote the Gray's-Inn Journal) introduced

them with a fplendid encomium.
*^ Since the Life ofBrowne, I have been a little

engaged, from time to time, in the Literary Ma-
gazine, but not very lately. I have not the col-

ledlion by me, and therefore cannot draw out a ca-

talogue of my own parts, but will do it, and fend

it. Do not buy them, for I will gather all thofe

that have any thing of mine in them, and fend them

to Mrs. Burney, as a fmall token of gratitude for

the regard which fhe is pleafed to beftow upon me.

I am. Sir,

'^ Your moft obliged

^^ And mod humble fervant,

** London, March 8, 1758. SaM. JohNSON."

Dr. Burney has kindly favoured me with the

following memorandum, which I take the liberty

to infert in his own genuine eafy ftyle. I love to

exhibit fketches of my illuftrious friend by various

eminent hands.

" Soon after this, Mr. Burney, during a vifit to

the capital, had an interview with him in Gough-

fquare, where he dined and drank tea with him,

and was introduced, to the acquaintance of Mrs.

Williams.
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Williams. After dinner, Mr. Johnfon propofed

to Mr. Burney to go up with him into his garret,

which being accepted, he there found about five or

fix Greek folios, a deal writing-defk, and a chair

;id a half. Johnfon giving. to his gueft the entire

leat, tottered himfelf on one with only three legs

and one arm. Here he gave Mr. Burney Mrs.

William's hiftory, and fhewed him fome volumes

of his Shakfpeare already printed, to prove that he

was in earned. Upon Mr. Burney *s opening

the firft volume, at the Merchant of Venice,

he obferved to him, that he feemed to hp

more fevere on Warburton than Theobald.

^ O poor Tib. ! (faid Johnfon) he was ready

knocked down to my hands; Warburton (lands

between me and him.' ' But, Sir, (faid Mr. Bur-
ney,) you'll have Warburton upon your bones,

won't you ?' * No, Sir -, he'll not come out : he'll

only growl in his den.* * But you think, Sir, that

Warburton is a fuperiour critick to Theobald?'—
^ O, Sir, he'd make two-and-fifty Theobalds, cut

into dices ! The worft of Warburton is, that he

has a rage for faying fomething, when there's no-

thing to be faid.'—Mr. Burney then afked him
whether he had feen the letter which Warburton
had written in anfwer to a pamphlet addreffed ^ To
the mod impudent Man alive.' He anfwered in

the negative. Mr. Burney told him it was fup-

pofcd to be written by Mallet. The controverfy

now raged between the friends of Pope and Boling-

brokej and Warburton and Mallet were the leaders

of the fcvcral parties. Mr. Burney afked him then

he had fccn Warburton's book againft Boling-

3 brokc'^
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brokers Philofophy ? ' No, Sir ; I have never

read Bolingbroke's impiety, and therefore am not

interefled about its confutation."

On the fifteenth of April he began a new perio-

dicalpaper, entitled " The Idler,*" which came

out every Saturday in a weekly news-paper, called

*« The Univerfal Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette,"

publifhcd by Newbery. Thefe eflays were con-

tinued till April 5, 1760. Of one hundred and

three, their total number, twelve were contributed

by his friends ; of which, Numbers 23y 93> ^^^

96, were written by Mr, Thomas Warton ; No.

67 by Mr. Langton ; and No. 76,79, and 82, by

Sir Jofhua Reynolds ; the concluding words of

No. 82, "and pollute his canvas with deformity,"

being added by Johnfon, as Sir Jofhua informed

me.

The Idler is evidently the work of the fame

mind which produced the Rambler, but has lefs

body and more fpirit. It has more variety of real

life, and great facility of langua^-e. He defcribes

the miferies of idlenefs, with the lively fenfations

ofone who has felt them ; and in his private me-

morandums while engaged in it, we find " This

year I hope to learn diligence ^" Many of thefe

excellent effays were written as haflily as an ordinary

letter. Mr. Langton remembers Johnfon, when

on a vifit at Oxford, afking him one evening how

long it was till the poll went out 5 and on being told

about half an hour, he exclaimed, " then we fhall

do very v.xll.^' He upon this inflantly fat down

' Prayers and Meditations, p. 30.

and
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and finifhed an Idler, which it was necefTary fliould 175^-

be in London the next day, Mr. Langton having ^^^~^
iignified a wifh to read it, " Sir, (laid he) you fliall

not do more than I have done myfelf." He then

folded it up, and fent it off.

Yet there are in the Idler feveral papers which

fiiew as much profundity of thought, and labour of

language, as any of this great man's writings. No.

14, " Robbery of time i'* No. 24, "Thinking;"

No. 41, " Death of afriend /' No. 43, "Flight

of time;'* No. 51, " Domeftick greatnefs unat-

tainable:" No. 52, " Self-denial i" No. 58," Ac-

tual, how fhort of fancied excellence ;" " No. 89,
" Phyfical evil moral good ;" and his concluding

paper on " The horrour of the lad," will prove

this aflertion. I know not why a motto, the ufual

trapping of periodical papers, is prefixed to very

few of the Idlers, as I have heard Johnfon com-

mend the cuflom : and he never could be at a lois

for one, his memory being ftored with innumer-

ible paflages of the clalTicks. In this feries of

elfays he exhibits admirable inftances of grave hu-

mour, of which he had an uncommon fiiare. Nor
on fome occafions has he reprefled that power of

fophiftry which he pofTefled in fo eminent a de-

gree. In No. II, he treats with the utmoft con-

tempt the opinion that our mental faculties depend,

in fome degree, upon the weather; an opinion,

which they who have never experienced its truth

arc not to be envied, and of which he himfelf

could not but be fcnfible, as the efte(5ts of weather

upon him were very vifiblc. Yet thus he declaims

:

" Surely, nothing is more reproachful to a being

endowed
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endowed with reafon, than to refign Its powers to

^^^^^^"T'. ^^^ influence of the air, and live in dependence on

the weather and the wind for the only blefllngs

which nature has put into our power, tranquillity

and benevolence.—This diftindlion of feafons is

produced only by invagination operating on luxury.

To temperance, every day is bright ; and every

hour is propitious to diligence. He that fliall re-

folutely excite his faculties, or exert his virtues,

will foon make himfelf fuperiour to the feafons -,

and may fet at defiance the morning mift and the

evening damp, the blafts of the eaft, and the

clouds of the fouth.'*

Alas ! it is too certain, that where the frame

has delicate fibres, and there is a fine fenfibility,

fuch influences of the air are irrefiftible. He might

as well have bid defiance to the ague, the palfy, and

all other bodily diforders. Such boafting of the

mind is falfe elevation.

"I think the Romans call it Stoicifm."

But in this number of his Idler his fpirits feem to

run riot; for in the wantonnefs of his difquifition

he forgets, for a moment, even the reverence for

that which he held in high refpedl ; and defcribes

** the attendant on a Courts'' as one " whofe bufi-

linels is to watch the looks of a being, weak and

foolifh as himfelf."

His unqualified ridicule of rhetorical geflure ot

a6lion is not, furely, a teit of truth -, yet we cannot

help admiring how well it is adapted to produce the

efFedl which he wiihed. " Neither the judges

of our laws, nor the reprefentatives of our people,

would
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juld be much affecled by laboured gefliculation,

or believe any man the more becaufe he rolled his

eyes, or puffed his cheeks, or fpread abroad his

arms, orftamped the ground, or diumped his bread ;

or turned his eyes fometimes to the ceiling, and

fometimes to the floor."

A cafual coincidence with other writers, or an

!option of a fentiment or image which has been

found in the writings of another, and afterwards ap-

pears in the mind as one*s own, is not unfrequent.

The richnefs of Johnfon's fancy, which could fupply

his page abundantly onalloccafions, and the (Irength

of his memory, which at once detefled the real

owner of any thought, made him lefs liable to the

imputation of plagiarifm than, perhaps, any of our

:ccis. In the Idler, however, there is a paper,

in which converfation is afilmilated to a bowl of

punch, where there is the fame train of comparifba

as in a poem by Blacklock, in his colleclion pub-

iifhedin 17563 in which a parallel is ingenioufly

drav/n between human life and that liquor. It

ends,

" Say, then, phyficians of each kind,

" Who cure the body or the mind,

" What harm in drinking can there be,

" Since punch and life fo well agree ?"

To the Idler, when colledled In volumes, he

led (bcfide the ElTay on Epitaphs, and the Dif-

fcrtation on thofe of Pope,) an Effay on the Bravery

of the Englilh common Soldiers,

r#



204- T HE LIFE OF
1758.

JEtat, 49, 21? fbe Reverend Mr, Thomas Wartont,

" Dear Sir,

" YOUR notes upon my poet were very

acceptable. I beg that you will be fo kind as to

continue your fearches. It will be reputable to my
work, and fuitable to your profelTorfhip, to have

fomething of yours in the notes. As you have

given no dire61:ions about your name, I (hall there-

fore put it. I wifh your brother would take the

fame trouble. A commentary muft arife from the

fortuitous difcoveries ofmany men in devious walks

ofliterature. Some of your remarks are on plays

already printed : but I purpofe to add an Appendix

ofNotes, fo that nothing comes too late.

" You give yourfelf too much unealinefs, dear

Sir, about the lofs of the papers*. The lols is

nothing, if nobody has found them; nor even

then, perhaps, if the numbers be known. You
are not the only friend that has had the fame mif-

chance. You may repair your wantoutof aftock,

which is depofited with Mr. Allen, of Magdalen-

Hall; or out of a parcel which I havejuft fent to

Mr. Chambers 9, for the ufe ofany body that will be

fo kind as to want them. Mr. Langtons are well

;

and Mifs Roberts, whom I have at lad brought to

fpeak, upon the information which you gave me,

^ that llie had fomething to fay.

« I am, &c.
" [London] April 14, 17^8. SaM. JohnsON.'*

• " Receipts for Shakfpeare.

* ** Then of Lincoln College. Now Sir Robert Chambers,

oire of the Judgegin India."

To
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^0 the fame.

•<Dear Sir,

"YOU will receive this by Mr. Barctti, a

gentleman particularly intitled to the notice and

kindnefs of the Profeflbr of poefy. He has tinnc

but for a fhort (lay, and will be glad to have it

filled up with as much as he can hear and fee.

"In recommending another to your favour, I

ought not to omit thanks for the kindnefs which

you have fhown to myfelf. Have you any more
notes on Shakfpeare ? I ihall be glad of them.

" J fee your pupil fbmetimes ' : his mind is as

exalted as his ftature. I am halfafraid of him ; but

he is no lefs amiable than formidable. He will, if

the forwardnefs of his fpring be not blafted, be a

credit to you, and to the Univerfity. He brings

fomc of my plays* with him, which he has my
permifTion to fhew you, on condition you will hide

them from every body elfe.

" I am, dear Sir, &:c.

« [London,] June i, 1758. SaM. JohNSON."

In 1759, *" ^^^ month of January, his mother ^uu ^p.

died at the great age of ninety, an event which

deeply affc6led hign ; not that " his mind had ac-

quired no firmnefs by the contemplation of mor-
tality '," but that his reverential afFedion for her

• «< Mr. Lan^on.'*

• «* Part of the imprcffion of the Shakfpcarp, which Dr. John*

Ion conduced alone, and publilhcd by fubfcription. Thii edi*

tion came out in I76j."
* ?fanrkins'» Life of Johnfon, p. i(>^^

Vol. I. X wai
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was not abated by years, as indeed he retained all

Mt&l 50^ his tender feelings even to the lateft period of his

life. I have been told that he regretted much his

not having gone to vifit his mother for feveral years

previous to her death. But he was conftantly en~

gaged in literary labours which confined him to

London ; and though he had not the comfort of

feeing his aged parent, he contributed liberally to

her fupport.

Soon after this evcntr> he wrote his " Rasselas,

Prince of Abyssinia s*'* concerning the publi-

cation of which Sir John Hawkins guefTes vaguely

and idly, inftead of having taken the trouble to in-

form hiinfelf with authentick precilion. Not to

trouble my readers with a repetition of the Knight's

reveries, I have to mention, that the late Mr. Stra-

han the printer told me, that Johnfon wrote it,

that with the profits he might defray the expence of

his mother's funeral, and pay fome little debts

which fhe had left. He told Sir Jofhua Reynolds

that he compofed it in the evenings of one week,

lent it to the prefs in portions as it was written,

and had never fince read it over. Mr. Strahan,

Mr. Johnfton, and Mr. Dodiley purchafed it for a

hundred pounds, but afterwards paid him twenty-

five pounds more when it came to a fecond

edition.

Confideiing the large fums which have been re-

ceived for compilations, and works requiring not

much more genius than compilations, we cannot

but wonder at the very low price v/hich he was con-

tent to receive for this admirable performance

;

which, though he had written nothing elle, would

have
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have rendered his name immortal in the world

of literature. None of his writings has been fo ex-

tenfively diffufed over Europe j for it has been

tranflated into moft, if not all, of the modern

languages. This Tale, with all the charms of

oriental imagery, and all the force and beauty of

which the Englifh language is capable, leads us

through the moft important fcenes of human life,

and fhews us that this flage of our being is full

of " vanity and vexation of fpirit." To thofe

who look no further than the prefent life, or who
maintain that human nature has not fallen from

the (late in which it was created, the inflru^lion

of this fublime llory will be of no avail. But they

who think jullly, and feel with flrong fenfibility,

will llften with eagernefs and admiration to its

truth and wifdom. Voltaire's Candide, written

to refute the fyftem of Optimifm, which it has ac-

complilhed with brilliant fuccefs, is wonderfully

fimiiar in its plan and condudt to Johnfon's Ras-
SCLAS; infomuch, that I have heard Johnfon fay,

that if they had not been publiflied fo clofely one

after the other that there was not time for imita-

tion, it would have been in vain to deny that the

fcheme of that which came lateft was taken from

the other. Though the propofition illullrated by

both thcic works was the fame, namely, that in

our prefent ftate there is more evil than good, the

intention of the writers was very different. Vol-

taire, 1 am afraid, meant only by wanton profane-

ncfs to obtain a fportivc vidlory over religion, and

to difcrcdit the belief of a fuperintending Provi-

dicnce: Johnfon meant, by flicwing the unfatis-

X 2 fadlorv
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17^9. faftory nature of things temporal, to direft the

^^^ ' hopes of man to things eternal. Raflfelas, as was

obferved to me by a very accompliflied lady, may
be confidered as a more enlarged and more deeply

philofophical difcourfe in profe, upon the intereft-

ing truth, which in his " Vanity of human Wifhes'*

he had ib fuccefsfuUy enforced in verfe.

The fund of thinking which this work contains

is fuch, that almoft every fentence of it may fur-

nilh a fubjedl of long meditation. I am not fatis-

fied if a year pafles without my having read it

through } and at every penifal, my admiration of

the mind which produced it is fo highly raifed,

that I can fcarcely believe that I had the honour of

enjoying the intimacy of fiich a man.

I rellrain myfelf from quoting pafTages from this

excellent work, or even referring to them, becaufc

I fhould not know what to felcd, or, rather, what

to omit, I lliall, however, tranfcribe one, as it

fhews how well he could date the arguments of

thofe who believe in the appearance of departed

fpirits, a dodrine which it is a miftake to fuppofe

that he himfelf ever pofitively held :

** If all your fear be of apparitions, (faid the

Prince,) I will promife you fafety : there is no dan-

ger from the dead ; he that is once buried will be

feen no more.

*^ That the dead are {ten no more, (faid Imlac,)

I will not undertake to maintain againft the con-

current and unvaried teftimony of all ages, and of

all nations. There is no people, rude or learned,
|

among whom apparitions of the dead are not re- i

kted and believed. This opinion, which prevails J

as



Dr. JOHNSON.
as far as human nature is difFufed, could become

tiniverfal only by its truth; thofe that never heard of

one another, would not have agreed in a talc vi^hich

nothing but experience can make credible. That

it is doubted by fingle cavillers, can very little

weaken the general evidence j and fome who deny

it with their tongues, confefs it by their fears."
"^

Notwithftanding my high admiration of Raf-

fcllas, I will not maintain that the " morbid melan-

choly" in Johnfon's conflitution may not, perhaps,

have made life appear to him more infipid and un-

happy than it generally is ; for I am fure that he

had lefs enjoyment from it than I have. Yet,

whatever additional fhade his own particular fenfa-

rions may have thrown on his reprefentation of life,

attentive obfervation and clofe inquiry have con-

vinced me, that there is too much of reality in the

gloomy pidure. The truth, however, is, that

we judge of the happinefs and mifery of life dif-

ferendy at different times, according to the (late

of our changeable frame. I always remember a

remark made to me by a Turkifh lady, educated

in France, " Mafoiy Monfteur^ notre bonheur depentt

dc lafa<;on que notrefang circuky This have I learnt

from a pretty hard courfe of experience, and would,

from fincere benevolence, imprefs upon all who
honour this book with a perufal, that until a (leady

convidtion is obtained, that the prefcnt life is an

impcrfedl (late, and only a paflage to a better, if

wc comply with the divine fchemc of progrcffivc

improvement ; and alfo that it is a part of the

myftcrious plan of Providence, that intelle(5lual

beings muft " be made perfcdb through fuffcring;"

X 3 there



THE LIFE OF
there will be a continual recurrence of difappoint-.

ment and uneafinefs. But if we walk with hope

in " the mid-day fun'* of revelation, our tennper

and difpofition will be fuch, that the comforts and

enjoyments in our way will be reliOied, while we
patiently fupport the inconveniencies and pains.

After much fpeculation and various reafonings, I

acknowledge myfelf convinced of the truth of Vol-

taire's conclufion, " Apres tout c'ejl un mondepajfa^

Me'' But we muft not think too deeply:

" Where ignorance is blifs, 'tis folly to be wife,'*

is, in many refpedls, more than poetically juft.

Let us cultivate, under the command of good

principles, "/<:? theorie des Jenjations agreahles'^

and, as Mr. Burke once admirably counfelled a

grave and anxious gentleman, " livepleafant."

The effed of RafTelas, and of Johnfon's other

moral tales, is thus beautifully illuftrated by Mr,

Courtenay

;

" ImprefTive truth, in fplendid fidion dreft,

" Checks the vain wifh, and calms the troubled breafli

" O'er the dark mind a light celeftial throws,

*' And fooths the angry paffions to repofe

;

" As oil efFus'd illumes and fmooths the deep,

« When round the bark the fwelling furges fweep^"

It will be recollefted, that during all this year

he carried on his Idler ^ and, no doubt, was

proceeding

* Literary anc^ Moral Charafler of Dr. Jolinfon.

* This paper was in fuch high eftimation before it was col-

|e(^ed into volumes, that it was feized on with avidity by vari-

ous
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proceeding, though flowly, in his edition of Shak- *">9-

fpearc. He, however, from that liberality which ^tat. ^o*

never failed, when called upon to aflift other

ous publifhers of news-papers and magazines, to enrich their

publications. Johnfon, to put a ftop to this unfair proceeding,

wrote for the Univerfal Chronicle the following advertifement,

in which there is, perhaps, more pomp of words than the occa-

fion demanded

:

*' London, January ^, I'j^g. Advertifement. The propri-

etors of tke paper intitled * The Idler,' having found that thofc

effays arc inferted in the ncws-papcrs and magazines with fo lit-

tle regard to juftice or decency, that the Univerfal Chronicle,

in which they firft appear, is not always mentioned, think it nc-

ccfTary to declare to the publifhers of thofe colledions, that how-
ever patiently they have hitherto endured thefe injuries, made yet

more injurious by contempt, they have now determined to endurd

theqi no longer. They have already fcen elTays, for which a

very large price is paid, tranferred, with the mod fhamelefs rapa-

city, into the weekly or monthly compilations, and their right,

at lead for the prefent, alienated from them, before they con Id

thcmfclvcs be faid to enjoy it. But they would not willingly be

thought to want tendcrnefs, even for men by whom no tcnder-

nefs hath been Ihcwn. The paft is without remedy, and fhall

be without rcfentmcnt. But thofe who have been thus bufy with

their fickles in the fields of their neighbours, are henceforward

to t.ikc notijrc, that the tiipc of impunity is at an end. Who-
ever (hall, without our leave, lay the hand of rapine upon our

papers, is to expect that we fliall vindicate our due, by the means

iirhich jufticc prcfcribcs, and which are warranted i)y the imme-
morial prefcriptions of honourable trade. Wc fhall lav hold, in

our turn, on their cojies, degrade them from the pomp of wide

margin and diffufc tyi>ography, contrad them into a narrow

fpace, and fell them at an humble price; yet not with a view of

growing rich by confifcationi, for wc think not much better of

money got I' ' ;tnt than by crimes. V\'c (hall, therefore,

when our lo: aid^ give what profit fliall remain 10 the

Ma^iliiUiti ; for wc know not who can be more properly taxed

fcr the fupport of penitent proftiiutes, than proftitutr^ in wlmiT^

•re yet appears neither penitence nor fharae,"

X 4 labourers
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1759- labourers in literature, found time to tranflatc for

^tat. 50.
^''^* Lennox's Englilh verfion of Brumoy, « A
Diflertation on the Greek Conaedy,"f and " The
General Gonclufion of the book. ''f

An inquiry into the ftate of foreign countries

was an obje€l that fecms at all times to have inter-

efted Johnfon. Hence Mr. Newbery found no

great difficulty in perfuading him to write the In-

trodu(5lion* to a colledion of voyages and travels

publifhcd by him under the title of " The World
Difplayedj" the firft volume of which appeared

this year, and the remaining volumes in fubfe-

quenc years.

1 would afcribe to this year the following letter

to a fon of one of his early friends at Lichfield,

Ml. Jofeph Simpfon, Barrifter, and authour of a

trad entitled " Reflexions on the Study of the

Law."

1*0 Joseph Simpson, E/q^

« Dear Sir,

" YOUR father's inexorability not only

grieves but amazes me ; he is your father , he was

always accounted a wife man ; nor do 1 remember
' any thing to the difadvantage of his good nature;

but in his refufal to afTift you there is neither good-

^ nature, fatherhood, nor wifdom. It is the pradice

of good-nature to overlook faults which have al-

ready, by the confequences, punifhed the delin-

quent. It is natural for a father to think more
favourably than others of his children ; and it is

always wife to give afliflance while a little help will

prevent the necefiity of greater.

4 *' If
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*' If you married imprudently, you mifcarned

at your own hazard, at an age when you had a

right of choice. It would be hard if the man
might not choofe his own wife, who has a right to

plead before the Judges of his country.

" If your imprudence has ended in difficulties

and inconveniencies, you are yourfelf to fupport

them ; and, with the help of a little better health,

you would fupport them and conquer them. Surely,

that want which accident and ficknefs produces,

is to be fupported in every region of humanity,

though there were neither friends nor fathers in the

world. You have certainly from your father the

highcft claim of charity, though none of right; and

therefore I would counfel you to omit no decent

nor manly degree of importunity. Your debts in

the whole are not large, and of the whole but a

fmall part is troublefome. Small debts are like

fmall ihot; they are ratding on every fide, and

can fcarcely be efcaped without a wound: great

debts are like cannon; of loud noife, but littJe

danger. You mufl, therefore, be enabled to dif-

charge petty debts, that you may have Icifure, with

fecurity, to ftruggle with the reft. Neither the

great nor litde debts difgrace you. I am fure you

have my efteem for the courage with which you

contradlcd them, and the fpirit with which you en-

dure them. I wifh my efteem could be of more

ufc. I have been invited, or have invited myfelf,

to fcveral parts of the kingdom; and will not in-

commode my dear Lucy by coming to Lichfield,

while her prcfent lodging is of any ufe to her. I

hope, in a few days, to be at leifurc, and to make
vifits. Whither I (hall fly is matter of no im-

portance,
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1 7 5-9. portance. A man iinconnefted is at home every

Y^ where 3 iinlefs he may be faid to be at home no

where. I am forry, dear Sir, that where you have

parents, a man of your merits fliould not have an

home. I wilh I could give it you. I am, my
dear Sjr, " Afiedlionately yours,

" Sam. Johnson."

Jle now refrelhed himfelf by an excurfion to

Oxford, ofwhich the following fhort chara6leriftical

notice, in his own words, is preferved: «***

is now making tea for me, 1 have been in my
gown ever fince I came here. It was, at my firft

coming, quite new and handfome. I have fwum
thrice, which I had difufed for many years. I

have propofed to Vanfittart^ climbing over the

wall, but he has refufed me. And I have clapped

my hands till they are fore, at Dr. King's fpeech^'*

His negro fervant, Francis Barber, having left

him, and been fome time at fea, not prefled as has

been fuppofed, but widi his own confent, it appears

from a letter to John Wilkes, Efq. from Dr.

Smollet, that his mafter kindly interefted himfelf

in procuring his releafe from a ftate of life of which

Johnfon always expreffed the utmoft abhorrence.

He faid, " No man will be a failor who has con-

trivance enough to get himfelf into a jail; for

being in a fhip is being in a jail, widi the chance of

being drowned *." And at another time, " A man
in a jail has more room, better food, and com-

* Dr. Robert Vanfittart, of the ancient and rerpc<5lable family

of that name in Berkfliire. He was eminent for learning and

worth, and much eileemed by Dr. Johnfon.

Gentleman's Magazine, April I785.

• Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. u6.

monly
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xnonly better company ^" The letter was as follows \

« Dear Sir, Chelfea, March i6, 1759.
^^^^' S^^

** I AM again your petitioner, in behalf of

that great Cham * of literature, S annuel Johnfon,

His black fervant, whofe name is Francis Barber,

has been prefled on board the Stag Frigate, Cap-

tain Angel, and our lexicographer is in great dif-

Crefs. He ftys the boy is a fickly lad, of a deli-

cate frame, and particularly fubje6l to a malady in

his throat, which renders him very unfit for his

Majefty's fervice. You know what matter of

animofity the faid Johnfon has againft you j and I

dare fay you defire no other opportunity of refent-

ing it than that of laying him under an obligation.

He was humble enough to defire my afliflance on

this occafion, though he and I were never cater-

coufins; and I gave him to underftand that I

would make application to my friend Mr. Wilkes,

who, perhaps, by his intereft with Dr. Hay and

Mr. Elliot, might be able to procure the difchargc

of his lacquey. It would be fuperfluous to fay

more on the fubje(5l, which I leave to your own

confideration ; but I cannot let flip this opportu-

nity of declaring that I am, with the mod inviola-

ble efteem and attachment, dear Sir,

<* Your affedlionate obliged humble fervant,

«* T. Smollet."

• Ibid. p. 2p.
* In my firft edition this word was printed CA«w, as it app>cars in

one of Mr. Wilkes's Mifccllanics, and I animadverted on Dr.

•*
•

; (• ; for which let me propitiate thc«»<7«r/ of that

volcnt gentleman. Cii u m was certainly a mif-

;')rC>f'tfw,thc(itleofthcSovcrt!ignofTartary, which

.. .., , ... -1 10 Johnfon, the Monarch of Literature; and was an

xt famiUar to Smollct. Sec «' Roderick Random," chap. 56.

tor
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1759* Mr. Wilkes, who upon all cccafions has stated,

jlis^i\o^
as a private gentleman, with mofl polite liberality,

applied to his friend Sir George Hay, then one of

the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty ; and

Francis Barber was difcharged, as he has told me,

without any wifh of his own. He found his old

mafter in Chambers in the Inner Temple, and re-

turned to his fervice.

What particular new fcheme of life Johnfon had

in view this year, I have not difcovered j but that

he meditated one of fome fort, is clear from his

private devotions, in which we find \ " the change

of outward things which I am now to m^ake;" and,

*^ Grant me the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that the

courfe which I am now beginning may proceed

according to thy laws, and end in the enjoyment of

thy favour/' But he did not, in fadb, make any

,

'

external or vifible change.

At this time there being a competition among
the archite6ls of London to be employed in the

building of Blackfriars-bridge, a queftion was very

warmly agitated whether femicircular or elliptical

arches were preferable. In the defign offered by

Mr. Mylne the elliptical form was adopted, and

therefore it was the great objed of his rivals to

attack it. Johnfon' s regard for his friend Mr.

Gwyn induced him to engage in this controverfy

againft Mr. Mylne* ; and after being at confiderabk

pains

For this corre^ion I am indebted to Lord Palmerfton, whofe ta

Icnts and literary acquirements accord well with his refpe(flabl

pedigree of Temple.
* Prayers and Meditations, pp. 30 and 40.
* Sir John Hawkins has given a long detail of it, in tha

manner vulgarly, but fignificantly, called rJ^ntaroig; in which

amidi
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pains to ftudy the fubjedl, he wrote three feveral

letters in the Gazetteer, in oppofition to his plan, ^tau 50.

If

araidft an oftcntatious exhibition of arts and artifts, he talks of
•• proportions of a column being taken from that of the human
figure, and adjujled by Nature— mafculine and feminine—in a

m2Xif fefquioiia'vi of the head, and in a Vfomzn fefquinonal'^*

nor has he failed to introduce a jargon of mulical terms, which

do not feem much to correfpond with the fubjed, but fervc to

make up the heterogeneous mafs. To follow the Knight through

all this, would be an ufelefs fatigue to myfeif, and not a little

difgufting to my readers. I (hall, therefore, only make a few

remarks upon his ftatement,—He feems to exult in having dc-

tcfted Johnfon in procuring *• from a perfon eminently Ikilled in

mathematicks and the principles of architedlure, anfwers to a

ftring of queftions drawn up by himfelf, touching the compara-

tive ftrength of femicircular and elliptical arches." Now I can-

not conceive how Johnfon could have afted more wifely. Sit

John complains that the opinion of that excellent mathematician,

Mr. Thomas Simpfon, did not preponderate in favour of the

femicircular arch. But he (hould hav-e known, that however

eminent Mr. Simpfon was in the higher parts of abftraft mathc-

matical fcicncc, he was little vcrfed in mixed and praftical me-

chanicks. Mr. MuUer, of Woolwich Academy, the fcholaftick

father of all the great engineers which this country has employed

for forty yean, decided the qucftion by declaring clearly in fa-

vour of the elliptical arch.

It is ungracioufly fuggcftcd, that Johnfon's motive for oppo-

fing Mr. Mylnc's fchemc may have been his prejudice againft

him ai a native of North- Britain; when, m truth, as has been

dated, he gave the aid of his able pen to a friend, who was one

of the candidates ; and fo far was he from having any illiberal

intipathy to Mr. Mylnc, that he afterwards lived with that gen-

tleman upon very agreeable terms of acquaintance, and dined

with him at his houfe. Sir John Hawkins, indeed, gives full

vent to his own prejudice in abufing Blackfriars bridge, calling

it •* an edifice, in which beauty and fymmetry arc in vain fought

for; by which the ciiizcni of London have perpetuated their

own difgrace* and fubjcdtcd a whole nation to the reproach of

foreigners.**
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If it fhoiild be remarked that this was a contro-

verfy which lay quite out of Johnfon's way, let it

be remembered, that after all, his employing his

powers of reafoning and eloquence upon a fubjedt

which he had ftudied on the moment, is not more
flrange than what we often obferve in lawyers, who,

as ^Jcquid agunt homines is the matter of law-fuits,

are lometimes obliged to pick up a temporary

knowledge of an art or fcience, of which they un-

derilood nothing till their brief was delivered, and

appear to be much mailers of it. In like manner,

members of the legidature frequently introduce and

expatiate upon fubje6ts of which they have in-

formed themfelves for the occafion.

iEtat. 51. In 1760 he wrote " An Addrefs of the Painters

to George III. on his Acceflion to the Throne of

thefe Kingdoms,!'* which no monarch ever afcend-

ed with more fincere congratulations from his

foreigners." Whoever has contemplated, placido lumine, this

ftately, elegant, and airy ftrufture, which has fo fine an efFedl,

cfpecially on approaching the capital on that quarter, mull won-

der at fuch unjuft and ill-tempered cenfure ; and I appeal to all

foreigners of good tafte, whether this bridge be not one of the

moft diftinguiihed ornaments of London. As to the ftability

of the fabrick, it is certain that the City of London took every

precaution to have the beft Portland ftone for it; but as this is

to be found in the quarries belonging to the publick, under the

direction of the Lords of the Treafury, it fo happened that par-

liamentary intcreft, which is often the bane of fair purfuits,

thwarted their endeavours. Notwithftanding this difadvantage,

it is well known that not only has Blackfriars-bridge never funk

either in its foundation or in its arches, which were fo much the

fubjed of conteft, but any injuries which it has fuifered from the

cffeds of fevere frofts have been already, in fome meafure, re-

paired with founder ftone, and every necclTary renewal can be

completed at a moderate expence*

people.
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people. Two generations of foreign princes had

prepared their minds to rejoice in having again a

King, >vho gloried in being " born a Briton."

He alfo wrote for Mr. Baretti the Dedicationf of

his Italian and Englifh Didlionary, to the Mar-

quis of Abreu, then Envoy Extraordinary from

Spain at the Court of Great-Britain.

Johnfon was now either very idle, or very bufy

with his Shakfpeare ; for I can Hnd no other pub-

lick compofition by him except an account which

he gave in the Gendeman's Magazine of Mr.
Tytlcr*s acute and abl^ vindication of Mary Queen
of Scots.* The generofity of Johnfon's feelings

fhines forth in the following fentence :
" It has now

been fafhionable, for near half a century, to de-

fame and vilify the houfe of Stuart, and to exalt

and magnify the reign of Elizabeth. The Stuarts

have found few apologifts j for the dead cannot

pay for praife, and wlio will, without reward, op-

pofc the tide of popularity ? Yet there remains

ftill among us, not wholly extinguifhed, a zeal

for truth, a defirc of eftablifliing right in oppofition

to fafhion."

Jn this year I have not difcovered a fingle private

letter written by him to any of his friends. It

Ihould fcem, however, that he had at this period

a floating intention of writing a hifbory of the re-

cent and wonderful fucceffcs of the Britifh awns in

all quarters of the globe ; for among his refolutions

or memorandums, September 18, there is, '^ Send

for books for Hid. ofWar*." How much is it to be

regrecccd that this in ten tion was not fttlhlled. His ma-*

* Prayen and Meditations, p. 42.

6 jcftick
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jeillc exprefTion would have carried down to the latcft

pofterity the glorious achievements of his country,

with the fame fervent glow which they produced

on the mind at the time. He would have been

tinder no temptation to deviate in any degree from

truth, which he held very facred, or to take a

licence, which a learned divine told me he once

feemed, in a converfation, jocularly to allow to

hiftorians. " There are (faid he) inexcu fable lies,

and confecrated lies. For inftance, we are told

that on the arrival of the news of the unfortunate

battle of Fontenoy, every heart beat, and every

eye was in tears. Now we know that no man eat

his dinner the worfe, but there Jhould have been all

this concern ; and to fay there wasy (fmiling) may
be reckoned a confecrated lie."

This year Mr. Murphy, having thought

himfelf ill-treated by the Reverend Dr. Franklin,

who was one of the writers of " The Critical Re-

view,*' publiflied an indignant vindication in " A
Poetical Epiftle to Samuel Jolinfon, A. M." in

which he compliments Johnfon in a juft and elegant

manner

:

" Tranfcendant Genius ! whofe prolifick vein

*^ Ne'erJknew the frigid poet's toil and pain

;

** To whom Apollo opens all his ftore,

" And every Mufe prefents her facred lore

;

*^ Say, powerful Johnson, whence thy verfe is fraught

" With fo much grace, fuch energy of thought 5

" Whether thy Juvenal inftruds the age

" In chafter numbers, and new-points his rage

;

" Or
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^* Or fair Irene ftes, alas ! too late

" Her innocence exchanged for guilty flate

;

" Whate'er you write, in every golden line

" Sublimity and elegance combine 3

*' Thy nervous phrafe imprefies every foul,

" While harmony gives rapture to the whole."

Again, towards the conclufion

:

*' Thou then, my friend, who fee*fl the dangVoua

ftrife

*' In which fome demon bids me plunge my life,

" To the Aonian fount diredl my feet,

*' Say where the Nine thy lonely mufings meet ?

^' Where warbles to thy ear the facred throng,

** Thy moral fenfe, thy dignity of fong ?

** Tell, for you can, by what unerring art

*' You wake to finer feelings every heart

;

" In each bright page fome truth important give,

** And bid to future times thy Rambler live."

I take this opportunity to relate the manner in

which an acquaintance firft commenced between

Dr. Johnfon and Mr. Murphy. During the pub-

lication of" The Gray's-lnn Journal," a periodical

paper which was fuccefsfuUy carried on by Mr.

Murphy alone, when a very young man, he hap-

pened to be in the country with Mr. Footej and

having mentioned that he was obliged to go to

London in order to get ready fjr the prefb one of

the numbers of that Journal, Footc faid to him,
** You need not go on that account. Here is a

French magazine, in which you will find a very

Vol. I. Y pretty
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'760' pretty oriental tale 5 tranflate that, and fend it to

^tat. CI. y°"^ printer." Mr* Murphy having read the tale,

was highly pleafed with it, and followed Foote's ad-

vice. When he returned to town, this tale was

pointed out to him in "The Rambler," from whence

it had been tranflated into the French magazine.

Mr. Murphy then waited upon Johnfon, to explain

this curious incident. His talents, literature, and

gentleman-like manners, were foon perceived by

Johnfon, and a friendlhip was formed which was

never broken.

Johnfon, who was ever awake to the calls of

humanity, wrote this year an Introdu6tion* to the

proceedings of the Committee for cloathing the

French prifoners.

i^iat. 52. In 1761 Johnfon appears to have done little.

He was ftill, no doubt, proceeding in his edition

of Shakfpeare -, but what advances he made in it

cannot be afcertained. He certainly was at this

time not adtive ; for in his fcrupulous examination

of himfelf on Eaftcr eve, he laments, in his too

rigorous mode of cenfuring his own condu6t, that

his life, fince the communion of the preceding

Eafter, had been " diffipated and ufelefs^" He,

however, contributed this year the Preface* to

'* Rolt's Dictionary of Trade and Commerce," in

which he difplays fuch a clear and comprehenfive

knowledge of the fubjedt, as might lead the reader

to think that its authour had devoted all his life to

it. I alked him, whether he knew much of Rolt,

and of his work. " Sir, (faid he) I never faw the

5 Prayers and Meditations, p. 44.

man,.
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man, and never read the book. The bookfellers ly^'*

wanted a Preface to a Didlionary of Trade and ^JJ^JfT^
Commerce. I knew very well what fuch a Dic-

tionary fhould be, and I wrote a Preface accord-

ingly/' Rolt, who wrote a great deal for the book-

fellers, was, as Johnfon told me, a fingular cha-

radber. Though not in the lead acquainted with

him, he ufed to fay, " I am juft come from Sam.

Johnfon." This was a fufficient ipecimen of his

vanity and impudence. But he gave a more eminent

proof of it in our filler kingdom, as Dr. Johnfon

informed me. When Akenfide's " Pleafures of

the Imagination" firfl came out, he did not put

his name to the poem. Rolt went over to Dublin,

publifhed an edition o^ it, and put his own name to

it. Upon the fame of this he lived for feveral

months, being entertained at ihe bed tables as

" the ingenious Mr. Rolt^.'* His convcrfation

indeed, did not difcover much of the fire of a

poet; but it was recolledled, that both Addifon

and Thomfon were equally dull till excited by wine.

Akenfide having been informed of this impofition,

vindicated his right by publilhing the poem with its

real auchour's name. Several inftances of fuch

literary fraud have been detecled. The Reverend
Dr. Campbell, of St. Andrew's, wrote " An
Enquiry into the original of Moral Virtue," the

manufcript of which he fent to Mr. Innes, a clergy-

man in England, who was his countryman and

• I have had inquiry made in Ireland as to this ftory, but do

not find it recollected there, i give it on the authority of" Dr.

Johnfon, to which, may be added that of the •* Biographical

Dictionary/' in which it has ftood many years.

Y 2 acquaintance.
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acquaintance. Innes publiflied it with his own

'.JtatTTT
^^^'^^'^^^ ^o i'^ ; a"<^ before the impofition was difcovered,

obtained confiderable promotion, as a reward of

his merit^. The celebrated Dr. Hugh Blair, and

his coufin Mr. George Bannatine^ when ftudents

in divinity, wrote a poem, entitled '^ The Refur-

redion,*' copies of which were handed about in

manufcript. They were, at length, very much
furprized to fee a pompous edition of it in folio,

dedicated to the Princefs Dowager of Wales, by

a Dr. Douglas, as his own. Some years ago a

little novel, entitled " The Man of Feeling," was

aiTumed by Mr. Eccles, a young Irifn clergyman^,

who was afterwards drowned near Bath. He had

been at the pains to tranfcribe the whole book,

with blottings, interlineations, arid corrections, that

it might be fliewn to feveral people as an original.

It was, in truth, the produdron of Mr. Henry
Mackenzie, an attorney in the Exchequer at Edin-

burgh, who is the authour of feveral other ingeni-

ous pieces; but the belief with regard to Mr.

Eccles became fo general, that it was thought ne-

cefTary for MelTieurs Strahan and Cade11 to publilh

an advertifement in the news-papers, contradiding

the report, and mentioning that they purchafed

the copy-right of Mr. Mackenzie. 1 can conceive

this kind of fraud to be very eafily pradiied with

fuccefsfui effrontery. The filiation of a literary

performance is difficult of proof; feldom is there

' 7 1 have both the books. Innes was the clergyman who brought

Pfalraanazar to England^ and was an accomplice in his extraor-

dinary -fidion.

any
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3^5

sLuy witncfs prcfent at its birth. A man,' either *7^'-

in confidence or by improper niQans, obtains pof- ^^^^ ^2

ieflion of a copy of ic in manufcript, and boldly

publiflies it as his own. The true aiithour, in

many cafes, may not be able to make his title clear.

Johnfon, indeed, from the peculiar features of his

literary offspring, might bid defiance to any attempt

to appropriate tiiem to others

:

" But Shakfpeare^s magick could not copied be,

*' Within that circle none durft walk but he."

He this year lent his friendly afTiftance to corred

and improve a pamphlet written by Mr. Gwyn,
the architeft, entitled " Thoughts on the Corona-
tion of Georgelll." *

Johnfon had now for fome years admitted Mr.

Baretti to his intimacy ; nor did their friendfhip

ceafc upon their being feparated by Baretti*s revifit-

ing his native country, as appears from Johnfon'^

letters to him.

^0 Mr. Jc:.i:ph Baretti, ai Alilan^.

" YOU reproach mc very often with parfi-

mony of writing: but you may difcover by the ex-

tent of my paper, that I defign to recompcnce

rarity by length. A fhort letter to a diflant friend

IS, in my opinion, an infult like that of a llight

The originals of Dr. Johnfon's three letters to Mr, Baretti,

which are among the very beft he cvr-r wrote, were communi-
cated to the proprietors of that inftructivc and clrgani monthly

qjifccllany, «« The European Magazine/' in which they fiift

at>ix*arL-d,

y 3 bow
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bow ©r curfory falutation ;—a proof of unwilling-

nefs to do much, even where there is a neceflity

of doing fomething. Yet it miift be remembered,

that he who continues the fame coiarfe of life in the

fame place, will have little to tell. One week and

one year are very like one another. The filent

changes made by time are not always perceived ;

and if they are not perceived, cannot be recounted.

I have rifen and lain down, talked and mufed,

while you have roved over a confiderable part of

Europe : yet I have not envied my Baretti any of

his pleafures, though, perhaps, I have envied others

his company -, and I am glad to have other nations

made acquainted with thechara6ler of theEnglifh,

by a traveller who has fo nicely infpe^led our man-

ners, and fo fuccefsfully ftudied our literature. I

received your kind letter from Falmouth, in which

you gave me notice of your departure for Lifbon

;

and another from Lifbon, in which you told me,

that you were to leave Portugal in a few days.

To either of thefe how could any anfwer be re-

turned ? I have had a third from Turin, complain-

ing that I have not anfwered the former. Your
Englifh ftyle flill continues in its purity and vigour.

With vigour your genius will fupply it; but its

purity mufl be continued by clofe attention. To
ufe two languages familiarly, and without contami-

nating one by the other, is very difficult ; and to

ufe more than two, is hardly to be hoped. The
praifes which fome have received for their multi-

plicity of languages, may be fufficient to excite in-

duftry, but can hardly generate confidence.

*^ 1 know
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" I know not whether I can heartily rejoice at

the kind reception which you have found, or at the ^t^t. -7,

popularity to which you are exalted. I am willing

that your merit fhould be diltinguifhed j but can-

not wilh that your affe61:ions may be gained. I

would have you happy wherever you are : yet I

would have you wifh to return to England. If

ever you vifit us again, you will find the kindnefs

of your friends undiminifhed. To tell you how
many enquiries are made after you, would be tedi-

ous, or if not tedious, would be vain j becaufe you

may be told in a very few words, that allwho knew
you wifh you well ; and all that you embraced at

your departure, will carefs you at your return :

therefore do not let Italian academicians nor Italian

ladies drive us from your thoughts. You may
find among us what you will leave behind, fofc

fmilcs and eafy fonnets. Yet I fhall not wonder
if all our invitations fhould be rejeded : for there is

a pleafure in being confiderable at home, which is

not eafily refifted.

" By conducing Mr. Southwell to Venice, you

fulfilled, I know, the original contract : yet I would

wifh you not wholly to lofe him from your notice,

but to recommend him to fuch acquaintance as

may beft fecure him from fuffering by his own
follies, and to take fuch general care both of his

fafety and his intcreft as may come within your

power. His relations will thank you for any fuch

gratuitous attention : at lead they will not blame
you for any evil that may happen, whether they

diank you or not for any good.

Y 4 " You



328 THE LIFE OF
1 761. <c You know that we have a new King and a new

^j^f'
"^ Parliament. Of the new ParHament Fitzherbert

is a member. We were fo weary of our old King,

that we are much pleafcd with his fuccefTor; of

whom we are fo much inclined to hope great things,

that mod of us begin already to beheve them.

The young man is hitherto blamelefs -, but it would

be unreafonable to exped much from the imma-
turity of juvenile years, and the ignorance of

princely education, He has been long in the hands

of the Scots, and has already favoured them mor^

than the Englifh will contentedly endure. But,

perhaps, he fcarcely knows whom he has diflin-

guiflied, or whom he ha^ difgufted.

" The Artiils have inftituted a yearly exhibition

of pictures and ftatues, in imitation, as I am told,

of foreign academies. Thi? year was the fecond

exhibition. They pleafe themfelves much with

the muldtud<i of fpe6lators, and im.agine that the

Englifh fchool will rife in reputation. Reynolds

is without a rival, and continues to add thoufands

to thoufands, which he deferves, among other ex-

cellencies, by retaining his kindnefs for Baretti.

This exhibition has filled the heads of the Artiils

and lovers of art. Surely hfe, if it be not long, is

tedious, fince we are forced to call in the affiflance

of fo many trifles to rid us of our time, of that

time which never can return.

" I know my Baretti will not be fansfied with ^

Jetter in which I give him no account of myfelf : yet

what account fhall I give him ? I have not, fi-nce

the day of our feparation, fuffered or done any

tiling confiderable. The only change in my way

3 of
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of life is, that I have frequented the theatre more

than in former feafons. But I have gone thither

only to efcape from myfelf. We have had many

new farces, and the comedy called ' The Jealous

Wife/ which, though not written with much genius,

was yet fo well adapted to the flage, and fo well

exhibited by the actors, that it was crowded for

near twenty nights. I am digrefling from myfelf

to the playhoufe j bat a barren plan muft be filled

with epifodes. Of myfelf i have nothing to fay,

but that 1 have hitherto lived without the concur-

rence of my own judgment 5 yet 1 continue to flat-

ter myfelf, that, when you return, you will find me
mended. I do not wonder that, where the monaf-

tick life is permitted, every order finds votaries,

and every monaftery inhabitants. Men will fub-

mit to any rule, by which they may be exempted

from the tyranny of caprice and of chance. They

are glad to fupply by external authority their own
v»ant of conftancy and refolution, and court the

government of others, when long experience has

convinced them of their own inability to goverr^

themfclves. If I were to vific Italy, my curiofity

would be more attracted by convents than by

palaces; though I am afraid that I fhould find ex-

pectation in both places equally difappoinied, and

life in both places fupported with impatience and

quilted with reluctance. That it mud be fo foon

quitted, is a powerful remedy againft impatience

;

but what (hall free us from reluctance ? Thofc who
have endeavoured fo teach us to die well, have

tjur^ht few to die willui.Mv
; yet I cannot but hope

tha^
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^^^11j ^^^^ ^ S^°^ ^^^^ might end at laft in a contented

iEtat. ^2. death.

*' You fee to what a train of thought lam drawn

by the mention of myfelf Let me now turn my
attention upon you. I hope you take care to keep

an exafb journal, and to regifter all occurrences and

obfervations ; for your friends here expeft fuch a

book of travels as has not been often feen. You
have given us good fpecimens In your letters from

Lifbon. I wilh you had ftaid longer in Spain, for

no country is lefs known to the reft of Europe ; but

the quicknefs of your difcernment muft make
amends for the celerity of your motions. He that

knows which way to dired his view, fees much in

a litde time.

'^ Write to nae very often, and I will not negledt

to write to you ; and I may, perhaps, in time get

fomerhing to write : at leaft, you will know by my
letters, whatever elfe they may have or v/ant, that

I continue to be

" Your moft afFedionate friend,

" London, Jurx lo, 1761. Sam. Johnson.'*

Mtit. 53. In 1^5^ j^e wrote for the Reverend Dr. Ken-
nedy, Reftor of Bradley in Derbyfhire, in a ftrain

of very courdy elegance, a Dedication to the King*
of that gentleman's work, entitled " A complete

Syftem of aftronomical Chronology, unfolding the

Scriptures.'* He had certainly looked at this work
before it was printed 5 for the concluding paragraph

is undoubtedly of his compofition, of which let my
readers judge

:

'' Thus
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" Thus have I endeavoured to free Religion and

•Hiftory fronn the darknefs of a difputed and uncer-

tain chronology; from difficulties which have hi-

therto appeared infuperable, and darknefs which

no luminary of learning has hitherto been able to

dilTipate. I have eflablifhed the truth of the

Mofaical account, by evidence which no tranfcrip-

tion can corrupt, no negligence can lofe, and no

intereft can pervert. I have fhewn that the uni-

verfe bears witnefs to the infpiration of its hiflorian,

by the revolution of its orbs and the fucceffion of

its feafons; that the ftars in their courfes fight againft

incredulity, that the works of God give hourly

confirmation to the law^ the prophetsy and the go/-

pel, of which one day telleth another, and one night

certifietb another ; and that the validity of the facred

writings never can be denied, while the moon fhall

increafe and wane, and the fun fhall know his go*

ingdown."

He this year wrote alfo the Dedication-}- to the

Earl of Middlefex of Mrs. Lennox's " Female

Quixote," and the Preface to the " Catalogue of

the Artift's Exhibitiont."

The following letter, which, on account of its

intrinfick merit, it would have been unjuft both to

Johnfon and the publick to have with-held, was

obtained for me by the folicitation of my friend

Mr. Seward

:

to
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To Dr. Staunton, (mw Sir George Staunton",

Baronef.J

'' Dear Sir,

*M make hade to anfwer your kind letter,

in hope of hearing again from, you before you leave

us. I cannot but regret that a nnan of your quali-

fications fliould find it neceflary to feek an eftablilh-

ment in Guadaloupe, which if a peace fliould re-

ftore to the French, I fhall think it forne alleviation

of the lofs, that it mull refcore iikewife Dr. Staunton

to the Engliili.

" It is a melancholy confideration, thatfo much
pf our time is necefiarily to be fpent upon the care

of living, and that we can feldom obtain eafe in one

xefpeft but by refigning it in another ; yet I fuppofe

we are by this difpenfation not lefs happy in the

whole, than if the fpontaneous bounty of Nature

poured all that we want into our hands. A few,

if they were thus left to themfelves, would, perhaps,

fpend their time in laudable purfuits -, but the

greater part would prey upon the quiet of each

other, or, in the want of other obje6ls, would prey

lipofi themfelves.

" This, however, is our condition, which we
muft improve and folace as we can : and though

we cannot choofe always our place of refidence, we
may in every place find rational amufements, and

polTefs in every place the comforts of piety and a

pure confcience.

" In America there is little to be obferved except

xiatural curiofities. The nev^ world mufl have

many
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I)any vegetables and animals with which philofo- 1762.

phcrs are but little acquainted, I hope you will
'j£^l ./

furnifh yourfelf with fome books of natural hiftory,

and fome glailes and other inftrunnents of obfer-

vation. Truft as little as you cjn to report; ex-

amine all you can by your own fenfes. I do not

doubt but you will be able to add much to know-

ledge, and, perhaps, to medicine. Wild nations truft

to fimples; and, perhaps the Peruvian bark is not

the only fpecifick which thofe extenfive regions

may afford us.

" Wherever you are, and whatever be your for-

tune, be certain, dear Sir, that you carry with you

my kind wiflies ; and that whether you return hi-

ther, or ftay in the other hemifphere, to hear that

you arc happy will give pleafure to. Sir,

" Your moft af7c6lionate humble fervant,

" June J, 1762. Sam, Johnson."

A lady having at this time folicited him to ob-

tain the Archbifhop of (Canterbury's patronage to

have her fon fcnt to tlie Univerfity, one of thofe

iblicitations which are too frequent, where people^

anxious for a particular objcd:, do not confider

propriety, or the opportunity which the perfons

whom they folicit have to aflilt them, he wrote to

her the following anfwer ; with a copy of which I

am favoured by the Reverend Dr. Farmer, Maflcr

of Emanuel College Cambridge.

•• Madam,
•* I HOPE you will believe that my dekiy in

•nfwcring your letter could proceed only from my
tinwillingncli to deftroy any hope that you had

formed-
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1762. formed. Hope is itfelf a fpecies of happinefi,

^jT-v-—' and, perhaps, thechiefhappinefs which this world

affords : but, like all other pleafures immoderately

enjoyed, the excefles of hope muft be expiated by

pain ; and expecStations improperly indulged, muft

end in difappointment. If it beallced, what is the

improper expe6bation which it is dangerous to in-

dulge, experience will quickly anfwer, that it is

fuch expedtation as is didlated not by reafon, but

by defire , expe6lation raifed, not by the common
occurrences of life, but by the wants of the ex-

pectant ', an expectation that requires the common
courfe of things to be changed, and the general

rules of adion to be broken.

" When you made your requeft to me, you

fliould have confidered. Madam, what you were

afldng. "You aflc me to folicit a great man to

whom I never fpoke, for a young perfon whom I

had never feen, upon a fuppofition which I had no

means of knowing to be true. There is no reafon

why, amongft all the great, I fhould chufe to fup-

plicate the Archbifhop, nor why, among all the

pofiible obje6ls of his bounty, the Archbifhop

Ihould chufe your fon. I know. Madam, how
unwillingly conviClion is admitted, when intereft

oppofes it ', but furely. Madam, you muft allow,

that there is no reafon why that fhould be done by

me, which every other man may do with equal

reafon, and which, indeed, no man can do pro-

perly, without fome very particular relation both

to the Archbiftiop and to you. If I could help

you in this exigence by any proper means, it

would give me pleafure ; but this propofal is fo

very remote from all ufual methods, that I cannot

6 comply
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comply with it but at the rifk of fuch anfwer and fuf-

picions as I believe you do not wifh me to undergo. JEisct, ^^,

" I have fcen your Ton this morning ; he feems

a pretty youth, and will, perhaps, find fome better

friend than I can procure him ; but, though he

fliould at lad mifs the Univerfity, he may ftili be

wife, ufeful, and happy. I am. Madam,
" Your mod humble fervant,

" June 3, 1762. Sam. Johnson."

T'o Mr, Joseph Baretti, at Milan.

^IR> London, July 20, 1762.

" HOWEVER juftly you may accufe me for

want of pundluality in correfpondence, 1 am not

fo far loft in negligence as to omit the opportunity

of writing to you, which Mr. Beauclerk's paflagc

through Milan affords me.
" I fuppofe you received the Idlers, and I in-

tend that you (hall foon receive Shakfpeare, that

you may explain his works to the ladies of Italy,

and tell them the ftory of the editor, among the

other ftrange narratives with which your long re-

fidence in this unknown region has fupplied you.

" As you have now been long away, I fuppofe

your curiofity may pant for fome news ofyour old

friends. Mifs Williams and I live much as we did.

Mifs Cottcrcl ftill continues to cling to Mrs. Por-

ter, and Charlotte is now big of the fourth child.

Mr. Reynolds gets Cik thoufands a year. Lcvet

is lately married, not without much fufpicion that

he has been wretchedly cheated in his match. Mr.
Chambers is gone this day, for the firft time, the

circuit
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1762. circuit with the Judges. Mr. Richardfon is dead

M^uT^ of an apoplexy, and his fecond daughter has mar-

ried a merchant.

" My vanity, or my kindnefs, makes me flatter

myfelf, that you would rather hear of me than of

thofe whom I have mentioned; but of myfelf I

have very little which I care to tell. Lafl winter

I went down to my native town, where I found

the flreets much narrower and lliortcr than I thought

1 had left them, inhabited by a new race of people,

to whom I was very little known. My play-fel-

lows were grown old, and forced me to fufped: that

I was no longer young. My only remaining friend

has changed his principles, and was become the

tool of the predominant fadion. My daughter-

'in-law, from whom I expe6led moft, and whom I

met with fincere benevolence, has loft the beauty

and gaiety of youth, without having gained much
of the wifdom of age. I wandered about for five

days, and took the firft convenient opportunity of

returning to a place, where, if there is not much
happinefs, there is, at leaft, fuch a diverfity of

good and evil, that flight vexations do not fix upon
the heart '.

" I think in a few xveeks to try another excurfion j

though to what end ? Let me know, mjy Baretti,

what has been the refult of your return to your

own country : whether time has made any altera-

tion for the better, and whether, when the firft

raptures of falutation were over, you did not find

your thoughts confefTed their difappointment.

* This is a very juil account of the relief which London affords

to melancholy minds.

"Moral
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•^ Moral fcntences appear oftentatious and tumid,

U'hen they have no greater occafions than the jour- J^
ney of a wit to his own town : yet fuch pleafures

and fuch pains make up the general mafs of life

;

and as nothing is little to him that feels it with great

fenfibility, a mind able to fee common incidents in

their real ftatc, is difpofed by very common inci-

dents to veiy ferious contemplations. Let us truft

that a time will come, when the prcfcnt moment
Ihall be no longer irkfome ; when we fhall not bor-

row all our happincfs from hope, which at lafl is to

end in difappointment.

'' I beg that you will Ihew Mr. Beauclerk all the

civilities which you have in your power; for he has

always been kind to me.
' I have lately feen Mr. Stratico, ProfefTor of

Padua, who has told me of your quarrel with an

Abbot of the Celefline order; but had not the par-

ticulars very ready in his memory. When you

write to Mr. Marfili, let him know that I remem-
ber him with kindnefs.

" May you, my Baretti, be very happy at Milan,

or fome other place nearer to, Sir,

" Your mod affedionate humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson.**

To the Right Honourable the Earl c/^Butz^

" My Lord,
** THAT gencrofity, by which I was recom-

mended to the favour of his Majelly, will not be

9 Lord Macartney oMigingly favoured me with a copy of thi%

ftrcr, in IiU own hand-writing, from the original, which wa»

1, by the prcfcnt Earl of Bute, among hi* late father's papers.

Vol. I, Z offended
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offended at a folicitation necefTary to make that

favour permanent and efFeflual.

" The penfion appointed to be paid me at

Michaelmas I have not received, and know not

where or from whom I am to aflc it. I begj

therefore, that your Lordfhip will be pleafed to

fupply Mr. Wedderburne with fuch diredtions as

may be necefTary, which, I believe, his friendfhip

will make him think it no trouble to convey to mc*
*' To interrupt your Lordfhip, at a time like

this, with fuch petty difficulties, is improper and

unfeafonable ; but your knowledge of the world

has long fince taught you, that every man's affairs,

however little, are important to himfelf. Every

man hopes that he fhall efcape negled ; and, with

reafon, may every man, whofe vices do not pre-

clude his claim, exped favour from that benefi*

icence which has been extended to,

« My Lord,
« Your Lordlhip's

" Moft obliged,

" And
" Moil humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson*
** Temple Lane,

" Nov. 3, 1762.'

:ro Mr. Joseph Baretti, ai Milan,

ff Sir, London, Dec. 21, 17624

*^ YOU are not to fuppofe, with all your con-

vidion of my idlenefs, that I have pafTed all this

time without writing to my Baretti. I gave a let-

ter to Mr. Beauclerk, who, in my opinion, and ii^

4 hi^
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his own, ^as haftening to Naples for the recovery

.of his health 5 but he has flopped at Paris, and I ^^^Jf^
know not when he will proceed. Langton is with

him.

" I will not trouble you with fpeculations about

peace and war. The good or ill fuccefs of battles

and embafTies extends itfelf to a very fmall part of

domeftick life : we all have good and evil, which

we feel more fenfibly than our petty part of pub-

lick mifcarriage or profperity. I am forry for your

difappointment, with which you feem more touched

than I fhould expert a man of your refolution and

experience to have been, did I not know that gene-

ral truths are feldom applied to particular occa-

fions ; and that the fallacy of our felf-lovc extends

itfelf as wide as our intereft or affedlions. Every

man believes that miftreffes are unfaithful, and

patrons capricious j but he excepts his own mif-

trefs, and his own patron. We have all learned

that greatnefs is negligent and contemptuous, and

that in Courts life is often languifhed away in un-

gratified expectation j but he that approaches great-

nefs, or glitters in a Court, imagines that delliny

has at lad exempted him from the common lot.

" Do not let fuch evils overwhelm you as thou-

fands have fuffered, andthoufands have furmount-

cd J but turn your thoughts with vigour 'o fomc

other plan of life, and keep always in your mind,

that, with due fubmiffion to Providence, a man of

genius has been feldom ruined but by himfclf.

Your patron's weakncfs or infenfibility will finally

do you little hurt, if he is not afTifled by your own

pafTions. Of your love I know not the propriety,

Z 2 nor
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nor can eftlmate the power; but in love, as in

every other pafTion, of which hope is the . eflence,

we ought always to remember the uncertainty of

events. There is, indeed, nothing that fo much
feduces reafon from vigilance, as the thought of

paillng life with an amiable woman; and if all

would happen that a lover fancies, I know not

what other terreftrial happinefs would deferve pur-

fuit. But love and marriage are different ftates.

Thofe who are to fufFer the evils together, and to

fuffer often for the fake of one another, foon lofe

that tendernefs of look, and that benevolence of

mind, which arofe from the participation of un-

minglcd pleafure and fucceflive amufement. A
woman, we are fure, will not be always fair ; we

are not fure fhc will always be virtuous : and man
cannot retain through life that refpect and alTiduity

by which he pleafes for a day or for a month. I

do not, however, pretend to have difcovered that

life has any thing more to be defired than a prudent

and virtuous marriage ; therefore know not what

counfel to give you.

*^ If you can quit your imagination of love and

gi eatnefs, and leave your hopes of preferment and

bridal raptures to try once more the fortune of

literature and induftry, the way through France is

now open. We flatter ourfelvcs that we fliall cul-

tivate, with great diligence, the arts of peace ; and

every man will be welcome among us who can

teach us any thing v/e do not know. For your

part, you will find all your old friends willing to

receive you.

«^f Reynolds
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" Reynolds ftill continues to increafe in reputa- 1762.

tion and in riches. Mifs Williams, who very much ^tT"^

loves you, goes on in the old way. Mils Cottercl

is ftill with Mrs. Porter. Mifs Charlotte is mar-

ried to Dean Lewis, and has three children. Mr.

Levet has married a ftreet-walker. But the gazette

of my narration muft now arrive to tell you, that

Bathurft went phyfician to the army, and died at

the Havannah.
*^ I know not whether I have not fent you word

that Huggins and Richardfon are both dead.

When we lee our enemies and friends gliding away

before us, let us not forget that wc are fubje(5l to

the general law of mortality, and (hall foon be

where our doom will be fixed for ever.

" I pray God to blefs you, and am, Sir^

*' Your mod affedlionate humble fervant,

" Sam. Johnson,"
« Write foon."

The accefllon of George the Third to the throne

of thefe kingdoms, opened a new and brighter

profpe6t to men of literary merit, who had been

honoured with no mark of royal favour in the pre-

ceding reign. His prefent Majefty's education in

this country, as well as his tafte and beneficence,

prompted him to be the patron of fcience and the

arts ; and early this year Johnfon having been re-

prefentcd to him as a very learned and good man,

without any certain provifion, his Majefty was

pleafcd to grant him a pcnfion of three hundred

pounds a year. The Earl of Bute who was then

T'r nn^- Mlniflcr, had the honour to announce this

Z 3 inftancc
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17^2. inflance of his fovereign's bounty ^ concerning

|j^^J^~
which, many and various llories, all equally erro-

neous, have been propagated, malicioufly repre-

fenting it as a political bribe to Johnfon to defert

his avowed principles, and become the tool of a

government which he held to be founded in ufurp-

ation. I have taken care to have it in my power
to refute them from the mod authentick informa-

tion. Lord Bute told me, that Mr. Wedder-
burne, now Lord Loughborough, was the perfon

who firfl mentioned this fubje6b to him. Lord
Loughborough told me, that the penfion was

granted to Johnfon folely as the reward of his lite-

rary merit, without any ftipulation whatever, or

even tacit underftanding that he fhould write for

adminiftration. His Lordfhip added, that he was

confident the political tra6ts which Johnfon after-

wards did write, as they were entirely confonant

with his own opinions, would have been written

by him, though no penfion had been granted to

him.

Mr. Thomas Sheridan and Mr. Murphy, who

then lived a good deal both with him and Mr.

Wedderburne, told me, that they previoufly

talked with Johnfon upon this matter, and that it

was perfeftly undcrftood by all parties that the

penfion was merely honorary. Sir Jolhua Reynolds

told me, that Johnfon called on him after his

iVIajefty's intention had been notified to him, and

faid he wifhed to confult his friends as to the pro-

priety of his accepting this mark of the royal

favour, after the definitions which he had given in

his Didionary of 'penfion and fenfioners. He faid

he
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he would not have Sir Jofhua's anfwer till next day,

when he would call again, and defired he might ^eTTTT
think of it. Sir Jofhua anfwered that he was clear

to give his opinion then, that there could be no

objedion to his receiving from the King a reward

for literary merit ; and that certainly the definitions

in his Dictionary were not applicable to him.

Johnf^:)n. Ir fliould feem, was fatisfied, for he did

'#l#p''Wiwpii!ii»^y^'»''^'''''''

'^iiiiDif'ta iha ik li
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told mc, that when he communicated to Dr. John-
fon that a penfion was to be granted him, he re-

plied in a fervour of gratitude, " TheErgiifh lan-

guage does not afford me terms adequate to my
feelings on this occafion. I mud have recourfe to

the French. I am fsnetre with his Maje(ly*s good-

nefs." When I repeated this to Dr. Johnfon, he did

pot contradi6l it.

His definitions of -penfion and penfioner^ partly

founded on the fatirical verfes of Pope, which he

quotes, may be generally true ; and yet every body
muil: allow, that there may be, and have been,

inftances of penfions given and received upon
liberal and honourable terms. Thus, then, it is

clear, that there was nothing inconfiftent or humi-

liating in Johnfon's accepting of a penfion fo un-

conditionally and fo honourably offered to him.

This year his friend Sir Jofhua Reynolds paid

a vifit of fome weeks to his native country, Devon-

fhire, in which he was accompanied by Johnfon,

who was much pleafed with this jaunt, and declared

he had derived fronn it a great accefllon of new
ideas. He was entertained at the feats of feverai

noblemen and gentlemen in the weft of England ^i

but the greateft part of the time was pafied at Ply-

* At one of thefe feats Dr. Amyat, Phyfician in London, told

me he happened to meet him. In order to amufe him till dinner

fhould be ready, he was taken out to walk in the garden. The
mafter of the houfe thinking it proper to introduce fomething

fcientifick into the converfation, addreffed him thus: ** Are you

a botanift Dr. Johnfon ?" " No, Sir, (anfwered Johnfon) I am
not a botanift; and, (alluding, no doubt, to his nearfightednefs)

Ihould I wifh to become a botanift, I rauft firft turn myfelf irito

a reptile,

mouthj
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mouth, where tlie magnificence of the nav^, the

fhip- bulldino: and all its circumflanccs, afforded _
him a grand lubjefl of contemplation. The Com- .

miflioner of the Dock-yard paid him the compli-

ment of ordering the yacht to convey him and his

friend to the Eddyftone, to which they accordingly

failed. But the weather was fo tempelluous that

they could not land.

Reynolds and he were at this time the guefls of

Dr. Mudge, the celebrated furgeon, and now phy-

fician of that place, not more dillinguifhed for

quicknefs of parts and variety of knowledge, than

loved and efteemed for his amiable manners; and

here Johnfon formed an acquaintance with Dr.

Mudge*s father, that very eminent divine, the

Reverend Zachariah Mudge, Prebendary ofExeter,

who was idolifed in the weft, both for his excellence

as a preacher and the uniform perfect propriety of

his private condudl. He preached a fermon pur-

pofely that Johnfon might hear him; and we fhall

fee afterwards that Johnfon honoured his memory
by drawing his charafter. While Johnfon was at

IMymouth, he faw a great many of its inhabitants,

anfl was not fparing of his very entertaining con-

verfation. It was here that he made that frank and

Lily original confeffjon, that " ignorance, pure

Ignorance," was the caufeof a wrong definition in

his Di(5lionary of the word pajlcrn ^ to the no fmall

furprife of the Lady who put the qucftion to him;

who having the moft profound reverence for his

character, fo as almoft to fuppofc him endowed

' S<e p. 163,

with
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with infallibility, expe<5led to hear an explanation

(of what, to be fure, fcenned ftrangc to a common
reader,) drawn from fome deep-learned fource with

which Ihe was unacquainted.

Sir Jofliua Reynolds, to whom I was obliged for

my information concerning this excnrfion, men-

tions a very' charadleriftical anecdote ofJohnfon while

at Plymouth. Having obferved that in confe-

quence of the Dock-yard a new town had arifen

about two miles off as a rival to the old; and

knowing from his fagacity^ and jufl obfervation of

human nature, that it is certain if a man hates at

ail, he will hate his next neighbour ; he concluded

that this new and rifing town could not but excite

the envy and jealoufy of the old, in which conjec-

ture he was very foon confirmed ; he therefore fet

himfelf refolutely on the fide of the old town, the

efiahlijhed town, in which his lot was call, confider-

ing it as a kind of duty to ftand by \U He accord-

ingly entered warmly into its interefls, and upon

every occafion talked of the dockers^ as the inhabi-

tants of the new town were called, as upftarts and

aliens. Plymouth is very plentifully fuppiied with

water by a river brought into it from a great dif-

tance, which is fo abundant that it runs to wade in

the town. The Dock, or New-tov/n, being totally

deftitute of water, petitioned Plymouth that a fmall

portion of the conduit might be permitted to go to

them, and this was now under confiderati.on. John-

fon, affecting to entertain the pafTions of the place,

was violent in oppofition ; and half-laughing ^at

himfelf for his pretended zeal, where he had no

concern, exclaimed, " No, no! I am againfl the

deckers-).
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dockers \ I am a Plymouth-man. Rogues! let

them die of thirft. They fhall not have a drop V* ^JJ^
In 1763 he furnifhed to " The Poetical Calen-

dar," publifhed by Fawkes and Woty, a charadler

of Collins,* which he afterwards ingrafted into his

entire life of that admirable poet, in the coliedtion

of lives which he wrote for the body of Englifh

poetry, formed and publifhed by the bookfellers of

London. His account of the melancholy depref-

fion with which Collins was feverely affli6led, and

which brought him to his grave, is, I think, one

of the moll tender and interefting paflages in the

whole feries of his writings. He alfo favoured Mr.
Hoole with the Dedication of his tranflation of

Tarfo to the Queen,* which is fo happily con-

ceived and elegantly exprefled, that I cannot

but point it out to the peculiar notice of my
readers *.

This

Madam,
*• To approach the high and the illuftrious has been in all

ages the privilege of Poets; and though tranflators cannot juftljr

claim the fame honour, yet they naturally follow their authours

as attendants ; and I hope that in return for having enabled Tasso

to diffufc his fame through the Britifti dominioni, I may be in-

troduced by him to the prcfcnce of Your Majesty,

Tasso has a peculiar claim to Your Majesty's favour, as

follower and pancgyrift of the Houfe of Ejie, which has one

mmon ancellor with the Houfe of Hanover ; and in review-

ing his life it is not eafy to forbear a wifh that he had lived in a

happier time, when he might among the defcendants of that illuf-

: JUS family have found a more liberal and |X)tent patronage.

1 cannot butobfcrvc, Madam, how unequally reward is pro-

, )rtioncd to merit, when 1 reflccl that the happinefs which was

wirh-hcld from Tasso is rcfervcd fcr rxjc; and that the poem

which
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This is to me a memorable year ; for in it I had

^j^' -, the happincls to obtain the acquaintance of that

extraordinary man whofe memoirs I am now wri-

ting; an acquaintance which I fhall ever efteem as

one of the moll fortunate circumftances in my life.

Though then but two-and-twenty, I had for feve-

ral years read his works with delight and inftruc-

tion, and had the higheft reverence for their au-

thcxir, which had grown up in my fancy into a kind

of myfterious veneration, by figuring to myfelf a

flate of folemn elevated abftradion, in which I fup-

pofed him to live in the immenfe metropolis of

London. Mr. Gentleman, a native of Ireland,

who pafTed fome years in Scotland as a player, and

as an inftru6lor in the Englifh language, a man
whofe talents and worth were deprefTed by misfor-

tunes, had given me a reprefentation of the figure

and manner of Dictionary Johnson ! as he was

then generally called ^
j and during my firft vifit to

which once hardly procured to its authcur the countenance of

the Princes of Ferrara, has attracted to its tranilator the favour-

able notice of a British Qjlj e e n.

Had this been the fate of Tasso, he would have been able to

have celebrated the condefcenfion of You r Majesty in nobler

language, but could not have felt it with more ardent gratityde thafi

Madam,
Your Majesty's

Moil faithful and devoted fervant,

^ As great men of antiquity fuch as Scipio Africanm had a^^

epithet added to their names, in confequence of fome celebrated

a<ftion, fo my illuftrious friend was called Dictionary John-

son, from that wonderful atchievemcnt of genius and labour

his ** Dii^tionary of the P^nglilh Language;" the merit of which

contejnpkte with more and more admiration,

London
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London, which was for three months in 1760, Mr.

Derrick the poet, who was Gentleman's friend and
ff^^^ ^

countryman, flattered me with hopes that he would

introduce me to Johnfon, an honour of which I

was very am.bitious. But he never found an op-

portunity ; which made me doubt that he had pro-

mifcd to do what was not in his power ; till Johnfon

fome years afterwards told me, " Derrick, Sir,

might very well have introduced you. I had a

kindnefs for Derrick, and am forry he is dead."

In the fummer of 1761 Mr. Thomas Sheridan

was at Edinburgh, and delivered le6lures upon the

Englifh Language and Publlck Speaking to large

and refpeclable audiences. I was often in his com-

pany, and heard him frequently expatiate upon

Johnfon's extraordinary knowledge, talents, and

virtues, repeat his pointed fayings, defcribe his

particularities, and boaft of his being his gueft

fometimes till two or three in the morning. At
his houfe I hoped to have many opportunities of

feeing the fage, as Mr. Sheridan obligingly aflured

me I (hould not be difappointed.

When I returned to London in the end of 1762,

to my furprife and regret I found an irreconciieable

difference had taken place between Johnfon and

Sheridan. A penQon of two hundred pounds a

year had been given to Sheridan. Johnfon, who,

as has been already mentioned, thought Ilightingly

of Sheridan's art, upon hearing that he was alfb

penfioncd, exclaimed, " What^ have they given

him a pcnfion ? Then it is time for me to give up

mine." Whether this proceeded from a momen-
tary indignation, as if it were an affront to his ex-

alted
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1763' alted merit that a player Ihould be rewarded in the '

iEtat^'c^
^^Tic manner with him, or was the fudden efFedt

of a fit of peevifhnefs, it was unluckily faid, and,

indeed, cannot be juftified. Mr. Sheridan's pen-

fion was granted to him not as a player, but as a

fufFerer in the caufe of government, when he was

manager of the Theatre Royal in Ireland, when

parties ran high in 1753. And it mull alfo be

allowed that he was a man of literature, and had

confiderably improved the arts of reading and

ipeaking with diftindnefs and propriety.

Befides, Johnfon fliould have recolledled that

Mr. Sheridan taught pronunciation to Mr. Alex-

ander Wedderburne, whofe filler was married to

Sir Harry Erfkine, an intimate friend of Lord

Bute, who was the favourite of the King; and

furely the mod outrageous Whig will not main-

tain, thatj whatever ought to be the principle in the

difpofal of offices, z pen/ton ought never to be granted

from any bias of court connedlion. Mr. Macklin,

indeed, fhared with Mr. Sheridan the honour of

inftruding Mr. Wedderburne; and though it was

too late in life for a Caledonian to acquire the ge-

nuine Englifh cadence, yet fo fuccefsful were Mr.

Wedderburne's inftru6tors, and his own unabating

endeavours, that he got rid of the coarfe part of

his Scotch accent, retaining only as much of the

" native wood-note wild," as to mark his country;

which, if any Scotchman fhould affed to forget,

I Ihould heartily defpife him. Notwithflanding

the difficulties which are to be encountered by thofe

who have not had the advantage of an Englifh edu-

cation, he by degrees formed a mode of fpeaking,

to
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to which Englifhmen do not deny the praife of ele- 1763.

gance. Hence his diftinguifhed oratorv, which he ex- ""^T^
—

^

^ . . , .

^ y . . iEtar. 54.
€rted in his own country as an advocate in the

Court of SefTion, and a ruling elder of the Kirk^

has had its fame and ample reward, in much higher

fpheres. When I look back on this noble perfon

at Edinburgh, in fituations fo unworthy of his bril-

liant powers, and behold Lord Loughborough
at London, the change feems almoft like one of

the metamorphofcs in Ovid -, and as his two pre-

ceptors, by refining his utterance, gave currency to

his talents, we may fay in the v/ords of that poet,

*^ Nam vos mulajlis.*'

I have dwelt the longer upon this remarkable in-

ftance of fucccfsful pans and afliduity ; becaufe it

affords animating encouragement to other gentle-

men of North-Britain to try their fortunes in the

fourthern part of the Ifland, where they may hope

to gratify their utmoft ambition ; and now that we

are one people by the Union, it would furely be

illiberal to maintain, that they have not an equal

title with the natives of any other part of his Ma-
jcfty's dominions.

Johnfon complained that a man who difliked

him repeated his farcafm to Mr. Sheridan, without

telling him what followed, which was, that after a

paufe he added, " However, I am glad that Mr.

Sheridan has a pcnfion, for he is a very good man."

Sheridan could never forgive this hally contemp-

tuous exprcffion. It rankled in his mind; and

though 1 informed him of all that Johnfon faid,

and that he would be very glad to meet him ami-

cably, he pofitivcly declined repeated offers which

I made
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1763. I made, and once went off abruptly from a houfe

' r~* where he and I were engaged to dine, becaufe he
' ^^' was told that Dr. Johnfon was to be there. I

have no fympathetick feeling with fuch perfever-

ing refentment. It is painful when there is a breach

between thole who have lived together focially and

cordially j and I wonder that there is not, in all

fuch cafes, a mutual wifh that it fhould be healed.

I could perceive that Mr. Sheridan was by no

means fatisfied with Johnfon*s acknowledging him

to be a good man. That could not footh his in-

jured vanity. I could not but fmile, at the fame

time that I was offended, to obferve Sheridan in

the Life of Swift ^, which he afterwards publifhed,

attempting, in the writhings of his refentment, to

depreciate Johnfon, by charafterifing him as *' A
writer of gigantick fame in thefe days of little

men;'' that very Johnfon whom he once fo highly

admired and venerated.

This rupture with Sheridan deprived Johnfon of

one of his moft agreeable refources for amufement

in his lonely evenings j for Sheridan's well-informed,

animated, and buftling mind never fufFered con-

verfation to ilagnate; and Mrs. Sheridan was a

moft agreeable companion to an intelledlual man.

She was fenfibie, ingenious, unafTuming, yet com-
municative. I recoiled, with fatisfadion, nnany

pleafing hours which I paffed with her under the

hofpitable roof of her hufband, who was to me a

very kind friend. Her novel, entitled " Memoirs
of Mifs Sydney Biddulph,'* contains an excellent

-' ?. 447-

moral
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moral, while ii inculcates a future flate of retribu- ^1^3-

tion'^s and what it teaches is imprefled upon the ^^at^ cJi

mind by a feries of as deep diftrefs as can affedl

* My pofition has been very well illuftrated by Mr. Bellbam

of Bedford, in his Effay on Dramatick Poetr}% ** The faihion-

able do<5^rine (fays he) both of moralifts and criticks in thefe

times is, that virtue and happinefs are conftant concomitants; and

it is regarded as a kind of dramatick impiety to maintain that

virtue (hould not Iv: rewarded, nor vice punifhed in the laft fcene

of the laft aft of every tragedy. This conduft in our modern
poets is, however, in my opinion, extremely injudicious; for,

it labours in vain to inculcate a doftrine in theory, which every

one knows to be falfe in faft, 'viz. that virtue in real life is al-

ways produftive of happinefs; and vice of mifery. Thus Con-
grcve concludes the Tragedy of ** The Mourning Bride" with

the following foolifh couplet ;

* For bleffings ever wait on virtuous deeds,

* And, though a late, a furc reward fucceeds.'

'• When a man eminently virtuous, a Brutus, a Cato, or £

Socrates finally fink under the prdTurc of accumulated misfor-

tune, wc arc not only lc(i to entertain a more indignant haired

of vice, than if he rofe from his diftrefs, but we are inevitably

induced to chcrifh the fublime idea that a day of future retribu-

tion will arrive when he (hall receive not merely poetical, but real

and fubftantial jufticc." Effays Philofophical, Hiliorical, and

Literary, London, 1791, Vol. II. 8vo. p. 317.

This is well reafonedand well exprcfled. I wifii, indeed, that

the ingenious authour had not thought it nccciTary to introduce

any injiancc of '* a man eminently virtuous ;" as he would then

have avoided mentioning fuch a ruffian as Brutus under that de-

fcription. Mr. Bcllham difcovcrs in his *• Effays" {o much
readixig and thinking, and good compofition, that I regret his

not having been fortunate enough to be educated a mcmb.r of

our excellent national cflabliOiment. Had he not been nurfcd

in nonconforraiiy, he probably would not have been tainted

with thofc liercfic* (as I fmccrely and, on no flight invefti-

gation, think ihcm) both in religion and politicks, which, whild

1 read, lam furc, with candour, I cannot read without offence.

Vol. I. A a humanity
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1765. humanity in the anniable and pious heroine who

Mt?Lu\± ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ grave unrelieved, but refigned, and full

of hope of " heaven's nnercy." Johnfon paid her

this high compliment upon it : "I know not. Ma-
dam, that you have a right, upon moral principles,

to make your readers fufFer fo much/*

Mr. Thomas Davies the a6tor, who then kept

a bookfeiler's fhop in Ruffel-ftreet, Covent-garden,

told me that Johnfon was very much his friend,

and came frequently to his houfe, where he more

than once invited me to meet him -, but by fome

unlucky accident or other he was prevented from

coming to us.

Mr. Thomas Davies was a man of good un-

derftanding and talents, with the advantage of a

liberal education. Though fomewhat pompous,

he was an entertaining companion ; and his literary

performances have no inconfiderable fiiare of merit.

He was a friendly and very holpitable man. Both

he and his wife, (who has been celebrated for her

beauty,) though upon the ilage for many years,

maintained an uniform decency of character; and

Johnfon eileemed them, and lived in as eafy an in-

timacy with them as with any family which he ufed

to vifit. Mr. Davies recolleded leveral of John-

Ion's remarkable fayings, and was one of the bed

of the many imitators of his voice and manner,

while relating them. He increafed my impatience

more and more to fee the extraordinary man whofe

works I highly valued, and whofe converfation was

reported to be fo peculiarly excellent.

At lad, on Monday the i6th of May, when I was

fitting in Mr, Davies's back parlour, after having

drunk"
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drunk tea with hitn and Mrs. Davies, Johnfon

unexpedredly came into the fhop^; and Mr. Da-

vies having perceiv^ed him through the glafs door

in the room in which we w^ere fitting, advancing

towards us,—he announced his aweful approach to

me, fbmewhat in the manner of an ador in the

part of Horatio, when he addrefles Hamlet on the

appearance of his father's ghoft, " Look, my Lord,

it comes." I found that I had a very perfe6t idea

of Johnfon's figure, from the portrait ofhim paint-

ed by Sir Jollnia Reynolds foon after he had pub-

lifhed his Dictionary, in the attitude of fitting in

his eafy chair in deep meditation, which was the

firft pidlure his friend did for him, which Sir Jofhua

very kindly prefented to me, and from which an

engraving has been made for this work. Mr. Da-
vies mentioned my name, and rcfpectfully intro-

duced me to him. I was much agitated ; and re-

colledling his prejudice againfl: the Scotch, of which

I had heard much, I faid to Davies, " Don't tell

where I come from.''—" From Scotland," cried

"^ Mr. Murphy in his ** ElTay on the Life and Genius of

. . Johnfon," has given an account of this meeting confiderably

different from mine, I am j^rfuadcd without any confcioufnefs

of errour. His memory, at the end of ncir thirty years, has un-

doubtedly deceived him, and he fuppofes himfelf to have been

prrfeni at a fcenc, which he has probably heard inaccurately de-

f rilxrd by others. Jn my note taken on the \cry day, in which

n confident I marked every thing material that pafled, no

tlon is made of this gentleman ; and I am fure, that I (hould

hive omitted one fo well known in the literary world. It may

ca ' that this my firi^ interview with Dr. Johnfon,

ui lilances, made a ihong imprelTion on my mind,

IJ be regiilcred with peculiar attentioD.

A a 2 Davies
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Davies, roguiHily. " Mr. Johnfon> (faid I) I do

indeed come from Scotland, but I cannot help it."

I am willing to flatter myfelf that I meant this as

light pleafantry to footh and conciliate him, and

not as an humiliating abafement at the expence of

my country. But however that might be, this

fpeech was fomewhat unlucky ; for with that quick-

nefs of wit for which he was fo remarkable, he

feized the expreffion " come from Scotland,*'

which I ufed in the fenfe of being of that country

;

and, as if I had faid that I had come away from it,

or left it, retorted, " That, Sir, I find, is what a

very great many of your countrymen cannot help.'*

This ftroke ftunned me a good deal ; and when wc

had fat down, I felt myfelf not a little embarrafled,

and apprehenfive of what might come next. He
then addrefled himfelf to Davies: *^ What do you

think of Garrick ? He has refufed me an order for

the play for Mifs Williams, becaufe he knows the

houfe will be full, and that an order would be

worth three fhillings." Eager to take any open-

ing to get into converfation with him, I ventured

to fay, *^ O, Sir, I cannot think Mr. Garrick would

grudge fuch a trifle to you." " Sir, (faid he,

with a ftern look,) I have known David Garrick

longer than you have done ; and I know no right

you have to talk to me on the fubje(5l." Perhaps

I deferved this check ; for it was rather prefump-

tuous in me, an entire fl:ranger, to exprefs any

doubt of the jufl;ice of his animadverfion upon his

old acquaintance and pupil ^. I now felt myfelf

much
^ That this was a momentary fally againft Garrick there can

be no doubt; for at Johnfon's defire he had, fame years before,

gircn
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much mortified, and began to think that the hope

which I had long indulged of obtaining his ac-
'^JJ^TcZ

quaintance was blafted. And, in truth, had not

my ardour been uncommonly (Irong, and my re-

folution uncommonly perfevering, fo rough a re-

ception might have deterred mc for ever from

making any further attempts. Fortunately, how-

ever, 1 remained upon the field not wholly difcom-

fited ; and was foon rewarded by hearing fome of

his converfation, of which I preferved the follow-

ing fhort minute, without marking the queftions

and obfervations by which it was produced.

*' People (he remarked) may be taken in once,

who imagine that an authour is greater in private

life than other men. Uncommon parts require un-

common opportunities for their exertion.

" In barbarous fociety, fuperiority of parts is of

real confequence. Great ftrength or great wifdom

is of much value to an individual. But in more
polifhed times there are people to do every thing

for money ; and then there are a number of other

fuperiorities, fuch as thofe of birth and fortune,

and rank, that dilTipate men's attention, and leave

no extraordinary fhare of refped for perfonal and

intelledlual fuperiority. This is wifely ordered by

Providence, to preferve fome equality among
mankind.'*

given a benefit-night at his theatre to this very pecfon, by which

ihc had got two hundred pounds. Johnfon, indeed, upon all

Other occafions, when I was in his company, praifcd the very

liberal charity of Garrick. I once mentioned to him, ** It is

obfervcd. Sir, that you attack Garrick yourfcif, but will fuffcr

nobcdy clfc to da it." iJohnson, (fmiling) «« Why, Sir,'that is

true."

A a 3 « Sir,
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^
'763*^ " Sir, this book (' The Elements of Criticifm/

JEut, 54. which he had taken up,) is a pretty elfay, and de-

ferves to be held in fome eftimation, though much
of it is chimerical."

Speaking of one who with more than ordinary

boldnefs attacked publick meafures and the royal

family, he faid, " I think he is fafe from the law,

but he is an abufive fcoundrel ; and inftead of ap-

plying to my Lord Chief Jullice to punifh him, I

would fend half a dozen footmen and have him

well ducked."
*^ The notion of liberty amufes the people of

England, and helps to keep off the tadium vittf.

When a butcher tells you that his heart bleeds for

his country, he has, in fa6l, no uneafy feeling."

*^ Sheridan will not fucceed at Bath with his

oratory. Ridicule has gone down before him, and,

I doubt, Derrick is his enemy 9.

*^ Derrick may do very well, as long as he can

outrun his charafler ; but the moment his charader

gets up with him, it is all over."

It is, however, but jull to record, that fome

years afterwards, when I reminded him of this far-

cafm; he faid, *^ Well, but Derrick has now got a

charader that he need not run away from."

I was highly pleafed with the extraordinary vigour

of his converfation, and regtetted that I was drawn

away fronn it by an engagement at another place.

I, had, for a part of the evening, been left alone

9 Mr. Sheridan was then reading leflurcs upon Oratory at Bath,

where Derrick was Mailer of the Ceremonies, or, as the phrafe

is. King.

wi;h
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with him, and had ventured to make an obferva- ^7^3*

tion now and then, which he received very civilly;
j£^^^^

fo that I was fatisfied that though there was a rough-

nefs in his manner, there was no ill-nature in his

difpofition. Davies followed me to the door, and

when I complained to him a little of the hard blowg

which the great man had given me, he kindly

took upon him to confole me by faying, *^ Don't

be uneafy. I can fee he likes you very well."

A few days afterwards I called on Davies, and

afked him if he thought I might take the liberty

of waiting on Mr. Johnfon at his Chambers in the

Temple. He faid I certainly might, and that Mr.

Johnfon would take it as a compliment. So upon

Tuefday the 24th, after having been enlivened by

the wi:ty fallies of MefTieiirs Thornton, Wilkes,

Churchill and Lloyd, with whom I had paffed the

morning, I boldly repaired to Johnfon. His

Chambers were on the firft floor of No, i, Inner-

Temple-lane, and I entered them with an impref-

fion given me by the Reverend Dr, Blair, of Edin-

burgh, who had been introduced to him not long

before, and defcribed his having " found the Giant

in his den/' an expreffion, which, when I came
to be pretty well acquainted with Johnfon, 1 re-

peated to him, and he was diverted at this pic-

turefque account of himfelf Dr. Blair had been

prcfented to him by Dr. James Fordyce. At this

time the controvcrfy concerning the pieces pub-

lifhcd by Mr. James Macphcrfon, as trandations of

Oflian, was at its height. Johnfon had all along

denied their authenticity; and, what was ftill

more nrovokin.'*- to their admirer^,, mainriincd that

they
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they had no merit. The fubje6t having been in-

troduced by Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Blair, relying on

the internal evidence of their antiquity, afked Dr.

Johnfon whether he thought any man of a modern

age could have written fuch poems ? Johnfon re-

plied, " Yes, Sir, many men, many women, and

many children." Johnfon, at this time, did not

know that Dr. Blair had jufl: publifhed a DifTerta-

tion^ not only defending their authendcity, but fe-

rioufly ranking them with the poems of Homer
and Virgil ; and when he was afterwards informed

of this circumftance, he exprefled fome difpleafure

at Dr. F'ordyce*s having fuggefled the topick, and

faid, " I am not forty that they got thus much for

their pains. Sir, it was like leading one to talk

of a book, when the authour is concealed behind

the door."

He received me very courteoufiy j but, it mud
be confeiTed, that his apartment, and furniture, and

morning drefs, were fufficiendy uncoutij. His

brown fuit of cloaths looked very rufty ; he had

on a little old ihrivelled unpowdered wig, which

was too fmall for his head -, his fhirt-neck and

knees of his breeches were loofe; his black worfted

(lockings ill drawn up -, and he had a pair of un-

buckled fhoes by way of flippers. But all thefe

flovenly particularides were forgotten the moment
that he began to talk. Some gentlemen, whom I

do not recolledl, were fitting with him ; and when

they went away, I alfo rofe ; but he faid to me,

"Nay, don't go."— '^ Sir, (faid I,) lam afraid

that I intrude upon you. It is benevolent to al-

low me to fit and hear you." He feemed pleafed

with
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with this compliment, which 1 fincerely paid him, .

'7^3*

and anfwcred, " Sir, I am obliged to any man who ^tat. 54.

vifits me." I have preferved the following fhort

minute of what palTed this day.

" Madnefs frequently difcovers itfelf merely by

unneceflfary deviation from the ufual modes of the

world. My poor friend Smart fhewed the diflurb-

ance of his mind, by falling upon his knees, and fay-

ing his prayers in the flreet, or in any other unufual

place. Now although, rationally fpeaking, it is

greater madnefs not to pray at all, than to pray as

Smart did, I am afraid there are fo many who do

not pray, that their underftanding is not called in

queftion."

Concerning this unfortunate poet, Chriftopher

Smart, who was confined in a mad-houfe, he had,

at another time, the following converfation with

Dr. Burney. Johnson. " It feems as if his mind
had ceafed to ftniggle with the difeafe ; for he grows

fat upon it." Burney. " Perhaps, Sir, that may
be from want of exercife." Johnson. " No, Sir;

he has partly as much exercife as he ufed to have,

for he digs in the garden. Indeed, before his con-

finement, he ufed for exercife to walk to the alc-

houfe i but he was carried back again. I did not

think he ought to be (hut up. His infirmities were

not noxious to focicty. He infifted on people

praying with him; and I'd as lief pray with Kit

Smart as any one clfe. Another charge was, that

he did not love clean linen -, and I have no paffion

for it."

" Mankind have a great averfion to intcllcdlual

labour } but even fuppofing knowledge to be cafilf

attainable*
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attainable, more people would be content to be

ignorant than would take even a little trouble to

acquire it.'*

" The morality of an adion depends on the

motive from which we ad. If I fling half a

crown to a beggar with intention to break his head,

and he picks it up and buys viduals with it, the

phyfical efFed is good ; but, with refped to me,

the adion is very wrong. So, religious exercifes,

if not performed with an intention to pleafe God,
avail us nothing. As our Saviour fays of thofe

who perform them from other motives, ' Verily

they have their reward.*

*^ The Chriilian religion has very flrong evi-

dences. It, indeed, appears in fome degree ilrange

to reafon ; but in Hiftory we have undoubted fadls,

againft which, in rca.Conmg a priori, we have more

arguments than we have for them ; but then, tef-

timony has great v;eight, and cads the balance. I

would recommend to every man whofe faith is

yet unfettled, Grotius^—Dr. Pearfon,—and Dr.

Clark."

Talking ofGarrick, he faid^ "He is the firft

man in the v/orld for fprightly converfation.''

When I rofe a fecond time he again preiTed mc
to ilay, which I did.

He told me, that he generally went abroad at

four in the afternoon, and feldom came home till

two in the morning. I took the liberty to aflv if he

did not think it wrono; to live thus, and not make
more ufe of his great talents. He owned it was

a bad habit. On reviewing, at the diftance of

many years, my journal of this period, I wonder

how
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how, at my firft vifir, I ventured to talk to him

^ freely, and that he bore it with lb much in- ^tat

dulgence.

Before we parted he was {o good as to promife

to favour me with his company one evening at my
lodgings ; and, as I took my leave, fliook me cor-

dially by the hand. It is almofl needlefs to add,

that I felt no little elation at having now fo happily

cftablifhed an acquaintance of which I had been fo

long ambitious.

My readers will, I truft, excufe me for being

thus minutely circumftantial, when it is confidered

that the acquaintance of Dr. Johnfon was to m.e a

mod valuable acquifition, and laid the foundation

of whatever infl:ru(5lion and entertainment they may
receive from my collections concerning the great

fubje6b of the work which they are now perufing.

I did not vilit him again till Monday, June 13,

at which time I recolledl no part of his converfation,

except that when I told him I had been to fee

Johnfon ride upon three horfes, he faid, " Such a

man, Sir, Ihould be encouraged ; for his perform-

ances (hew the extent of the human powers in one

inftance, and thus tend to raife our opinion of the

faculties of man. fie Ihews what may be attained

by perfevcring application ; fo that every man may

hope, that by giving as much application, although

perhaps he may never ride thiee horfes at a time

or dance upon a wire, yet he may be equally

expert in whatever profefHon he has chofen to

purfuc."

He again (liook me by the hand at parting, and

afked me why I did not come oftcncr to him.

Trufting
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Trufling that I was now in his good graces, I an-

MtsJi. 54..
fwered, that he had not given nne much encou-

ragement, and reminded him of the check I had

received from him at our firfl interview. " Poh,

poh ! (faid he, with a complacent fmile,) never

mind thefe things. Come to me as often as you

can. I fhall be glad to fee you."

I had learnt that his place of frequent refort was

the Mitre tavern in Fleet-ftreet, where he loved to

fit up late, and I begged I might be allowed to

pafs an evening with him there foon, which he

promifed 1 fhouid. A few days afterwards I met

him near Temple-bar, about one o'clock in the

morning, and alked if he would then go to the

Mitre. " Sir, (faid he) it is too late ; they won't

let us in. But Til go with you another night with

all my heart."

A revolution of fome importance in my plan of

life had juft taken place -, for inftead of procuring a

commilTion in the foot-guards, which was my own
inclination, I had, in compliance with my father's

wifhes, agreed to ftudy the law, and was foon to fet

out for Utrecht, to hear the le6lures of an excel-

lent Civilian in that Univerfity, and then to pro-

ceed on m.y travels. Though very defiroms of ob-

taining Dr. Johnfon's advice and inftrudions on

the mode of purfuing my ftudies, I was at this

time fo occupied, iliail I call it ? or fo diffipated,

by the amufements of London, that our next

meeung was not till Saturday, June 25, when hap-

pening to dine at Clifton's eating-houfe, in Butcher-

row, I was furprized to perceive Johnfon come in

and take his feat at another table. The mode of

4 ' dining
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dining, or rather being fed at fuch houfes in Lon- *7^3*

don, is well known to many to be particularly un- j^^ -

fecial, as there is no Ordinary, or united connpany,

but each perfon has his own mefs, and is under no

obligation to hold any intercourfe with any one. A
liberal and full-minded man, however, who loves

to talk, will break through this churlifh and un-

focial reftraint. Johnfon and an Irifh gentleman

got into a difpute concerning the caufe of fome

part of mankind being black. " Why, Sir, (faid

Johnfon,) it has been accounted for in three ways

:

either by fuppofing that they are the pofterity of

Ham, who was curfed : or that God at firft created

two kinds of men, one black and another white;

or that by the heat of the fun the fkin is fcorched,

and fo acquires a footy hue. This matter has been

much canvafled among naturalifts, but has never

been brought to any certain ifliie." What the

Irifhman faid is totally obliterated from my mind

;

but I remember that he became very v/arm and

intemperate in his exprefTions ; upon which John-

fon rofe, and quietly walked away. When lie had

retired, his antagonilt took his revenge, as he.

thought, by faying, "He has a mod ungainly

figure, and an affedation of pompofity unworthy of

a man of genius."

Johnfon had not obferved that 1 .,^. ,.. ihe room.
'

I followed him, however, and iie agreed to meet

mc in the evening at the Mitre. I called on him,

and wc went thither at nine. Wc had a good fup-

p<rr, and port wine, of which he then fomerimes

drank a bottle. The orthodox high- church found

9f the Mitre,—the figure and manner of the

celebrated
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celebrated Samuel Johnsonj<—the extraordinary

-£tau 54. power and precifion of his converfatlon, and the

pride arifing from finding myfelf admitted as his

companion, produced a variety of fenfations, and

a pleafing elevation of mind beyond what I had

ever before experienced. I find in my journal the

following minute of our converfation, which,

though it will give but a very faint notion of what

pafTed, is, in fome degree, a valuable record ; and

it will be curious in this view, as fhewing how
habitual to his mind were fome opinions which ap-

pear in his works.

" Colley Gibber, Sir, was by no means a block-

head ; but by arrogating to himfelf too much, he

was in danger of lofing that degree of eilimation

to which he was entitled. His friends gave out

that he intended his birth- day Odes fhould be bad :

but that was not the cafe, Sirj for he kept them

many months by him, and a it"^ years before he

died he fhewed me one of them, with great foli-

citude to render it as perfedl as might be, and 1

made fome corredlions, to which he was not very,

willing to fubmit. I remember the following

couplet in allufion to the King and himfelf:

' Perch'd on the eagle's ibaring wing,

* The lowly linnet loves to fing.*

Sir, he had heard fomething of the fabulous tale

of the wren fitting upon the eagle's wing, and he

had applied it to a linnet. Gibber's familiar ftyle,

however, was better than that which Whitehead

has alTumxd. Grand nonfenfe is infupportable.

Whitehead



^tat. ^4.

Dr. JOHNSON. 367

Whitehead is but a little man to infcribe verfcs to 1765.

players/'

I did not prefunne to controvert this cenfure,

which was tinclured with his prejudice againfl

players ; but I could not help thinking that a dra-

matick poet might with propriety pay a compliment

to an eminent perforrner, as Whitehead has very

happily done in his verfes to Mr. Garrick.

" Sir, I do not think Gray a firft-rate poet. He
has not a bold imagination, nor much command
of words. The obfcurity in which he has involved

himfclf will not perfuade us that he is fublime.

His Elegy in a church-yard has a happy feledlion

of images, but I don't like what are called his great

things. His Ode which begins

' Ruin feize thee, ruthlefs King,

* Confufion on thy banners wait,*

has been celebrated for its abruptnefs, and plunging

into the fubje(ft all at once. But fuch arts as thele

have no merit, unlcfs when they are original. We
admire them only once; and this abiuptnefs has

nothing new in it. We have had it often before.

Nay, wc have it in the old fong of Johnny

Armfbronfr

:

' la ilici»„ i^v^i a man in all Scotland

* From the highcd cflat'^* ro the lowed degree, ficc'

And then. Sir,

' Yes, there is a man in Wedmoreland
' And Johnny Armftrong they do him call.'

There,
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1763. There, now, you plunge at once into the fubje(5fc.

^j^^ ^^
You have no previous narration to lead you to it.

—The two next lines in that Ode are, I think,

very good

:

* Though fanned by conqueft^s crimfon wing,
* They mock the air with idle flate*."

Here let it be obferved, that although his opi-

nion of Gray's poetry was widely different from
mine, and I believe from that of moft men of tafte,

by whom it is withjuftice highly admired, there is

certainly much abfurdity in the clamour which has

been raifed, as if he had been culpably injurious to

the merit of that bard, and had been aduated by
envy. Alas ! ye litde fhort-fighted criticks, could

Johnson be envious of the talents ofany of his con-

temporaries ? That his opinion on this fubjedl was
what in private and in publick he uniformly ex-

preffed, regardiefs of what others might think, we
may wonder, and perhaps regret ^ but it is fhallow

and unjuft to charge him with expreffing what he
did not think.

Finding him in a placid humour, and wifhing to

avail myfelf of the opportunity which I fortunately

had of confuking a fage, to hear whofe wifdom, I

conceived in the ardour of youthful imagination,

that men filled with a noble enthufiafm for intellec-

tual improvement would gladly have reforted from
diilant lands.—I opened my mind to him ingenu-

* My friend Mr. Malone, In his valuable comments on Shak-

Ijpeare, has traced in that great poet the disje^a membra of
thefc lines.

oufly
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oufly, and gave him a little fketch of my life,

to which he was pleafed to liften with great at-

tention.

I acknowledged, that though educated very

flri6tly in the principles of religion, I had for fome

time been mifled into a certain degree of infidelity;

but that I was come now to a better way of think-

ing, and was fully fatisfied of the truth of the Chrif-

tian revelation, though I was not clear as to every

point confidered to be orthodox. Being at all

times a curious examiner of the human mind, and

pleafed with an undifguifed difplay of what had

pafTed in it, he called to me with warmth, *^ Give

me your hand j I have taken a liking to you."

He then began to defcant upon the force of tefti-

mony, and the litde we could know of final caufes;

fo that the objedtions of, why was it fo ? or why
as it not fo ? ought not to difturb us : adding,

lat he himfelf had at one period been guilty of

a temporary negled of religion, but that it was

not the refult of argument, but mere abfence of

:ought.

After having given credit to reports of his bigotry,

' was agreeably furprized when he exprefied the

llowing very liberal fcntiment, v/hich has the

iditional value of obviating an objedion to our

iioly religion, founded upon the difcordant tenets

of Chriflians themfclvcs :
" For my part, Sir, I

think all Chriflians, whether Papifts or Protcftants,

agree in the ciTential articles, and that their difier-

ences arc trivial, and rather political than re-

ligious."

Vol. I. B b Wc
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1763. We talked of belief in ghofts. He faid, ''' Sir,

^j^
' I make a diftindion between what a man may ex-

perience by the mere flrength of his imagination,

and what imagination cannot pdfTibly produce.

Thus, fuppofe I fliould think that I faw a form,

and heard a voice cry ' Johnfon, you are a very
^ wicked fellow, and unlefs you repent you will cer-

tainly be punifhed \ my own unworthinefs is fo

deeply impreflcd upon my mind, that I might

imagine I thus faw and heard, and therefore I

Ihould not believe that an external communication

had been made to me. But if a form fhould ap-

pear, and a voice fliould tell me that a particular

man had died at a particular place, and a particular

hour, a fa6l which I had no apprehenfion of, nor

any means of knowing, and this fa6t with all its

circumftances fhould afterwards be unqueftionably

proved, I fhould, in that cafe be perfuaded that I

had fupernatural intelligence imparted to me."

Here it is proper, once for all, to give a true

and fair fbatement of Johnfon's way of thinking

upon the queftion whether departed fpirits are ever

permitted to appear in this world, or in any way

to operate upon human life. He has been igno-

rantly mifreprefented as weakly credulous upon that

fubje6t i and, therefore, though I feel an inclina-

tion to difdain and treat with filent contempt fo

foolifli a notion concerning my illuftrious friend,

yet as I find it has gained ground, it is necefTary

to refute it. The real fa6t then is, that Johnfon

Jiad a very philofophical mind, and fuch a rational

refpedl for teftimony, as to make him fubmit his

tinderflanding to what was authentically proved,

though
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though he could not comprehend why it was fo.

Being thus difpofed, he was willing to inquire into j^ ^ t.\

the truth of any relation of fupernatural agency, a

general belief of which has prevailed in all nations

and ages. But fo far was he from being the dupe

of implicit faith, that he examined the matter with

a jealous attention, and no man was more ready to

refute its falfhood when he had difcovered it.

Churchill, in his poem entitled " The Ghoft,"

availed himfelf of the abfurd credulity imputed to

Johnfon, and drew a caricature of him under the

name of " Pomposo,'* reprefenting him as one of

the believers of the ftory of a Ghoft in Cock-lane,

which, in the year 1762, had gained very general

credit in London. Many of my readers, I am
convinced, are to this hour under an imprefTion

that Johnfon was thus foolifhly deceived. It will

therefore furprife them a good deal when they are

informed upon undoubted authority, that Johnfon

was one of thofe by whom the impoflure was de-

tedled. The ftory had become Co popular, that

he thought it fhould be inveftigated ; and in this

rcfearch he was alTifted by the Reverend Dr. Doug-
las, now Bifhop of Salifbury, the great deteder of

impoflurcs, who informs me, that after the gen-

tlemen who went and examined into the evidence

were fatisfied of its falfity, Joiinfon wrote in their

prcfence an account of it, which was publiflied in

the news- papers and Gentleman's Magazine, and

undeceived the world \

Our

' 'Hic account was as follows ; •* O. * " ht of tlic ift of

February, inany gentlemen eminent foi > . and chara^cr,

K b 2 were,
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1763. Our converfation proceeded. " Sir, (fald he,) I

am a friend to fubordination, as moft conducive to

the

were, by the invitation of the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of Clerk-

cnwell, aflembled at his houfe, for the examination of the noifes

fuppofed to be made by a departed fpirit, for the detedion of

fome enormous crime.

** About ten at night the gentlemen met in the chamber iri

which the girl, fuppofed to be difturbed by a fpirit, had, with

proper caution, been put to bed by feveral ladies. They fat ra-

ther more than an hour, and hearing nothing, went down ftairs,

when they interrogated the father of the girl, who denied, in the

ftrongeft terms, any knowledge or belief of fraud.

** The fuppofed fpirit had before publickly promifed, by an

affirmative knock, that it would attend one of the gentlemen into

the vault under the chtirch of vSt. John, Clerkenwcll, where the

body is depofited, and give a token of her prefence there, by a

knock upon her coffin ; it was therefore determined to make this

trial of the exiftence or veracity of the fuppofed fpirit,

** While they were enquiring and deliberating, they were fum-

moned into the girl's chamber by fome ladies who were near her

bed, and who had heard.knocks and fcratches. When the gen-

tlemen entered, the girl declared that Ihe felt the fpirit like a

moufe upon her back, and was required to hold her hands out of

bed. From that time, though the fpirit was very folemnly re-

quired to manifeft its exiftence by appearance, by impreffion on

the hand or body of any prefent, by fcratches, knocks, or any

other agency, no evidence of any preter-natural power was ex-

hibited.

*' The fpirit was then very ferioufly advertlfed that the perfon

to whom the promife was made of ftriking the coffin, was then

about to vifit the vault, and that the performance of the promife

was then claimed. The company at one o'clock went into the

church, and the gentleman to whom the promife was made, went

with another into the vault. The fpirit was folemnly required

to perform its promife, but nothing more than filence enfued ;

t1ie perfon fuppofed to be accufed by the fpirit, then went down

with feveral others, but no efFeft was perceived. Upon their

return they examined the girl, but could draw no confeflion from

her.
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the happinefs of fociety. There is a reciprocal

pkafure in governing and being governed."

" Dr. Goldfmith is one of the firft men we now

have as an authour, and he is a very worthy man
too. He has been loofe in his principles, but he is

coming right."

I mentioned Mallet's tragedy of" Elvira," which

had been acted the preceding winter at Drury-lane,

and that the Honourable Andrew Erfkine, Mr.

Dempfler, and myfelf, had joined in writing a

pamphlet, entitled " Critical Strictures" againft

it^ That the mildnefs of Dempfter's difpofition

had, however, relented j and he had candidly faid,

" We have hardly a right to abufe this tragedy

;

for, bad as it is, how vain fliould either of us be

to write one not near fo good." Johnson. " Why
no. Sir; this is not juft reafoning. You may abule

a tragedy, though you cannot write one. You
may fcold a carpenter who has made you a bad

table, though you cannot make a table. It is not

your trade to make tables."

When I talked to him of the paternal eflate to

which I was heir, he faid, " Sir, let me tell you,

that to be a Scotch landlord, where you have a

her. Between two and three fhc defired and was permitted to

go home with her father.

•• It is, therefore, the opinion of the whole aflcmbly, that the

ild has fomeart of making or counrcrfciting a particular noifc,

i that there is no agency of any higher caufe."

"* The Critical Review, in which Mallet himfclf fomctimes

.'(Uc, charaftcrifcd this pamphlet as " the crude efforts of envy,

petulance, and fclf-conceit." There being thus three epithet*,

wc the three aulhours had a humourou:. contention how each

juld be appropriated.

B b 1 number
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'7^3* number of families dependent upon you, and at-

JEtat, 54. tached to you, is, perhaps, as high a fituation as

humanity can arrive at. A merchant upon the

""Change of London, with a hundred thoufand

pounds, is nothing : an Englifli duke, with an im-

menfe fortune, is nothing : he has no tenants who
confider themfelves as under his patriarchal care,

and who will follow him to the field upon an emer-

gency."

His notion of the dignity of a Scotch landlord

had been formed upon v/hat he had heard of the

Highland Chiefs; for it is long fince a lowland

landlord has been fo curtailed in his feudal autho-

rity, that he has little more influence over his

tenants than an Englifh landlord ; and of late years

mofl of the Highland Chiefs have deftroyed, by

means too well known, the princely power which

they once enjoyed.

He proceeded : " Your going abroad. Sir, and

breaking off idle habits, may be of great import-

ance to you. I would go where there are courts

and learned men. There is a good deal of Spain

that has not been perambulated. 1 would have

you go thither. A man of inferiour talents to

yours may furnifli us with ufeful obfervations upon

that country." His fuppofing me, at that period

of life, capable of writing an account of my travels

that would deferve to be read, elated me i\ot a

little.

I appeal to every impartial reader whether this

faithful detail of his franknefs, complacency, and

kindnefs to a young man, a ftranger and a Scotch-

man, does not refute the unjuft opinion of the

harftineis
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harflmefs of his general demeanour. His occa-

fional reproofs of folly, impudence, or impiety, and

even the fudden fallies of his conftitutional irritabi-

lity of temper, which have been preferved for the

poignancy of their wit, have produced that opi-

nion among thofe who have not confidcred that

fuch inftances, though collected by Mrs. Piozzi

into a fmall volume, and read over in a few hours,

were, in fav5l, fcattered through a long feries of

years ; years, in which his time was chiefly fpent

in inflructing and delighting mankind by his wri-

tings and converfation^ in a6ls of piety to God, and
good -will to men.

I complained to him that I had not yet acquired

much knowledge, and afked his advice as to my
lludies. He faid, " Don't talk of ftudy now.

I will give you a plan -, but it will require fomc

time to confider of it.'* " It is very good in you,

(I replied,) to allow me to be with you thus. Had
it been foretold to me fome years ago that I fliould

pafs an evening with the authour of the Rambler,
how fhould I have exulted 1" What I then exprefled

was fincerely from the heart. He was fatisiied

that it was, and cordially anfwered, " Sir, I am
glad we have met. I hope we fhali pafs many
evenings and mornings too, together." We
finilhed a couple of bottles of port, and fat till be-

^twccn one and two in the morning.

He wrote this year in the Critical Review the

account of " Telemachus, a Man<," by the

Reverend George Graham, of Eton College. The
fubjedl of this beautiful poem was particularly in-

^crcfting to Johnfon, who had much experience of

B b 4 " the
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" the confli6l of oppofite principles," which he de-

fcribes as, " The contention between pleafure and

virtue, a flruggle which will always be continued

while the prefent fyftem of nature fhall fubfift

:

nor can hiftory or poetry exhibit nnore than plea-

fure triumphing over virtue, and virtue fubjuga-

ting pleafure."

As Dr. Oliver Goldfmith will frequently appear

in this narrative, 1 fhall endeavour to make my
readers in fome degree acquainted with his fingular

charadler. He was a native of Ireland, and a con-

temporary with Mr.Burke, at Trinity College,Dub-

lin, but did not then give much promife of future

celebrity. He, however, obfcrved to Mr. Malone,

that " though he made no great figure in mathema-

ticks, which was a fludy in much repute there, he

could turn an Ode ofHorace into Englifli better than

any of them." He afterwards ftudied phyfick at

Edinburgh, and upon the Continent ; and I have

been informed, was enabled to purfue his travels

on foot, partly by demanding at Univerfities to en-

ter the lifls as a difputant, by which, according to

the cuflom of many of them, he was entitled to

the premium of a crown, when luckily for him his

challenge was not accepted ; fo that, as I once ob-

ferved to Dr. Johnfon, he difputed his pafTage

through Europe. He then came to England, and

was employed fuccefiively in the capacities of an

ufher to an academy, a corrector of the prefs, a

reviewer, and a writer for a news-paper. He had

faga*city enough to cultivate affiduoully the acquaint-

ance of Johnfon, and his faculties were gradually

enlarged by the contemplation of fuch a model.

i To
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To me and many others it appeared that he ftudi-

oully copied the manner of Johnfon, though, in-

deed, upon a fmaller fcale.

At this time I think he had publifhed nothing

with his name, though it was pretty generally

known that one Br. Goldjmith was the authour of
" An EfTay on the prefent State of polite Litera-

ture," and of " The Citizen of the World," a

feries of letters fuppofed to be written from I^on-

don by a Chinefe. No man had the art of difplay-

ing with more advantage as a writer, whatever

literary acquifitions he made. '^ Nihil quod tetigit

non ornavitK" [lis mind refembled a fertile, but

thin foil. There was a quick, but not a ftrong

vegetation, of whatever chanced to be thrown

upon it. No deep root could be ilruck. The
oak of the foreft did not grow there ; but the ele-

gant fhrubbery and the fragrant parterre appeared

in gay fuccelTion. It has been generally circulated

and believed that he was a mere fool in converfa-

tion^i but, in truth, this has been greatly ex-

aggerated

' Sec hb Epitaph in Wcftniinfler Abbey, written by Dr.

Johnfon.

• In allufion to this, Mr. Horace Walpole, who admired hi»

writings, Taid he was ** an infpired ideot;" and Garrick dc-

fcribcd him as one

for (hortncfs call'd Noll,

** Who wrote like an angel, and talk'd like poor Poll."

Sir Jofhua Reynolds mentioned to me that he frequently

heard Goldfmiih talk warmly of the pleafure of being liked, and

obfcrvc how hard it wouIJ be if literary excellence Ihould pre.

elude a man from that fatigfa^ion, which he perceived it often

did.
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17^5- aggeratecl. Me had, no doubt, a more than com

-

*i.
'^~^' mon fliare of that hurry of ideas which we often

find in his countrymen, and which fometimes pro-

duces a laughable confufion in exprefling them. He
was very much what the French call un etourdi, and

from vanity and an eager defire of being confpicu-

ous wherever he was, he frequently talked carelefsly

\yithout knowledge of the fubje6l, or even without

thought. His perfon was fliort, his countenance

coarfe and vulgar, his deportment that of a fcholar

aukwardiy affecting the eafy gentleman. Thofe

who were in any way diilinguifhed, excited envy in

him to fo rfdiculous an excefs, that the inftances of

it are hardly credible. When accompanying two

beautiful young ladies^ with their mother on a tour

in France, he was feriouGy angry that more atten-

tion was paid to them than to him , and once at

the exhibition of the Fantocciniy in Lt)ndon,, when

thofe who fat next him obferved with what dexte-

rity a puppet was made to tofs a pike, he could

not bear that it fhould have fuch praifci and ex-

claimed with fome warmth, " Pfhaw ! I can do it

better myfeif ^"

tlid, from the envy which attended it ; and therefore Sir

Jofliua was convinced that he was intentionally rrjore abfurd,

in order to leffen himfelf in fecial intercourfe, trufting that his

charader would be fufficiently fupported by his works. If it.

indeed was his intention to appear abfurd in company, he was

often very fuccefsful. But with due deference to Sir Jofliua's

ingenuity, I think the conjedure too refined.

' Mifs Ilornecks, one of whom is now married to Henry

Bunbury, Efq. and the other to Colonel Gwyn,
"* He went home with Mr, Burke to fupper ; and broke his Ihia

by attempting to exhibit to the company how much better he

could jump over a ftick than the puppets.

He,
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He, I am afraid, had no fettled fyftem of any

fort, fo that his condu6t muft not be flridly ^J^~^_^
fcrutinifed ; but his affe6lions were focial and ge-

nerous, and when he had money he gave it away-

very Hberally. His dtfire of imaginary confe-

quence predominated over his attention to truth.

When he began to rife into notice, lie faid he had

a brother who was Dean of Durham ^ a fidion fo

^afily detedled, that it is wonderful how he fhould

have been fo inconfiderate as to hazard it. He
boafted to me at this time of the power of his pen

in commanding money, which I believe was true

in a certain degree, though in the inflance he gave

he was by no means correct. He told me that

he had fold a novel for four hundred pounds. This

was his " Vicar of Wakefield." But Johnfon in-

formed me, that he had made the bargain for

Goldfmith, and the price was fixty pounds. " And,

Sir, (laid he,) a fufficient price too, when it was

fold ; for then the fame of Goldfmith had not been

elevated, as it afterwards was, by his * Traveller;'

and the bookfeller had fuch faint hopes of profit

by his bargain, that he kept the manufcript by

him a long time, and did not publilh it till after

the Traveller had appeared. Then, to be fure, it

was accidentally worth more money."

Mrs. Piozzi ' and Sir John Hawkins* have

ftrangcly mif-flatcd the hiftory of Goldfmith's

^ I am willing to hope that there may have been fome miflake

to this anecdote, though I had it from a Dignitary of the

Church. Dr. Ifaac Goldfmith, his near relation, was Dean

of Cloync, in 174".

Anecdote* of Johnfon, p. 119.
I ;fr ,,f T..fu>rMM M. 420.

fituation
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fituatlon and Johnfon's friendly interference, when

this novel was fold. 1 fhall give it authentically

from Johnfon's own exa6t narration :

" I received one morning a meflage from poor

Goldfmich that he was in great diftrefs, and, as it

v/as not in his power to come to me, begging that

I would come to him as foon as pofllble. I fent

him a guinea, and promiifed to come to him di-

redly. I accordingly went as foon as I was dreft,

and found that his landlady had arrefted him for

his rent, at which he was in a violent pafTion. I

perceived that he had already changed my guinea,

and had got a botde of Madeira and a glafs before

him. I put the cork into the bottle, defired he

would be calm, and began to talk to him of the

means by which he might be extricated. He then

told me that he had a novel ready for the prefs,

which he produced to me. I looked into it, and

faw its merit -, told the landlady I fhould foon re-

turn, and having gone to a bookfeller, fold it for

fixty pounds. I brought Goldfmith the money,

and he difcharged his rent, not without rating

his landlady in a high tone for having ufed him fo

My

3 It raay not be improper to annex here Mrs. Piozzi*s accouiit

of this tranfadtion, in her own words, as a fpecimen of the ex-

treme inaccuracy with which all her anecdotes of Dr. Johnfon

are related,.or rather difcoloured and dillorted. " I have forgot-

ten the year, but it could fcarcely I think be later than 1765 or

1766, that he was called abruptly from our houj'e after dinner,

and returning in about three hoursy faid he had been with an

enraged authour, whofe landlady preffed him for payment within

doors, while the bailiffs befet him without j that he was drinking

himfelf
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My next meeting with Johnfon was on Friday the

I ft ofJuly, when he and I and Dr. Goldfnnith Tup-

ped together at the Mitre. I was before this time

pretty well acquainted with Goldfmith, who was

one of the brightcft ornaments of the Johnfonian

fchool. Goldfmith's refpedful attachment to

Johnfon was then at its height ; for his own literary

reputation had not yet diftinguifhed him fo much

as to excite a vain defire of competition with his

great M after. He had increafed my admiratioa

of the goodnefs of Johnfon's heart, by incidental

remarks in the courfe of converfition, fuch as,

when I mentioned Mr. Levct, whom he enter-

tained under his roof, " He is poor and honeft,

which is recommendation enough to Johnfon i"

and whea I wondered that he was very kind to a

man of whom I had heard a very bad charadter,

*' He is now become mifcrable, and that infurcs

the protedion of Johnfon."

Goldfmith attempted this evening to maintain, I

fuppofe from an affectation of paradox, " that know-

ledge was not defirable on its own account, for it

often was a fource of unhappinefl." Johnson",

" Why, Sir, that knowledge may in fome cafes

bimfelf drunk with Madeira, to drown care, and fretting over a

novel, which, whtufintjhed, was lobe his rwhoie fortune, hut

he could nor get it done for difrailion, nor could he ftep out of

doors to offer it for falc. Mr. Johnfon, therefore, fcnt away the

bottle, and went to the bookfeller, recommending the perform-

ance, and defiringfcme immediate relief \ which when he brought

hack to the writer, he called the ivoman of the hcufe direfllj /#

partake of punchy and fa ft tlnr time in merriment," Anecdote*

of Dr. Johnfon, p. 119.

produce
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1763. produce unhappinefs, I allow. But, upon the

|^^^^^~^ whole, knowledge, ^^r y^, is certainly an obje6t

which every man would wifli to attain, although,

perhaps, he may not take the trouble neceflary for

attaining it.'*

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated political and

biographical writer, being mentioned, Johnfon
faid, " Campbell is a man of m.uch knowledge,

and has a good Ihare of imagination. His ' Her-
mippus Redivivus' is very entertaining, as an ac-

count of the Hermetick philofophy, and as fur-

nifhing a curious hiftory of the extravagancies of

the human mind. If it were merely imaginary,

it would be nothing at all. Campbell is not al-

ways rigidly careful of truth in his converfation ;

but I do not believe there is any thing of this care-

lefTnefs in his books. Campbell is a good man,
a pious rnan. 1 am afraid he has not been in the

infide of a church for many years *
-, but he never

* I am inclined to think that he was mifinformed as to this

eircumftance, I own I am jeabus for my worthy friend Dr.

John Campbell. For though Milton could without remorfe ab-

fent himfelf from publick worfhip, 1 cannot. On the contrary,

1 bave the fame habitual impreffions upon my mind, with thofe

of a truly venerable Judge, who faid to Mr. Langton, ** Friend

JLangton, if I have not been at church on Sunday, I do not feci

myfelf eafy." Dr. Campbell was a fmcerely religious man.

Lord Macartney, who is eminent for his variety of knowledge,

and attention to men of talents, and knew him well, told mc,

that when he called on him in a morning, he found him read-

ing a chapter in the Greek New Teftament, which he in-

formed his I.ordfhip was his conftant pradlice. The quantity

of Dr. Campbell's compofition is almoft incredible, and his

labours brought him large profits. Dr. Jofeph Warton told

me that Johnfon faid of him, •* He is the richeft authour that

ever grazed the common of literature/*

paiTes
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pafles a church without pulling off his hat. This

fhews that he has good principles. I ufed to go

pretty often to Campbell's on a Sunday evening,

till I began to confider that the flioals of Scotch-

men who flocked about him might probably fay,

when any thing of mine was well done, * Ay, ay,

he has learnt this of Cawmell !"

He talked very contemptuoufly of Churchill's

poetry, obferving, that " it had a temporary cur-

rency, only from its audacity of abufe, and being

filled with living names, and that it would fink

into oblivion.'* I ventured to hint that he was not

quite a fair judge, as Churchill hnd attacked hitn

violently. Johnson. " Nay, Sir, I am a very

fair judge. He did not attack me violently till he

found I did not like his poetry; and his attack on

me fliall not prevent me from continuing to fay

what I think of him, from an apprehenfion that it

may be afcribcd to rcfentment. No, Sir, I called

the fellow a blockhead at ftrft, and I will call hiaa

a blockhead dill. However, 1 will acknowledge

that I have a better opinion of him now, than I

once had ; for he has (hewn more fertility than I

cxpc(flcd. To be furc, he is a tree that cannoc

produce good fruit : lie only bears crabs. But,

Sir, a tree that produces a great many crabs is

better than a tree which produces only a few."

In this depreciation of Churchill's poetry I could

not agree with him. It is very true that tlie greatcft

part of it is upon the topicks of the day, on which

account, as it brought him great fame and profit

at the time, it mud proportionally flidc out of the

publick attention as other occafional objcds fuc-

cecd.
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ceed. But Churchill had extraordinary vigour

^EbtrcT. both of thought and expreflion. His portraits of

the players will ever be valuable to the true lovers

of the drama; and his flrong caricatures of feveral

eminent men of his age, will not be forgotten by

the curious. Let me add, that there are in his

"works many pafTages which are of a general na-

ture 3 and his " Prophecy of Famine" is a poem
of no ordinary merit. It is, indeed, falfely injuri-

ous to Scotland -, but therefore may be allowed a

greater fhare of invention.

Bonnel Thornton had juft publifhed a burlefque

" Ode on St. Cecilia's day, adapted to the ancient

Britifh mufick, viz. the falt-box, the Jew's-harp,

the marrow-bones and cleaver, the hum-ftrum

or hurdy-gurdy, &c." Johnfon praifed its hu-

mour, and feemed much diverted with it. He re-

peated the following pafTage

:

^^ In flrains more exalted the falt-box fhall join,

^^ And clattering and battering and clapping com-
bine:

*^ With a rap and a tap, while the hollow fide founds,

" Up and down leaps the flap, and with ratding

rebounds."

I mentioned the periodical paper called " The
Connoisseur." He faid it wanted matter.—No
doubt it has not the deep thinking of Johnfon's

writings. But furely it has juft views of the fur-^l

face of life, and a very Iprightly manner. His

opinion of The World was not much higher than

of the Connoifleur.

I^eC
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Let me here apologize for the imperfc<5l man-

ner in which I am obliged to exhibit Johnfon's ^^jt. eL
converfation at this period. In the early part of

my acquaintance with him, I was fo wrapt in ad-

miration of his extraordinary colloquial talents, and

fo little accuftomed to his peculiar mode of ex-

preflion, that I found it extremely difficult to re-

colled and record his converfation with its genuine

vigour and vivacity. In progrefs of time, when

my mind was, as it were, Jirongly impregnated

zvith the John/onian ather^ I could, with much
more facility and exadlnefs, carry in my memory
and commit to paper the exuberant variety of his

wifdom and wit.

At this time Mijs Williams, as fhe was then

called, though fhe did not refide with him in the

Temple under his roof, but had lodgings in Bolt-

court, Fleet-ftreet, had fo much of his attention,

that he every night drank tea with her before he

went home, however late it miglit be, and llie al-

ways fat up for him. This, it may be fairly con-

jectured, was not alone a proof of his regard for

her^ but of his own unwillingnefs to go into foli-

tude before that unfcafonable hour at which he had

habituated himfelf to cxpedt the oblivion of rcpofe.

Dr. Goldfmith, being a privileged man, went with

him this night, (Irutting away, and calling to me
with an air of I'upcriority, like that of an efoterick

over an cxoterick difciple of a fage of antiquity,

" I go to Mifs Williams/* I confcfs, I then en-

vied him this migl»ty privilege, of which he feemcd

fo proud i but it was not long before I obtained the

fame mark of di(lin<5tion.

Vol. I. C c On
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On Tuefday the 5th of July, I again vifited

Johnfon. He told me he had looked into the

poems of a pretty voluminous writer, Mr. (now

Dr.) JohnOgilvie, one ofthe Prefbyterian minillers

-of Scotland, which had lately come out, but conld

find no thinking in them. Boswell. " Is there

not imagination in them. Sir ?" Johnson. *' Why,
Sir, there is in them what was imagination, but

it is no more imagination in him^ than found is

found in the echo. And his didion too is not his

own. We have long ago feen white-robed innocence^

zw^ flower-befpangled meads'^

Talking of London, heobferved, "Sir, if you

wiih to have a juft notion of the magnitude of this

city, you muft not be fatisfied with feeing its great

ftreets and fquares, but mufc furvey the innume-

rable little lanes and courts. It is not in the (howy

evolutions of buildings, but in the mulriplicity of

human habitations which are crouded together, that

the wonderful jriimenfity of London confifts."—

I

have often amufed myfelfwith thinking how different

a place London is to different people. They, whofe

narrow minds are contraded to the confideration

of fome one particular purfuit, view it only through

that medium. A politician thinks of it merely as

the feat of government in its different departments;

a grazier, as a vail market for cattle ; a mercantile

man, as a place where a prodigious deal of bufinefs

is done upon 'Change ; a dramatick enthufiaft, as

the grand fcene of theatrical entertainments ; a

Tnan of pleafure, as an affemblage of taverns, and

the great em.porium for ladies of eafy virtue. Buti

the intelledual man is ftruck with it, as compre-
- hending
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handing the whole of human life in all its variety,
^
n ^3'

^

the contemplation of which is inexhauftible. ^^^^^ r i^

On Wednefday, July 6, he was engaged to fup

with me at my lodgings in Downing- flreet, VVeft-

minfter. But on the preceding night my Land-

lord having behaved very rudely to me and fome

company who were with me, I had rcfolved not to

remain another night in his houfe. I was exceed-

ingly uneafy at the aukward appearance I fuppofed

I (hould make to Johnfon and the other gentlemen

whom I had invited, not being able to receive

them at home, and being obliged to order fupper

at the Mitre. I went to Johnfon in the morning,

and talked of it as of a ferious diftrefs. He laughed,

and faid, *' Confider, Sir, how infignificant this

will appear a twelvemonth hence."—Were this

confideration to be applied to mofl of the little

vexatious incidents of life, by which our quiet is too

often difturbed, it would prevent many painful fen-

fations. I have tried it frequently, with good cffe6l.

*' There is nothing (continued he) in this mighty

misfortune ; nay, we fhall be better at the Micre."

I told him that I had been at Sir John Fielding's

office, complaining of my landlord, and had been

informed, that though I had taken my lodgings for

a year, I might, upon proof of his bad behaviour,

quit them when I pleafed, without being under an

obligation to pay rent for any longer time than

while I ponreflTcd them. The fertility of Johnfon'i

mind could (hew itfelf even upon fo fmall a matter

as this. " Why, Sir, (faid he,) I fuppofc this muft

be the law, fince you have been told fo in Bow-

ftrcct. But, if your landlord could hold you to

C c 2 your
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1765. your bargain, and the lodgings fhould be yours

/£x&f\^ ^o^ ^ y^^^i you iTiay certainly ufe them as you think

fit. So, Sir, you may quarter two life-guardmea

upon him ; or you may fend the greateft fcoundrel

you can find into your apartments; or you may
fay that you want to make fome experiments in

natural philofophy, and may burn a large quantity

of afTafoetida in his houfe."

I had as my guefls this evening at the Mitre

tavern, Dr. Johnfon, Dr. Goldfmith, Mr. Thomas
Davies, Mr. Eccles, an Irifh gentleman, for whofe

agreeable company I was obliged to Mr. Davies,

and the Reverend Mr. John Ogilvie ', who
was defirous of being in company with my
illuftrious friend, while I, in my turn, was proud

to have the honour of fliewing one of my country-

men upon what eafy terms Johnfon permitted me
to live with him.

Goldfmith, as ufual, endeavoured, with too much
cagernefs, to /bwe, and difputed very warmly with

Johnfon againft the v/ell-known maxim of the

Britifh conftitution, «' the King can do no wrong;'*

affirming, that " what was morally falfe could not

be politically true; and as the King maght, in the

exercife of his regal power, command and caufe

the doing of what was wrong, it certainly might be

* The northern bard mentioned page 386. When I afked

Dr. Johnfon's permiffion to introduce him, he obligingly

agreed ; adding, however, with a fly pleafantry, *' but he

xnuft give us none of his poetry." It is remarkable that John-

fon and Churchill, however much they differed in other points,

agreed on this fubjed. See Churchill's "Journey.'* It is,

however, but juftice to Dr, Ogilvie to obferve, that his ** Day
of Judgement," has no inconfiderable (hare of merit.

faid.
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faid^ in fenfe and in reafon, that he could do wfong."

JoHXsoN. " Sir, you are to confider, that in our

conilitution, according to its true principles, the

King is the head ^ he is fupreme ; he is above every

thing, and there is no power by which he can be

tried. Therefore it is, Sir, that we hold the King

can do no wrong, that whatever may happen to be

wrong in government may not be above our reach,

by being alcribed to Majefly. Redrefs is always to

be had againft opprefTion, by punifhing the imme-

diate agents. I'he King, though he fhould com-
mand, cannot force a Judge to condemn a man
unjuflly ; therefore it is the Judge whom we profe-

cute and punifh. Political inflitutions are formed

upon the confideration of what will moft frequendy

tend to the good of the whole, although now and

then exceptions may occur. Thus it is better in

general that a nation fhould have a fupreme legif-

lative power, although it may at times be abufed.

And then. Sir, there is this confideration, that ^
(be ahuje be enormous^ Nature will rife up, and clai?n-

ing her original rights^ overturn a corrupt political

fyjlemy I mark this animated fentence with pecu-

liar pleafure, as a noble inftance of that truly dig-

nified fpirit of freedom which ever "glowed in his

heart, though he was charged with flavifli tenets

by fuperficial obfervers, becaufe he was at all times

indignant againft that falfe patriotifm, that pre-

tended love of freedom, that unruly reftlcflhefs,

which is inconfiftent with the (table authority of any

good government.

This generous fcntiment, which he uttered with

great fervour, ftruck me exceedingly, and ftirrcd

C c 3 my



39© THELIFEOF
1765. my blood to that pitch of fancied refiftance,. the

^^^^ 7^ pofTibility of which I am glad to keep in mind, but

to which I truft I never fhall be forced.

" Great abilities (faid he) are not requifite for

an Hiftorian j for in hiftorical compofition, all the

greateO: powers of the human mind are quiefcent.

He has fadls ready to his hand ; fo there is no ex-

ercife of invention. Imagination is not required in

any high degree ; only about as much as is ufed in

the lower kinds of poetry. Some penetration,

accuracy, and colouring will fit a man for the tafk,

if he can give the applicanon which is neceflary."

" Bayle's Didlionary is a very ufeful work for

thofe to confult who love the biographical part of

literature, which is what I love moft."

Talking of the eminent writers in Queen Anne's

reign, he obferved, " I think Dr. Arbuthnot the

firfl man among them. He was the mod: univerfal

genius, being an excellent phyfician, a man of

deep learning, and a man of much humour. Mr.

Addifon was, to be fure, a great man 5 his learning

was not profound ; but his morality^ his humour,

and his elegance of writing, fet him very high."

Mr. Ogilvie was unlucky enough to choofe for

the topick of his converfation the praifes of his na-

tive country. He began with faying, that there

was very rich land round Edinburgh. Goldfmith,

who had ftudied phyfick there, contradrded this,

very untruly, with a fleering laugh. Difconcerted

a little by this, Mr. Ogilvie then took new ground,

where, 1 fuppofe, he thought himfelf perfedlly fafe ;

for he obferved, that Scotland had a great many

noble wild profpedls. Johnson. " I believe. Sir,

4 yo«
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you have a great many. Norway, too, has noble

wild profpeds j and Lapland is remarkable for pro-

digious noble wild profpecls. But, Sir, let me
tell you, the nobleit profped which a Scotchman

ever fees, is the high road that leads him to'Eng-

land 1" This unexpeded and pointed Tally pro-

duced a roar of applaufe. After all, however,

thofe, who admire the rude grandeur of Nature,

cannot deny it to Caledonia*

On Saturday, July 9, I found Johnfon fur-

rounded with a numerous levee, but have not pre*

fervcd any part of his converfation. On the 14th

we had another evening by ourfelves at the Mitre.

It happening to be a very rainy night, I made

fjme common-place obfervations on the relaxation

of nerves and deprefllon of fpirits which fuch wea-

ther occafioned ; adding, however, that it was good

for the vegetable creation. Johnfon, who, as we

have already feen, denied that the temperature of

the air had any influence on the human frame, an-

fwercd, with a fmile of ridicule, *« Why yes. Sir,

it is good for vegetables, and for the animals who

cat thofe vegetables, and for the animals whQ eat

thofe animals." This obfervation of his aptly

enough introduced a good fupper ; and I foon for-

got, in Johnfon's company, the influence of a moid

atmofphcre.

Feeling my fclf now quite at cafe as his companion,

though 1 iiad all pofllblc reverence for him, I exprefled

a regret that i could not be fo cafy with. iTi-y I'ather,

though he was not much older than him, and cer-

tainly however refpcdlablc had not more learning and

greater abilities to deprcfs mc. I afkcd him the

C c 4 rcafon
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reafon of this. Johnson. " Why, Sir, I am a

^i^l ^~ ^^^ of the world. I live in the world, and I take,

in fonne degree, the colour of the world as it moves

along. Your father is a Judge in a remote part

of the ifland, and all his notions are taken from

the old world. Befides, Sir, there muft always be

a ftruggle between a father and Ton, while one aims

at power and the other at independence.'* I faid,

I was afraid my father would force me to be a

lawyer. Johnson. " Sir, you need not be afraid

©f his forcing you to be a laborious pra6lifing

lawyer -, that is not in his power. For as the pro>

verb fays, ' One man may lead a horfe to the wa-

ter, but twenty cannot make him drink.' He
may be dilpleafed that you are not what he wifhes

you to be 5 but that difpleafure will not go far. If

he infifts only on your having as much law as is

neceffary for a man of property, and then endea-

vours to get you into Parliament, he is quite in the

-rrght."

He enlarged very convincingly upon the excel-

'lence of rhyme over blank verfe in Englifh poetry.

I mentioned to him that Dr. Adam Smith, in his

le6lures upon compofition, when I ftudied under

him in the College of Glafgow, had maintained

the fame opinion (Irenuoufly, and I repeated fom.e

of his arguments. Johnson, " Sir, 1 was once in

company with Smith, and we did not take to each

others but had I known that he loved rhyme as

much as you tell me he does, I fhould have hugged

him/'

Talking of thofe who denied the truth of Chrif-

tianity, he faid, " It is always eafy to be on the

negative
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negative fide. If a man were now to deny that

there is fait upon the table, you could not reduce

him to an abfurdity. Come, let us try this a lit-

tle further. I deny that Canada is taken, and I

can fupport my denial by pretty good arguments.

The French are a much more numerous people

than we ; and it is not likely that they would allow

us to take it. * But the miniftry have aflured us,

in all the formality of the Gazette, that it is taken.'

—Very true. But the miniftry have put us to an

enormous expence by the war in America, and it

is their intereft to perfuade us that we have got

fomething for our money.— * But the fa<51: is con-

firmed by thoufands of men who were at the taking

of it.*—Ay, but thefe men have ftill more intereft

in deceiving us. They don't want you fhould think

the French have beat them, but that they have

beat the French. Now fuppofe you fhould go over

and find that it is really taken, that would only

fatisfy yourfelf; for when you come home we will

not believe you. We will fay you have been

bribed.—Yet, Sir, notwithftanding all thefe plau-

fible obje6lions, we have no doubt that Canada is

really ours. Such is the weight of common tef-

timony. How much ftronger are the evidences of

the Chriftian religion ?"

" Idlenefs is a difeafe which muft be combated -,

but I would not advife a rigid adherence to a parti-

cular plan of ftudy. I myfelf have never perfifted

in any plan for two days together. A man ought

to read juft as inclination leads him ; for what he

TCAi}^ as A t.i/lc will do him lirtle crood. A young
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^1^3^ man fhould read five hours in a day> and fb may!

JEtat. C4.
acquire a great deal of knowledge."

To a man of vigorous intelle6l and arduous cu-

riofity like his own, reading without a regular plan

may be beneficial -, though even fuch a man muft

fubmit to it, if he would attain a full underftanding

of any of the fciences.

To fuch a degree of unreftrained franknefs had

he now accuftomed me, that in the courfe of this

evening I talked of the numerous refleflions which

had been thrown outagainft him on account of his

having accepted a penfion from his prefent Majefty.

** Why, Sir, (faid he,, with a hearty laugh,) it is

-a mighty foolifh noife that they make^ I have

accepted of a penfion as a reward which has been

thought due to my literary merit ; and now that I

have this penfion, I am the fame man in every re-

lpe6l that 1 have ever been ; I retain the fame prin-

ciples. It is true, that I cannot now curfe (fmil-

ing) the houfc of Hanover ; nor would it be de-

cent for me to drink King James's health in the

wine that King George gives me money to pay

for. But, Sir, L think that the pleafure of curfing

the houfe of Hanover, and drinking King James's!

.health, are amply overbalanced by three hundred

pounds a year."

There was here, moft certainly, an affedation

of more Jacobitifm than he really had, and indeed

an intention of admitting, for the moment, in a

much greater extent than it really exifted, the

* When I mentioned the fame idle clamour to him feveral

years afterwards, he faid, with a fmile, ** I wiflimy penfion wete

j(twioe as large, that they might make twice as much noife."

charge
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charge of difaffedlion imputed to him by the world, '7^3*

merely for the purpofe of (hewing how dexteroufly ^^^^^ -

,

he could repel an attack, even though he were

placed in the moil difadvantageous pofition; for

I have heard him declare, that if holding up his

right hand would have lecured vi6lory at Culloden

to Prince Charles's army, he was not fure he would

have held it up ; fo little confidence had he in the

right claimed by the houfe of Stuart, and fo fearful

was he of the confequences of another revolution

on the throne of Great-Britain; and Mr. Topham
Beauclerk afllired me, he had heard him fay this

before he had his penfion. At another time he

faid to Mr. Langton, " Nothing has ever offered

that has made it worth my while to confider the

queftion fully." He, however, alfo faid to the

fame gentleman, talking of King James the Se-

cond, " It was become impoflible for him to

reign any longer in this country." He no doubt

had an early attachment to the Houfe of Stuart ^

but his zeal had cooled as his reafon (Irengthened.

Indeed I heard him once fay, that " after the death

of a violent Whig, with whom he ufed to contend

with great eagemefs, he felt his Toryifm much
abated ^" I fuppofe he meant Mr. Walmfley.

Yet there is no doubt that at earlier periods he

was wont often to exercifc both his pleafantry and

ingenuity in talking Jacobitifm. My much re-

fpeftcd friend. Dr. Douglas, now Bifhop of Salif-

bury, has favoured me with the following admira-

ble inftancc from his Lordfhip's own recollcdion.

^ Journal of a Tour to the Hebridet, 3d. edit. p. 402,

One
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One day when dining at old Mr. Langton*s,

where Mifs Roberts, his niece, was one of the

company, Johnfon, with his ufual complacent

attention to the fair fex, took her by the hand and

faid, " My dear, I hope you are a Jacobite." Old

Mr. Langton, who, though a high and fteady

Tory, was attached to the prefent Royal Family,

feemed offended, and allied Johnfon, with great

warmth, what he could mean by putting fuch a

queftion to his niece ? " Why, Sir, (faid Johnfon)

I .meant no ofFence to your niece, I meant her a great

compliment. A Jacobite, Sir, believes in the

divine right of Kings. He that believes in the

divine right of Kings believes in a Divinity. A
Jacobite believes in the divine right of Bifhops.

He that believes in the divine right of Bifhops

believes in the divine authority of the Chriflian

religion. Therefore, Sir, a Jacobite is neither an

•Atheift nor a Deifl. That cannot be faid of a

Whig J for Whiggijm is a negatmi of all principle^.

He advifed me, when abroad, to be as much as

I could with the Profeiibrs in the Univerfiries,

and with the Clergy ; for from their converfation

I might expeft the bcfl accounts of every thing

in whatever country I fhould be, with the addi-

tional advantage of keeping my learning alive.

* He ufcd to tell, with great humour, from my relation to

liim, the following little ftory of my early years, which was

literally true; '* Bofwell, in the year 174.5, was a fine boy, wore

a white cockade, and prayed for King James, till one of his

juncles (General Cochran) gave him a fniilingon condition that

he ihould pray for King George, which he accordingly did. So

you fee (fays Bofwell) that Whigs cf all a^es are made the

Jame ivaj.**
'

5 It
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It will be obferved, that when giving mc ad-

vice as to my travels, Dr. Johnfon did not dwell

upon cities, and palaces, and pidlures, and fliews,

and Arcadian fcenes. He was of Lord EfTex's

opinion, who advifes his kinfman Roger Earl of

Rutland, " rather to go an hundred miles to fpeak

with one wife man, than five miles to fee a fair

town ^

I defcribed to him an impudent fellow from

Scotland, who affected to be a favage, and railed

at all eftablifhed fyftems. Johnson. " There is

nothing furprizing in this. Sir. He wants to make
himfelf confpicuous. He would tumble in a hog-

ftye, as long as you looked at him and called to

him to com.e out. But let him alone, never mind
him, and he'll foon give it over."

I added, that the fame perfon maintained that

there was no diflindlion between virtue and vice.

Johnson. " Why, Sir, if the fellow does not

think as he fpeaks, he is lying; and I fee not what

honour he can propofe to himfelf from having the

chara6lcr of a Ivar. But if he does really think

that there is no diftinclion between virtue and vice,

why. Sir, when he leaves our houfes, let us count

pgr fpoons."

Sir David Dalrymple, now one of the Judges

of Scotland by the title of Lord Hailes, had con-

tributed much to increafe my high opinion of John-

fon, on account of his writings, long before I at-

tained to a perfonal acquaintance with him ; I, in

i^r,,rr. u-^r] I ^ ui Hcd J c>h n foH of S 1 T David'scmi-

' Ijclitt lo Rutlanil on Travel, 1596.

ncnt
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ncnt character for learning and religion; and John-

fon was fo much pleafed, that at one of our evening

meetings he gave him for his toaft. I at this time

kept up a very frequent correfpondence with Sir

David ; and I read to Dr. Johnfon to-night the

following pafTage from the letter which I had lad

received from him

:

" It gives me pleafure to think that you have

obtained the friendfhip of Mr. Samuel Johnfon.

He is one of the bell moral writers which England

has produced. At the fame time, I envy you the

free and undifguifed converfe with fuch a man.

May I beg you to prefent my beil refpedls to him,

and to allure him of the veneration which I enter-

tain for the authour of the Ramibler and of Raf-

felas ? Let me recommend this laft work to you

;

with the Rambler you certainly are acquainted. In

Raflelas you will fee a tender-hearted operator,

who probes the wound only to heal it. Swift, on

the contrary, mangles human nature. He cuts

and flalbes, as if he took pkafure in the operation,

like the tyrant who faid, Itaferi utjejentiat emcri,'*

Johnfon feemed to be much gradfied by this juft

and well-turned compliment.

He recommended to me to keep a journal of

my life, full and unreferved. He laid it would be

a very good exercife, and would yield me great

fatisfadlion when the particulars were faded from

my remembrance. I was uncommonly fortunate

in having had a previous coincidence of opinion

with him upon this fubjt^cl, for 1 had kept fuch a

journal for fome time ; and it was no fmall plea-

fure to oae to have this to tell him, and to receive

his
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his approbation. He counfelled me to keep it
^/'^3'

private, and laid I nnight furely have a friend who iBtat. 54.

would burn it in cafe of nny death. From this

habit I have been enabled to give the world fo

many anecdotes, which would otherwife have been

lofl to pofterity. I mentioned that I was afraid

I put into my journal too many little incidents.

Johnson. " There is nothing, Sir, too litde for fo

lirtle a creature as man. It is by ftudying litdc

things that we attain the great art of having as litde

mtfery and as much happinefs as pofTible."

Next morning Mr. Dempfter happened to call

on me, and was fo much ftruck even with the im-

perfect account which I gave him of Dr. Johnfon's

converfation, that to his honour be it recorded,

when 1 complained that drinking port and fitting

up late with him, affedled my nerves for fome time

after, he faid, " One had better be palfied at

eighteen, than not keep company with fuch a

man."

On Tuefday, July 18, I found tall Sir Thomas
Robinfon fitting with Johnfon. Sir Thomas faid,

that the King of PrufTia valued himfelf upon three

things ;—upon being a hero, a mufician, and an

authour. Johnson. " Pretty well. Sir, for one

man. As to his being an authour, I have not

looked at his poetry; but his profe is poor ftuff.

He writes juft as you might fuppofe Voltaire's foot-

boy to do, who has been his amanuenfis. He has

fuch parts as the valet might have, and about as

much of the colouring of the ftyle as might be got

by tranfcribing his works." When I was at Fcr-

ncy, I repeated this to Voltaire, in order to recon-

cile
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cile him fbmewhat to Johnfon, whom he, in

affecting the Englifh mode of exprefTion, had pre-

vioufly charadterifed as " a fuperftitious dog ;" but

after hearing fuch a criticifm on Frederick the

Great, with whom he was then on bad terms, he

exclaimed, " An honeft fellow
!"

But I think the criticifm much too fevere j for

the " Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburgh**

are written as well as many works of that kind.

His poetry, for the ilyle of which he himfelf

makes a frank apology, " Jargonnant un FrayK^cis

barbare^'' though fraught with pernicious ravings

of infidelity, has, in many places, great animation,

and in fome a pathecick tendernefs.

Upon this contemptuous animadverfion on the

King of PruITia, I obferved to Johnfon, "It would

feem then. Sir, that much lefs parts are neceiTary

to make a King, than to make an Authour ; for

the King of PrufTia is confefledly the greateft King

now in Europe, yet you think he makes a very poor

iigure as an Authour,*'

Mr. Levet this day fhewed me Dr. Johnfon's

Hbrary, which was contained in two garrets over

his Chambers, where Lintot, fon of the celebrated

bookfeiler of that name, had formerly his ware-

houle. 1 found a number of good books, but

very dufly and in great confufion. The floor was

fl:rewed with manufcript leaves, in Johnfon*s own
hand-writing, which I beheld with a degree of ve-

neration, fuj^pofing thty perhaps might contain

portions of the Rambler, or of RafTelas. I ob-

ferved an apparatus for chymical experiments, of

which Johnfon was all his life very fond. The
place
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^ace feemcd to be very favourable for retirement ^7^3-
^

and meditation. Johnfon told me, that he went ^tat. 54.

up thither without mentioning it to his fervant,

when he wanted to (ludy, fecure from interruption j

for he would not allow his fervant to fay he was

not at home when he really was. " A fervant's

flrict regard for truth, (faid he) mud be weakened

by fuch a pradlice. A philofopher may know

that it is merely a form of denial; but few fervanta

are fuch nice diftinguifhers. If I accuftom a fer-

vant to tell a lye for me, have I not reafon to ap-

prehend that he will tell many lies for himJelfV^

I am, however, fatisfied that every fervant, of any

degree of intelligence, underftands faying his mafler

is not at home, not at all as the affirmadon of a

fadl, but as cuftomary words, intim*adng that his

mailer wifhes not to be feeui fo that there can be

no bad effed from it.

Mr. Temple, now vicar of St. Gluvias, Corn-

wall, who had been my intimate friend for many

years, had at this time chambers in Farrar*s-

buildings, at the bottom of Inner Temple-lane,

which he kindly lent me upon my quitting my
lodgings, he being to return to Trinity Hall> Cam-
bridge. 1 found them particularly convenient for

me, as they were fo near Dr. Johnfon's.

On Wcdnefday, July 20, Dr. Johnfon, Mr.
Dempfter, and my uncle Dr. Bofwell, who hap-

pened to be now in London, funpcd with me at

thefe Chambers. Johnson. " Pity is not natural

to man. Children are always cruel. Savages

aro^always cruel. Pity is acquired and improved

by the cultivation of reafon. Wc may have uncafy

Vol. I, Dd fcnfatioas
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fcnfations from feeing a creature in diftrefs, with-

out pity ; for we have not pity unlefs we wifh to

relieve them. When I am on my way to dine

with a friend, and finding it late, have bid the

coachman make hafte, if I happen to attend when

he whips his horfes, I may feel unpleafantly that

the animals are put to pain, but I do not wifh him

to defift. No, Sir, I wifli him to drive on."

Mr. Alexander Donaldfon, bookfeller of Edin-

burgh, had for fome time opened a fhop in Lon-

don, and fold his cheap editions of the moil popu-

lar Englilh books, in defiance of the fuppofed com-

mon^law right of Z/V^'^r)' Property. Johnfon, though

he concurred in the opinion which was afterwards

fandlioned by a judgement of the Houfeof Lords,

that there was no fuch right, was at this time very

angry that the Bookfellers of London, for whom
he uniformly profeffed much regard, fhould fufFer

from an invafion of what they had ever confidered

to be fecure ; and he was loud and violent againft

Mr. Donaldfon. " He is a fellow who takes ad-

"Vantage of the law to injure his brethren ; for, not-

withftanding that the ftatute fecures only fourteen

years of exclufive right, it has always been under-

ftood by the trade^ that he, who buys the copy-

right of a book from the authour, obtains a per-

petual property ; and upon that belief, numberlefs

bargains are made to transfer that property after

the expiration of the flatutory term. Now Do-
naldfon, I fay, takes advantage here, ofpeople who

have really an equitable title from ufage ; and if

"we confider how few of the books, of which they

buy the property, fucceed fo well as to bring profit,

wc
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we fhould be of opinion that the term of fourteen

years is too fhort; it fhould be fixty years." Demp-
ster. " Donaldfon, Sir, is anxious for the encou-

ragement of literature. He reduces the price of

books, fo that poor (ludents may buy them.'*

Johnson, (laughing.) " Well, Sir, allowing that

to be his motive, he is no better than Robin

Hood, who robbed the rich in order to give to the

poor."

It is remarkable, that when the great queftion

concerning Literary Property came to be ultimately

tried before the fupreme tribunal of this country,

in confequence of the very fpirited exertions of Mr.
Donaldfon, Dr. Johnfon was zealous againft a

perpetuity ; but he thought that the term of the

exclufive right of authours fhould be confiderably

enlarged. He was then for granting a hundred

years.

The converfation now turned upon Mr. David

Hume's flyle. Johnson. " Why, Sir, his fVyle

is not Englifh ; the flrudture of his fentenccs is

French. Now the French flrudlure and the Eng-
lifh flrudlurc may, in the nature of things, be

equally good. But if you allow that the Englifh

language is eflablifhed, he is wrong. My name

might originally have been Nicholfon, as well as

Johnfon ; but were you to call me Nicholfon now,

you would call me very abfurdly."

Rouffeau's trcatife on the inequality of mankind

was at this time a fafliionable topick. It gave rife

, to an obfervation by Mr. Dempfter, that the ad-

vantages of fortune and rank were nothing to a

wile man, who ought to value only merit. Jounson.

D d 2 *Uf
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" If man were a favage, living in the woods by

himfelf, this might be true ; but in civilized fociety

we all depend upon each other, and our happinefs

is very much owing to the good opinion of man-

kind. Now, Sir, in civilifed fociety, external

advantages make us more refpeded. A man with

a good coat upon his back meets with a better re-

ception than he who has a bad one. Sir, you

may analyfe this, and fay what is there in it ? But

chat will avail you nothing, for it is a part of a general

fyftem. Pound St. Paul's church into atoms, and

confider any fingle atom ; it is, to be fure, good

for nothing : but, put all thefe atoms together, and

you have St. PauFs church. So it is with human
felicity, which is made up of many ingredients,

each of which may be fhewn to be very infignifi-

fcant. In civilifed fociety, perfonal merit will not

ferve you fo much as money will. Sir, you may
make the experiment. Go into the ftreet, and

give one man a lecture on morality, and another a

ihilling, and fee which will refpedt you moft. If

you wilh only to fupport nature. Sir William Petty

iixes your allowance at three pounds a year ; but

as times are much altered, let us call it fix pounds.

This fum will fill your belly, fhelter you from the

weather, and even get you a flrong lading coat,

fuppofing it to be made ofgood bull's hide. Now,
Sir, all beyond this is artificial, and is defired in

order to obtain a greater degree of refpedt from

our fellow-creatures. And, Sir, if fix hundred

pounds a year procure a man more confequence,

and, of courfe, more happinefs than fix pounds a

year, the fame proportion will hold as to fix

3 thoufand.
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thoufanJ, and fo on as far as opulence can be car-

ried. Perhaps he who has a large fortune may not

be fo happy as he who has a fmall one ; but that

muft proceed from other caufes than from his

having the large fortune : for, ceteris paribus^ he who

is rich in a civilized fociety, muft be happier than he

who is poor ; as riches, if properly ufed, (and it

is a man's own fault if they are not,) muft be pro-

dudive of the higheft advantages. Money, to be

fure, of itfelf is of no ufe ; for its only ufe is to part

with it. Rouffeau, and all thofe who deal in para-

doxes, are led away by a childifh defire of novelty.

When I was a boy, I ufed always to choofe the

wrong fide of a debate, becaufe moft ingenious

things, that is to fay, moft new things, could be

faid upon it. Sir, there is nothing for which you

may not mufter up more plaufible arguments,

than thofe which are urged againft wealth and other

external advantages. Why now, there is ftealing;

why fhould it be thought a crime ? When we con-

fider by what unjuft methods property has been

often acquired, and that what was unjuftly got it

muft be unjuft to keep, where is the harm in one

man's taking the property of another from him }

Befides, Sir, when we confider the bad ufe that

many people make of their property, and how
much better ufe the thief may make of it, it may
be defended as a very allowable practice. Yet,

Sir, the experience of mankind has difcovered fteal-

ing to be fo very bad a thing, that they make no

fcruple to hang a man for it. When I was run-

ning about this town a very poor fellow, I was a

great argucr for the advantages of poverty \ but I

D d 3 wasj
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was, at the fame time, very forry to be poor. Sir,

all the arguments which are brought to reprefent

poverty as no evil, Ihew it to be evidently a great

evil. You never find people labouring to con-

vince you that you may live very happily upon a

plentiful fortune.—So you hear people talking how
miferable a King muft be ; and yet they all wifh

to be in his place."

It was fuggefhed that Kings muft be unhappy,

becaufe they are deprived of the great^H of all fatis-

fadtions, eafy and unreferved fociety. Johnson.
*' That is an ill-founded notion. Being a King

does not exclude a man from fuch fociety. Great

Kings have always been fecial. The King of

Pruffia, the only great king at prefent, is very

fociaL Charles the Second, the laft King of

England who was a man of parts, was focial ^ and

our Henrys and Edwards were all focial."

Mr. Dempfter having endeavoured to maintain

that intrinfick merit ought to make the only diftinc-

tion amongft mankind. Johnson. " Why, Sir,

mankind have found that this cannot be. How
fnall we determine the proportion of intrinfick me-

rit ? Were that to be the only diftindlion amongft

mankind, we ftiould foon quarrel about the de-

grees of it. W^ere all diftindions aboliftied, the

ftrongeft would not long acquiei'ce, but would en-

deavour to obtain a fuperiority by their bodily

ftrength. But, Sir, as fubordinatlon is very necef-

fary for fociety, and contentions for fuperiority

very dangerous, mankind, that is to fay all civilifed

nations, have fettled it upon a plain invariable

principle. A man is born to hereditary rank ; or

his
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is being appointed to certain offices, gires him a

certain rank. Subordination tends greatly to hu-

man happinefs. Were we all upon an equality, we

iliould have no other enjoyment than mere animal

plea lure.**

I faid, I confidered di{lin(51:ion of rank to be of

i ) much importance in civilifed fociety, that if I

v.ere afked on the fame day to dine with the firft

duke in England, and with the firft man in Bri-

tain for genius, I fhould hcfitate which to prefer.

Johnson. " To be fure, Sir, if you were to dine

only once, and it were never to be known where

you dined, you would choofe rather to dine with

the firft man for genius ; but to gain moft refpc6V,

you ftiould dine with the firft duke in England.

For nine people in ten that you meet with, would

have a higher opinion of you for having dined with

a duke; and the great genius himfelf would re-

ceive you better, becaufe you had been with the

great duke."

He took care to guard himfelf againft any pof-

fible fufpicion that his fettled principles of reve-

rence for rank and refpeft for wealth were at all ow-

ing to mean or interefted motives ; for he afferted

his own independence as a literary man. " No
man (faid he) who ever lived by literature, has

lived more independently than I have done." He
faid he had taken longer time than he needed to

have done in compofing his Di6tionary. He re-

ceived our compliments upon that great v^ork

with conrjplacency, and told us that the Academy
^eila Crujca could fcarcely believe that it was done

by one man.

D d 4 Next
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Next morning I found him alone, and have

preferved the following fragments of his converfa^

tion. Of a gentleman who was mentioned, he

faid, " I have not met with any man for a long

time who has given me fuch general difpleafure.

He is totally unfixed in his principles, and wants

to puzzle other people." I faid, his principles

had been poifoned by a noted infidel writer, but

that he was, nevcrthelefs, a benevolent good man.

Johnson. ^^ We can have no dependance upon

that inftin6Vive, that conftitutional goodnefs which

is not founded upon principle. I grant you that

fuch a man may be a very amiable member of

fociety. I can conceive him placed in fuch a

fituation that he is not much tempted to deviate

from what is right ^ and as every man prefers vir-

tue, when there is not fome ftrong incitement to

tranfgrefs its precepts, I can conceive him doing

nothing wrong. But if fuch a man ftood in need

of money, 1 ftiould not like to truft him ; and I

ihould certainly not truft him with young ladies^

for there there is always temptation. Hume, and

other fceptical innovators, are vain men, and will

gratify themfelves at any expence. Truth will not

afford fuflicient food to their vanity ; fo they have

betaken themfelves to errour. Truth, Sir, is a

cow which will yield fuch people no more milk,

^nd fo they are gone to milk the bull. If 1 could

have allowed mylelf to gratify my vanity at the ex-

pence of truth, what fame might I have acquired,

Every thing which Hume ha^ advanced againft

Chriftianity had pafTed through my mind long be-

fore he wrote, Always remember this, that after

afyftenri
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ft fyftem is well fettled upon pofitive evidence, a

few partial obje^lions ou^^ht not to fhake it. The
human mind is fo limited, that ii cannot take in all

the parts of a fubj^fb, fo that there may be ob-

je(5l:ions railed againft any thing. There are ob-

je(5lion5 againft a^/^;?^w, ?nd objedlions againft a

vacuum-, yet one of them muft certainly be

true."

I mentioned Hume's argument againft the be*

lief of n.iracles, that it is more probable that the

witnefies to the truth of them are miftaken, or

fpeak falfely, than that the miracles Ihould be true,

Johnson. •^ Why, Sir, the great difficulty of prov-

ing miracles ftiould make us very cautious in be-

lieving them. But let us confider ; although God
has made Nature to operate by certain fixed laws,

yet it is not unreafonable to think that he may fuf-

pend thofe laws, in order to eftabiifh a fyftem

highly advantageous to mankind. Now the

Chriftian religion is a moft beneficial fyftem, as it

gives us light and certainty where we were before

in darknefs and doubt. The miracles which prove

it are attefted by men who had no intereft in de-

ceiving us ; but who, on the contrary, were toki

that they ftiould fuffer perfecution, and did aftually

lay down their lives in confirmation of the truth

of the fadls which they afferted. Indeed, for fome

centuries the heathens did not pretend to deny the

miracles -, but faid they were performed by the aid

pf evil fpirits. This is a circumftance of great

weight. Then, Sir, when wc take the proofs

derived from prophecies which have been fo ex-

fidly fulfilled, wc have moft fatibfaitory evidence,

Suj^pofing
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Suppofing a miracle poflTible, as to which, in iviy

opinion, there can be no doubt, we have as ftrong

evidence for the niiracles in fupport of Chriftianity,

as the nature of the thing admits.'*

At night, Mr. Johnfon and I fupped in a pri-

vate room at the Turk's Head coffee-houfc, in

the Strand. "I encourage this houfe (faid he ;)

for the miftrefs of it is a good civil woman, and

has not much bufinefs."

" Sir, I love the acquaintance of young people;

becaufe, in the firft place, I don't like to think

myfelf growing old. In the next place, young

acquaintances mud lad longed, if they do lad;

and then. Sir, young men have miOre virtue than

old men ; they have more generous fentiments in

every refpedt. I love the young dogs of this age :

they have more wit and humour and knowledge of

life than we had -, but then the dogs are not fo

good fcholars. Sir, in my early years I read very

hard. It is a fad refledion, but a true one, that

I knew almod as much at eighteen as I dp now.

My judgement, to be fure, was not fo good s but,

I had all the fads. I remember very well, when

I was at Oxford, an old gentleman faid to me,
* Young man, ply your book diligently now, and

acquire a dock of knowledge ; for when years

come upon you, you will find that poring upon

books v/ill be but an irkfome tafk."

This account of his reading, given by himfelf

in plain words, furlicicntly confirms what I have

already advanced upon the difputed quedion as to

his application, it reconciles any feeming incon-

fidcncy in liis way of talking upon it at dif^-erent

times i
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times; and fhews that idlenefs and reading hard ,^63.

were with him relative terms, the import of which, ' '
*

as ufed by him, muft be gathered from a compa- ^^^' ^*'

rifon with what fcholars of different degrees of ar-

dour and affiduity have been known to do. And
let it be remembered, that he was now talking

Ipontaneon fly, and exprefTing his genuine fenti-

ments ; whereas at other times he might be induced

from his fpirit of contradidcion, or more properly

from his love of argumentative conteft, to fpeak

lightly of his own application to ftudy. It is pleaf-

ing to confider that the old gentleman's gloomy

prophecy as to the irkfomenefs of books to men
of an advanced age, which is too often fulfilled,

was fo far from being verified in Johnfon, that his

ardour for literature never failed, and his lafl wri-

tings had more eafc and vivacity than any of his

earlier productions.

He mentioned to me now, for the firft time,

that he had been diftrefl by melancholy, and for

that reafon had been obliged to fly from (ludy and

meditation, to the diffipating variety of life.

Againft melancholy he recommended conftant oc-

cupation of mind, a great deal of exercife, mode-

ration in eating and drinking, and efpecially to

(hun drinking at night. He faid melancholy peo-

ple were apt to fly to intemperance for relief, but

that it funk them much deeper in mifery. He
obferved, that labouring men who work hard, and

Jive fparingly, arc fcldom or never troubled with

low fpirits.

He again infifted on the duty of maintaining

fubordination of rank. " Sir, I would no more

deprive
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deprive a nobleman of his refpe^l, than of his

|

money. I confider myfelf as adling a part in the

great fyflem of fociety, and I do to others as I

would have them to do to me. I would behave

to a nobleman as I Ihould expert he would behave

to me, were I a nobleman and he Sam. Johnfon.

Sir, there is one Mrs. Macaulay^ in this town, a

great republican. One day when I was at her

houfe, I put on a very grave countenance, and

faid to her, ' Madam, I am now become a con-

vert to your way of thinking. I am convinced that

all mankind are upon an equal footing ; and to

give you an unqueftionable proof, Madam, that

I am in earneft, here is a very fenfible, civil, welU

behaved fellow-citizen, your footman ; I defire

that he may be allowed to fit down and dine with

lis/ I thus. Sir, fhewed her the abfurdity of the

levelling doftrine. She has never liked me fince.

Sir, your levellers wifli to level dozvn as far as them-

felves j but they cannot bear levelling up to them-

felves. They would all have fome people under

them; why not then have fome people above

them ?" I mentioned a certain authour who dif-

gufted me by his forwardnefs, and by Ihewing no

deference to noblemen into whofe company he was

admitted. Johnson. " Suppofe a fhoemaker

Ihould claim an equality with him, as he does with

a Lord ; how would he flare. ^ Why, Sir, do

you flare ? (fays the fhoemaker,) 1 do great fer-

vice to fociety. 'Tis true, I am paid for doing

5 This one Mrs. Macaulay was the Tame perfonage who after-

wards made herfclf fo much known as ** the celebrated female

biftcrian."
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ft ; but Co are you, Sir : and I am ferry to fay

it, better paid than I ann, for doing fomething ^^^^ ^7.

not fo neceffary. For mankind could do better

without your books, than without my (hoes/

Thus, Sir, there would be a perpetual flruggle

for precedence, were there no fixed invariable

rules for the diflindion of rank, which creates no

jealoufy, as it is allowed to be accidental.*'

He faid. Dr. Jofcph Warton was a very agree-

able man, and his " EfTay on the Gt.-^ius and

Writings of Pope," a very pleafing book. I

wondered that he delayed fo long to give us the

continuation of it. Johnson. " Why, Sir, I

fuppofe he finds himfelf a little difappointed, in

not having been able to perfuade the world to be

of his opinion as to Pope."

We have now been favoured with the conclud-

ing volume, in which, to ufe a parliamentary ex-

prelTion, he has explained^ fo as not to appear

quite fo adverfe to the opinion of the world con-

cerning Pope, as was at firft thought; and we

mud all agree, that his work is a moft valuable

acceflion to Englifh literature.

A writer of deferved eminence being mentioned,

Johnfon faid, " Why, Sir, he is a man of good

parts, but being originally poor, he has got a love

of mean company and low jocularity ; a very bad

thing. Sir. To laugh is good, as to talk is good.

But you ought no more to think it enough if you

laugh, than you arc to think it enough if you talk.

You may laugh in as many ways as you talk ; and

furely every v/siy of talking that is pradtifcd cannot

be eftccmcd."

I fpokc
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»765« I fpoke of Sir James Macdonald as a young man

of mofl diftinguifhed merit, who united the higheft

reputation at Eton and Oxford, with the patri-

archal fpirit of a great Highland Chieftain. I

mentioned that Sir James had faid to me, that he

had never feen Mr. Johnfon, but he had a great

refped for him, though at the fame time it was

mixed with fome degree of tcrrour. Johnson.
*^ Sir, if he were to be acquainted \yith me, it

might leiTen both."

The mention of this gentleman led us to talk

of the Weflern Iflands of Scotland, to vifit which

he exprefled a wifh that then appeared to me a

very romantick fancy, which I little thought would

be afterv/ards realifed. He told me, that his fa-

ther had put Martin's account of thofe iflands into

his hands when he was vei*y young, and that he

was highly pleafcd with it ; that he was particularly

flruck with the St. Kilda man's notion that the

high church of Glafgow had been hollowed out of

a rock ; a circumflance to which old Mr. Johnfon

had directed his attention. He faid, he would

go to the Hebrides with me, when I returned from

my travels, unlefs fome very good companion

fhould offer when I was abfent, which he did not

think probable ; adding, ^' There are few people

to whom I take fo much to as you." And when

I talked of my leaving England, he faid with a

very affedionate air, " My dear Bofwell, I fhould

be very unhappy at parting, did I think we were

not to meet again."—I cannot too often remind

my readers, that although fuch inftances of his

kindnefs are doubtlefs very flattering to me, yet

I hope
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I hope my recording them will be afcribed to a ^7 ^3*
^

better motive than to vanity ; for they afford un- ^^^t. 54.

queflionable evidence of his tendernefs and com-

placency, which fome, while they were forced to

acknowledge his great powers, have been fo ftrenu-

ous to deny.

He maintained, that a boy at fchool was the

happieftof human beings. I fupported a different

opinion, from which I have never yet varied, that

a man is happier ; and I enlarged upon the anxiety

and fufferings which .are endured at fchool.

Johnson. <'Ah! Sir, a boy's being flogged is not

fo fevere as a man's having the hifs of the world

asrainfl: him. Men have a folicitudc about fame ;

and the greater fliare they have of ir, the more

afraid they are of lofing it." I filently afl<ed my-
felf, " Is it pofTible that the great Samuel Johnson

really entertains any fuch apprchenfion, and is not

confident that his exalted fame is eftabliflied upoa

a foundation never to be fhakcn ?"

He this evening drank a bumper to Sir David

Dairym pie, " as a man of worth, a fcholar, and a

wit."— ** 1 have (faid he) never heard of him ex-

cept from you; but let him know my opinion of

him : for as he does not fliew himfelf much in

the world, he fhould have the praife of the few

who hear of him."

On Tuefday, July 26, I found Mr. Johnfoa

alone. It was a very wet day, and I again com-

plained of the difagrceable effefts of fuch weather.

Johnson. " Sir, this is all imagination, which

phyficians encourage ; for man lives in air, as a

fifh lives in water i fo that if the atmoQiIicre prefs

6 heavy
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heavy from above^ there is an equal refiftance frotn^

below. To be fure, bad weather is hard uponi

people who are obliged to be abroad -, and men
cannot labour fo well in the open air in bad wea-

ther, as in good : but, Sir, a fmith or a taylor^

whole work is within doors, will furely do as much!

in rainy weather as in fair. Some very delicate

frames, indeed, may be afFeded by wet weather

;

but not common conftitutions."

We talked of the education of children; and I

afked him what he thought was beft to teach them
fii-ft. Johnson. *' Sir, it is no matter what you

teach them firft, any more than what leg you

fhall put into your breeches firft. Sir, you may
.ftand difputing which is beft to put in firft, but in

the mean time your breech is bare. Sir, while

you are confidering which of two things you fhould

teach your child firft, another boy has learnt them

both."

On Thurfday, July a8, we again fupped in

private at the Turk's Head cofFee-houfe. John-

son. " Swift has a higher reputation than he de-

ferves. His excellence is ftrong fenfe; for, his

humour, though very well, is not remarkably good.

I doubt whether the * Tale of a Tub' be his; for

he never owned it, and it is much above his ufual

manner ^"

" Thomfon, I think, had as much of the poet

about him as moft writers. Every thing appeared

to him through the medium of his favourite purfuit*

* This opinion was given by him more at large at a fubfc-

quent period. See " Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides/' 3d

edit. p. 3Z«

He
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He could not have viewed thofe two candles burn- ^1^3'

ing but with a p6etical eye."
^tatTTl!

" Has not a great deal of wit. Sir ?"

Johnson. " I do not think fo, Sir. He is, in-

deed, continually attempting wit, but he fails.

And I have no more plcafure in hearing a man
attempting wit and failing, than in feeing a man
trying to leap over a ditch and tumbling into it.'*

He laughed heartily, when I mentioned to him
a faying of his concerning Mr. Thomas Sheridan,

which Foote took a wicked plcafure to circulate.

" Why, Sir, Sherry is dull, naturally dull ; but

it mud have taken him a great deal of pains to be-

come what we now fee him. Such an excefs of

ftupidity. Sir, is not in Nature."—" So (faid he,)

1 allowed him all his own merit."

He now added, " Sheridan cannot bear me.

I bring his declamation to a point. I afk him a

plain queftion, ' What do you mean to teach V

Befides, Sir, what influence can Mr. Sheridan have

upon the language of this great country, by his

narrow exertions. Sir, it is burning a farthing

candle at Dover, to fhew light at Calais."

Talking of a young man who was uneafy from

thinking that he was very deficient in learning and

knowledge, he faid, " A man has no reafon to

complain who holds a middle place, and has many

below him ; and perhaps he has not fix of his years

above him •,—perhaps not one. Though he may

not know any thing perfedly, the general mafs of

knowledge that he has acquired is confidcrable.

Time will do for him all that is wanting."

V oL.I. E c The
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The converfation then took a philofophical turn.

Johnson. " Human experience, which is con-

liantly contradiding theory, is the great teft of

truth. A fyftem, built upon the difcoveries of a

great many minds, is always of more ftrength,

than what is produced by the mere workings of

any one mind, which, of itfelf, can do little.

There is not fo poor a book in the world that

would not be a. prodigious effort were it wrought

out entirely by a fmgle mind, without the aid of

prior invcftigators. The French writers are fuper-

ficial, becaufe they are not fcholars, and fo pro-

ceed upon the mere power of their own minds -,

and we fee how very little power they have."

" As to the Chriftian religion. Sir, befides the

ftrong evidence which we have for it, there is a

balance in its favour from the number of great

men who have been convinced of its truth, after

a ferious confideration of the queftion. Grotius

was an acute man, a lawyer, a man accuftomed to

examine evidence, and he was convinced. Gro-

tius was not a reclufe, but a man of the world,,

who certainly had no bias to the fide of religion.

Sir Ifaac Newton fet out an infidel, and came to

be a very firm believer."

He this evening again recommended to me to

perambulate Spain \ I faid it would amufe him

to get a letter from me dated at Salamancha.

7 1 fully intended to have followed advice of fuch weight

;

but having ftaid much longer both in Germany and Italy thaa

I propofcd to do, and having alfo vifited Corfica, I found that

I had exceeded the time allowed me by my father, and haftened

to France in my way homewards,

Johnson.
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Johnson. " I love the Univerfity of Salamancha

;

for when the Spaniards were in doubt as to the law-

fulnefs of their conquering America, the Univer-

fity of Salamancha gave it as their opinion that it

was not lawful." He fpoke this with great emo-
tion, and with that generous warmth which dic-

tated the lines in his " London/' againft Spanifh

encroachment.

I exprefled my opinion of my friend Derrick

as but a poor writer. Johnson. " To be fure.

Sir, he is i but you are to confider that his being

a literary man has got for him all that he has. It

has made him King of Bath. Sir, he has nothing

to fay for himfelf but that he is a writer. Had he

not been a writer, he muft have been fweeping the

croflings in the ftreets, and afking halfpence from

every body that pad."

In juftice, however, to the memory of Mr.
Derrick, who was my firft tutor in the ways of

London, and (hewed me the town in all its variety

of departments, both literary and fporiive, the

particulars of which Dr. Johnfon advifed me to

put in writing, it is proper to mention w^hat

Johnfon, at a fubfcquent period, faid of him both

as a writer and an editor: "Sir, I have often

faid, that if Derrick's letters had been written by
one of a more cftablifhed name, they would have

been thought very pretty letters ^" And, " I fent

Derrick to Dryden's relations to gather materials

for his life ; and I believe he got all that I myfelf

Ihould have got'."

• Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 104.

• ibid. p. 142.

E e 2 Poor
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Poor Derrick ! I remember him with kindnefs.

Yet I cannot with-hold from my readers a pleafant

humourous fally which could not have hurt him
had he been alive, and now is perfedlly harmlefs.

In his colledion of poems, there is one upon en-

tering the harbour of Dublin, his native city, after

a long abfence. It begins thus

:

" Eblana ! much lov'd city, hail I

« Where firft I faw the light of day.'*

And after a folemn refledlion on his being
*^ numbered with forgotten dead," there is the fol-

lowing ftanza

:

'^ Unlefs my lines protra6l my fame,

" And thofe, who chance to read them, cry,

" I knew him ! Derrick was his name,
" In yonder tomb his afties lie."

Which was thus happily parodied by Mr. John
Home, to whom we owe the beautiful and pathe-*

tick tragedy of " Douglas
:"

'^ Unlefs my deeds protradl my famc>

" And he who fajfes Jadly ftngSy

'^ I knew him ! Derrick was his name,
*^ 0;^ yonder tree his carcofefwings ^

I doubt much whether the amiable and ingeniblis

authour of thefe burlefque lines will recoiled them,

for they were produced extempore one evening

while he and I were walking together in the dining-

room
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room at Eglintoune caftle, in 1760, and I have 1763*

never mennoned them to him fmce. ^ 7 ^

Johnfon faid once to me, " Sir, I honour Der-

rick for his prefence of mind. One night, when

Floyd', another poor authour, was wandering

about the (Ireets in the night, he found Derrick

fafl: afleep upon a bulk ; upon being fuddenly

waked. Derrick ftarted up, ' My dear Floyd, I

am forry to fee you in this deftitute flate^ will you

go home with me to my lodgings .^"

I again begged his advice as to my method of

ftudy at Utrecht. " Come, (faid lie) let us make
a day of it. Let us go down to Greenwich and

dine, and talk of it there." The following Satur-

day was fixed for this excurfion.

As we walked along the Strand to-night, arm

in arm, a woman of the town accofted us, in the

ufual enticing manner. " No, no, my girl, (faid

Johnfon) it won't do." He, however, did not

treat her with harfhnefs, and we talked of the

wretched life of fuch women ; and agreed, that

much more mifery than happinefs, upon the whole,

is produced by illicit commerce between the

' xes.

On Saturday, July 30, Dr. Johnfon and I took

a fculler at the 1 emple-ftairs, and fet out for

Greenwich. 1 afked him if he really thought a

' riowlcdge of the Greek and Latin languages an

Ifcntial requifite to a good education. Johnson.
'' Mod certainly, Sir ; for thofe who know them

have a very great advantage over thofe who do

* He puhlifhcd a biographical work, containing an account

^ r eminent writers, in three vols. 8vo.

E c 3 not



THE LIFE OF
not. Nay, Sir, it is wonderful what a difference

learning makes upon people even in the common
intercoiirfe of life, which does not appear to be

much connedted with it." " And yet, (faid I)

people go through the world very well, and

carry on the bufinefs of life to good advantage,

without learning." Johnson. " Why, Sir, that

may be true in cafes where learning cannot poflibly

be of any ufe ; for inftance, this boy rows us as well

without learning, as if he could fing the fong of

Orpheus tor the Argonauts, who were the firft

failors." He then called to the boy, " What
would you give, my lad, to know about the Ar-

gonauts ?" ^^ Sir, (faid the boy,) I would give

what I have." Johnfon was much pleafed with

his anfwer, and we gave him a double fare. D r.

Johnfon then turning to me, " Sir, (faid he) a

defire of knowledge is the natural feeling of man-
kind 3 and every human being, whofe mind is not

debauched, will be willing to give all that he has

to get knowledge."

We landed at the Old Swan, and walked to

Billingfgate, where we took oars, and moved
fmoothly along the filver Thames. It was a very

fine day. We were entertained with the immenfe

number and variety of fhips that were lying at

anchor, and with the beautiful country on each

fide of the river.

I talked of preaching, and of the great fuccefs

which thofe called Methodifts * have. Johnson.
'' Sir,

* All who are acquainted with the hiflory of Religion, (the

fltjoft important, furely, that concerns the human mind,) know

that



Dr. JOHNSON.
^ Sir, it is owing to their exprefling themfelves in

a plain and familiar manner, which is the only

way to do good to the common people, and which

clergymen of genius and learning ought to do from

that the appellation of Muhodijis was firft given to a fociety of

ftudents in the Univerfity of Oxford, who about the year 1730,

were diftingoifhed by an earned and methodical attention to de-

vout exercifes. This difpofition of mind is not a novelty, or

peculiar to any feft, but has been, and ftill may be found, in many
Chriftians of every denomination. Johnfon himfelf was, in a

dignified manner, a Methodift. In his Rambler, No. no,
lie mentions with refpeft " the whole difcipline of regulated

piety ;" and in his ** Prayers and Meditations," many inftances

occur of his anxious examination into his fpiritual ftate. That

this religious eameftnefs, and in particular an obfervation of the

influence of the Holy Spirit, has fometimes degenerated into folly,

and fometimes been counterfeited for bafe purpofes, cannot be

denied. But it is not, therefore, fair to decry it when genuiac.

The principal argument in reafonand good fcnfe againft method-

ifra is, that it tends to debafe human nature, and prevent the

generous exertions of goodnefs, by an unworthy fuppofition that

God will pay no regard to them ; although it is pofitively faid

in the fcriptures that he *' will reward every man according to his

works." But I am happy to have it my power to do juftice to

thofe whom it is the faftiion to ridicule, without any knowledge

of their tenets ; and this-Ican do by quoting a paflagc from one

of their heft apologifts, Mr. Milner, who thus exprefTes their

do^rinc upon this fubjeft. " Juftified by faith, renewed in his

faculties, and conftrained by ihe love of Clirift, their believer

moves in the fphereof love and gratitude, and all his duties flow

more or lefs from this principle. And though they are accu-

mulating for hint in hea'vtn a treajure of blijs proportioned to

hit fait hfulnefs and aSii'vityy and it is by no means ineonfjient

nvith hit principles to feel the force of this confideraiion, yet

love itfclf fwcctens every duty to his mind; and he thinks there

is no abfurdity in his feeling the love of God as the grand com-

nanding principle of his life." EJfays omffveral religious Sub-

jeas, Ciff. by Jofepb Milner, A. M. Majler of the Grammar

Sihc^l of Kjng/ion upon-llulU I789, p* II.

/ t c 4 a principle
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a principle of duty, when it is fuited to their con-

gregations; a pra6lice, for which they will be

praifed by men of fenfe. To infift againfl drunk-

cnnefs as a crime, becaufe it debafes Reafon, the

noblefl faculty of man, would be of no fervice to

the common people : but to tell them that they

may die in a fit of drunkennefs, and fhew them

how dreadful diat would be, cannot fail to make

a deep impiefiion. Sir, when your Scotch clergy

give up their homely manner, religion will foon

decay in that country." Let this obfervation, as

Johnfon meant it, be ever remembered.

I was much pleafed to find myfelf with Johnfon

at Greenwich, which he celebrates in his " Lon-

don" as a favourite fcene. I had the poem in

my pocket, and read the lines algud with enthu-

fiafm

:

'^ On Thames*s banks in filent thought we ftood,

" Where Greenwich fmiles upon the filver flood :

** Pleas'd v^ith the feat which gave Eliza birth,

" We kneel, and kifs the confecrated earth."

He remarked that the flrudlure of Greenwich

hofpital was too magnificent for a place of charity,

and that its parts were too much detached to make
one great whole.

Buchanan, he fald, was a very fine poet; and

obferved, that he was the firfb v/ho complimented

a lady, by afcribing to her the different perfedions

of the heathen goddeiles; but that Johnfton im-

proved upon this, by making his lady, at the fame

time, free from their defedls.

4f He
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He dwelt upon Buchanan's elegant verfes to

Mary Queen of Scots, Nyinpha Caledonia^ &c,

and fpoke with enthufiafm of the beauty of Latin

verfe. " All the nnodern languages (faid he) can-

not furnilh fo nnelodious a line as

" Formofam refonare dcces Amarilltdafihasy

Afterwards he entered upon the bufinefs of the

day, which was to give me his advice as toacourfc

of (ludy. And here I anri to mention with muck
regret, that my record of what he faid is miferably

fcanty. I recollect with admiration an animating

blaze of eloquence, which rouzed every intelle(5luai

power in me to the highefl pitch, but muft have

dazzled me fo much, that my memory could not

preferve the fubftance of his difcourfe -, for the

note which 1 find of it is no more than this:

—

*' He ran over the grand fcale of human know-

ledge ; advifed me to fele6l: fome particular branch

to excel in, but to acquire a little of every kind/*

The dcfecfl of my minutes will be fully fupplied

by a long letter upon the fubjedt which he favoured

me with, after 1 had been fome time at Utrecht,

and which my readers will have thepleafure to pe-

rn fe in its proper place.

We walked in the evening in Greenwich Park.

He afkcd me, I fuppofe, by way of trying my
difpoficion, " Is not this very fine?" Having no

exquifite relifh of the beauties of Nature, and be-

ing more delighted with " the bufy hum of men/*

mfwercd, "Yes, Sirj but not equal to Flccc-

llicet." Johnson. " You arc right, Sir.**

I am aware that many of my readers may ccn-

fure my want of taftc. Let me, however, IheJter

myfelf
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myfelf under the authority of a very fafhionablc

Mtdt. cZ Baronet' in the brilliant world, who, on his atteit-j

tion being called to the fragrance'of a May evening
j

in the country, obferved, " This may be very
|

well ; but, for nay part, I prefer thefmellof a flam-

beau at the play-houfe."

We (laid fo long at Greenwich, that our fail up

the river, in our return to London, was by no means

fo pleafant as in the morning ; for the night air was

fo cold that it made me Ihiver. I was the more

fenfible of it from having fat up all the night before,

recolk6ling and writing in my journal what I

thought worthy of prefervation ; an exertion, which,

during the firft part of my acquaintance with

Johnfon, I frequently made. I rt^member having

fat up four nights in one week, without being

much incommoded in the day time.

Johnfon, whofe robuft frame was not in the

leaft affected by the cold, fcolded me, as if my
fliivering had been a paltry effeminacy, faying,

" Why do you fhiver?'* Sir William Scott, of

the Commons, told me, that when he complained

of a head-ach in the poil-chaife, as they were tra-

velling together to Scotland, Johnfon treated him
in the fame manner :

*' At your age. Sir, I had

no head-ach." It is not eafy to make allowance

for fenlations in others, which we ourfelves have

3 My friend Sir Michael Le Fleming. This gentleman

with all his experience of fprightly and elegant life, inherits, with

the beautiful family Domain, no inconfiderable (hare of that love

of literature, which diftinguifhed his venerable grandfather, the

Bifiiop of Carlille. He one day obferved to me, of Dr. Johnfon,

in a felicity of phrafe, " There is a blunt dignity about him on

every occafion/'

not
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not at the time. We muft all have experienced

/ very differently we are affected by the com-
ints of our neighbours, when we are well and

..en we are ill. In full health, we can fcarcely

believe that they fuffer much ; fo faint is the image of

pain upon our imagination; when foftened by fick-

nefs, we readily fympathize with the fufferings of

others.

We concluded the day at the Turk's Head
coffec-houfe very focially. He was pleafed to

liftcn to a particular account which I gave him of

my fan>ily, and of its hereditary eftate, as to the

extent and population of which he afked queftlons,

and made calculations ; recommending, at the fame

time, a liberal kindnefs to the tenantry, as people

over whom the proprietor was placed by Provi-

dence. He took delight in hearing my defcription

of the romantick feat of my anceftors. " I muft

be there, Sir, (faid he) and we will live in the old

caftle; and if there is not a room in it remaining,

we will build one." I was highly flattered, but

could fcarcely indulge a hope that Auchinleck

would indeed be honoured by his prefence, and

celebrated by a defcription, as it afterwards was,

in his " Journey to the Weftern Iflands."

After we had again talked of my fetting out for

Holland, he faid '* I muft fee thee out of England:

I will accompany you to Harwich." I could not

.find words to exprcfs what I felt upon this unexpected

1 very great mark of his affedionate regard.

Next day, Sunday, July 31, I told him I had

been that morning at a meeting of the people called

Quakers, where 1 had heard a woman preach.

Johnson*
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1763. Johnson. "Sir, a woman's preaching is like a

* "^^ dog's walking on his hinder legs. It is not done
^f- 14' well ; but you are furprized to find it done at all.'*

On Tuefday, Auguft 2, (the day of my de-

parture from London having been fixed for the

5th,) Dr. Johnfon did me the honour to pafs a part

of the morning with me at my Chambers. He
faid, that " he always felt an inclination to do no-
thing." 1 obferved, that it was ftrange to think

that the moft indolent man in Britain had written

the moft laborious work. The English Dicti-
onary.

I mentioned an imprudent publication, by a

certain friend of his, at an early period of life, and
afked him if he thought it would hurt him. John-
son. " No, Sir; not much. It may, perhaps, be
mentioned at an election."

I had now made good my tide to be a privileged

man, and was carried by him in the evening to

drink tea with Mifs Williams, whom, though
under the misfortune of having loft her fight, I

found to be agreeable in converfation ; for flie had
a variety of literature, and exprefted herfelf well;

but her peculiar value was the indmacy in which
fhe had long lived with Johnfon, by which ftie

was well acquainted with his habits, and knew how
to lead him on to talk.

After tea he carried me to what he called his

walk, which was a long narrow paved court in the

neighbourhood, overftiadowed by fome trees.

There we fauntered a confiderable time; and I

complained to him that my love of London and
of his company was fuch, that I ftirunk alrnoft

from the thought oif going away even to travel,

which '
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ich is generally fo much defired by young men. 1763.

1 le roufed me by manly and fpirited converfation, '^ ' ^
He advifed me, when fettled in any place abroad,

ro fludy with an eagernefs after knowledge, and to

ply to Greek an hour every day ; and when I

was moving about, to read diligently the great book

of mankind.

On Wednefday, Auguil 3, we had our laft fecial

evening at the Turk's Head coffee-houfe, before

my fettingout for foreign parts. I had the misfor-

tune, before we parted, to irritate him uninten-

tionally. I mentioned to him how common it was

in the world to tell abfurd flories of him, and to

afcribe to him very fbrange fayings. Johnson.
" What do they make me fay. Sir ^" Boswell.
^' Why, Sir, as an inftance very ftrange indeed,

(laughing heartily as I fpoke,) David Hume told

me, you laid that you would ftand before a bat-

tery of cannon, to rcftore the Convocation to its

full powers."—Little did I apprehend that he had

adually faid this3 but I was-foon convinced of my
crrour; for, with a determined look, he thundered

out, " And would I not. Sir? Shall the Preiby-

tcrian Kirk of Scodand have its General AlTembly,

and the Church of England be denied its Convo-

cation ?" He was walking up and down the room

while I told him the anecdote ; but when he ut-

tered this explofion of high-church zeal, he had

come clofc to my chair, and his eyes flalhed witU

indignation. I bowed to the ftorm, and diverted

the force of it, by leading him to expatiate on

the influence which religion derived from main-

taining the church with great external refpe(5lability.

I mull
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I muft not omit to mention that he this yeaf

^^C^^ wrote " The Life of Afcham^f" and the Dedi-
cation to the Earl of Shaftefbury.f prefixed to the

edition of that writer's Englifh works^ publifhed

by Mr. Bennet.

On Friday, Augufl 5^ we kt out early in the

morning in the Harwich flage coach. A fat el-

derly gentlewoman, and a young Dutchman,
fcemed the moft inclined among us to converfa-

tion. At the inn where we dined, the gentle-

woman faid that ihe had done her beft to educate
her children ; and, particularly, that fhe had ne-
ver fufFered them to be a moment idle. John-
son. " I wifh, Madam, you would educate me too ;

for I have been an idle fellow all my life.*' «^ f

am fure. Sir, (faid fhe) you have not been idle.**

Johnson. "Nay, Madam, it is very true; and
that gentleman there (pointing to me,) has been
idle. Fie was idle at Edinburgh. His father fent

him to Glafgow, where he continued to be idle.

He then came to London^ where he has been
very idle ; and now he is going to Utrecht, where
he will be as idle as ever." I afked him privately

how he could expofe me fo. Johnson, " Poh,
poh! (faid he) they knew nothing about you,
and will think of it no more." In the afternoon the
gentlewoman talked violently againft the Roman
Catholicks, and of the horrours of the Inquifition.

To the utter aftonifhment of all the pafTengers but
myfelf, who knew that he could talk upon any fide

of a queftion, he defended the Inquifition, and
maintained, that " falfe dodrine Ihould be checked
on its firil appearance

i that the eivrl power (hould

5 unite
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unite with the church in punifhing thofe who dared '7^3-

to attack the eftablifhed religion, and that fuch ^^t. 54.

only were punifhed by the Inquifition." He had

in his pocket " Pomponius Mela defitu Orbis^'' in

which he read occafionaliy, and feenaed very intent

upon ancient geography. Though by no means

niggardly, his attention to what was generally

right was fo minute, that having obferved at one

of the flages that I oftentatiouily gave a fhilling

to the coachman, when the cuftom was for each

paflenger to give only fix-pence, he took me afide

and'fcolded me, faying that what Lhad done would

make the coachman diffatisfied with all the reft of

the palTengers, who gave him no more than his due.

This was a juft reprimand; for in whatever way

a man may indulge his generofity or his vanity in

fpending his money, for the fake of others he ought

not to raife the price of any article for which there

is a conftant demand.

He talked of Mr. Blackbck's poetry, fo far as

it was defcriptive of vifible objects ; and obferved,

that " as its authour had the misfortune to be

blind, we may be abfolutely fure that fuch paffages

are combinations of what he has remembered of

the works of other writers who could fee. That

foolifh fellow, Spence, has laboured to explain

philofophically how Blacklock may have done, by

means of his own faculties, what it is impoflible he

(hould do. The folution, as I have given it, is

plain. Suppofe, I know a man to be fo lame

that he is abfolutely incapable to move himfelf, and

I find him in a different room from that in which

I left him ; fliall I puzzle myfclf w ith idle conjec-

tures.
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je^tures, that, perhaps, his nerves have by fomc

unknown change all at once become efFe6tive ?

No, Sir i it is clear how he got into a different

room : he was carried.'^

Having flopped a night at Colchefter, Johnfon

talked of that town with veneration, for having

Itood a fiege for Charles the Firft. The Dutch-

man alone now remained with us. He fpoke

Englifh tolerably well; and thinking to recom-

mend himfelf to us by expatiating on the fuperio-

rity of the criminal jurifprudence of this country

over that of Hx:)lland, he inveighed againft the

barbarity of putting an accufed perfon to the tor-

ture, in order to force a confelTion. But Johnfon

was as ready for this, as for the Inquifition. '< Why,
Sir, you do not, I find, underfland the law of

your own country. The torture in Holland is

confidered as a favour to an accufed perfon ; for

no man is put to the torture there, unlefs there is

as much evidence againfl him as would amount to

convidlion in England. An accufed perfon among
you, therefore, has one chance more to efcape

punifhm.ent, than thofe who are tried among us."

At fupper this night he talked of good eating

With uncommon fatisfadlion. " Some people (faid

he,) have a foolifh way of not minding, or pre-

tending not to mind, what they eat. For my
part, I mind my belly very ftudioufly, and very

carefully ; for I look upon it, that he who does

not mind his belly will hardly mind any thing elfe."

He now appeared to me Jean Bull fhilojofhe^ and

he was, for the moment, not only ferious but ve-

hement. Ifec I have heard him, upon other

occafions,
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occafions, talk with great contempt of people who 1763.

were anxious to gratify their palates ; and the 206th ^^taTTl.'

number of his Rambler is a mafterly efTay againft

gulofity. His practice, indeed, I muft acknow-

ledge, may be confidered as calling the balance of

his different opinions upon this fubje6l ; for I never

knew any man who relifhed good eating more than

he did. When at table, he was totally abforbcd

in the bufinefs of the moment j his looks feemed

rivetted to his plate ; nor would he, unlefs when

in very high company, fay one word, or evTn pay

the leaft attention to what was faid by others, till

he had fatisfied his appetite, which was fo fierce,

and indulged with fuch intenfenefs, that while in

thea6l of eating, the veins of his forehead fwelled,

and generally a (Irong perfpiration was vifible.

To thofe whofe fenfations were dehcate, this could

not but be difgufting; and it was doubtlefs not

very fuitable to the chara(5ler of a philofopher,

who (hould be diftinguiOied by fclf-commnnd.

But it mud be owned, that Johnfon, though he

could be rigidly ahftcmiouSy was not a temperate man

either in eating or drinking. He could refrain,

but he could not ufe moderately. He told me,

ic he had faded two days without inconvenience,

and that he had never been hungry but once. They
who beheld with wonder how much he eat upon

all occafions when his dinner was to his tade, could

not eafily conceive what he mud have meant by

hunger; and not only was he remarkable for the

fx"^
'

-'^'^-iry quantiry which he eat, but he was,

nr i to be, a man of very nice difcernmcnt

the fcicnce of cookery. He ufcd to dc(oant

Vol. I. If critically
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^76^ critically on the dlfhes which had been at table

Jtvdt. 5^. where he had dined or Tupped, and to recolledl

very ininiirely what he had liked. I remember,

Vfhen he was in Scotland, his praifing " Gordon's

falateSi' (a difh of palates at the Honourable

Alexander Gordon's) with a warmth of expreffion

which might have done honour to more important

fubjejfls. " As for Maclaurin's imitation of a made

dipj it was a wretched attempt." Fie about the

fanie time was lb much difplealed with the perform-

ances of a nobleman's French cook, that he ex-

claimed with vehemence, *' I'd throw fuch a raf-

cal into the river;" and he then proceeded to'

alarm a lady at v.^hofe houfe he was to fup, by the

following manifedo of his fl<:ill: *^ I, Madam,
who live at a variety of good tables, am a much
better judge of cookery, than any perfon who has

a very tolerable cook, but lives much at home

;

for his palate is gradually adapted to the tafte of

his cook; whereas. Madam, in trying by a wider

range, I can more exquifitely judge." When in-

vited to dine, even with an intimate friend, he

was not pleafed if fomething better than a plain

dinner was not prepared for him. I have heard

him fay on fuch an occafion, ^^ This was a good

dinner enough, to be fure ; but it was not a dinner to

a/k a man to." On the other hand, he was wont

to exprefs, with great glee, his fatisfadlion when
I he had been entertained quite to his mind. One

day when v/e had dined with his neighbour and

landlord in Bolt-court, Mr. Allen, the printer,

whofe old houfekeeper had fludied his tafte in

every thing, he pronounced this eulogy, ^^ Sir, -we

could
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could not have had a better dinner had there been n^3-

^ Synod of Cooks

r

^tat. 54-

While we were left by ourfelves, after the Dutch-

man had gone to bed, Dr. Johnfon talked of that

fludied behaviour which many have recomm.ended

and pra6lifed. He difapproved of it ; and faid^

*^ I never confidercd whether 1 fhould be a grave

man, or a merry man, but juft let inclination, for

the time, have its courfe.*'

He flattered me with fome hopes that he would,

in the courfe of the following fummer, come
over to Holland, and accompany me in a tour

through the Netherlands;

I teized him with fanciful apprelienfions of un-

happinefs. A m.oth having fluttered round tlie

candle, and burnt itfelf, he laid hold of this little

incident to admonifh me ; faying, with a fly look,

and in a folemn but quiet tone, " That creature

Was its ov;n tormentor, and I believe its name was
Boswell/'

Next day we got to Harwich to dinner ; and

my pafl^age in the packet-boat to Helvoetfluy^e-

ing fecured, and my baggage put on board, we
dined at our inn by ourfclves. I happened to fay

it would be terrible if he fliould not find a fpeedy

opportunity of returning to London, and be con-

fined to fo dull a place. Johnson. '* Don't, Sir,

accuftom yourfelf to ufe big words for little matters.

It would not be tsrriblcy though I were to be de-

tained fome time here.** The pra6lice ofufing words

ofdifproportionate magnitude, is, no doubt, too fre-

quent every where j but, I think, mod remarkable

among the French, of which, all who have travelled

F f 2 in



THE LIFE OF
in France muft have been (Iruck with innumerable

inftances.

We went and looked at the church, and having

gone into it and walked up to the altar, Johnfon,

v/hole piety was conftant and fervent, fent me to

my knees, laying, " Now that you are going to

leave your native country, recommend yourfelf to

the protection of your Creator and Redeemer."

After we came out of the church, we flood talk-

ing for fome time together of Bifiiop Berkeley's

ingenious fophiftry to prove the non-exiftence of

matter, and that every thing in the univerfe is

inercly ideal. I obferved, that though we are fatis-

Red his do6lrine is not true, it is impoflible to re-

fute it. I never fliall forget the alacrity with which

Johnfon anfwered, ilriking his foot with mighty

force againfl a large ftone, till he rebounded from

it, " I refute it thus.'" This was a ftout exem-

plification of the /r/? truths of Pere Bo/(ffier, or the

original principles of Reid and of Beattie; without

admitting which, we can no more argue in meta-

phyficks, than we can argue in mathematicks v/ith-

out axioms. To me it is not conceivable how
Berkeley can be anfwered by pure reafoning ^ but

I know that the nice and difficult taflc was to have

been undertaken by one of the moft luminous

minds of the prefent age, had not politicks *^ turned

him from calm philofophy afide." What an admi-

rable difplay of fubtilty, united with brilliance,

might his contending with Berkeley have afforded

us ! How miufl we, when we reflect on the iofs

of fuch an intelledlual feafl, regret that he fliould

be charadcrifed as the man,

« W^ho



Dr. JOHNSON. 4^1

" Who born for the univerfe narrowed his rnind, ' /^3-

" And to party gave up what was meant for man- ^tat. 54.

kind ?"

My revered friend walked down with me to

the beach, where we em.braced and parted v/ith

tendernefs, and engaged to correfpond by letters.

I faid, " I hope, Sir, ycu will not forget me in

my abfence." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, it is more

likely you fhouid forget me, than that I fhould

forget you." As the vefiel put out to fea, I kept

my eyes upon him for a confiderable time, while

he remained rolling his m.ajeftick frame in his

ufual manner J at lafl: I perceived him walk back

into the town, and he difappeared.

Utrecht fceming at firfl: very dull to me, after

the animated fcenes of London, my fpirics were

grievoufly affefted; and I wrote to Johnfon a

plaintive and defponding letter, to which he paid

no regard. Afterwards, when I had acquired a

firmer tone of mind, I wrote him a fecond letter,

exprefTing much anxiety to hear from him. At
length I received the following epiftle, which was

of important fervice to me, and, I truft, will be

fo to many others.

J Mr. Mr. Boswell, a la Cour de VEmpcreur^

Utrecht.

" Dear Sir,

" YOU arc not to think yourfelf forgotten, or

criminally ncgledled, that you have had yet no
letter from me. I love to fee my friends, to hear

f'oin them, to talk to them, and to talk of them ;

F f 3 but
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but it is not without a confiderable effort of refolu-

tion that I prevail upon nnyfelf to write. I would

not, however, gratify my own indolence by the

ornifTion of any important duty, or any office of

real kindncls.

" To tell you that I am or am not well, that I

have or have not been in the country, that I drank

your health in the room in which we fat lad toge-

ther, and that your acquaintance continue to fpeak

of you with their former kindnefs, topicks with

which thofe letters are commonly filled which are

written only for the fake of writing, I feldom. fliall

think worth communicating j but if I can have it

in my power to calm any harrafTing difquiet, to

excite any virtuous defire, to redlify any important

opinion, or fortify any generous refolution, you

need not doubt but I fliall atleail witli to prefer the

pleafure of gratifying a friend much lefs efteemed

than yourfelf, before the gloomy calm of idle

vacancy. Whether I fhali eafily arrive at an exa(5l

pundluaiity of correfpondence, I cannot tell. I

fhall, at prefent, expedl that you will receive this

in return for two which I have had from you. The
firfl, indeed, gave me an account fo hopelefs of

the ftate of your mind, that it hardly admitted or

deferved an anfwer^ by the fecond I was much
better pleafed: apd the pleafure will ilill be in-

creafed by fuch a narrative of the progrefs of your

fludies, as may evince the continuance of an equal

and rational application of your mind to fome

ufeful enquiry.

*^ You will, perhaps, vvifh to aik, what Hu^ly

I
would recommend. I fliajl not fpeak pf

theology,
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theology, becaufe ic ought not be confidered as a
^ '^ j'

queftion whether you Ihall endeavour to know the ^tat, ^^
ill of God.
" I fliall, therefore, confider only fuch (ludies as

we are at liberty to purfue or to negle6l ; and of

thefe I know not how you will make a better choice,

than by fludying the civil lav.-, as your father ad-

vifes, and the ancient languages, as you had de-

termined for yourfclf J at lead refolve, while you

remain in any fettled refidence, to fpend a certain
'

iiumber of hours every day amongil your books.

The ciiffipation of thought, of which you complain,

is nothing more than the vacillation of a mind fi^f"

pended between different motives, and changing

its dire6i:ion as any motive gains or lofes flrength.

If you can but kindle in your mind any ftrong

dcfire, if you can but keep predominant any wifh

for fome particular excellence or attainment, the

gufts of imagination will break away, without any

cffe6t upon your condufl, and commonly without

any traces left upon the memory.
" There lurks, perhaps, in every human heart

defire of diftinflion, which inclines every man
in ft to hope, and then to believe, that Nature has

given him ioinething peculiar to himfelf, This

vanity makes one mind nurfc averflons, and ano-

ther aduate dcfired, till they rife by art much

above their original Hate of power j and as afFe(5l:a-

tion, in time, improves to habit, they at lafltyran-

nife over him who at firft encouraged them only

>\- (how. Every defire is a viper in the bofom,

who, while he was chill, was harmlefs ; but when

war: nth gave him (Irength, exerted it in poifon.

I f ^ You
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You know a gentleman, who, when firft he fet

his foot in the gay world, as he prepared himfelf

to whirl in the vortex of pleafiire, imagined a total

indifference and univerfaj negligence to be the moft

agreeable concomitants of youth, and the (Irongell

indication of an airy temper and a quick appiehen-

fion. Vacant to every objefl, and fenfible of every

impulfe, he thought that all appearance of dili-

gence would dedu6l fomething from the reputation

of genius j and hoped that he fliould appear to

attain, amidft all the eafe of carelefihefs, and all

the tumult of diverfion, that knov/ledge and thofe

accomplifliments which mortals of the common
fabrick obtain only by mute abiiraction and foli-

tary drudgery. He tried this fcheir.e of life awhile,

v/as miade v/eary of it by his fenfe and his virtue,

he then wifhed to return to his fludies ; and find-

ing long habits of idlenefs and pleafure harder to

be cured than Tie expc6led, Hill willing to retain

his claim to lome extraordinary prerogatives, rc-

folved the common coniequences of irregularity

into an unalterable decree of deftiny, and con-

cluded that Nature had originally formed him in-

capable of rational employment.

" Let all fuch fancies, illufive and deftrudive,

be banifhed henceforward from your thoughts for

ever. Refolve, and keep your refolution ; choofe,

and purfue your choice. If you fpend this day in

fludy, you will find yourfelf flill more able tofludy

to-morrow j not that you are to exped that you

iliall at once obtain a complete vidory. Depravity

js not very eafily overcome. Refolution will fome-

times rejax, and diligence will fometimes be in-

terrupted

;
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^Crruptedi but let no accidental furpriffe ordevia- '7^3-

tion, whether fhort or long, difpofe you to de- jeitlu 54,

(pondency. Confider thefe failings as incident to

all mankind. Begin again where you left off, and

endeavour to avoid the Icducements that prevailed

over you before.

" This, my dear Bofwell, is advice which, per-

haps, has been often given you, and given you

without efFedl. But this advice, if you will not

<e from others, you muft take from your own re-

Ikdiions, if you purpofe to do the duties of the

ftation to which the bounty of Providence has

called you.

'' Let me have a long letter from you as foon as

you can. I hope you continue your journal, and

enrich it with many obfervations upon the country

in which you refide. It will be a favour if you

can get me any books in the Frifick language, and

can enquire how the poor are maintained in the

^evea Provinces. I am, dear Sir,

" Your mofl: afieclionate fervant,

)nJon, Dec. 8, 1763. SaM. JoHNSON.**

I am forry to obfei ve, that neither in my own
nutes, nor in nny letters to Johnfon which have

been prefcrved by him, can I find any information

how the poor are maintained in the Seveii Provinces.

But I Hiall extrad from one of my letters what

1 learnt concerning the other fubjed of his curiofity.

" I have made all pofTible enquiry with refped: to

the Frifick language, and find that it has been Icfs

c iltivated than any other of the northern dialcdls;

Ttain proof of which is dicir deficiency of books.

Of
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Of the old Frifick there are no remainj, except

j^ii^^ j7 fome ancient laws preferved by Schotams in his

* Befchryvinge van die Heerlykheid van Fricfland\

and his ' Uiftoria Frifica' I have not yet been

able to find thefe books. Profe (Tor Trotz, who

formerly was of the Univerficy of Vranyken in

Friefland, and is at prefcnt preparing an edition

of all the Frifick laws, gave me this informaticm.

Of the modern Frifick, or what is fpoken by the

boors at this day, I have procured a fpecimen.

It is * Gijbert Japixs Rymelerie^^ which is the only

book that they have. It is amazing, that they

have no tranflation of the bible, no treatifes of

devotion, nor even any of the ballads and flory-

books which are fo agreeable to country people.

You fhall have Jafix by the firil convenient oppor-

tunity. I doubt not to pick up Schotanus. Myn-
heer Trotz has promifed me his affiftance."

^^t. 55, Early in 1764 Johnfon paid a vifit to the Lang-

ton family, at their feat of Langton, in Lincoln-

fhire, where he paiTed fome time, much to his

fatisfaftion. His friend Bennet Langton, it will

not be doubted, did every thing in his power to

make the place agreeable to fo illuftrious a gueft

;

and the elder Mr. Langton and his lady, being

fully capable of underftanding his value, v/ere not

wanting in attention. He, however, told me,

that old Mr. Langton, though a man of confider-

able learning, had fo' little allov/ance to make for

his occafional "laxity of talk,*' that bccaufe iri

the courfe of difculTion he fometimes mentioned

what might be faid in favour of the peculiar t^n^ts
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©f tte Romifh church, he went to his grave be-

lieving him to be of that communion. StatTcI*

Johnfon, during his flay at Langton, had the

advantage of a good library, and faw fev^eral gen-

tlemen of the neighbourhood. I have obtained

from Mr. Langton the following particulars of

this period.

He was now fully convinced that he could not

have been fatisfied with a country livings for, talk-

ing of a refpedlable clergyman in Lincolnfhire, he

pbferved, " This man, Sir, fills up the duties of

his life well. I approve of him, but could not

imitate him."

To a lady who endeavoured to vindicate herfelf

iirom blame for negleding focial attention to worthy

neighbours, by faying, '' I would go to them if

it would do them any good j" he faid, " What
good. Madam, do you expedt to have in your

power to do them ? It is (hewing them refpedt,

and that is doing them, good."

So focially accommodating was he, that once

when Mr. Langton and he were driving together

in a coach, and Mr. Langton complained of being

fick, he infifled that they fliould go out, and fit

pn the back of it in the open air, which they did.

And being fcnfible how flrange the appearance

muft be, obferved, that a countryman whom they

faw in a field would probably be thinking, " If

tliefe two madmen fhould come down, what would

become of me r"

?>oon after his return to London, which was in

I cbruary, was founded that Club which exifted

!v^ng without a name, but at Mr. Garrick's funeral

became

I
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1764. became diflinguifhed by the title ofThe Litkrarv
;

Club. Sir Jofhua Reynolds had the merit of

being the firft propofer of it, to which Johnfoa

acceded, and the original members were, Sir

Joiliua Reynolds, Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Edmund,

Burke;j Pr. Nugent, Mr. Bcauclerk, Mr. Langton,'

Dr. Qoldfmith, Mr. Chamier, and Sir John

Hawkins. They met at the Turk's Head, in

Gerrard-flreet, Soho, one evening in every week,

at kvQYiy and generally continued their converfa-

tion till a pretty late hour. This club has been

gradually increafed to its prefent number, thirty

five. After about ten years, inilead of Tupping

weekly, it was refolved to dine together once a fort-

night during the meeting of Parliament. Their

original tavern having been converted into a

private houfe, they moved firfl to Prince's in

Sackville-flreet, then to Le Telier's in Dover-ftreet,

?ind now meet at Parfloe's, St, James*s-flreet.

Between the time of its formation, and the time

9t which this work is pafiing through the prefs,

(June 1792,) the following perfons, now deaci

were members of it: Mr. Dunning, (afterwards

Lord Afhburton,) Mr. Samuel Dyer, Mr. Gar-

rick, Dr. Shipley Bifhop of St. Afaph, Mr. Vefey,

Mr. Thomas Warton and Dr. 7\dam Smith. The
prefent members are, Mr. Burke, Mr. Langton,

Lord Charlemont, Sir Robert Chambers, Dr.

Percy Bifnop of Dromore, Dr. Barnard Bifhop

of Killaloe, Dr. Marlay Bifliop of Clonfert, Mr.

Fox, Dr. George Fordyce, Sir William Scott,

Sir Jofeph Banks, Sir Charles Bunbury, Mr.
Windham of Norfglk^ Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Gibbon,

Sir
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^.if William Jones, Mr. Colman, Mr. Steevens^

Dr. Burney, Dr. Jofeph Warton, Mr. Malone,

Lord Ollbry, Lord Spencer, Lord Lucan, Lord

Palnnerfion, Lord Eliot, Lord Macartney, Mr.

Richard Burke, junior, Sir William Hamilton,

Dr. Warren, Mr. Courtenay, Dr. Hinchcliffe,

Bifhop of Peterborough, the Duke of Leeds,

Dr. Douglas, Bifhop of Salifbury, and the writer

of this account.

Sir John Hawkins^ reprefents himfclf as a

^^Jcceder' from this focicty, and afllgns as the rea-

fon of his " witbdraiving'' himfclf from it, that

its late hours were inconfiftent with his domeftick

arrangements. In this he is not accurate; for the

fad was, that he one evening attacked Mr. Burke

in fo rude a manner, that all the company teftificd

their difpleafure ; and at their next meeting his

reception was fuch, tliat he never came again*.

He is equally inaccurate with refpect to Mr.
Garrick, of v/hom he fays, " he trulled that the

leaft intimation of a defire to come among us,

would procure him a ready admifiion j" but in this

he was miftakcn. Johnfon confulted me upon it;

and when I could find no objedlion to receiving him,

exclaimed,—' He will difturb us by his buffoonery /
—and afterwards fo managed matters, that he

is never formally propofed, and, by confequencc,

iiever admitted ^"

Injuflice both to Mr. Garrick and Dr. Johnfon,

I think it nccefTary to reflify this mif-ftatement.

The truth is, that not very long after the inftitu-

tionof our club, Sir Joihua Reynolds was fpeaking

' Life of Johnfon, p. 425. From Sir JuOiua Rc^'noUs.

' Life of Johnfon, p. 42;.

of
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of it to Garrick. " I like it much, (fdld hc,J,

I think I ihall be of yon." When Sir Jofhuai

mentioned this to Dr. Johnfon, he was muchi

difpleafed with the ador's conceit. " Hell be of

us, (faid Johnfon) how does he know we will

fermit him ? The firft Duke in England has no

right to hold fuch language.'' However, when

Garrick was regularly propofed fome time after-

wards, Johnfon, though he had taken a momen-
tary offence at his arrogance, warmly and kindly

fupported him, and he was accordingly eledted,

was a mod agreeable member, and continued to

attend our meetings to the time of his death.

Mrs. Piozzi^ has alfo given a fimilar mifrepre-

fentation of Johnfon's treatment of Garrick in this

particular, as if he had ufed thefe contemptuous

expreffions :
" If Garrick does apply, I'll black-

ball him. Surely, one ought to fit in a fociety

like ours,

*' Unelbow'd by a gamefler, pimp, or player."

I am happy to be enabled by fuch unqueftiorl-

able authority as that of Sir Jofliua Reynolds, as

well as from my own knowledge, to vindicate at

once the heart of Johnfon and the fecial merit of

Garrick.

In this year, except what he may have done in

revifing Shakfpeare, we do not find that he la-

boured much in literature. He wrote a review of

Grainger's " Sugar Cane, a Poemi," in the Lon-

don Chronicle. He told me, that Dr. Percy wrote

the greateit part of this review; but, I imagine,

he did not recoiled it diftindly, for it appearsJO

* Letters to and from Dr. Johnfon. Vol. II. p. 278.

be
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be moftlyj if not altogether, his own. He alfo '7^4-

v;rote in the Critical Review, an account f of ^^IJf7%
Goldfmith's excellent poenn, " The Traveller.**

I'he eafe and independence to which he had at

laft attained by royal munificence, increafed his

natural indolence. In his " Meditations" he thus

accufcs himfelf: '^ Good Friday, April 20,

1764. I have made no reformation -, I have lived

totally ufclefs, more fenfual in thought, and more
:di<fled to wine and meat"." And next morning

be thus feelingly complains : " My indolence, fince

my laft reception of the facrament, has funk into

eroiler fluggiibnefs, and my difllpation fpread

.:o wilder negligence. My thoughts have been

clouded with fenfuality; and, except that from the

beginning of this year 1 have, in fome meafure,

forborne excefs of ftrong drink, my appetites

have predominated over my reafon, A kind of

ftrange oblivion has overfpread me, fo that I know
not what has become of the laft year ; and perceive

that incidents and intelligence pafs over m.c, with-

out leaving any impreflion." He then folemnly

fays, " This is not the life to which heaven is pro-

mifed'i" and he carneftly refolves an amendment.

It was his cuftom to obferve certain days with

a pious abftradlion ; viz. New-year's-day, the

day of his wife's death. Good Friday, Eafter-day,

and his own birth-day. He this year fays, " I

have now fpcnt fifty-five years in refolving; hav-

ing, from the earlieft time almoft that I can re-

member, been forming fchemes of a better life^

' Praycn and Meditations, p. ;o. * Ibid. p. ^r.

1 have
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I have done nothing. The need of doing, there-

fore, is prefTing, fince die time of doing is fhorr.

O God, grant me to refolve aright, and to keep

iny refolutionS;^ for Jesus Christ's fake. Amen^/*
S'lich a tendernefs of confciencc, fuch a fervent de-

fire of improvement, will rarely be found. It is,'

furely, not decent in thofe who are hardened in in-'

difference to fpirkual improvement, to treat this

pious anxiety of Johnfon with contempt.

About this time he was affli6led with a very fe-

vere return of the hypochondriack diforder, which

was ever lurking about him. He was fo ill, as;

notwithflanding his remarkable love of company,

to be entirely averfe to fociety, the mofl fatal fymp-

tom of that malady. Dr. Adams told ine, that,

as an old friend, he was admitted to vifit him, and

that he found him in a deplorable ftate, fighing,

groaning, talking to himfelf, and reftlefsly walking

from room to room. He then ufed this empha-

tical expreflion of the mifery which he felt :
" I

would confent to have a limb amputated to reco-

ver my fpirits.*'

Talking to himfclf was, indeed, one of his An-

gularities ever fince I knew him. I was certain

that he was frequently uttering pious ejaculations

;

for fragments of the Lord's Prayer have been

diftindlly overheard. His friend Mr. Thomas
Davies, of whom Churchill fays,

" That Davies hath a very pretty wife:"

when Dr. Johnfon muttered " lead us not into

temptation," ufed with waggifli and gallant

5 Prayers and Meditations, p. 58,

3 humour
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humour to whifper Mrs. Davies, " You, my dear,

are the caufe of this."

He had another particukrity, of which none of

his friends ever ventured to alk an explanation. # It

appeared to me fome fuperflitious habit, which he

had contrafted early, and from which he had never

called upon his reafon to dif-entangle him. This

was his anxious care to go out or in at a door or

pafTage, by a certain number of fteps from a cer-

tain point, or at Icafl fo as that either his right or

his left foot, (I am not certain which,) fhould

conftantly make the firft a6lual movement when he

came clofe to the door or pafTage. Thus I con-

je6lure : for I have, upon innumerable occafions,

obferved him fuddenly ftop, and then feem to

count his fteps with a deep earneftnefs ; and when
he had negledled or gone wrong in this fort of

magical movement, I have feen him go back

again, put himfelf in a proper pofture to begin the

ceremony, and, having gone through it, break

from his abftradlion, walk brifkly on, and join his

companion. A ftrange inftance of fomething of

this nature, even when on horfeback, happened

when he was in the ifle of Sky K Sir Jofhua Rey-

nolds has obferved him to go a good way about,

rather than crofs a particular alley in Leicefter-

fields; but this Sir Jofhua imputed to his having

I'.ad fome difagrccable recolledlion afTociated

with it.

That the moft minute fingularitics which be-

lonn'cd to him, and mnde very obfcrvable parts

idii lu a i uji iu inc ijiwiiuo, 3d. cdlt. p. 3 l6«

Vol. I. G g of
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of his appearance and manner, may not be omltteJ,

it is requifite to mention, that while talking or

even mufing as he fat in his chair, he commonly
hel4 his head to one fide towards his right fhoulder,

and fhook it in a tremulous manner, moving

his body backwards and forwards, and rubbing his

left knee in the fame dire6lion, with the palm of

his hand. In the intervals of articulating he made
various founds with his mouth, fometimes as if

ruminating, or what is called chewing the cud,

fometimes giving ahalfwhiftle, fometimes mak-
ing his tongue play backwards from the roof of

his mouth, as if clucking like a hen, and fome-

times protruding it againfb his upper gums in front,

as if pronouncing quickly under his breath, tooy

iooy toQ : all this accompanied fometimes with a

thoughtful look, but more frequently with a fmile.

I am fully aware how very obvious an occafioo

I here give for the fneering jocularity of fuch as

have no relifh of an exad iikenefs ^ which, to

fender complete, he who draws itmuil notdifdain

the flighteft flrokes. But if witlings fhould be in-

clined to attack this account, let them have the

candour to quote what I have offered in my
defence.

He was for fome time in the fumm^er at Eafton

Maudit, Northamptonfhire, on a vifit to the

Reverend Dr. Percy, now Bifhop of Dromore.
Whatever diffatisfadlion he felt at what he confi-

dered as a flow progrefs in inteliedual improve-

ment, we find that his heart was tender, and his

affections warm, as appears from tlie following

very kind letter ;.
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To Joshua Reynolds, E/q. in Leicefter-Fidds^

London,

*^ Dear Sir,

"I DID not hear of your ficknefs till I heard

likewife of your recovery, and therefore efcaped,

that part of your pain, which every man mufb

feel, to whom you are known as you are known
to me.

*^ Having had no particular account of your dif-

order, I know not in what flate it has left you.

If the amufement of my company can exhilarate

the languor of a flow recovery, I will not delay a

day to come to you ; for I know not how I can fo

cffcdlually promote my own pleafure as by pleafing

you, or my own intereft as by preferving you, in

whom, if I fhould lofe you, I fhould lofe almoft

the only man whom I call a friend.

" Pray let me hear of you from yourfelf, or

from dear Mifs Reynolds ^ Make my compliments

to Mr. Mudge. I am, dear Sir,

" Your mofl: affe6tionate

" And mod humble fervant,

'* At the Rev. Mr. Percy's, at Ealloa SaM. Johnson.*'
Maudit, Norihampton(hire, (by

CalUc Alhby,) Aug. 19, 1764."

Early in the year 1765 he paid a fhort vifit to ^tat. 56.

the Univerfity of Cambridge, with his friend Mr.

Bcauclerk. There is a lively pidlurefque account

* Sir Jofhua's fiftcr, for whom Johnfon had a particular affec-

tion, and to whom he wrote many letters which I havefccn, and

which I am forry her too nice delicacy will not permit to be

publiOicd.

G g 2 of
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of his behaviour on this vifit, in the Gentleman's

Magazine for March 1785, being an extraft of a

letter from the late Dr. John Sharp. The two fol-

lowing fentences are very chara6leriftical : " He
drank his large potations of tea with me, inter-

rupted by many an indignant contradidiion, and

many a noble fentiment." " Several perfons

got into his company the laft evening at Trinity,

where, about twelve, he began to be very great

;

ftripped poor Mrs. Macaulay to the very fkin, then

gave her for his toad, and drank her in two

bumpers."

The fl:ri6tnefs of his felf-examination and fcru-

pulous Chriftian humility, appear in his pious

meditation on Eafter-day this year.—^' I purpofe

again to partake of the blefled facrament ; yet when

I confider how vainly I have hitherto refolved at

this annual commemoration of my Saviour's death,

to regulate my life by his laws, I am almoll afraid

to renew my refolutions.'*

The concluding words are very remarkable, and

fhew that he laboured under a fevere deprefiion of

fpirits. *^ Since the laft Eafter I have reformed

no evil habit, my time has been unprofitably fpent,

and fecms as a dream that has left nothing behind.

My memory grows confufedy and I know not how ths

days fafs over me. Good Lord deliver me^."

No man was m.ore gratefully fenfible of any

kindnefs done to him than Johnfon. There is a

little circumftance in his diary this year, which

ihews him in a very amiable light.

* Pravers and Meditatk>ns, p. 6i,

" July
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« July 2. I paid Mr. Simpfon ten guineas,

which he had formerly lent me in my necef-

fity and for which Tetty exprefled her grati-

tude."

'' July 8. I lent Mr. Simpfon ten guineas

more."

Here he had a pleafing opportunity of doing the

fame kindnefs to an old friend, which he had for-

merly received from him. Indeed his liberality as

to money was very remarkable. The next article

in his diary is, " July 16, I received feventy-five

pounds. Lent Mr. Davies twenty-five."

Trinity College, Dublin, at this time furprifed

Johnfon with a fpontaneous compliment of the

higheft academical honours, by creating him
Dodlor of Laws. The diploma, which is in my
poflefllon, is as follows

:

" MNIB US ad quos pr^fentes liter^e perve-

ner'mti faintem. Nor Priepofitus et Socii/eniores Col-

legnjacrojan^ie et individu^ Trinitatis Regince Eliza-

betha juxta Dublin, tefiamur, Samueli Johnfon, Armi-

geroy ob egregiam fcriptorum elegantiam et utilitatem,

gratiam conceffam fuijfepro gradu Do^oratih in utroque

Jure, o^avo die Julii, Anno Domini millefimo Jcptin-

gentefimo Jexagefimo- quint0, In cujus rei tejlimonium

Jingulorum manus et figillum quo in hijce ut'tmur appo-

Juimus ; vicefimo tertio die Julii, Anno Domini mille^

ftmojeptingentefimoJexagefimo- quinto»

-UL. Clement. Fran. Andrews. R.Murray.
1 HO. WiLsoK. Praps. KqbW«. Law.

Tho.Lilano. MiCH. Kkarnev.'*

G g J This
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This unfolicited mark of diftIn6tion, conferred

on fo great a literary charader, did much honour

to the judgement and liberal fpirit of that learned

body. Johnfon acknowledged the favour in a let-

ter to Dr. Leland, one of their number ; but I

have not been able to obtain a copy of it.

He appears this year to have been feized with a

temporary fit of ambition, for he had thoughts

both of ftudying law and of engaging in politicks.

His *^ Prayer before the Study of Law" is truly

admirable

:

"Sept. 26, 1765.

"Almighty God, the giver of wifdom, without

"whofe help refolutions are vain, without whofe

bleflings ftudy is inefFe6lual j enable me, if it be

thy will, to attain fuch knowledge as may qualify

me to diredl the doubtful, and inftrudt the ignorant;

to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions ; and

grant that I may ufe that knowledge which I fhall

attain, to thy glory and my own falvation, for

Jesus Christ's fake. Amen^"
His prayer in the view of becoming a politician

is entitled, " Engaging in Politicks with

H n," no doubt his friend, the Right Ho-
nourable William Gerard Hamilton, for whom,

during a long acquaintance, he had a great efteem,

and to whofe converfation he once paid this high

compliment : " I am very unwilling to be left

alone. Sir, and therefore I go with my company

down the firft pair of flairs, in fome hopes that

Praycxs and MeditationSj, p« 66,

they
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they may, perhaps, return again. I go with you.

Sir, as far as the flreet-door." In what particular

department he intended to engage does not appear,

nor can Mr. Hamilton explain. His prayer is in

general terms. *^ Enlighten my underdanding

with knowledge of right, and govern my will by

thy laws, that no deceit may miflead me, nor

temptation corrupt me ; that 1 may always endea-

vour to do good, and hinder eviP," There is

nothing upon the fubje<5t in his diary.

This year was diftinguifhed by his being intro-

duced into the family of Mr. Thrale, one of the

mod eminent brewers in England, and Member of

Parliament for the borough of Southwark, Fo-

reigners are not a little amazed when they hear of

brewers, diftillers, and men in fimilar departments

of trade, held forth as perfons of confiderable con-

fequence. In this great commercial country it is

natural that a fituation which produces much wealth

fhould be confidered as very refpedable; and, no

doubt, honefl induftry is entitled to efleem. But,

perhaps, the too rapid advance of men of low ex-

rradion tends to leflen the value of that diftin^lion

by birth and gentility, which has ever been found

beneficial to the grand fcheme of fubordination.

Johnfon ufcd to give this account of the rile of

Mr. Thrale's father: " He worked at fix (hillings

n week for twenty years in the great brewery, which

afterwards was his own. The proprietor of it had

an only daughter, who was married to a nobleman.

3 Praycn and Medications, p. 67.

Gg+ It
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It was not fit that a peer fhoiild continue the bufi-

nefs. On the old nnan*s death, therefore, the

brewery was to be fold. To find a purchafcr for

fo large a property was a difficult matter ; and,

after fome time, it was fuggefted, that it would be

advifeable to treat with Thrale, a fenfible, a6tive,

honed man, who had been employed in the houfe,

and to transfer the whole to him for thirty thoufand

pounds, fecurity being taken upon the property.

This was accordingly fettled. In eleven years

Thrale paid the purchafe-money. He acquired

a large fortune, and lived to be member of Par-

liament for Southwark. But what was moft re-

markable was the liberality with which he ufed hi$

riches. He gave his fon and daughters the bed

education. The. efteem which his good conduct

procured him from the nobleman who had mar-

ried his matter's daughter, made him be treated

with much attention 3 and his fon, both at fchool

and at the Univerfity of Oxford, afTociated with

young men of the firft rank. His allowance from

his father, after he left college, was fplendid -, no

lefs than a thoufand a year. This, in a man who
had rifen as old Thrale did, was a very extraordi-

nary inftance of generoficy. He ufed to fay, 'If

this young dog does not find fo much after I am
gone as he expe6ls, let him remember that he has

had a great deal in my own time."

The fon, though in affluent circumflances, had

good fenfe enough to carry on his father's trade,

which was of fuch extent, that I remember he once

told mc^ he woulcj not quit it for an annuity of

tea
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ten thoiifand a year; " Not (faid he,) that I get 'V^^

ten thoufand a year by it, but it is an eftate to a ^tat cS
family." Having left daughters only, the pro-

perty was fold for the imnnenfc fum of one hundred

and thirty-five thoufand pounds; a magnificent

proof of what may be done by fair trade in no long

period of time.

There may be fome who think that a new fyftem

of gentility^ might be eflablifhed, upon principles

totally different from what have hitherto prevailed.

Our prcfent heraldry, it may be faid, is fuited to

the barbarous times in which it had its origin. It

is chiefly founded upon ferocious merit, upon mili-

tary excellence. Why, in civilifed times, we may
be afked, fhould there not be rank and honours,

upon principles, which, independent of long cuf-

tom, are certainly not lefs worthy, and which, when
once allowed to be conne6led with elevation and

precedency, would obtain the fame dignity in our

imagination ? Why ihould not the knowledge,

the fkill, the expertnefs, the affiduity, and the

(pirited hazards of trade and commerce, when

* Mrs. Bumey informs mc that (he heard Dr. Johnfon fay,

\n Englilh Merchant is a new fpccics of Gentleman." He^ per-

haps, had in his mind the following ingenious paflag* in *' The
Confcious Lovers," Aft iv. Scene ii. where Mr. Sealand thus

addrdTes Sir John Bevil, «' Give mc leave to fay, that we mer-

chants arc a fpccics of gentry that have grown into the world

this laft cenfury, and are as honou|(abIc, and almoft as ufeful as

you landed-folks, that have always thought yourfelvcs fo much
above Ui ; for your trading forfooth is extended no farther than

a load of hay, or a fat ox. — You arc pleafant people indeed!

bccaufc you arc generally bred up to be ' •" t' ••:•'•'••,
\ 'varrant

you induAry is dilLonourabk,"

crowned
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crowned with fuccefs, be entitled to give thofc

^J^J^^ flattering diftin6lions by which mankind are fo

iiniverfally captivated.

Such are the fpecious, but falfe arguments for a

propofition which always will find numerous advo-

cates, in a nation where men are every day flarting

vp from obfcurity to wealth. To refute them is

needlefs. The general fenfe of mankind cries out,

with irrefi(Vible force, " Un gentilhomme eft toujours

gentilhommey

Mr. Thrale had married Mifs Heilher Lynch
Salufbury, of good Welch extradlion, a lady of

lively talents, improved by education. That

Johnfon's introduction into Mr. Thrale's family,

which contributed fo much to the happinefs of his

life, was owing to her defire for his converfation,

is the mofl probable and general fuppofition : but

it is not the truth. Mr. Murphy, who was ind-

mate with Mr. Thrale, having fpoken very highly

of Dr. Johnfon, he was requeiled to make them
acquainted. This being mentioned to Johnfon,

he accepted of an invitation to dinner at Thrale's,

and was fo much pleafed with his reception, both

by Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, and they fo much pleafed

with him, that his invitadons to their houfe were

more and more frequent, till at laft he became one

of the family, and an apartment was appropriated

to him, both in their houfe in Southwark, and in

their villa at Streatham.

Johnfon had a very fincere efleem for Mr. Thrale

as a man of excellent principles, a good fcholar,

well fl<:illed in trade, of a found underftanding, and

of manners fjch as prefented the charadter of a'

plain
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plain independent Englifh 'Squire. As this family 'V^v

will frequently be nnentioned in the courle of the ^f~'~ g^

following pages, and as a falfe notion has prevailed

that Mr. Thrale was inferiour, and in fome degree

infignificant, compared with Mrs. Thrale, it may
be proper to give a true (late of the cafe from the

authority of Johnfon himfelf, in his own words.

" I know no man, (faid he,) who is more mailer

of his wife and family than Thrale. If he but

holds up a finger, he is obeyed. It is a great

miftake to fuppofe that fhe is above him in literary

attainments. She is more flippant; but he has

ten times her learning: he is a regular fcholar j but

her learning is that of a fchool-boy in one of the

lower forms.** My readers may naturally wirti for

fome reprefcntation of the figures of this couple,

Mr. Thrale was tall, well proportioned, and (lately.

-3 for Madam^ or my Mijlrejsy by which epithets

Johnfon ufed to mention Mrs. Thrale, flic was

fhort, plump, and brilk. She has herfelf given

us a lively view of the idea which Johnfon had of

her pcrfon, on her appearing before him in a dark-

coloured gown ; "You little creatures fhould never

wear thofc fort of clothes, however; they are un-

fuitable in every way. What ! have not all infeds

gay colours*^ ?" Mr. Thrale gave his wife a liberal

dulgcnce, both in the choice of their company,

and in the mode of entertaining them. He un-

derflood and valued Johnfon, without remiJion,

jm tlicir firft: acquaintance to the day of his death.

Mrs. Thrale was enchanted with Johnfon's convcr-

•Mtt. Piozzi'i Anecdotes, p. 279.

fation
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^7^^

^
fation for its own fake, and had alfo a very allow-

JEtat, 56. ^t)le vanity in appearing to be honoured with the

attention of fo celebrated a man.

Nothing could be more fortunate for Johnfon

than this connexion. He had at Mr. Thrale's

all the comforts and even luxuries of Hfe ; his me-
lancholy was diverted, and his irregular habits hi-

fened by aflbciation with an agreeable and welU

ordered family. He was treated with the utmoll

refped, and even affedion. The vivacity ofMrs.

Thrale's literary talk roufed him to cheerfulnefs

and exertion, even when they were alone. But

this was not often the cafe -, for he found here a

conftant fuccefTion of what gave him the higheft

enjoyment, the fociety of the learned, the witty,

and the eminent in every way, who were affembled

in numerous companies, called forth his wonderful

powers, and gratified him with admiration, to

which no man could be infenfible.

In the Odlober of this year he at length gave to

the world his edkion of Shaklpeare, which, if it

had no other merit but that of producing his Pre-

face, in which the excellencies and defedls of that

immortal bard are difplayed with a mafterly hand,

the nation would have had no reafon to complain.

A blind indifcriminate admiration of Shakfpeare

had expofed the Britifh nation to the ridicule of

foreigners. Johnfon, by candidly admitting the

faults of his poet, had the more credit in bellowing

on him deferved and indifputable praifej and

doubtlefs none of all his panegyrifts have done him
half fo much honour. Their praife was, like that

of a counfel, upon his own fide of the caufe

:

Johnfon's
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Johnfon's was like the grave, well confidered, and

impartial opinion of the judge, which falls from his

lips with weight, and is received with reverence.

What he did as a commentator has no fmall fhare

of merit, though his refearches were notfo ample,

and his inveftigations fo acute as they might have

been, which we now certainly know from the la-

bours of other able and ingenious criticks who have

followed him. He has enriched his edition with a

concife account of each play, and of its chara6ler-

iftick excellence. Many of his notes have illuftrated

obfcurities in the text, and placed pafTages eminent

for beauty in a more confpicuous light ; and he

has, in general, exhibited fuch a mode of anno-

tation, as may be beneficial to all fubfequent

editors.

His Shakfpeare was virulently attacked by Mr.

William Kenrick, who obtained the degree of

LL. D. from a Scotch Univerfity, and wrote for the

bookfellers in a great variety of branches. Though

he certainly was not without confiderablc merit, he

wrote with fo little regard to decency and principles

and decorum, and in fo hafty a manner, that his re-

putation was neither extenfive nor lading. I remem-

ber one evening, when fome of his works were men-

tioned, Dr. Goldfmith faid, he had never heard of

them J upon which Dr. Johnfon obferved, " Sir,

he is one of the many who have made themfclves

fublicky without making themfelves known.'*

\ young ftudcnt of Oxford, of the name of Bar-

Liay, wrote an anfwcr to Kenrick's review of John-

fon's Shakfpeare. Johnfon was at firft angry that

Kenrick's attack fliould have the credit of an anfwer.

But
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^7^£- But afterwards, confidering the young man's good

iEtat. 56. intention, he kindly noticed him, and probably

would have done more, had not the young man
died.

In his Preface to Shakfpeare, Johnfon treated

Voltaire very contemptuoufly, obferving, upon

fome of his remarks, " Thefe are the petty criti-

cifms of petty wits/* Voltaire, in revenge, made
an attack upon Johnfon, in one of his numerous

literary fallics, which I remember to have read

;

but there being no general index to his voluminous

works, have fearched in vain, and therefore cannot

quote it.

Voltaire was an antagonift with whom I thought

Johnfon fhould not difdain to contend. I prefled

him to anfwer. He faid, he perhaps mights but he

never did.

Mr. Burney having occafion to write to Johnfon

for fome receipts for fubfcriptions to his Shakfpeare,

which Johnfon had omitted to deliver, when the

money was paid, he availed himfelfof that oppor-

tunity of thanking Johnfon for the great pleafure

which he had received from the perufal of his Pre-

face to Shakfpeare ; which although it excited much
clamour againfl him at firfl, is now juftly ranked

among the moil excellent of his writings. To
this letter, Johnfon returned the following anfwer

:

^0 Charles Burney, Efq. in Poland-Jk-eet.

'' Sir,

" I AM forry that your kindnefs to me has

brought upon you fo much trouble, though you

have taken care to abate that forrov/, by the plea-

4 fure
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furc which I receive from your approbation. I '/^J*

defend my criticifm in the fame manner with you. ^tat. rsl

We muft confefs the faults of our favourite, to

gain credit to our praife of his excellencies. He
that claims, either in himfelf or for another, the

honours of perfedion, will furely injure the repu-

tation which he defigns to afTift.

" Be pleafed to make my compliments to your

family. 1 am. Sir,

" Your mod obliged

" And moft humble fervant,

" oa. 16, 1765. Sam. Johnson."

From one of his Journals I tranfcribed what

follows

:

" At church, Oft. —65.
" To avoid all fingularity ; Bonavmtura ^
" To come in before fervice, and compofe my

mind by meditation, or by reading fome portions

of fcripture. T^etty.

" If I can hear the fermon, to attend it, unlefs at-

tention be more troublefome than ufeful.

" To confider the ad of prayer as a repofal of

myfelfupon God, and a refignation of all into his

holy hand.*'

Both in 1764 and 1765 it fliould feem that he

was fo bufily employed with his edition of Shak-

fpcare, as to have had little Icifure for any other

literary exertion, or, indeed, even for private cor-

^ 'pondence. lie did not favour me with a fingla

He was probably propofing to himfcIf the model of thii

llcnt j<rfon, who Jur his piety Wii« named tht Straphick

tor,

letter
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letter for more than two years, for which it will ap-

pear that he afterwards apologifed.

He was, however, at all times ready to give af-

fiftance to his friends, and others, in revifing their

works, and in writing for them, or greatly improv-

ing their Dedications, In that courtly fpecies of

compofition no man excelled Dr. Johnfon. Though
the loftinefs of his mind prevented him from ever

dedicating in his own perfon, he wrote a very great

number of Dedications for others. Some of

thefe, the perfons who were favoured with them,

are unwilling fhould be mentioned, from a too

anxious apprehenfion, as I think, that they might be

fufpedled of having received larger afliftance ; and

fome, after all the diligence I have beftowed, have

cfcaped my enquiries. He told me^ a great many
years ago, " he believed he had dedicated to all the

Royal Family round ;" and it was indifferent to

him what was the fubjed of the work dedicated^

provided it were innocent. He once dedicated

fome Mufick for the German Flute to Edward

Duke of York. In writing Dedications for others^

he confidered himfelf as by no means ipeaking his

own fentiments.

Notwithftanding his long filence, I never omit-

ted to write to him when I had any thing worthy of

communicating. I generally kept copies of my
letters to him, that I might have a full view of our

correfpondence, and never be at a lofs to under-

ftand any reference in his letters. He kept the

greater part of mine very carefully ; and a Ihort

time before his death was attentive enough to feal

them up in bundles, and order them to be delivered
,

to
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to mt, which was accordingly done. Amongfl:

them I found one, of which I had not made a

copy, and which I own I read with pieafure at the

diftance of ahuoft twenty years. It is dated No-
vember, 1765, at the palace of Pafcal Paoli, in

Corte, the capital of Corfica, and is full of gene-

rous enthufiafm. After giving a fketch of what I

had feen and heard in that ifland, it proceeded

thus :
'^ I dare to call this a Ipirited tour. I dare

to challenge your approbation."

This letter produced the following anfwer, which

I found on my arrival at Paris.

\d Mr, Mr, Boswell, chez Mr. Waters, Bmquier^

h Paris,

'^DEAkSlR,

« APOLOGIES arefeldomofanyufe. We
will delay till your arrival the reafons, good or bad,

which have made mc fuch a fparing and ungrateful

correfpondent. Be afTured, for the prefent, that no-

thing has lefTened either the efleem or love with

which I difmiffcd you at Harwich. Both have

been increafed by all that I have been told of you

by yourfelf or others; and when you return, you will

return to an unaltered, and, I hope, unalterable friend.

" All that you have to fear from me is the vex-

ation of difappointing me. No man loves to fruf-

tratc expectations which have been formed in his

favour; and the pieafure which I promife myfelf

from your journals and remarks is fo great, that

perhaps no degree of attention or difccrnmcnt will

be fuflicient to afiord it.

Vol. I. Hh « Comc
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1766. " Come home, however, and take your chance,

^^J~' I long to fee you, and to hear you -, and hope that

we fliall not be Co long fcparated again. Come
home, and expedl fuch a welcome as is due to him,

whom a wife and noble curiofity has led, where

perhaps no native of this country ever was before.

" I have no news to tell you that can deferve

your notice; nor would I willingly lefTen the plea-

ftire that any novelty may give you at your return.

I am afraid we fhall find it difficult to keep among

us a mind which has been fo long feafled with

variety. But let us try what efteem and kindnefs

can efFecfl.

" As your father's liberality has indulged you

with fo long a ramble, 1 doubt not but you will

think his ficknefs, or even his defire to fee you, a

fuflicient reafon for haftening your return. The
longer we live, and the more we think, the higher

value we learn to put on the friendfhip and tender-

nefs of parents and of friends. Parents we can

have but once; and he promifes himfelf too much,

who enters life with the expe6tation of finding many
ii'iends. Upon fome motive, I hope, that you

will be here foon ; and am willing to think that ic

will be an inducement to your return, that it is

fincerely defired by, dear Sir,

" Your afFedionatc humble fervant,

«* Johnfofi's-court, Fieet-ftreet, SaM, JohNSON-."
January 14, 1766^

I returned to London in February, and found

Dr. Johnfon in a good houfe in Johnfon's-courr,.

Fleet-flreet, in which he had accommodated Mifs

Williama
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Williams with an apartment on the ground floor,

while Mr. Lcvett occupied his pod in the garret

:

his faithful Francis was (till attending upon him.

He received me with much kindnefs. The frag-

ments of our firft converfation, which I have pre-

ferved, are thefe : I told him that Voltaire, in a

converfation with me, had diftinguifhed Pope
and Dryden thus :—" Pope drives a handfome

chariot, with a couple of neat trim nags ; Dryden

a coach, and fix (lately horfes." Johnson. " Why,
Sir, the truth is, they both drive coaches and fix

;

but Dryden*s liorfes are either galloping or flumb-

ling : Pope's go at a fteady even trot ^*' He faid

of Goldfmith's *' Traveller," which had been pub-

lifhed in my abfence, '^ There has not been fo

fine a poem fince Pope's time."

And here it is proper to fettle, with awthentick

precifion, what has long floated in publick report,

as to Johnfon's being liimfelf die authour of a con-

fiderable part of that poem. Much, no doubt,

both of the fentiments and expreflion, were derived

from converfation with him j and it was certainly

fubmitted to his friendly revifion : but in the year

1783, he, at my rcqueft, marked with a pencil

• It is remarkable, that Mr. Gray ha^ employed fomcwhjit

the fame image to charatJlcrifc Dryden. He, indeed, furnilLcfi

lii» ear with but two horfes ; but they are of ** ethereal race
;"

,*^ Behold whcxr Dryden 's Icfs prefumptuous car,

•* Wide o'er the fields of glory be tr

•' Two courfcrs of ethereal race,

*' With -necks 1ft thunder cloath'd, ar.d long rcTonnding pace.',

OJ'- Oft il'f Vro^rrfs 9f Potjy,

II h the



4&8 THELIFEOF
1766. the lines which he had furnifhed, which arc onfy

*^ To ftop too fearful, and too faint to go i"

and the concluding ten lines, except the lad

couplet but one, whichf I diflinguifh by the Italick

charadter

:

« How fmall of all that human hearts endure,

« That part which kings or laws can caufe or cure,

^^ Still to ourfelves in every place confign'd,

*« Our own felicity we make or find,

<^ With fecret courfe, which no loud ftorms annoy>

*^ Glides the fmooth current of domeftick joy.

** 'The lifted axe^ the agonizing wheely

*' Luke's iron crown^ and Damien's bed offteely

'^ To men remote from power, but rarely known,
*' Leave reafon, faith, and confeience, all our own.**

He added, " Thefe are all of which I can be fure."

They bear a fmall proportion to the whole, which

confifts of four hundred and thirty-eight verfes*

Goldfmith, in the couplet which he inferted, men-

tions Luke as a perfon well known, and fuperficiai

readers have paiTed it over quite fmoothly ; while

thofe of more attention have been as much per-

plexed by Lukey as by Lydiaty in " The Vanity of

human Wifhes." The truth is, that Goldfmith

himfelf was in a miftake. In the " Rejpuhlica

Hungaricay' there is an account of a defperate re«

hellion in the year 15 14, headed by two brothers,

of the name of Zecky George and Luke. When
it was quelled, George, not Luke, was punilhed by

his
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Ills head being encircled with a red hot iron crown: ^'7^^'
^

*^ corona candejcente ferred coronatur" The fame ^tat. 57-

feverity of torture was exercifed on the Earl of

Athol, one of the murderers of King James I. of

Scotland.

Dr. Johnfon at the fame time favoured me by

marking the lines which he furnifhed to Gold-

fmith*s " Deferted Villagej" which are only the

four lafl:

'* That trade's proud empire haftes to fwift decay,

^* As ocean fweeps the laboured mole away

:

" While felf- dependent power can time defy,

** As rocks refill the billows and the iky,''

Talking ofeducation, ^People have now a-days,

^faid he,) got a ftrange opinion that every thing

ihould be taught by ledtures. Now, 1 cannot fee

that lectures can do fo much good as reading the

-books from which the le6tures are taken. I know
nothing that can be bed taught by lectures, except

where experiments are to be Ihewn. You may
leach chymiftry by ledlurcs.—You might teach

making of fhoes by ledlures
!"

At night 1 fupped with him at the Mitre tavern,

that we might renew our focial intimacy at the

original place of meeting. But there was now a

confiderable difFcrencc in his way of living. Hav-
ing had an illnefs, in which he was advifed to leave

off wine, he had, from that period, continued to

abftain from it, and drank only water, or lemonade.

I told him that a foreign friend of his, whom I

had met with abroad, was fo wretchedly perverted

to iofidcliry, that he treated the hopes ofimmortality

H h J with
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^^^^'^ with brutal levity ; and faid, « As man dies like a

iiLtat. 57. ^^gj l^t him lie like a dog.'* Johnson. *^ Ifht
dies like a dog, let him lie like a dog." I added,

that this man faid to me, ^' I hate mankind, for I

think myfelf one of the beft of them, and I know
how bad I am." Johnson. " Sir, he muft be

very fingular in his opinion, if he thinks himfelf

one of the beft of men; for none of his friends

think him fo." He faid, " No honeft man could

be a Deift ; for no man could be fo after a fair

examination of the proofs of Chriftianity," I

named Hume. Johnson. " No, Sir ; Hume
owned to a clergyman in the biflioprick of Durham;,

that he had never read the New Teftament with

attention." I mentioned Hume's notion, that all

who are happy are equally happy ; a little mifs with

a new gown at a dancing- fchocl-ball, a general at

the head of a viftorious army, and an orator, after

having made an eloquent fpeech in a great alTembly.

Johnson. " Sir, that ail who are happy, are

equally happy, is not true. A peafant and a phi-

lofopher may be equally fatisfiedy but not equally

happy. Happinefs confills in the multiplicity of

agreeable confcioufnefs. A peafant has not capa-

city for having equal happinefs with a philofopher."

I remember this very queition very happily illuf-

trated in oppofinon to Hume, by the Reverenc}

Mr. Robert Brown, at Utrecht. " A fmall drink-

ing glals and a large one, (faid he,) may be equally

full 3 but the large one holds more than the

^ fmall."

Dr. Johnfon was very kind this evening, and

faid to me, " You have now lived five- and- twenty

years^
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years, and you have employed them well."

" Alas, Sir, (faid I,) I fear not. Do I know hif- ^lau c^l

tory ? Do I know mathematicks ? Do I know

law ?'* Johnson. " Why, Sir, though you may
know no fcience fo well as to be able to teach it,

and no profefTion fo well as to be able to follow it,

your general mafs of knowledge of books and men
renders you very capable to make yourfelf mafler

of any fcience, or fit yourfelf for any profefTion."

I mentioned that a gay friend had advifed me
againft being a lawyer, becaufe I fhould be ex-

celled by plodding block heads. Johnson. "Why,
Sir, in the formulary and flatutory part of law, a

plodding block-head may excel -, but in the ingeni-

ous and rational part of it a plodding blockhead

can never excel."

I talked of the mode adopted by fome to rife

.

in the world, by courting great men, and afked

him whether he had ever fubmitted to it. John-
son. " Why, Sir, I never was near enough to

great men to court them. You may be prudently

attached to great men, and yet independent. You
are not to do what you think wrong; and, Sir,

you arc to calculate, and not pay too dear for

iiat you get. You mufl not give a fhilling*s

worth of court for fix-pence-worth of good. But

if you can get a fhilling*s worth of good for fix-

cnce worth of court, you are a fool if you do not

pay court."

He faid, " If convents fhould be allowed at al),

they fhould only be retreats for perfons unable to

fcrvc the publick, or who have fcrved it. It is our

firfl duty to fcrvc focicty, and, after wc have done

H h 4 that.
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that, we may attend wholly to the falvation of our

own fouls. A youthful pafTion for abltra6led devo-

tion fhould not be encouraged."

I introduced the fubjed of fecond fight, and

Other myfterious manifeftations ; the fultilnnent of

which, I fuggefted might happen by chance. John-
son. " Yes, Sir ; but they have happened fo often,

that naankind have agreed to think them not

fortuitous.''

I talked to him a great deal of what I had (ccn

in Corfica, and of my intention to publifh an ac-

count of it. He encouraged me by faying, '' You
cannot go to the bottom of the fubjed j but all

that you tell us will be new to us. Give us as many
anecdotes as you can."

Our next meeting at the Mitre was on Saturday

the 15th of February, when 1 prefented to him my
old and moft intimate friend, the Reverend Mr,
Temple, then of Cambridge. I having mentioned

that I had palled fome time with RoufTeau in his

wild retreat, and having quoted fome remark made
by Mr, Wilkes, with whom I had fpent many
pleafant houj-s in Italy, Johnfon faid, (farcaftically,)

*Mt feems. Sir, you have kept very good com-
pany abroad, RoulTeau and Wilkes !" Thinking

it enough to defend one at a time, I faid nothing

as to my gay friend, but anfwercd with a fm.ile,

** My dear Sir, you don*t call RoulTeau bad com-
pany. Do you really think him a bad man ?"

Johnson. " Sir, if you are talking jeftingly of this,

I don't talk with you- If you mean to be ferious.,

I think him one of the worft of men -, a rafcaj,

who ought to be hunted out of focicty, as he has

been.
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been. Three or four nations have expelled him j

and it is a fhanne that he is protedled in this coun- JJ^^Tct!

try." BoswELL. " I don't deny, Sir, but that his

novel may, perhaps, do harm ; but I cannot think

his intention was bad." Johnson. " Sir, that

will not do. We cannot prove any man's inten-

tion to be bad. You may fhoot a man through

the head, and fay you intended to mifs him ; but

the Judge will order you to be hanged. An al-

ledged want of intention, when evil is committed,

will not be allowed in a court of judice. Roufleau,

Sir, is a very bad man. I would fooner fign a

fentence for his tranfportation, than that of any fe-

lon who has gone from the Old Bailey thefe many
years. Yes, I fliould like to have him work ia

the plantations." Boswell, " Sir, do you think

him as bad a man as Voltaire ?" Johnson. " Why,
Sir, it is difficult to fettle the proportion of iniquity

between them."

This violence feemed very ftrange to me, who
had read many of Roufleau's animated writings

with great pleafure, and even edification; had been

much pleafed with his fociety, and was juft come

from the Continent, where he was very generally

admired. Nor can I yet allow that he defcrves the

very fevere cenfure which Johnfon pronounced

upon him. His abfurd preference of favage to

civilifcd life, and other Angularities, are proofs ra-

ther of a defed in his underllanding, than of

any depravity in his heart. And notwichflanding

the unfavourable opinion which many worthy men
have cxprelTed of his " ProfeJJion de Foi du llcaire

rjoyard^** I cannot help admiriug it as tlie per-

formance
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formancc of a man full of fincere reverential Tub-

^i^t, ry, iriifTion to Divine Myftery, though befet with per-

plexing doubts; a ftate of mind to be viewed with

pity rather than with anger.

On his favourite fubje6l of fubordination, John-

fon faid, "' So far is it from being true that men
are naturally equal, that no two people can be half

an hour together, but one fhall acquire an evident

fuperiority over the other."

I mentioned the advice given us by philofophers,

to confole ourfelves, when diftreflfed or embarrafled,

by thinking of thofe who are in a worfe fituation

than ourfelves. This, I obferved, could not ap-

ply to all, for there muft be fome who have nobody

worfe than they are. Johnson. *' Why to be

fure. Sir, there are; but they don't know it.

There is no being fo poor and fo contemptible,

who does not think there is fomebody flill poorer,

and flill more contemptible."

As my ftay in London at this time was very

fliort, I had not many opportunities of being with

Dr. Johnfon ; but I felt my veneration for him in

no degree lefTened, by my having {ecn multorum

'hominura snores et iirhes. On the contrary, by hav-

ing it in my power to compare him with many of

the moft celebrated perfons of other countries, my
admiration of his extraordinary mind was increafed

and confirmed.

The roughnefs, indeed, which fometimes ap-

peared in his manners, was more fbriking to me
now, from my having been accullomed to the

fludied fmooth complying habits of the Continent s

and I clearly recognifed in him, not without re-

fped
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fpe(5b for his honeft confcientious zeal, the lame in-

dignant and farcaftical mode of treating every at-

tempt to unhinge or weaken good principles.

One evening, when a young gentleman teized

him with an account of the infidelity of his fer-

vant, who, he laid, would not believe the fcrip-

tures, becaufe he could not read them in the ori-

ginal tongues, and be lure that they were not in-

vented. " Why, foolifh fellov/, (faid Johnfon,) has

he any better authority for almoft every thing that

he believes?"

—

Boswell. "Then the vulgar. Sir,

never can know they are right, but muft fubmit them-

felvcs to the learned."

—

Johnson. " To be fure. Sir,

The vulgar are the children of the (late, and muft

be taught like children."—Bosw ll. "Th^n, Sir, a

poor Turk mud be a Mahometan, juft as a poot-

Englifliman muft: be a Chrift:ian?"

—

Johnson*

"Why, yes. Sir; and what then ? This now is

fiich ftufr as I ufed to talk to my mother, when I

firft: began to think myfcif a clever fellow ; and fhc

ought to have whipt me for it."

z\nother evening Dr. Goldfmirh and I called on

him, with the hope of prevailing on him to fup

v.ith us at the Mitre. We found him indifpofcd,

and refolved not to go abroad. " Come then,

(faid Goldfmith,) we will not go to the Mitre to-

night, fince we cannot have the big man with us.**

Johnfon then called for a bottle of port, of which

Goldfmith and I partook, while our friend, now a

water drinker, fat by us. Goldsmith. " I think,

Mr. Johnfon, you don't go near the theatres now.

You give yourfelf no more concern about a new

play, than if you had never had any thing to do

with
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with the flage.*' Johnson. " Why, Sir, our taftes

greatly alter. The lad does not care for the child's

rattle, and the old man does not care for the young

man's whore." Goldsmith. "Nay, Sir; but

your Mufe was not a whore." Johnson. " Sir,

I do not think (he was. But as we advance in the

journey of life, we drop fome of the things which

have pleafed us ; whether it be that we are fatigued

and don't choofe to carry fo many diings any far-

ther, or that we find other things which we like

better^" Boswell. " But, Sir, why don't you

give us fomething in Ibme other way ?" Gold-

smith. " Ay, Sir, we have a claim upon you."

Johnson. " No, Sir, I am not obliged to do any

more. No man is obliged to do as much as he

can do. A man is to have part of his life to him-

felf. If a foldier has fought a good many cam-

paigns, he is not to be blamed if he retires to eafe

and tranquillity. A phyfician, who has pradlifed

long in a great city, may be excufed if he retires to

a fm.all town, and takes lefs pradlice. Now, Sir,

the good I can do by my converfation bears the

fame proportion to the good I can do by my writ-

ings, that the pradlice of a phyfician, retired to a

fmall town, does to his pra6lice in a great city."

Boswell. " But I wonder. Sir, you have not more
pleafure in writing than in not writing-" Johnson*
*^ Sir, you may wonder."

He talked of making verfes, and obferved,

*^ The great difficulty is to know when you have

made good ones. When compofing, I have gene-

rally had them in my mind, perhaps fifty at a time,

walking up and down in my room -, and then I

have
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have written them dov/n, and often, from lazlnefs,

have written only half lines. I have written a hun-

dred lines in a day. I remember I wrote a hun-

dred lines of " The Vanity of human Wifhes" in

a day. DocVor, (turning to Goldfmith,) I am
not quite idle ; I made one line t'other day ; but

I made no more." Goldsmith. Let us hear it;

we'll put a bad one to it." Johnson. " No, Sir;

I have forgot it."

Such fpecimens of the eafy and playful converfa-

tion of the great Dr. Samuel Johnfon are, I think,

to be prized; as exhibiting the little varieties of a

mind fo enlarged and fo powerful when obje6ls of

confequence required its exertions, and as giving

116 a iiiinute knowledge of his character and modes

of thinking.

After I had been fome time in Scodand, I men-

tioned to him in a letter that " On my firfl: return

to my native country, after fome years of abfence,

I was told of a vaft number of my acquaintance

who were all gone to the land of forgetfulnefs, and

I found myfelf like a man flalking over a field of

battle, who every moment perceives fome one lying

dead." I complained of irrefolunon, and men-

tioned my having made a vow as a fecurity for

good condudl. 1 wrote to him again, without be-

ing able to move his indolence ; nor did I hear

from him till he had received a copy of my inaugu-

ral Exercife, or Thefes in Civil Law, which I pub-

liflied at my admifTion as an Advocate, as is the

cuftom in Scodand. He then wrote to mc as

follows

;

To
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^0 James Boswell, Efq,

'' Dear Sir,

" THE reception of your Thefis put mc
an nnind of my debt to you. Why did you * * *'

**********
8^ J ^j]j punilli you for it,

by telling you that your Latin wants corredlion ^

* The paflage omitted alluded to a private tranfa(5lion.

^ This cenfure of my Latin relates to the Dedication, which
was as follows

:

VIRO NOBILISSIMO, ORNATISSIM©,

J O A N N r,

VICECOMITI MOUNTSTUART,
ATAVIS EDITO REGIBUS

EXCELS^ FAMILI/E DE BUTE SPEI ALTERiE;
XAJJENTE SECULO,:

qUUM HOMINES NULLIUS ORIGINIS

GENUS JEQJJARE OPIBUS AGGREDIUNTUR,
SANGUINIS ANTIQUr ET ILLUSTRlS

SEMPER ME MORI,

NATALIUM SPLENDOREM VIRTUTIBUS AUGENTi:-
AD PUBLICA POPULI COMITIA

JAM LEGATO;
JNOPTIMATIUM VERO MAGN^ BRITANNIA SENATU,

JURE H^REDITARIO,
OLIM^CONSESSURO:

VIM INSITAM VARIA DOCTRINA PROMOVENTE,
NBC TAMEN SE VaNDITANTE,

PRiEDITO:

PRISCA FIDE, ANIMO LIBERRIMO,
ET MORUM ELEGANTIA

INSIGNI :

IN ITALIC VISITAND^ ITINERE,
SOCIO SUO HONORATISSIMO,

HASCE JURISPRUDENT!^ PRIMITIAS
UEVlWCTISSIMffi AMICITI^ ET OBSERVANTI^

MONUMENTUM,
D. D. C Q^

JACOBUS BOSWELU
^

In
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In the beginning, S-pei altera^ not to urge that it 176^^

fhould be primc€y is not grannmatical : altera fhould

be dte7'i» In the next line you feem to ufe genus

abfolutely, for what we cdW family^ that is, for illuf-

triotis extraction, I doubt without authority. Ho-

mines nullius originisy for Niillis orti majorihus, or,

Nullo loco nati, is, I am afraid, barbarous.—RuddU
man is dead.

" I have now vexed you enough, and will try

to pleafe you. Your refolution to obey your father

I fincerely approve ; but do not accuftom yourfelf

to enchain your volatility by vows : they will fome-.

time leave a thorn in your mind, which you will,

perhaps, never be able to extradl or ejedl. Take
this warning, it is of great importance.

" The ftudy of the law is what you very juftly

term it, copious and generous'; and in adding

•your name to its profeflbrs, you have done exa6lly

what I always wifhed, when I wifhcd you beft, I

hope that you will continue to purfue it vigoroufly

and conftantly. You gain, at leaft, what is no

fmall advantage, fecurity from thofe troublefome

and wearifome difcontents, which are always ob-

truding themfelves upon a mind vacant, unem-

ployed, and undetermined.

" You ought to think it no fmall inducement to

"diligence and perfeverancc, that they will pleafe

^our father. We all live upon the hope of pleafing

ThU alludci to th« firft fcntcncc of the Prottmium of my
JURMPIIVDENTIA Jludio tiulUm ubtriust nui-

i;un ^^i/uryiui : in Itj^ihus cnim tigiianJis, popularurn mores,

fl/ariajque fortuna 'vices ex quibus leges oriuntur, conttmpluri

finulfiUmui '

6 fomcbody

;
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fomebody ; and the pleafure of pleafing ought to

be greatell, and at laft always will be greateft, whcri

our endeavours are exerted in confequence of our

duty.

" Life is not long, and too nnuGh of it muft not

pafs in idle deliberation how it fhall be fpent ; de-

liberation, which thofe who begin it by prudence,

and continue it with fubtiky, muft, after long ex-

pence of thought, conclude by chance. To prefer

one future mode of life to another, upon juft rea-

fons, requires faculties which it has not pleafed our

Creator to give us.

"If, therefore, the profefTion you have chofen

has fome unexpected inconveniencies, confole your-

felf by refle6ling that no profeffion is without them

;

and that all the importunities and perplexities of

bufinefs are foftnefs and luxury, compared with

the inceflant cravings of vacancy, and the unfatis-

fadory expedients of idlenefs.

^ Hdccfunt qude noftrd potui te voce monere i

* Vadcy age'

" As to your Hiftory of Corfica, you have no

materials which others have not, or may not have.

You have, fomehow, or other, warmed your

imagination. I wifh there were fome cure, like

the lover's leap, for all heads of which fome fingle

idea has obtained an unreafonable and irregular pof-

felTion. Mind your own affairs, and leave the

Corficans to theirs. I am, dear Sir,

" Your moll humble fervant,

« London, Aug. 21, 1766, SaM. JohnSON."
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1766.

To Dj\ Samuel Johnson. ^JITTJ!

*^ Much ejleefned and dear Sir^

** Auchinleck, Nov. 6, 1766.

" I PLEAD not guilty to**********
* **************** *^

" Having thus, I hope cleared myfelf of the

charge brought agalnfl me, I prefume you will not

be difpleafed if I efcape the punifhnnent: which you

have decreed for me unheard. If you have dif-

charged the arrows of criticifm againft an innocent

man, you mud rejoice to find they have miflfed him,

or have not been pointed fo as to wound him.

" To talk no longer in allegory, 1 am, with all

deference, going to offer a few obfervations in de-

fence of my Latin, which you have found fault

with.

" You think I (hould have ufed^^/ frlmay in-

flead o{Jpei altera;, Spes is, indeed, often ufed to

exprefs fomething on which we have a future de-

pendence, as in Virg. Eclog. i. 1. 14,

modo namque gemellos

* Spem gregis ahftlice in nudd connixa reliquit,*

and inGeorg. iii. 1. 473,

* Spemque gregemquefimuL*

for the lambs and the flicep. Yet it is alfo ufed

to exprefs any thing on v, hich we have a prcfcnt

'* The paiTagc oraitccd explainc«t Uic v;.iiradion Co which the

preceding letter had ulluded.

Vol. I. I i dependence
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dependence, and is well applied to a man of di-

ftinguifhed influenec, our fupport, our refuge, our

jtrJfidium, as Horace calls Mgecenas. So, ^neid
xii. 1. 57, Queen Amata addrefles her fon-in-lavr

Turnus :—
* Spes tu nunc una i' and he was then no

future hope, for fhe adds.

decus imperiumque Latini

Te penes*

which might have been faid of my Lord Bute fbmc

years ago. Now I confider the prefent Earl of

Bute to be * Excelja fajnilia de Bute fpes prima 3'

and my Lord Mountiluart, as his elded fon, to

be ^ Jpes altera' So in ^neid xii. 1. 168, after

having mentioned Piater j^lneas, who was the pre-

Jent fpes, the reigning fpes, as my German friends

would fay, xhtjpes primay the poet adds,

^ Etjuxta AfcaniuSy magna fpes altera Roma*

*' You think altera ungrammatical, and yoU
tell me it ihould have been alteri. You mufl re-

colledl, that in old times alter was declined regu-

larly I and when the ancient fragments preferved

in the Juris Civilis Pontes were written, it was cer-

tainly declined in the way that I ufe it. This> I

iliould think, may proted a lawyer who writes

altera in a differtation upon part of his own feience.

But as I could hardly venture to quote fragments

of old law to fo clalTical a man as Mr. Johnfon^

I have not made an accurate fearch into thefe re-

mains, to find examples of what I am able to pro-

du<:c
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duce in poetical compofition. We find in Plaut. '7^^-

Rudens, afliii. fcene4, ^tmTT^

' Nam huic altera patria quafit profeBo nejcio.^

Plautus is, to be fure, an old comick writer : but

in the days of Scipio and Lelius, we find, Terent,

Heautondm. a6l ii. fcene 3,

hoc ipfa in itinere alterse

Dum narraty forte audivi,*

*^ You doubt my having authority for ufing

genus abfolutely, for what we call family, that is,

for illuftrious extraction. Now I take genus in Latin,

to have much the fame fignification with birth in

Englifh ; both in their primary meaning expref-

fing fimply defcent, but both made to ftand x«t'

%JoX*^», for noble defcent. Genus is thus ufed ia

Hor. lib. ii. Sat. v. 1. 8,

" Et genus et virtus, nifi cum re, vilior alga efl^

And in lib. i. Epift. vi. 1. 37,

^ Et genus etformam Regina pecunia donat*

And in the celebrated conteH: between Ajax and

Ulyfles, Ovid's Metamorph. lib. xiii. 1. 140,

* Nam genus et proavosy et qu£ non fecimus ipft^

• Vix ea nofira voco.*

** Homines nullius originisy for 7iullis orti majorihus,

mllo loco ttati, is, " you arc afraid, barbarous."

I i 2 Origo
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1766. Origo is ufed to fignify extraction, as in Virg.

^ST^ ^ncid i. 286,

* Nqfcetur pukhrd 'Trcjanus origine Cajar^

and iniEneid x* 1. 618,

^ Ilk tamen noftrd deducit origine nom^Ui

and as nullus is ufed for obfcure, is it not in the

genius of the Latin language to write nullius originis^i

for obfcure extraftion ?

" I have defended nnyfelf as well as I could.

" Might I venture to differ from you with re-

gard to the utility of vows ? I am fenfible that it

would be very dangerous to make vows ralhly, and

without a due confideration. But I cannot help

thinking that they may often be of great advantage

to one of a variable judgement and irregular in-

clinations. I always remember a pafTage in one

of your letters to our Italian friend Baretti, where

talking of the monaftick life, you fay you do noC

wonder that ferious men fhould put themfelves un-

der the protection of a religious order, when they

have found how unable they are to take care of

themfelves. For my own part, without affecting

to be a Socrates, I am fure I have a more than or-

dinary ftruggle to maintain with the Evil Principle y

and all the methods I can devife are little enough

to keep me tolerably ileady in the paths of rec-

titude. *******
*^ I am ever, with the highefl veneration,

" Your affedionate humble fervant,

« James Boswell."

4 i^
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It appears from Johnfon's diary, that he was this

year at Mr. Thrale*.s, from before Midfummer till ^TJ^

after Michaelmas, and that he afterwards palTed a

month at Oxford. He had then contraded a great

intimacy with Mr. Chambers of that Univerfity,

now Sir Robert Chambers, one of the Judges in

India.

He publifhed nothing this year in his own
name ; but the noble dedication * to the King, of

Gwyn*s " London and Weflminfter Improved,"

was written by him ; and he furnifhed the Pre-

face,f and feveral of the pieces, which compofe a

volume of Mifcellanies by Mrs. Anna Williams,

the blind lady who had an afylum in his houfe.

Of thefc, there are his " Epitaph on Philips i*'*

" Tranflation of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas
Hanmerf" " FriendOiip, an Ode;*" and, "The
Ant,*" a paraphrafe from the Proverbs, of which

I have a copy in his own hand-writing; and, from

internal evidence, I afcribe to him, " To Mifs

> on her giving the Authour a gold and filk net-

work Purfe of herown weavingjf" and, "The happy

Life.f"—Mod of the pieces in this volume have

evidently received additions from his fuperiour pen,

particularly " Vcrfes to Mr. Richardfon, on his

Sir Charles Grandifon i" ** The Excurfion ,'*

" Reflections on a Grave digging in Weflminfter

Abbey." There is in this collection a poem " On
the Death of Stephen Grey, the EleClrician ;*"

which, on leading it, appeared to me to be un-

doubtedly Johnfon*s. 1 afked Mrs, Williams

whether it was not his. " Sir, (faid flie, with

fonnc warmth,) I wrote that poem before I haJ

1 i i K^^
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the honour of Dr. Johnfon*s acquaintance." T,

however, was fo much inapreffed with my firft

notion, that I mentioned it to Johnfon, repeating,

at the fame time, what Mrs. Williams had faid.

His anfwer was, " It is true, Sir, that flie wrote

it before fhe was acquainted with me ; but Ihe has

not told you that I wrote it all over again, except

two lines." " The Fountains,!" a beautiful lit-

tle Fairy tale in profe, v/ritten with exquifite fim-

plicity, is one of Johnfon's productions -, and I

cannot with-hold from Mrs. Thrale the praife of

being the authour of that admirable poem, " Thq
Three Warnings."

He wrote this year a letter not intended for pub-

lication, which has, perhaps, as ftrong marks of his

fentiment and ftyle, as any of his compofitions.

The original is in my polfelTion. It is addreffed

to the late Mr. William Drummond, bookfeller in

Edinburgh, a gentleman of good family, but fmall

eilatc, who took arms for the houfe of Stuart in

1745 ' ^^^ during his concealment in London till

the act of general pardon came out, obtained the

acquaintance of Dr. Johnfon, who juftly efteemed

him as a very worthy man. It feems, fome of

the members of the fociety in Scotland for propa-

gating Chriftian knowledge, had oppofedthe fcheme

of tranflating the holy fcriptures into the Erfe or

Gaelick language, from political confiderations of

t\-\c difadvantage of keeping up the diftinclion

between the Highlanders and the other inhabitants

of North-Britain. Dr. Johnfon being inform.ed of

this, I fuppofe by Mr. Drummond, wrote with a

generous indignation as follows

;
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1766.

*

Tb Mr. William Drummond. V ^" ^

Atat. 57.

Sir,

"I DID not expert to hear that it could be,

in an afiembly convened for the propagation of

Chriflian knowledge, a queflion whether any nation

uninftrucled in religion fhould receive inftrudion;

or whether that inftru(5lion fhould be imparted to

them by a tranflation of the holy books into their

own language. If obedience to the will of God
be neceflary to happinefs, and knowledge of his

will be neceflary to obedience, I know not how he

that with- holds this knowledge, or delays it, can

be faid to love his neighbour as himfelf. He, that

voluntarily continues ignorance, is guilty of all the

crimes which ignorance produces ; as to him that

fliould extinguifh the tapers ofa light-houfe, might

juflly be imputed the calamities of fhipwrecks.

Chriftianity is the highcft perfeftion of humanity;

and as no man is good but as he wiflies the good of

others, no man can be good in the highcfl: degree,

who wifhes not to others thelargeft meafures of the

greateft good. To omit for a year, or for a day,

the mod efficacious method of advancing Chrif-

tianity, in compliance with any purpofes that ter-

minate on this fide of the grave, is a crime ofwhich

I know not that the world has yet had an example,

except in .the pradice of the planters of America,

a race of mortals whom, I fuppofe, no other man
wifhes to refemble.

" The Papifts have, indeed, denied to the laity

the ufe of the bible -, but this prohibition, in few

I i 4
^' places
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places now very rigoroufly enforced, is defended

by Arguments, which have for their foundation the

care of fouls. To obfcure, upon motives merely

political; the light of revelation, is a pra6lice re-

served foi: the reformed j and, furely, the blackeft

midnight of popery is meridian funfhine to fuch a

reformation. I am not very willing that any lan-

guage Ihould be totally extinguiflied. The fimili-

tude and derivation of languages afford the mod
indubitable proof of the tradudion of nations, and

the genealogy of mankind. They add often phy-

fical certainty to hiflorical evidence ; and often fup-

ply the only evidence of ancient migrations, and

of the revolutions of ages which left no written mo-
numents behind them.

" Every man's opinions^ at kaft his defires, are

a little influenced by his favourite ftudies. My
zeal for languages may feem, perhaps, rather

over-heated, even to thofe by whom I defire to be

well-efteemed. To thofe who have nothing in

their thoughts but trade or policy, prefent power,

or prefent money, I fhould not think it neceffary

to defend my opinions -, but with men of letters I

would not unwillingly compound, by wifhing the

continuance of every language, however narrow in

its extent, or however incommodious for common
purpofes, till it is repofited in fome verfion of a

known book, that it may be always hereafter ex-

amined and compared with other languages, and

then permitting its difufe. For this purpofe, thq

tranflationof the bible is moft to be defired. It is

not certain that the fame method will not preferve

the Highland language, for the purpofes oflearning,

and
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and aboliili It from daily life. When the High-
landers read the Bible, they will naturally wifh to

have its obfcurities cleared, and to know the hif-

tor)% collateral or appendant. Knowledge always

defires increale : it is like fire, which muft firft be

kindled by fome external agent, but which will

afterwards propagate itfelf. When they once de-

fire to learn, they will naturally have recourfe to

the ncareft language by which that defire can be

gratified j and one will tell another that if he would

attain knowledge, he mull learn Englifli.

" This fpeculation may, perhaps, be thought

more fubtle than the grolTnefs of real life will eafily

admit. Let it, however, be remembered, that

the efficacy of ignorance has been long tried, and

has not produced the confequcnce expected. Let
knowledge, therefore, takes its turn; and let the

patrons of privation (land awhile afide, and admit

the operation of pofitive principles.

You will be plcafed. Sir, to afllire the worthy

man who is employed in the new tranflation, that

he has my wifhes for his fuccefs ; and if here or at

Oxford I can be. of any ufe, that I Ihall think it

more than honour to promote his undertaking.

" 1 am forty that I delayed fo long to write.

*'* 1 am. Sir,

" Your mofl humble fervant,

«* Johnfon's-court, Fleet-llrccr, SaM. Johnson."*
A\y^. 13, 1766.

The opponents of this pious fcheme being made
afliamed of their condu(5V, the benevolent under-

taking was allow(;d to go on.

The
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1766. xhe following letters, though not written till

^j^j^ -.^ the year after, being chiefly upon the fame fubje6b,

are here inferted.

'^0 Mr, William Drummond.

*' Dear Sir,

<« THAT my letter fhould have had fuch
'

effects as you mention, gives me great pleafure,

I hope you do not flatter me by imputing to me
more good than I have really done. Thofe whom
my arguments have perfuaded to change their opi-

nion, fnow fuch modeily and candour as deferve

great praife.

*' I ,hope the worthy tranOator goes diligently

forward. He has a higher rev^ard in profpe6(:, than

any honours v/hich this world can bcilovv. I wifli I

could be ufeful to him.

" The publication of my letter, if it could be
' of ufe in a caiiie to which all other caufes are no-

thing, I fliould not prohibit. But firil, I would

have you confidcr v;hether the publication v^ill

really do any good ; next, whether by printing

and didributing a very fmall number, you may
not attain ail that you propofe; and, what per-

haps I fnould have faid firft, whether the letter,

which I do not now perfectly remember, be fit to

^e printed.

" If you can confult Dr. Robertfon, to whom I

am a little known, I fhall be fatisfied about the

propriety of whatever he Ihall diredl. U he thinks

that it fnould be printed, 1 entreat him to revifc

it 3 tiiere may, perhaps, be fome negligent lines

written.
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written, and whatever is amifs, he knows very 1766.

well how to redify \ ^~-^—'

" Be pleafed to let me know, from time to

time, how this excellent defign goes forward.

** Make my compliments to young Mr. Drum-
mond, whom I hope you will live to fee fuch as

you defire him.

*^ I have not lately feen Mr. Elphinfton, but be-

lieve him to be profperous. I fnall be glad to hear

the fame of you, fori am. Sir,

" Your affedionate humble fervant,

«' Johnfon's-coart, Fleet-ftreet, SaM. ToHNSON.'*
April 21, 1767.

T'o the Jame,

''Sir,

" I RETURNED this wcck from the country,

fcer an abfence of near fix months, and found

your letter, with many others, which I fhould have

anfvvered fooner, if I had fooner feen them.

" Dr. Robertfon's opinion was furely right.

Men fhould not be told of the faults which they

have mended. I am glad the old language is

taught, and honour the tranflator as a man whom
God has dirtingulflied by the high office of propa-

gating his word.

** 1 mud take the liberty of engaging you in an

office of charity. Mrs. Hcely, the wife of Mr.

' This paragraph fhcws Johnfon's real cftimation of the

viid racier and abilities of the celebrated Scott ifh fliftorian,

however lii^htly, in a raoincai of caprice, lie may have fpokcn

i hi» works.

Ilccly,
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Hcrly, who had lately fome ofHce in your theatrr,

^^!^y^, is my near relation, and now in great diftrefs.

They wrote nne word of their fituation fonne time

ago, to which I returned them an anfwer which

raifed hopes of more than it is proper for me to

give them. Their reprefentation of their affairs

I have difcovered to be fuch as cannot be trufted ;

and at this diftance, though their cafe requires

hafte, I know not how toad. She, or her daugh-

ters, may be heard of at Canongate Head. I

muft beg, Sir, that you will enquire after them,

and let me know what is to be done. I am willing

to go to ten pounds, and will tranfmit you fuch a

fum, if upon examination you find it likely to be

ofufe. If they are in immediate want, advance

them what you think proper. What I could do,

I would do for the women, having no great reafon

to pay much regard to Heely himfelf '^.

" I believe you may receive fome intelligence

from Mrs. Baker, of the theatre, whofe letter I

received at the fame time with yoursj and to whom,
if you fee her, you will make my excufe for the

feeming negled: of anfwering her.

" Whatever you advance within ten pound$

fhall be immediately returned to you, or paid as

you fhall order. I truil: wholly to your judgement.
'^ I am, Sir, &c.

•* London, Johnfon's-court, Fleet- Sam. JohkSON/*
ftreer. Oft. 24, 1767.

* This is the perfon concerning whom Sir John Hawkins has

thrown out very unwarrantable refleftions both againft Dr. John-
ibti and Mr. Francis Barbg:.

Mr.
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Mr. Cuthbert Shaw^ alike diftinguiflied by his ^7^^-

genius, misfortunes, and mifcondud, publifhed ^at^. 57-

this year a poem, called " The Race, by Mercu-

rius Spur, Efq." in which he whimfically made

the living poets of England contend for pre-

eminence of fame by running :

'* Prove by their heels the prowefs of the head."

In this poem there was the following portrait of

Johnfon

:

** Here Johnfon comes,—unblefl with outward

grace,

•' His rigid morals flamp'd upon his face.

" While ftrong conceptions ftruggle in his brain;

** (For even wit is brought to-bed with pain :)

** To view him, porters with their loads would reft,

" And babes cling frighted to the nurfe's bread.

" With looks convulsed he roars in pompous ftrain,

*' And, like an angry lion, fhakes his mane.

" The Nine, with terrour ftruck, who ne*er had leen,

*' Aught human with fo horrible a mien,

" Debating whether they fhould ftay or run,

" Virtue fteps forth, and claims him for her fon.

" With gentle fpeech (lie warns him now to yield,

" Nor ftain his glories in the doubtful field ;

" But wrapt in confcious worth, content fit down,
" Since Fame, refolv'd his various pleas to crown,

" Though forc'd his prefent claim to difavow,

*< Had long referv'd a chaplet for his brow.

" He bows, obeys ; for Time fhall firft expire,

" Ere Johnfon (lay, when Virtue bids retire."

* Sec an accouDt of him in ihe Eurcpcan Magazine, Jan. 1 786.

The
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The Honourable Thomas Hervcy and his lad/

"^^{^.y] having unhappily difagreed, and being about to

feparate, Johnfon interfered as their friend, and

wrote him a lectcr of expoftulation, which I have

not been able to find; but the fubftance of it is

afcertained by a letter to Johnfon, in anfwer to it,

which Mr. Hervey printed. The occafion of this

correfpondence between Dr. Johnfon and Mr,

Hervey, was thus related to me by Mr. Beauclerk.

*^ Tom Hervey had a great liking for Johnfon,

and in his will had left him a legacy of fifty pounds.

One day he fald to me, ^ Johnfon may want this

money now, more than afterwards. I have a mind

to give it him diredly. Will you be fo good as

to carry a fifty pound note from me to him ?' This

I pofitively refufed to do, as he might, perhaps,

have knocked me down for infuking him, and

have afterwards put the note in his pocket. But

I fald, if Hervey would write him a letter, and en-

clofe a fifty pound note, I ihould take care to deli-

ver it. He accordingly did write him a letter,

mentioning that he was only paying a legacy a little

fooner. To his letter he added, ^ P. S, I am going

to fart vjith 7ny wife* Johnfon then wrote to

him, faying nothing of the note, but remonftrating

with him againft parting with his wife."

When I mentioned to Johnfon this llory, in as

delicate terms as I could, he told me that the fifty

pound note was given to him by Mr. Hervey in

conlideration of his having written for him a pam-
phlet againft Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, who,

Mr. Hervey imagined, was the authour of an

attack upon him j but that it was afterwards dif-=

covered
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^covered to be the work of a garretteer, vvlio v/rotc

** The Fool:*' fo the pamphlet againft Sir Charles ^atT^^
was not printed.

In February, 1767, there happened one of the

moft remarkable incidents of Johnfon's life, which

gratified his monarchical enthufiafm, and which he

loved to relate with all its circumdances, when re-

quefted by his friends. This was his being ho-

'hdured by a private converfation with his Majefly,

in the library at the Queen's houfe. He had fre-

quently vifited thofe fplendid rooms and ncble col-

le6lion of books ^, which he ufed to fay was m.orc

numerous and curious than he fuppofed any perfon

could have made in the time which the King had

employed. Mr. Barnard, the librarian, took care

that he fliould have every accommodation that

could contribute to his eafe and convenience, while

indulging his literary tafte in that place; fo that he

had here a very agreeable rcfource atleifure hours.

His Majcfly having been informed of his occa-

fional vifits, was pleafed to fignify a defire that he

(hould be told when Dr. Johnfon came next to the

library. Accordingly, the next time that Johnfon

did come, as foon as he was fairly engaged with a

book, on which, while he fat by the fire, he fccmed

quite intent, Mr. Barnard dole round to the apart-

• Dr. Johnfon had the honour of contributing his aflirtance to^

- Trds the formation of this library ; for I have read a long let-

^i from him to Mr. Barnard, giving the moll mafterly inftruc-

tions on the fubjcA. I uilhcd much to have gratified my readers

Viih the pcrufal of this letter, and have rcafon to think that his

^ajcfty wouH have been gracioufly pleafed to permit its publica-

tion; But Mr. Barnnrd, to whcm 1 applied, declined it ** on
hii own account,

"

6 mcnc
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1766. ment where the King was, and, in obedience to

iitau 57.
^^^ Majefly's conamands, mentioned that Dr.

Johnfon was then in the library. His Majefty faid

he was at leifure, and would go to hinn j upon

which Mr. Barnard took one of the candles that

flood on the King's table, and lighted his Majefty

through a fuite of rooms, till they came to a private

door into the library, of which his Majefty had the

key. Being entered, Mr. Barnard ftepped forward

haftily to Dr. Johnfon, who was ftill in a profound

ftudy, and whifpered him, " Sir, here is the King."

Johnfon ftarted up, and ftood ftill. His Majefty

approached him, and at once was courteoufly

eafy ^.

7 The particulars of this converfatlon I have been at great pains

to colleft with the utmoft authenticity, from Dr. Johnfon's own
detail to myfelf; from Mr. Langton, who was prefent when
he gave an account of it to Dr. Jofeph Warton, and feveral

other friends, at Sir Jofhua Reynolds's ; from Mr. Barnard

;

from the copy of a letter written by the late Mr. Strahan the

printer, to Bifnop Warburton ; and from a minute, the original

of which is among the papers of the late Sir James Caldwell,

and a copy of which was moft obligingly obtained for me from

bis fon Sir John Caldwell, by Sir Francis Lumm. To all thefc

gentlemen I beg leave to make ray grateful acknowledgements,

and particularly to Sir Francis Lumm, who was pleafed to take a

great deal of trouble, and even had the minute laid before the

King by Lord Caermarthen, now Duke of Leeds, then one of his

Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State, who announced to Sir

Francis the Royal pleafure concerning it by a letter, in thefe

words :
** I have the King's commands to aflure you. Sir, how

fenfible his Majefty is of your attention in communicating the

minute of the converfation previous to its publication. As there

appears no objedion to your complying with Mr. Bofwell's wilhes

on the fubjed, you are at full liberty to deliver it to that gentle-

man, to make fuch ufe of in his Life of Dr. Johnfon, as he may
think proper."

His
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His Majcfty began by obferving, that he under- ^7^7-

ftood he canne fometimes to the library; and then ^J^Jf^
mentioning his having heard that the Do6tor had

been lately at Oxford, alked him if he was not

fond of going thither. To which Johnfon an-

fwered, that he was indeed fond of going to Ox-
ford ibmetimes, but was likewife glad to come

back again. The King then aflced him what they

were doing at Oxford. Johnfon anfwered, lie

could not much commend tlieir diligence, but that

in ibme refpedls they were mended, for they had

put their prefs under better regulations, and were

at that time printing Polybius. He was then

afked whether there were better libraries at Oxford

or Cambridge. He anfwered, he believed the

Bodleian was larger than any they had at Cambridge;

at the fame time adding, '^ I hope, whether wc
have more books or not than they have at Cam-
bridge, we fhall make as good ufe of them as they

dp." Being alked whether All-Souls or Chrifl:-

Church library was the largeft, he anf.vered, " All-

Souls library is the largefl we have, except the

Bodleian." " Aye, (faid the King,) that is the

pLiblick library.'*

His Majefty enquired if he was then writing

any thing. He anfwered, he was not, for he had

pretty well told the world what he knew, and mull

now read to acquire more knowledge. The King,

as it Ihould fecm wich a view to urge him to rely

on his own (lores as an original writer, and to con-

tinue his labours, then faid " I do not think you

borrow much from any body." Johnfon faid, he

thought he had already done his part as a writer.

Vol. I. K k "I HioulJ
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" I fhould have thought fo too, (faid the King,)

if you had not written fo well/'—^Johnfon obferved

to nae, upon this, that " No man could have paid

a handfomer compliment; and it was fit for a

King to pay. It was decifive." When afked by

another friend, at Sir Jofhua Reynolds*s, whether

he made any reply to this high compliment, he

anfwered, " No, Sir. When the King had faid

it, it was to be fo. It was not for me to bandy

civilities with my fovereign." Perhaps no man
who had fpent his whole life in courts could have

Ihewn a more nice and dignified fenfe oftrue polite-

nefs, than Johnfon did in this inftance.

His Majefty having obferved to him that he fup-

pofed he mud have read a great deal ; Johnfon

anfwered, that he thought more than he read ; that

he had read a great deal in the early part of his

life, but having fallen into ill health, he had not

been able to read much, compared with others:

fbr inftance^, he faid he had not read much com-
pared with Dr. Warburton. Upon which the

King faid, that he heard Dr. Warburton was a m^an

of fuch general knowledge^, that you could fcarce

talk with him on any fubjedl on which he was not

qualified to fpeak ; and that his learning refembled

Garrick^s ading, in its univerfality^. His Majeily

then talked of the controverfy between Warburton
and Lowth, which he feemed to have read, and

afked Jc^nfon what he thought of it. Johnfon

7 The Reverend Mr. Strahan clearly rccolleifts having been told

by Johnfon, that the King obferved that Pope made War-

burton a Bifhop. " True^ Sir, (faid Johnfon,) but Warburton

did nxre for Pope j he made him a Chriftian ;" alluding, no

doubt, to his ingenious Comments on the *' Effay on Man,"

6 anfwered^
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anfv/ered, " Warburton has mod general, moft 1767.

fcholaftick learning i Lowth is the more corredt ^^"" ^
fcholar. I do not know which of them calls names ' ^

beft." The King was pleafed to fay he was of

the fame opinion j adding, *^ You do not think

then, Dr. Johnfon, that there was much argument in

the cafe.*' Johnfon faid, he did not think there was.

" Why truly, (faid the King,) when once it comes

to calling names, argument is pretty well at an end."

His Majefty then alked him what he thought of

Lord Lyttelton*s hiftory, which was then juft pub-

liihed. Johnfon faid, he thought his ftyle pretty

good, but that he had blamed Henry the Second

rather too much. " Why, (faid the King,) they

feldom do thefe things by halves." " No, Sir,

(anfwered Johnfon,) not to Kings.'* But fearing

to be mifunderftood, he proceeded to explain him-

fclfi and immediately fubjoined, *^ That for thofc

"who fpoke worfe of Kings than they deferved, he

could find no excufe -, but that he could more eafily

conceive how fome might fpeak better of them

than they deferved, without any ill intention ; for,

as Kings had much in their power to give, thofe

who were favoured by them would frequently,

from gratitude, exaggerate their praifes ; and as

this proceeded from a good motive, it was certainly

excufeable, as far as errour could be cxcufeable."

The King then alked him what he thought of *"

Dr. Hill. Johnfon anfwered, that he was an Inge*

nious man, but had no veracity i and immediately

mentioned, as an inftancc of it, an aflertion of that

iter, that he had feen obje6ts magnified to a

much greater degree by ufing three or four micro-

fcopes at a lime, than by ufing one. " Now,
K k 2 (added
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(added Johnfon,) every one acquainted with micro-'

Mtu^ «8. ^c^P^s knows, that the fnore of them he looks-

through, the lefs the objed will appear." " Why^
(replied the King,) this is not only telling an un-

truth, but telHng it clumfily ; for, if that be the

cafe, every one who can look through a microfcope

will be able to detect him/'

" I now, (faid Johnfon to his friends, when re-

lating what had palTed,) began to confider that I

was depreciating this man in the eftimation of his

fovereign, and thought it was time for me to fay

fomething that might be more favourable/' He
added, therefore, that Dr. Hill was, notwithftand-

ing, a very curious obferver; and if he would have

been contented to tell the world no more than he

knew, he might have been a very confider^ble

man, and needed not to have recourfe to fuch

mean expedients to raife his reputation.

The Kmg then talked of literary journals, mien-

rioned particularly the Journal des Savans^ and a/ked

Johnfon if it was well done. Johnfon faid, it

was formerly very well done, and gave fome ac-

count of the perfons who began it, and' carried it

on for fome years \ enlarging at the fame time, on

the nature and ufe of fuch works. The King alkcd

him if it was well done now. Johnfon anfwercd,

he had no reafon to think that it was. The King

then afked him if there were any other literary

journals publifhed in thrs kingdom, except the

Monthly and Critical Reviews ; and on being an-

fwercd there v/ere no other, his Majefly aflved

which of them was the bed : Johnfon anfwered,

that the Monthly Review was done with mofl care,

the Critical upon the bell principlesi addirrg, rha^
•

the
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the authours of the Monthly Review were enemies 1767.

to the Church. This the King faid he was forry
^^Etat^ct!

to hear.

The converfation next turned on the Philofo-

phical Tranfaftions, when Johnfon obferved, that

they had now a better method of arranging their

materials than formerly. " Aye, (faid the King,)

they are obhged to Dr. Johnfon for that ;" for his

Majeflry had h<?ard and remembered the circum-

/lance, which Johnfon himfclf had forgor.

His Majefty exprefied a defire to have the lite-

rary biography of this country ably executed, and

propofed to Dr. Johnfon to undertake it. Johnfon

fignifted his readinefs to comply with his M'4Jeity's

"w idles.

During the whole of this interview, Johnfon

talked to his Majefty with profound refped, but

ftill in his firm m.anly manner, with a fonorous

voice, and never in that fubdued tone which is

commonly ufed at the levee and in the drawing-

room. After the King withdrew, Johnfon fhewed

himfelf highly plcafed with his Majefty*s conver-

fation and gracious b^-haviour. He faid to Mr.

Barnard, " Sir, they may talk of the King as they

ill; but he is the fined gentleman i have ever

ken." And he afterwards obferved to Mr. Lang-

ton, " Sir, his manners are thofe of as fine a gen-

tleman as we may fuppofe Lewis the Fourteenth or

Charles the Second."

At Sir Jofhua Reynolds's, where a circle of

Johnfon-s friends was collccftcd round him to hear

his account of this memorable converflition. Dr.

Jofcph Warton, in his frank and lively manner,

K k 3 was
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^^^"* was very adive in prefTing him to mention the par-

Mm. 58. ticuiars. " Come now. Sir, this is an interefting

matter ; do favour us with it." Johnfon, with

great good humour, complied.

He told them, " I found his Majefty wifhed I

fhould talk, and I made it my bufinefs to talk. I

find it does a man good to be talked to by his

fovereign. In the firil place, a man cannot be in

a palTion
—

" Here Tome queftion interrupted

him, which is to be regretted, as he certainly

would have pointed out and illuftrated many cir-

cumiftances of advantage, from being in a fituation,

where the pov/ers of the mind are at once excited

to vigorous exertion, and tempered by reverential

awe.

During all the time in which Dr. Johnfon was

employed in relating to the circle at Sir Jofliua

Reynolds's the particulars of what paiTed between

the King and him. Dr. Goldfmith remained un-

moved upon a fopha at fome diflance, affeding

not to join in the lead in the eager curiofity of the

company. He afligned as a reafon for his gloom

and feeming inattention, that he apprehended John-

fon had relinquiflied his purpofe of furnifhing him

with a Prologue to his play, with the hopes of

which he had been flattered ; but it was flrongly

fufpe^led that he was fretting with chagrin and envy

at the fingular honour Dr. Johnfon had lately en-

joyed. At length, the franknefs and fimplicity of

his natural chara6ler prevailed. He fprung from

the fopha, advanced to Johnfon, and in a kind of

flutter, from imagining himfdf in the fituation

which.he had juil been hearing defcribed, exclaimed,

" Well,
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" Well, you acquitted yourfelf in this converfation '" ^7-

better than I fhould have done ; for I fliould have jEtat. 58,

bowed and flannmered through the whole of it."

I received no letter from Johnfon this year ; nor

have I difcovered any of the correfpondence ^ he

had, except the two letters to Mr. Drummond,
which have been inferted, for the fake of connection

with that to the fame gentleman in 1766. His

diary affords no light as to his employment at this

time. He palled three months at Lichfield -, and

I cannot omit an aff*e6ling and folemn fcene there,

as related by himfclf

:

"Sunday, Od. 18, 1767. Yefterday, 061. 17,

at about ten in the morning, I took my leave for

ever of my dear old friend, Catherine Chambers,

who came to live with my mother about 1724, and

has been but little parted from us fi.nce. She buried

my father, my brother, and my mother. She is

now fifty-eight years old.

" I defired all to withdraw, then told her that

we were to part for ever^ that as Chriflians, we

fhould part with prayer ; and that I would, if fhe

was willing, fay a fhort prayer befide her. She

cxpreflcd great defire to hear me ; and held up her

poor hands, as fhe lay in bed, with great fervour,

while I prayed, kneeling by her, nearly in the fol-

lowing words :

• It is proper here to mention, that when I fpcak of his corre-

fpondence, 1 confidcr it independent of the voluminous coUc^ion

of letters which, in the courfc of many years, be wrote to Mrs.

Thralc, which forms a feparate part of his works; and as a

proof of the high cllimation fet on any thing which came from

his pen, was fold by that lady for the fura of five hundrctl

pouiKis.

K I'
I "Almight)'
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17^7. (c Almighty and mod merciful Father, whofe

*JEm71s, Moving kindnefs is over all thy works, behold, vifit,

and relieve this thy fervant, who is grieved with

ficknefs. Grant that the fenle of her weaknefs

may add ftrength to her faith, and ferioufnefs to

her repentance. And grant that by the help of thy

Holy Spirit, after the pains and labours of this

Ihort lii-e, we may ail obtain everlafting happinefs,

through Jesus Christ our Lord ; for whofe fake

hear our prayers. Amen. Our Father, &c.
" I then kiiTed her. She told me, that to part

was the greatefl pain that fhe had ever felt, and

that flie hoped we fliould meet again in a better

place. I exprefled, v/ith Iwelled eyes, and great

emotion of tendernefs, the fame hopes. We
kiiTed, and parted. I humbly hope to meet again,

and to part no more^.'-

By thofe who have been taught to look upon

Johnfon as a man of a harfh and ftern charader,

let this tender and affe6lionate fcene be candidly

read ; and let them then judge v/hether more

warmth of heart, and grateful kindnefs, is often

found in human nature.

We have the followinof notice in his devotional

record

:

^^ AugUil: 2, 1767. I have been diflurbed and

unfettled for a long time, and have been without

refolution to apply to ftudy or to bufinefs, being

hindered by fudden fnatches ^'*

He, however, furnifhed Mr. Adams with a

Dfdication* to the King of that ingenious gentle-

» Prayers and Meditations, p. 77 and 78. * Ibid. p. 75,

man's
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man's " Treatife on the Globes," conceived and '7^7-

exprcfled in fuch a manner as could not fail to be .^Etat. <\m

very grateful to a Monarch, diftinguifbcd for his

love of the fciences.

This year was publiflied a ridicule of his flyle,

under the title of *' Lexiphanes." Sir John
Hawkins afcribes it to Dr. Kenrick; but its au-

thour was one Campbell, a Scotch purfer in the

navy. The ridicule confided in applying Johnfon's

*' words of large meaning," to infignificant mat-

ters, as if one fhould put the armour of Goliath

upon a dwarf. The contrafl m/ight be laughable j

but the dignity of the armour mud remain the

lame in all confiderate minds. This malicious

drollery, therefore, it may eafily be fuppofed, could

do no harm to its illuftrious objedt.

It appears from his notes of the (late of his mind*, j^^^^^ „

that he fuffered great perturbation and diflraclion

in 1768. Nothing of his writing was given to

the publick this year, except the Prologue* to his

friend Goldfmith's comedy of " The Good-natured

Man." The firft lines of this Prologue are (Irongly

charaderiftical of the difmal gloom of his mind ;
'

wiiich in his cafe, as in the cafe of all who are

cJiftrefTcd with the fame malady of imagination,

transfers to others its own feelings. Who could fup-

pofc was to introduce a comedy, when Mr. Bcnfley

iOlcmnly began,

" Prefs'd with the load of life, the weary mind

V Surveys the general toil of human kind.'*

ULUliL ild, p. 81.

but
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1768. but this dark ground might make Goldfmith's hu-

^ZEutTT^ mour Ihine the more.

In the fpring of this year, having publifhed my
*' Account of Corfica, with the Journal of a Tour
to that Ifland," I returned to London, very defir-

ous to fee Dr. Johnfon, and hear him upon the fub-

je<5t. 1 found he was at Oxford, with his friend

Mr. Chambers, who was now Vinerian Profeffor,

and lived in New Inn Hall. Having had no letter

from him fince that in which he criticifed the Latinity

of my Thefis, and having been told by fomebody

that he was offended at my having put into my
book an extract of his letter to me at Paris, I was

impatient to be with him, and therefore followed

him to Oxford, where I was entertained by Mr.
Chambers, Vv^ith a civility which I iliall ever grate-

fully remember. I found that Dr. Johnfon had

fent a letter to n\c to Scotland, and that I had no-

thing to coinplain of but his being more indifferent

to my an^ciety than I wiflied him to be. Inftead

of giving, v.'ith the circumftances of time and place,

fuch fragments of his converfation as I preferved

during this vifit to Oxford, I fliall throw then^

together in continuation.

I 'dQ^td him whether, as a moralifl, he did not

think that the pradtice of the law, in fome degree,

hurt the nice feeling of honefty. Johnson. " Vv'^hy

no. Sir, if you ad properly. You are not to de-

ceive your clients with falfe reprefentations of your

opinion: you are not to tell lies to a judge.'*

BoswELL. " But what do you think of fupporting

a caufe which you know to be bad?" Johnson.
** Sir^ you do not know it to be good or bad till

the
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the Judge determines it. I have faid that you are

to flate facts fairly s fo that your thinking, or what ^^^^^TTg,

you call knowing a caufe to be bad, mud be from

reafoning, muft be from your fuppofing your argu-

ments to be weak and inconclufive. But, Sir,

that is not enough. An argument which does not

convince yourfelf, may convince the Judge to

whom you urge it: and if it does convince him,

why, then, Sir, you are wrong, and he is right.

It is his bufinefs to judge; and you are not to be

confident in your own opinion that a caufe is bad,

but to fay all you can for your client, and then hear

the Judge's opinion.'* Boswell. " But, Sir,

does not affedling a warmth when you have no

Avarmth, and appearing to be clearly of one opi-

nion when you are in reality of another opinion,

does not fuch diffimulation impair one's honefty ?

Is there not fome danger that a lawyer may put on

the fame mafk in common life, in the intercourfe

with his friends?" Johnson. "Why no, Sir.

Every body knows you are paid for afFefling

warmth for your client ; and it is, therefore, pro-

perly no diflimulation : the moment you come

from the bar you refume your ufual behaviour.

Sir, a man will no more carry the artifice of the

bar into the common intercourfe of fociety, than

a man who is paid for tumbling upon his Iiands

will continue to tumble upon his hands when he

fhould walk on his feet."

Talking of fome of the modern plays, he faid

** Falfc Delicacy" was totally void of charadcr.

He praifed Goldfmith's "Good-natured Man;"

faid, it was the bcft comedy that had appeared

fincc
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fince " The Provoked Hufband," and that there

had not been of late any fuch charadter exhibited

on the rtage as that of Croalcer. I obferved it was

the Sufpirius of his Rambler. He faid, Gold-

fmith had owned he had borrowed it from thence.

" Sir, (continued he;) there is all the difference in

the world between characters of nature and cha-*

raclers of manners ; and ^bere is the difference be-

tween the charaders of Fielding and thofe of

RichardfoH. Characters of manners are very en-

tertaining j but they are to be underftopd, by a more
fuperficial obferver, than characters of nature,

where a man muff dive into the receffes of the hu-

man heart.''

It always appeared to me that he effimated the

compofitions of Richardibn too highly, and that

he had an unreafonable prejudice againft Fielding.

In com.paring thofe two writers, he ufed this ex-

preiBon ;
*' that^ there was as great a difference be-

tween them as between a man who knew how a

watch was made, and a man who could tell the

hour by looking on the dial-plate.'* This was a

iliort and figurative (late of his diiimdlion between

dravving charafters of nature and characters only of

manners. But I cannot help being of opinion, that

the neat watches of Fielding are as well conftruded

as the large clocks of Richardibn, and that his

dial-plates are brighter. Fielding's charaders,

though they do not expand theinfeives fo widely

in dilfertaticn, are as juft pidures of human na-

ture, and I will venture :o fay, have more ftriking

features, and nicer touches of the pencil i and

ihough Johnfon ufed to quote with approbation a

faying
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Ikvino-ofRichardron'Sj "that the virtues ofFitrlding's 'T^^-

heroes were the vices of a truly good man," I will ^^^^^ ^^

venture to add, that the moral tendency of Field-

ing's writings, though it does not encourage ^

drained and rarely polTible virtue, is ever favoura-

ble to honour and honefly, and cherifnes the bene-

volent and generous ailc^dliorxs. He who is as

good as Fielding would make him, is an amiable

member of fociety, and may be led on by more

regulated inflrudors, to a higher ftate of ethical

perfedlion.

Johnfon proceeded : " Even Sir Francis Wrong-
head is a charadter of manners, though drawn with

great humour.'* He then repeated, very happily,

all Sir Francis's credulous account to Manly of his

being with " the great man," and fecuring a place.

1 aflced him if the " Sufpiclous Hufband" did not

furnifh a well- drawn charadler, that of Ranger.

Johnson. " No, Sir; Ranger is Juft a rake, a

mere rake, and a lively young fellow, but no

The great Douglas Caufe was at this time a very-

general fubje6t of difculFion. I found he had not

Ihidied it with much attention, but had only heard

parts of it occafionally. He, however, talked of

it, and faid, " I am of opinion that pofnive proof

of fraud fhould not be required of the plaintiff^

but that the JiKlges Ihould decide according as

probability fhall appear to preponderate, granting

to the defendant the prefumpiion of filiation to be

ftrong in his favour. And I think too, that a good

deal of weight Hiould be allov/ed to the dying de-

clarations, bccaufc tf;cy were fpontaneous. There
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is a great difference between what is faid wichou{»

iltauTg." our being urged to it, and what is faid from a kind

of compulfion. If I praife a man's book without

being afked my opinion of it, that is honeft praife,

to which one may truft. But if an authour afks

mc if I like his book, and I give him fomething

like praife, it mull not be taken as my real

opinion/'

" I have not been troubled for a long time with

authours defiring my opinion of their works. I

ufed once to be fadly plagued with a man who wrote

verfes, but who literally had no other notion of a

verfe, but that it confided of ten fyllables. Lay

your knife andyourfork acrojs your plate^ was to him

a verfe

:

Lay your knife and your fork, acrofs your plate.

^ As he wrote a great number of verfes, he fome-

times by chance made good ones, though he did

not know it.*'

He renewed his promife of coming to Scotland,

and going with me to the Hebrides, but faid he

•would now content himfelf with feeing one or two

of the mod curious of them. He faid " Macaulay,

who writes the account of St. Kilda, {tt out with

a prejudice againft prejudices, and wanted to be a

fmart modern thinker 5 and yet he affirms for a

truth, that when a fhip arrives there all the inha-

bitants are feized with a cold.'*

Dr. John Campbell the celebrated writer, took

a great deal of pains to afcertain this fa6t, and at-

tempted to account for it on phyfical principles,

from
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from the effed of effluvia from human bodies.

Johnfon at another time praifed Macaulay for his

" magnanimity^'' in aflerting this wonderful ftory,

becaufe it v;as well attefled ^ A Lady of Norfolk,

by a letter to my friend Dr. Barney, has favoured

me with the following folution :
" Now for the

explication of this feeming myftery, which is fo

veiy obvious as, for that reafon, to have efcapcd

the penetration of Dr. Jchnlbn and his friend, as

well as that of the authour. Reading the book.

with my ingenious friend, the late Reverend Mr.
Chridian of Darking—after ruminating a little,

^ The caufe (fays he) is a natural one. The
fituation of St. Kilda renders a North-Ead Wind
indifpenfibly neceflary before a ftranger can land*

The wind, not the ftranger, occafions an epidemic

cold 1' If I am not miftaken, Mr. Macaulay is

dead; if living this folution might pleafe him, as

1 hope it will Mr. Bofwcll, in return for the many
agreeable hours his Works have afforded us."

Johnfon expatiated on the advantages of Oxford

for learning. " There is here. Sir, (faid he,) fuch a

progreflive emulation. The ftudents are anxious

to ap^<ear well to their tutors; the tutors are anxious

to have their pupils appear well in the college; the

colleges are anxious to have tfieir ftudents appear

well in the Univerfity; and there are excellent rules

of difcipline in every college. That the rules are

fomctimes ill obferved, may be true; but is nothing

againft the fyftem. The members of an Univer-

fity may, for a feafon, be unmindful of their duty.

1 am arguing for the excellency of the inftitution."

» Sec Vol. II. ol* ihi* Woik, p. 6.

Of

iEtat. 59,
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176?. Of Guthrie he fald, " Sir, he is a man of parts.

Mm \o ^^^ ^^^^ "^ great regular fund of knowledge; but

by reading fo long, and writing fo long, he no

doubt has picked up a good deal."

He faid he had lately been a long while at Lich-

field, but had grown very weary before he left it.

BoswELL. "I wonder at that, Sir; it is your na-

tive place." Johnson. " Why fo is Scotland ycur

native place."

His prejudice againft Scotland appeared re-

markably ftrong at this time. When I talked of

our advancement in literature, " Sir, (faid he,)

you have learnt a little from us, and you think

yourfelves very great men. Hume would never

have written Hiftory, had not Voltaire written it

before him. He is an echo of Voltaire." Boswell.
" But, Sir, we have Lord Kames." Johnson.
*' You baveLjOrd Kames. Keep him ; ha, ha, hal

We don't envy you him. Do you ever fee Dr.

Robertfon r" Boswell. " Yes, Sir." Johnson.
" Does the dog talk of m.e ?" Boswell. Indeed,

Sir, he does, and loves you." Thinking that I

now had him in a corner, and being folicitous for

the hterary fame of my country, I prefTed him for

his opinion on the merit of Dr. Robertfon's Hiftory

of Scotland. But, to my furprize, he efcaped.—

^

" Sir, 1 love Robertfon, and I won't talk of his

book."

It is but juftice both to him and Dr. Robertfon

to add, that though he indulged himfeif in this

ially of wir, he had too good tafte not to be fully

fenfibic of the merits of that admirable work.
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An eiTay, written by Mr. Deane, a divine of the '7^8.

Church of England, maintaining' the future life of ^t^i
brutes, by an explication of certain parts of the

fcriptures, was nnentioned, and the dodlrine in-

filled on by a gendeman who feemed fond of curi-

ous fpeculation. Johnfon, who did not like to

hear of any thing concerning a future flate which
was not authorifed by the regular canons of ortho-

doxy, difcouraged this talks and being offended

at its continuation, he watched an opportunity to

give the gentleman a blow of reprehenfion. So,

when the poor fpeculatift, with a ferious metaphy-
fical penfive face, addreflTed him, " But really.

Sir, when we fee a very fenfible dog, we don't

know what to think of him." Johnfon, rolling

with joy at the thought which beamed in his eye,

turned quickly round, and replied, " True, Sir

:

and when we fee a very foolifh fellow^ we don*c

know what to think of him'' He then rofe up,

flrided to the fire, and flood for fomc time laugh-

ing and exulting.

I told him that I had feveral times, when in

Italy, fecn the experiment of placing a fcorpion

within a circle of burning coals ; that it ran round
and round in extreme pain^ and finding no way to

cfcape, retired to the centre, and, like a true

Stoick philofopher, darted its fling into its head,

and thus at once freed itfelf from its woes. ** T^his

muft end *cm," I fliid, this was a curious facl, as

it fhcwed deliberate fuicide in a reptile. Johnfon
would not admit the fadl. He faid, Maupcrtuis*

was

* I (hould think it impofllblc not to wonder at the variety of
Johnfon 'tt reading, however dcfulmrv it m:iy hav-c been. Who

Vol. J. J could
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was of opinion that it does not kill itfelf, but dies

of the heat j that it gets to the centre of the circle,

as the cooled place s that its turning its tail in upon

its head is merely a convulfion, and that it does nor

fling itfelf. He faid he would be fatisfied if the

great anatonnift Morgagni, after difledling a fcor-

pion on which the experinnent had been tried,

jliould certify that its fling had penetrated into its

head.

He fcemed pleafed to talk of natural philofophy.

^ That woodcocks, (faid he,) fly over to the

northern countries, is proved, becaufe they have

been obferved at fea. Swallov/s certainly fleep all

the winter. A number of them conglobulate toge-

ther, by flying round and round, and then all in

a heap throw themfelves under water, and lye in

the bed of a river." He told us, one of his firfl

elTays was a Latin poem upon the glow-v/orm. I

am forry I did not afk where it was to be found.

Talking of the Ruffians and the Chinefe, he ad-

vifed me to read BelFs travels. I afked him whe-^

could have imagined that the High Church of England-mari

would be fo prompt in quoting Maupsrtuisy who, I am forry to

think, ftands in the lift of thefe unfortunate miftaken men, who
call themfeh'es efprits forts. I have, however, a high refpedl

for that Philofopher whom the Great Frederick of FrulTia love^

and honoured, and addreifed pathetically in one of his Poems,

•' Maupertuis cher Maupertuis

** ^e netre *vie eji peu de cho/h""

There was in Maupertuis a vigour and yet a tendemefs of fenti-

ment, united with ftrong intelledual powers, and uncommon

ardour of foul. Would he had been a Chrlftian ! I cannot help

•arneftly venturing to hope that he is one now,

ther
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ther I (hould read Du Halde's account of China. 1768.

^' Why ves, (faid he) as one reads fuch a book: ^T"*'"'*-'

that IS to lay, conlult it.

He talked of the heinoufnefs of the crime of

adukery, by which the peace of families was de-

ftroyed. He faid, " Confufion of progeny confti-

tutes the cflcnce of the crime j and therefore a

woman who breaks her marriage vows is much
more criminal than a man who does it. A man,

to be fure, is criminal in the fight ofGod : but he

does not do his wife a very material injury, if he

does not infult her; if, for inftance, froni mere

wantonnefs of appetite, he (teals privately to her

chambermaid. Sir, a wife ought not greatly to

refent this. I would not receive home a daughter

who had run av/ay from her hufband on that acr-

count. A wife fhould ftudy to recUim her huf-

band by more attention to pleafe him. Sir, a

man will not, once in a hundred inftances, leave

his wife and go to a harlot, if his wife has not been

negligent of pleafing.'*

Here he difcovered that acute difcrinainaiion,

that folid judgement, and that knowledge of hu«

man nature, for which he was upon all occafions

remarkable. Taking care to keep in view the

moral and religious duty, as underftood in our na-

tion, he (hewed clearly from reafon and good fenfe,

the greater degree of culpability in the one fex

deviating from it than the other ; and, at the fame

lie, inculcated a very ufeful leflbn as to :he way to

keep him.

I afked him if it was not hard that one deviation

from chaftity (hould fo abfulutely ruin a young

L 1 2 woman
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1768. woman. Johnson. "Why no. Sir; It is the

^T"""*' ^ great principle which flie is taught. When Ihehas

given up that principle, flie has given up every no-

tion of female honour and virtue, which are all in-

cluded in chaftity.'*

A gentleman talked to him of a lady whom he

greatly admired and willied to marry, but was afraid

of her fuperiority of talents. " Sir, (faidhe,) you

need not be afraid; marry her. Before a year

goes about, you^U find that reafon much weaker,

and that wit not fo bright." Yet the gentleman

may be juftified in his apprehenfion by one of Dr.

Johnfon's admirable fentences in his life of Waller;

" He doubtlefs praifed many whom he would have

been afraid to marry -, and,, perhaps, married one.

whom he would have been afhamed to praife.

Many qualities contribute ta domeflick happinefs,

upon which poetry has no colours to beftow ; and

many airs and fallies may delight imagination^

which he who flatters them never can approve."

He praifed Signor Baretti. " His account of

Italy is a very entertaining book ; and. Sir, I know
no man who carries his head higher in converfa-

tion than Baretti. There are llrong powers in

his mind. He has not, indeed,, many hooks i

but with what hooks he has, he grapples very

forcibly."

At this time I obfcrved upon the dial-plate of

his watch a fhort Greek infcription, taken from the

New Teftament, Nug yocp s^x^raiy being the firft:

words of our Saviour's folemn admonition to the

improvement of that time which is allowed us ta

prepare for eternity 5
<^ the tiight Gometh when no-

man
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rnan can work." He fome time afterwards laid 1768.

afide this dial-plate; and when I afked him the '^ "-"^-^

reafon, he faid, " It might do very well upon a * ^
*

clock which a man keeps in his clofet; but to have

it upon his watch which he carries about with him,

and which is often looked at by others, might be

cenfured as oftentatious." Mr. Steevens is now
pofTefTed of the dial-plate infcribed as above.

He remained at Oxford a confiderable time ; I

was obliged to go to London, where I received his

letter, which had been returned from Scodand.

^0 James BoswELt, Efq,

" My Dear Boswell,

" I have omitted a long time to write to

you, without knowing very well why. I could

now tell why I Ihould not write ; for who would

write to men who publifh the letters of their friends,

without their leave ? Yet I write to you in fpite

of my caution, to tell you that I fhall be glad to

fee you, and that I wifh you would empty your

head of Corfica, which I think has filled it radier

too long. But, at all events, I fhall be glad, very

glad to fee you. I am, Sir,

" Yours afFe6lionateIy,

'* Oxford, March 23, 1768. SaM. Johnson.**

I anfwered thus

:

To Mr. Samuel Johnsox .

" My dear Sir, I/>ndon, 26th April, 1768.

" I have received your lad letter, which,

'hough very (hort, and by no means complimentary,

L 1

3

ycc
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1768. yet gave me real pleafure, becaufe it contains thefc

/Etat. 50. words, * I fhall be glad, very glad to fee you.'

—

Surely you have no reafon to connplain of my pub-

lifhing a fingle paragraph of one of your letters ;

the temptation to it was fo ftrong. An- irrevocable

grant of your friendfiiip, and your dignifying my
defire of vifiting Corfica with the epithet of ' a

wife and noble curiofity/ are to me more valuable

than many of the grants of kings.

" But how can you bid me ^ empty my head of

Corfica ?' My noble-minded friend, do you not

feel for an oppreiTed nation bravely (Iruggling to

be free ? Confider fairly what is the cafe. The
Corficans never received any kindnefs from the

Genoefe. They never agreed to be fubje6l to them.

They owe them nothing ; and when reduced to an

abjed: (late of flavery, by force, fhall they not rife

in the great caufe of liberty, and break the galling

yoke ? And fhall not every liberal foul be warm
for them ? Empty my head of Corfica ! Empty
it of honour, empty it of humanity, empty it of

friendfhip, empty it of piety. No! while I live,

Corfica and the caufe of the brave iflanders fhall

ever employ much of my attention, fliali ever in*

terefl me in the fincerefl manner.

" I am, &c.

" James Boswell.*'

Upon his arrival in London in May, he fur-

prized me one morning with a vifit at my lodgings

in Half- Moon-flreet, was quite fatlsfied with my
explanation, and was in the kindeft and m.oil

agreeable
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Agreeable frame of mind. As he had objedled to

a part of one of his letters being publifhed, I

thought it right to take this opportunity of afking

him explicitly whether it would be improper to

pubhfh his letters after his death. His anfwer

was, " Nay, Sir, when I am dead, you may do as

you will."

He talked in his iifual ftyle with a rough con-

tempt of popular liberty. '^ They make a rout

about umverfallibcnyy without confidering that all

that is to be valued, or indeed can be enjoyed by

individuals, is private liberty. Political liberty is

good only fo far as it produces private liberty.

Now, Sir, there is the liberty of the prefs, which

,youknowis a conftant topick. Suppofe you and

I and two hundred more were rcftrained from

printing our thoughts : what then ? What pro-

portion would that reftraint upon us bear ,to the

private happincfs of the nation r"

This mode of reprefenting the inconveniencies

of reftraint as light and infignificant, was a kind of

fophiftry in w.hich he delighted to indulge himfelf,

in oppofition to the extreme laxity for which it has

been faftiionabic for too many to argue, when it

evident, upon refledlion, that the very eflcnce of

government is reftraint j and certain it is, that as

government produces rational happinefs, too much
reftraint is better than too little. But when reftraint

unneceftary, and fo clofe as to gall thofe who
arc fubjed to it, the people may and ought to re-

monftrate j and, if relief is not granted, to refift.

Of this manly and fpirited principle, no man was

more convinced than Johnfon himfclt.

L 1 4 About
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1768. About this time Dr. Kenrick attacked him,

!^tau~
through my fides, in a pamphlet, entitled " An
Epiftle to James Bofwell, Efq. occafioned by his

having tranfmitted the moral Writings of Dr.

Samuel Johnfon to Pafcal Paoli, General of the

Corficans." I was at firft inclined to anfwer this

pamphlet j but Johnfon, who knew that my doing

fo would only gratify Kenrick, by keeping alive

what v/ould foon die away of itfelf, would not fuffer

me to take any notice of it.

His fincere regard for Francis Barber, his faith*

ful negro fervant, made him fo defirous of his

further improvement, that he now placed him at

a fchool at Bifhop Stortford, in Hertfordfhire.

This humane attention does Johnfon's heart much

honour. Out of many letters which Mr. Barber

received from his mafter, he has preferved three,

which he kindly gave me, and which I fhall inferc

according to their dates.

T'tf Mr, Francis Barber.

" Dear Francis,

" I HAVE been very much out of order. I

am glad to hear that you are well, and ^^{\gxi to

come foon to fee you, I would have you (lay at

Mrs. Clapp's for the prefent, till I can determine

what we ftiall do. Be a good boy.

" My compliments to Mrs. Clapp and to Mr-

Fowler. I am
'^ Your*s afFeflionately,

" May 28, 1768. Sam. Johnson."

Soon afterwards, he fupped at the Crown and

Anchor tavern, in the Strand, with a company

whom
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'v\'hom I coUedled to meet him. They were Dr. '768-

Percy, now Bifhop of Dromore, Dr. Douglas, ^tauco.
now Bifhop of Salifbury, Mr. Langton, Dr. Robert-

fon the Hiflorian, Dr. Hugh Blair, and Mr. Tho-
mas Davies, who wifhed much to be introduced to

thefe eminent Scotch literati ; but on the prefenc

occafion he had very little opportunity of hearing

them talk, for with an excefs of prudence, for

which Johnfon afterwards found fault with them,

they hardly opened their lips, and that only to fay

fomething which they were certain would not ex-

pofe them to the fword of Goliath -, fuch was their

anxiety for their fame when in the prefence ofJohn-

fon. He was this evening in remarkable vigour

of mind, and eager to exert himfelf in converfation,

which he did with great readinefs and fluency

;

but I am forry to find that I have preferved but a

fmall part of what pafTed.

He allowed high praife to Thomfon as a poet;

but when one of the company faid he was alfo a

very good man, our moralift contefted this with

great warmth, accufing him of grofs fenfuality and

Jicentioufnefs of manners. I was very much afraid

that in writing Thomfon's life. Dr. Johnfon would

bave treated his private charadler with a (tern feve-

rity, but I was agreeably dilappointed ; and I

may claim a little merit in it, from my having

been at pains to fend him authentick accounts of

the aflfefbionatc and generous condudl of that poet

10 his fillers, one of whom, the wife of Mr.

Thomfon, fchoolmafter at Lanark, I knew, and

was prefcnted by her with three of his letters, one

pf which Dr. Johnfon has infcrtcd in his life.

He
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He was vehement againft old Dr. Mounfey,

of Chelfca College, as " a fellow who fwore and

talked bawdy." *' I have been often in his com-

pany, (faid Dr. Percy,) and never heard him fwear

or talk bawdy.'* Mr. Davies, who fat next to Dr.

Percy, having after this had fome converfation afide

with him, made a difcovery which, in his zeal to

pay court to Dr. Johnfon, he eagerly proclaimed

aloud from the foot of the table :
" O, Sir, I have

found out a very good rcafon why Dr. Percy never

heard Mountfey fwear or talk bawdy j for he tells

me, he never faw him but at the Duke ofNorthum-

berland's table. "And fo. Sir, (faid Johnfon loudly,

to Dr. Percy,) you would fliield this man from

the charge of fwearing and talking bawdy, becaufe

he did not do fo at the Duke of Northum-

berland's table. Sir, you might as well tell us that

you had feen him hold up his hand at the Old

TBailey, and he neither fwore or talked bawdy -,

or that you had {t(^n him in the cart at Tyburn,

and he neither fwore nor talked bawdy. And is

it thus, Sir, that you prefume to controvert what I

have related ?" Dr. Johnfon's animadverfion was

littered in fucli a manner, that Dr. Percy feemed

to be difpleafed, and foon afterwards left the com-

pany, of wliich Johnfon did not at that time take

any notice.

Sv^ift having been mentioned, Johnfon, as ufual,

treated hiiTrwitlTlittle refped: as an authour. Some
of US' endeavoured to Support the Dean of St.

Patrick's, by various arguments. One in particu-

lar praifed his " Condud of the Allies." Johnson.
" Sir, his ' Condud of the Allies' is a perform-

ance



^ Dr. JOHN SON.
ance of very little ability." " Surely, Sir, (faid

Dr. Douglas,) you mud allow it has ftrong ^
fad^s." Johnson. « Why yes. Sir; but

^^^* ^^

what is that to the merit of the compofition ?

In the SefTions-paper of the Old Bailey there are

ftrong fa6ls. Houfebreaking is a ftrong fa6l; rob-

bery is a ftrong fa<5l ; and murder is a mighty ftrong

fa6t : but is great praife due to the hiftorian of

thofe ftrong fads ? No, Sir. Swift has told what

he had to tell diftindly enough, but that is all. He
had to count ten, and he has counted it right."

—

Then recolle(5ling that Mr. Davies, by ading as

an informer, had been the occafion of his talking

fomewhat too harftily to his friend Dr. Percy, for

which, probably, when the firft ebullition was over,

he felt fome compundlion, he took an opportunity

to give him a hit; fo added, with a preparatory

laugh, " Why, Sir, Tom Davies might have writ-

ten * the Conduft of the Allies." Poor Tom
being thus fuddenly dragged into ludicrous notice

in prefence of the Scottifh Dodors, to whom he

was ambitious of appearing to advantage, was

grievoufty mortified. Nor did his puniftiment reft

My rerp^(f>able friend, upon readii^g this paffage, ob-

fcrvcd, that he probably muft have faid not fimply •' ftrong

fads," but •* ftrong fa(fls well arranged.'* His Lordlhip,

however, knows too well the value of written documents to

infift on fetring his rccolleftion againft my notes taken

at the tin>e. He docs not attempt to tra'verfe the record.

Ihe faa, perhaps, may ha' c been, either that the additional

words efcafxid me in the noife of a numerous company, or t!iat

Dr. Johnfon, from his imf^etuofity, and eagcrncfs to fcixc

an opportunity to make a lively retort, did not allow Dr.

Douglas to finiih hi !"

4 here

;
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here; for upon fubfequent occafions, whene\

lStairc9.' ^^> " (latefman all o'er," afTumed a flrutting

importance, I ufed to hail him—" the Authour of

the ConduEi of the Allies:"

When I called upon Dr. Johnfon next morning,

I found him highly fatisfied with his colloquial

prowefs the preceding evening. " Well, (faid he,)

"we had good talk." Boswell. "Yes, Sir; you

tofTed and gored feveral perfons."

The late Alexander Earl of Egllntoune, who
loved wit more than wine, and men of genius more

than fycophants, had a great admiration of John-

fon ; but from the remarkable elegance of his own

manners, was, perhaps, too delicately fenfible of

the roughnefs which fometimes appeared in John-

fon's behaviour. One evening about this time,

when his Lordlhip did me the honour to fup at my
lodgings with Dr. Robertfon and feveral other men
of literary diftindion, he regretted that Johnfon

had not been educated with more refinement, and

lived more in poliflied fociety. " No, no, my
Lord, (faid Signor Baretti,) do with him what you

would, he would always have been a bear.*'

*^ True, (anfwered the Earl, with a fmile,) but he

^vould have been a dancing bear."

To obviate all the refledlions which have gone

round the world to Johnfon's prejudice, by apply-

ing to him the epithet of a hear^ let me imprefs

upon my readers a jud and happy faying of my
friend Goldfmith, who knew him well : " Johnfon,

to be fure, has a roughnefs in his manner ; but

no man alive has a more tender heart. He has no^

thing of the hear but his fkin,'*

In
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In 1769, To far as I can dlfcover, the publlck ^7^9-
^

was favoured with nothingofjohnfon'scompofition, ^tat. 60,

either for himfelf or any of his friends. His

<' Meditations" too ftrongly prove that he fuffered

much both in body and mind ; yet was he perpetu-

ally driving againfl evily and nobly endeavouring

to advance his intelledual and devotional improve-

ment. Every generous and grateful heart mud

feel for the diftrefTes of fo eminent a benefadtor to

mankind -, and now that his unhappinefs is cer-

tainly known, muft refped that dignity of charadter

which prevented him from complaining.

His Majefty having the preceding year inftituted

the Royal Academy of Arts in London, Johnfon

had now the honour of being appointed ProfefTor

in Ancient Literature ^ In the courfe of the year

he wrote fome letters to Mrs. Thrale, paffed fomc

part of the fummer at Oxford and at Lichfield,

and when at Oxford wrote the following letter

:

'J'o theReverci'J Mr. Thomas Warton-.

« Dear Sir,

" MANY years ago, when I ufed to read

in the library of your College, I promifed to

recompence the College for that permifTion, by

3 In which place he has been fucceeded by Bennct Langton,

Efq. When that truly religious gentleman was cleaed to this

honLrary Profcfforlhip. at the fame time that Edward Gibbon, Efqi

noted for introducing a kind of fnccring infidelity into his Hif-

torical Writings, was clcacd Profcifor in Ancient Literature, in

the room of Dr. Goldfmith, 1 obferved that it brought to my

mind, «• Wicked Will Whifton and good Mr. Dittort."-! am

nowalfoof that admirable inftitution as Secretary for Foreign

( ,
r favour of the Academicians, and the ap-

^

^
adding
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J2^ adding to their books a Bafkerville's Virgil. I

Mm. 60. ^^ve now fent it, and defire you to repofit it on
the fhelves in my name *.

" If you will be pleafed to let me know when
you have an hour of leifure, I will drink tea with
you. I am engaged for the afternoon, to-morrow
and on Friday : all my mornings are my own ^

" I am, &c.
^'^31.1769. Sam. Johnson.'*

I came to London in the autumn, and having
informed him. that I was going to be married in

a few months, I wifhed to have as much of his

converfation as I could before engaging in a flate of
life which would probably keep me more in Scot-
land, and prevent me feeing him fo often as when
I was a fingle man -, but I found he was at Bright-
helmllone with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. I was very
forry that I had not his company with me at the

Jubilee, in honour of Shakfpeare, at Stratford-

upon-Avon, the great poet's native town. John-
fon's cpnnedlion both with Shakfpeare and Garrick
founded a double claim to his prefence ; and it

would have been highly gratifying to Mr. Garrick.

* « It has this infcription in a blank-leaf: * Hunc librum
D. D. SamuelJob/ifojzy eo quod hie hcijiudhs interduni wacaret.^
Of this library, which is an old Gothick room, he was very fond.
On my obferving to him that fome of the modern libraries of the
Univerfity were more commodious and pleafant for ftudy, as bet-

ing more fpacious and airy, he replied, * Sir, if a man has a
mind \o prance, he muft ftudy at Chrift-Church and All.Souls."

3 .* During this viik he feldom of never dined out. He ap-
peared to be deeply engaged in fome literary work. Mifs Wil-
liams was now with him at Oxford."

Upon
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Upon this occafion I particularly lamented that he ^7^*

had not that warmth of friendfliip for his brilliant ^^^^^ 5^
pupil, which we may fuppofe would have had a

benignant effedl on both. When almoft every man
of eminence in the literary world was happy to par-

take in this feftival of genius, the abfence of John-

fon could not but be wondered at and regretted.

The only trace of him there, was in the whimfical

advertifement of ahaberdafher, who fold Shakfperian

ribbands of various dyes ; and, by way of illuflrat-

ing their appropriation to the bard, introduced a

line from the celebrated Prologue at the opening of

Drury-lane theatre

:

" Each change oimayiy- coloured life he drew."

From Brighthelmftone Dr. Johnfon wrote mc
the following letter, which they who may think

that I ought to have fupprefled, muft have lels ar-

dent feelings than I have always avowed *.

r9

In the Preface to my Account of Corlica, publiftied in 1788,

I thus cxprefs myfelf

:

*' He who publilhes a book afFc(5ling not to be an authour, and

profclfing an indifference for literary fame, may poffibly impofe

upon many |-)Cople fuch an idea of liis confequcnce as he vvilhcs

may be received.' For my part, I (hould be proud to be known

as an autliour, and I have ;in ardent ambition for literary fame;

for, of all poflcfGons, I fliould imagine literary fame to be the

moft valuable. A man who has been able to furiufli a book,

which has been approved by the world, has cdabliHied himfclf a»

a rcfpcdtable character in diftant fociety, without any danger of

having that char.idlcr Icflcned by the obfcrvation of his weak-

ncfTct. To prcfcrvc ah uniform dignity among thofe who fee

ui ever)' day, is hardly poflible ; and to aim at it, mud put us under

ihe fetters of pcrpciual rcfhaini. 1 he authour of an approved

book may allow bis natural difpoHiioB an cafy play, and yet in-

dul^/t
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To James Boswell, E/q.

*' Dear Sir,

« WHY do you charge me with unkind-'
nefs? I have omitted nothing that could do you'
good, or give you pleafure, unlefs it be that L
have forborne to tell you my opinion of your
< Account of Corfica.'* I believe my opinion,
if you think well of my judgement, might have
given you pleafure ; but when it is confidered how
much vanity is excited by praife, I am not fure
that it would have done you good. Your Hiftory
is like other hiftories, but your Journal is in a very
high degree curious and delightful. There is be-
tween the hiftory and the journal that difference
which there will always be found between notions
borrowed from without, and notions generated
within. Your hiftory was copied from books;
your journal rofe out of your own experience and
obfervation. You exprefs images which operated
ftrongly upon yourfelf, and you have impreftcd
them with great force upon your readers. 1 know
not whether I could name any narrative by which
curiofity is better excited, or better gratified.

" I am glad that you are going to be married -,

and as I wifti you well in things of lefs importance,

dulge the pride of fuperlour genius, when he confiders that by
thofe who know him only as an authour, he never ceafes to be
refpeded. Such an authour, when in his hours of gloom and
difcontent, may have the confolation to think, that his writings
are, at that very time, giving pleafure to numbers ; and fuch an
authour may cherifh the hope of being remembered after death,
which has been a great obje^ to the ngbJefl minds in all ages.''

wiih
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\9iih. you well with proportionate ardour in this ^7^9-

Crifis of your life. What I can contribute to your jg^^^^ 60,

happinefs, I fhould be very unwilling to with -hold

;

for I have always loved and valued you, and fhall

love you and value you dill morej as you become

more regular and ufeful : efFe6ls which a happy

marriage will hardly fail to produce.

" I do not find that I am likely to Come back

very foon from this place. I fhall, perhaps, flay

^ fortnight longer ; and a fortnight is a long time

to a lover abfent from his miftrefs. Would a

fortnight ever have an end ?

" I am, dear Sir,

" Your mod affeftionate humble fervant,

*« Brighthelmftone, SaM. JohnsON."
Sq)t. 9, 1769.

After his return to town, we met frequently, and

I continued the practice of making notes of his

converfation, though not with fo much afTiduity as

.1 wifh I had done. At this time, indeed, I had a

fufficient excufe for not being able to appropriate fo

much time to my journal 5 for General Paoli, after

Corfica had been overpowered by the monarchy of

France, was now no longer at the head of his brave

countrymen, but having with difficulty efcaped

from his native ifland, had fought an afylum in

Great-Britain ; and it was my duty, as well as my
pleafure, to attend much upon him. Such par-

ticulars of Johnfon*s converfation at this period as

I have committed to writing, I fhall here introduce,

without any flridl attention to methodical arrange-

ment. SometimQs fhort notes of different days

Vol. 1. Mm fljaU
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fiiall be blended together, and fometimcs a day

may feem important enough to be feparately dif-

tinguifhed.

He faid, he would not have Sunday kept with

rigid feverity and gloom, but with a gravity and

fimplicity of behaviour.

I told him that David Hume had made a fliort

colledlion of Scotticifms. " I wonder, (faid John-

fon,) that he fhould find them."

He would not admit the importance of the quef-

tion concerning the legality of general warrants*

*^ Such a power (he obferved,) muft be veiled in

every government, to anfwer particular cafes oif

neceflity ; and there can be no jufl complaint but

when it is abufed, for which thofe who adminifter

government muft be anfwerable. It is a matter

of fuch indifference, a matter about which the peo-

ple care fo very little, that were a man to be fent

over Britain to offer them an exemption from it

at a halfpenny a piece, very few would purchafe it/*

This was a fpecimen of that laxity of talking,

which I have heard him fairly acknowledge -, for,

furely, while the power of granting general war-

rants was fuppofed to be legal, and tht apprehen^

fion of them hung over our heads, we did not pof-

fefs that fecurity of freedom, congenial to our

happy conftitution, and which, by the intrepid

exertions of Mr. Wilkes, has been happily efta-

bliihed.

He faid, " The duration of Parliament, whether

for feven years or the life of the King, appears to me
fo immaterial, that I would not give half a crown ta

turn the fcale one way or the oth^r. The habeas

(or^us
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corpus is the fingk advantage which our government

has over that of other countries."

On the 3.0th of September we dined together at

the Mitre. I attempted to argue for the fuperior

happinefs of the favage life, upon the ufual fanci-

ful topicks. Johnson. " Sir, there can be no-

thing more falfe. The favages have no bodily

advantages beyond thofe of civilifed men.- They
have not better health s and as to care or mental

pneaanefs, they are not above it, but below it,

like bears. No, Sirj you are not to talk fuch

paradox : let me have no more o'nt. It cannot

entertain, far lefs can it inftrudt. Lord Mon-
boddo, one of your Scotch Judges, talked a great

deal of fuch nonfenfe. I fuffered him-y but I will

not fufFer ym.''—Boswell. " But, Sir, does not

Rouflfeau talk fuch nonfenfe ?" Johnson. " True,

Siri but RoufTeau knows he is talking nonfenfe,

and laughs at the world for flaring at him." Bos-

well. *' How fo. Sir?'* Johnson. « Why, Sir,

a man who talks nonfenfe fo well, muft know that

he is talking nonfenfe. But I am afraid, (chuck-

ling and laughing,) Monboddo docs not know
that he is talking nonfenfe ^" Boswell, " Is it

wrong then. Sir, to afFedl Angularity, in order to

make people flare ?" Johnson, " Yes, if you

5 His Lordfhip having frequently fpokcn in an abufivc manner

of Dr. Johnfon, in my company, I on one occafion during the

Hfc-time of my illuftrious friend could not refrain from rctalia.

tion, and repeated to him this faying. He has fincc publifhcd

I dont know kow many page« in one of his curious books,

•ttcmpling, in much anger, but with pitiful cffcdt, to pcrfuaJc

mankind that my illuftrious friend was not the great and good

nan which they cUccmed and ever will dlcem hicQ to be.

M m 2 do
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do it by propagating errour: and, indeed, it j<^

wrong in any way. There is in human nature a

general inclination to make people ftare ; and every
|

wife man has himfelf to cure of it, and does cure
|

himfelf. If you wifh to make people flare by doing

better than others, why, make them ftare till they

ftare their eyes out. But confider how eafy it is

to make people ftare, by being abfurd. I may do
it by going into a drawing-room without my
ftioes. You remember the gentleman in " The
Speftator," who had a commifTion of lunacy taken

out againft him for his extreme fingularity, fuch as

never wearing a wig, but a night-cap. Now, Sir,

abftradtedly, thenight-cap was beftj but, relatively,

the advantage was overbalanced by his making the

boys run after him."

, Talking of a London life, he faid, " The hap-

pinefs of London is not to be conceived but by
thofe who have been in it. I will venture to fay,

there is more learning and feicnce within the cir-

cumference of ten miles from where we now fir,

than in all the reft of the kingdom." Boswell.
" The only difadvantage is she great diftance at

Ivhich people live from one another." Johnson.
«^ Yes, Siri but that is occafioned by the large-

nefs of it, which is the caufe of all the other ad-

vantages.*' BoswELL. " Sometimes I have been

in the humour of wifhing to retire to a defart."

JoHfNSON, « Sir, you have defart enough in

Scotland."

Although I had promifed myfelf a great deal of
inftrudtive converfation with him on the condu<5l: of

the marriedftate, ofwhich I had then a nearprofped,

5 he
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lie did not fay much upon that topick. Mr. Seward ^7^9-

heard him once fay, that " a man has a very bad
^^^[Jf^o'

chance for happinefs in that flate, unlefs he mar-

ries a woman of very ftrong and fixed principles

of religion." He maintained to me, contrary to

the common notion, that a woman would not be

the worfe wife for being learned ? in which, from
all that I have obferved of Artemiftas^ I humbly
differed from him. That a woman Ihould be

fenfible and well informed, I allow to be a great

advantage j and think that Sir Thomas Ovcrbury*,

in his rude vefification, has very judicioufly pointed

out that degree of intelligence which is to be defired

in a female companion :

" Give me, next good^ an underftanding wifey

** By Nature wifey not learned by much art

;

*' Some knowledge on her fide will all my life

'^ More fcope of converfation impart j

" Befides, her inborne virtue fortifie

;

" They are moft firmly good, who beft know why."

When I cenfured a gentleman of my acquaint-

ance for marrying a fecond time, as it fhewed a

difregard of his firft wife, he faid, *' Not at all.

Sir. On the contrary, were he not to marry

again, it might be concluded that his firft wife had

given him a difguft to marriage i but by taking a

fecond wife he pays the higheft compliment to the

firft, by ftiewing that ftie made him fo happy as a

married man, that he wifties to be fo a fecond

''ne.'* So ingenious a turn did he give to this

* *« A Wife," a poem, 1614.

M m J delicate
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delicate queftion. And yet, on another occafion,

he owned that he once had alnnofl afked a promife

of Mrs. Johnfon that fhe would not marry again,

but had checked himfelf. Indeed I cannot help

thinking, that in his cafe the requeft would have

been unreafonable ; for if Mrs. Johnfon forgot, or

thought it no injury to the memory of her firfl:

love,—-the hufband of her youth and the father of

her children,—to make a fecond marriage, why
fhould file be precluded from a third, fhould fhe be

fo inclined ? In Johnfon's perfevering fond appro-

priation of his l^etty^ even after her deceafe, he

feems totally to have overlooked the prior claim of

the honefl Birmingham trader. I prefume that

her having been married before had, at times,

given him fome uneafmefs ; for I remember his

obferving upon the marriage ofone of our common
friends, " He has done a very foolifh thing, vSir;

he has married a widow, when he might have had

a maid."

We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I had lad

year the pleafure of feeing Mrs. Thrale at Dr.

Johnfon's one morning, and had converfation

enough with her to admire her talents, and to fhew

her that I was as Johnfonian as herfelf. Dr.

Johnfon had probably been kind enough to fpeak

well of me, for this evening he delivered me a

very polite card from Mr. Thrale and her, inviting

me to Streatham.

On the 6th of Odober I complied with this

obliging invitation, and found, at an elegant villa,

fix miles from Town, every circumftance that can

make fociety pleafing. Johnfon, though quite at

home.



Dr. J O H N S O N. 5J5

home, was yet looked up to with an awe, tempered 17^9-

by afFedtion, and feemed to be equally the care of ^jat! 60,

his hoft and hoftefi. I rejoiced at feeing him fo

happy.

He played off his wit againft Scotland with a

good humoa'-ed pleafantry, which gave me, though

no bigot to national prejudices, an opportunity for

a little conteilwith him. I having faid that Eng-
land was obliged to us for gardeners, almoft all their

good gardeners being Scotchmen.

—

Johnson.
" Why, Sir, that is becaufe gardening is muck
more neceflary amongft you than with us, which

makes fo many of your people learn it. It is a//

gardening with you. Things which grow wild

here, mud be cultivated with great care in Scot-

land. Pray now, (throwing himfelf back in his

chair, and laughing,) are you ever able to bring

the Jloe to perfection ?"

I boafted that we had the honour of being the

firft to abolilh the unhofpitable, troublefome, and

ungracious cuftom of giving vails to fervants.

Johnson. " Sir, you abolifhed vails, becaufe you

were too poor to be able to give them."

Mrs. Thrale difputed with him on the merit of

Prior. He attacked him powerfully; faid, he

wrote of love like a man who had never felt it

:

his love verfes were college verfes : and he repeated

the fong, ** Alexis (hunn'd his fellow fwains," &c.

in fo ludicrous a manner, as to make us all wonder

how any one could have been pleafed with fuch

fantaflical (luff. Mrs. Thrale Hood to her gun

with great courage, in defence of amorous ditties

wfiich Johnfon dcfpifed, till he at laft filcnced her

M m 4 by
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by faying, " My dear Lady, talk no more of this.

Nonfenfe can be defended but by nonfenfe/'

Mrs. Thrale then praifed Garrick's talent for

light gay poetry; and, as a fpecimen, repeated

his fong in " Florizel and Perdita/* and dwelt

with peculiar pleafure on this line

:

" rd fmile with thefimple, and feed with the poor."

Johnson. *' Nay, my dear Lady, this will never

do. Poor David ! Smile with the fimple ? What
folly is that. And who would kcd with the poor

that can help it? No, no; let me fmile with the

wife, and feed with the rich." I repeated this

fally to Garrick, and wondered to find his lenfibility

as a writer not a little irritated by it. To footh

him, I obferved, that Johnfon ipared none of us;

and I quoted the pafTage in Horace, in which he

compares one who attacks his friends for the fake

of a laugh, to a pulhing ox that is marked by g.

bunch of hay put upon his horns: ^^ fceniim hahet

in cornu'' " Aye, (faid Garrick, vehemendy,)

he has a whole mow of it.'*

Talking of hiflory, Johnfon faid, " We may
know hiftorical fa6i:s to be true, as we may know
fi6ls in common life to be true. Motives are gene-

rtilly unknown. We cannot trufl to the charadters

we find in hiftory^ unlefs when they are di-awn by

thofe who knew the perfons ; as thofe, for inftance,

by Sallufl and by Lord Clarendon."

He would not allow much merit to Whitefield*s

oratory. *^ His popularity, Sir, (faid he,) is

chiefly owing to the peculiarity of his manner.

He
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He would be followed by crowds were he to wear a

night-cap in the pylpit, or were he to preach from

a tree.'*

I know not from what fpirit of contradi6lion he

burfl out into a violent declamation agrainft the Cor-

ficans, of whofe heroifm I talked in high terms.

*' Sir, (faid he,) what is all this rout about the Cor-

ficans? They have been at war with the Genoefe for

upwards of twenty years, and have never yet takea

their fortified towns. They might have battered

down their walls, and reduced them to powder in

twenty years. They might have pulled the walls

in pieces, and cracked the flones with their teeth

in twenty years.'* It was in vain to argue with

him upon the want of artillery : h« was not to be

refifted for the moment.

On the evening of Odlober lo, I prcfented Dr.

Johnfon to General Paoli. I had greatly wiflicd

that two men, for whom I had the higheft efleem,

fhould meet. They met with a manly eafe, mu-
tually confcious of their own abilities, and of the

abilities of each other. The General fpoke Italian,

and Dr. Johnfon Englifh, and underftood one

another very well, with a little aid of interpreta-

tion from me, in which I compared myfelf to an

ifthmus which joins two great continents. Upon
Johnfon's approach, the General faid, " From
what I have read of your works. Sir, and from

what Mr. Bofwell has told me of you, I have long

held you in great veneration.** The General

talked of languages being formed on the particular

potions and manners of a people, without knowing

vhich, we cannot know the language. We may
know
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,^5g^ know the diredb fignification of fingle words; but

*—-V—^ by thefe no beauty of expreflion, no f^lly of genius,
j

Mtu, 60.
j^Q ^j^ jg conveyed to the mind. All this mud be

j

by allufion to other ideas. *' Sir, (faid Johnfon,) I

you talk of language, as if you had never done any

thing elfe but iludy it, inftead of governing a na-

tion." The General faid, " ^efto e un troppo gran

complimento^' this is too great a compliment.

Johnfon anfwered, " I fhould have thought fo.

Sir, if I had not heard you talk.'' The General

ail<:ed him, what he thought of the fpirit of infidelity

which was fo prevalent. Johnson. " Sir, this

gloom of infidelity, I hope, is only a transfient

cfoud paffing through the hemifphere, which will

focn be diffipated, and the fun break forth with

his ufual fplendour." *^ You think then, (faid the

General,) that they will change their principles

like their clothes." Johnson. " Why, Sir, if

they beftow no more thought on principles than on

drefs, it muft be fo." The General faid, that

" a great part of the fafhionable infidelity was

owing to a defire of Ihewing courage. Men who
have no opportunities of fhewing it as to things

in this life, take death and futurity as objeds on

which to difplay it." Johnson. " That is mighty

foolifh aftedation. Fear is one of the paflTions of

human nature, of which it is impofiible to diveft

it. You remember that the Emperour Charles

V. when he read upon the tomb-ftone of a Spanifh

nobleman, * Here lies one who never knew fear,'

wittily faid, ^ Then he never fnuffed a candle with

his fingers."

He
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He talked a few words of French to the Gene- '7^'9-

ral; but finding he did not do it with facility, he jgtat. 60.

afked for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote the fol-

lowing note :

*^ yai III dans la geographic de Lucas de Linda un

Pater-7joJler ecrit dans une langue tout-a-fait differents

de V Italienne, et de toiites autres lejquellesje derivent

du Latin, Hauteur Vappelle linguam CorficjE rufti-

cam ; elle a feut-etre pajpy pen a peu ; mais elk a

certainement prevalue autrefois dans les montagnes et

dans la campagne, Le mime auteur dit la meme choje

en parlant de Sardaigne s quil y a deux langues dans

V Ijlcy une des villes^ rautre de la campagne*'

The General innmediately informed him that

the lingua rujlica was only in Sardinia.

Dr. Johnfon went home with me, and drank tea

till late in the night. He faid, " General Paoli had

the loftieft port of any man he had ever feen." He
denied that military men were always the bed: bred

men. " Pcrfedl good breeding, he obferved, con-

fifts in having no particular mark of any profeflion.

but a general elegance of manners : whereas, in

a military man, you can commonly diflinguilh the

brand of a foldier, rhomme d'epee"

Dr. Johnfon fhunned to night any difcufTion of

the perplexed queftion of fate and free will, which

I attempted to agitate : " Sir, (faid he,) we know

our will is free, and there*s an end on*t/'

He honoured me with his company at dinner on

the 1 6th of Odlober, at my lodgings in Old Bond-

ftrcet, with Sir Joihua Reynolds, Mr. Garrick,

Dr. Goldfmith, Mr. Murphy, Mr. BickerftafF,

J and
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^ _y'_j and Mr. Thomas Davies. Garrick played roand

jEtat. 60. hiin with a fond vivacity, taking hold of the breads

of his coat, and, looking up in his face with a

lively archnefs, connplimented him on the good

Jieakh which he feemed then to enjoy ; while the

fage, fhaking his head, beheld him with a gentle

complacency. One of the company not being

come at the appointed hour, I propofed, as ufual

upon fuch occafions, to order dinner to be ferved;

adding, " Ought fix people to be kept waiting for

one ?*' " Why yes, (anfwered Johnfon, with a de-

licate humanity,) if the one will fufFer more by

your fitting down, than the fix will do by waiting."

Goldfmith, to divert the tedious minutes, ftrutted

about, bragging of his drefs, and I believe was

ferioufly vain of it, for his mind was wonderfully

prone to fuch impreffions. " Come, come, (faid

Garrick,) talk no more of that. You are, per-

haps, the word—eh eh T'—Goldfmith was eagerly

attempting to interrupt him, when Garrick went

on, laughing ironically, " Nay, you will always

look like a gentleman ; but I am talking of being

well or ill drejl'* " Well, let me tell you, (faid

Goldfmith,) when my tailor brought home my
bloom-coloured coat, he faid, ' Sir, I have a

favour to beg of you. When any body afks you

who made your clothes, be pleafed to mention

John Phielby, at the Harrow, in Water-lane."

Johnson. " Why, Sir, that was becaufe he knew
the ftrange colour would attract crouds to gaze at

it, and thus they might hear of him, and fee how
well he could make a coat even of fo abfurd a

colour."

After
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After dinner, our converfatlon firfl: turned upon ^769-

Pope. Johnfon faid, his charaders of men were jEut. 60I

admirably drawn, thofc of women not fo well.

He repeated to us, in his forcible melodious man-

ner, the concluding lines of the Dunciad. While

he was talking loudly in praife of thofe lines, one

of the company ventured to fay, *' Too fine for

fuch a poem:—a poem on what?" Johnson,

(with a difdainful look,) " Why, on dnfices. \t

was worth while being a dunce then. Ah, Sir,

hadft thou lived in thofe days ! It is not worth

while being a dunce now, when there are no wits.'*

BickerftafF obferved, as a peculiar circumftance,

that Pope's fame was higher when he was alive

than it was then. Johnfon fard, his Paflorals were

poor things, though the verfification was fine.

He told us, with high fatisfadtion, the anecdote of

Pope's inquiring who was the authour of his

** London," and faying he will be foon deterre.

He obferved, that in Dryden's poetry there were

pafiages drawn from a profundity which Pope could

never reach. He repeated fome fine lines on

love, by the former, (which I have now forgotten,)

and gave great applaufc to the charadler of Zimri.

Goldfmith faid, that Pope's character of Addifon

ihcwed a deep knowledge of the human heart.

Johnfon faid, that the defcri prion of the temple,

in " The Mourning Bride," was the fined poeti-

cal paflTage he had ever read i he rccollc6led none

in Shakfpearc equal to it.—But, (faid Garrick,

all alarmed for * the God of his idolatry,') we

know not the extent and variety of his powers.

Wc are co fuppofc there are fuch pafiages in his

works.
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^vorks. Shakfpeare muft not fuffer from the bad-

nefs of our memories." Johnfon, diverted by this

enthufiaftick jeaJoufy, went on with greater ar-

dour: "No, Sir; Congreve has ;;^/«rd?/' (fmiling

on the tragick eagernefs of Garrick;) but compo-

fing himfelf, he added, " Sir, this is not compar-^

ing Congreve oa the whole, with Shakfpeare on

the whole -, but only maintaining that Congreve

has one finer paflage than any that can be found iri

Shakfpeare. Sir, a man may have no more than

ten guineas in the world, but he may have thofe

ten guineas in one piece ; and fo may have a finer

piece than a man who has ten thoufand pounds

:

but then he has only one ten-guinea piece.-—What;

I mean is, that you can fhew me no paflage where

there is fimply a defcription of material objeds,

"without any intermixture of moral notions, which

produces fuch an efi^ecl.'* Mr. Murphy menr
tioned Shakfpeare's defcription of the night before

the battle of Agincourt ; but it was obferved, it

had men in it. Mr. Davies fuggefted the fpeech

of Juliet, in which flie figures herfelf awaking in

the tomb of her anceftors. Some one mentioned

the defcription of Dover ClifF. Johnson. *^ No,
Sir; it fliould be all precipice,—all vacuum. The
crows impede your fall. The diminilhed appear-

ance of the boats, and other circumftances, are all

very good defcription; but do not imprefs the

mind at once with the horrible idea of immenfe

height. The imprefiion is divided ; you pafs on

by computation, from one ilage of the tremend-

ous fpace to another. Had the girl in " The

Mourning Bride" feid, flie could not call: her fhoe

to
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to the top of one of the pillars in the temple. It

would not have aided the idea, but weakened it."

Talking of a Barrifter who had a bad utterance,

fome one, (to roufe Johnfon,) wickedly faid, that

he was unfortunate in not having been taught ora^

tory by Sheridan. Johnson. " Nay, Sir, if he

had been taught by Sheridan, he would have

cleared the room." Gar rick. " Sheridan has

too much vanity to be a good man."—-We fhall

now fee Jchnfon*s mode of defending a man ; tak-

ing him into his own hands, and difcriminating,

Johnson. " No, Sir. There is, to be fure, in

Sheridan, fomething to reprehend, and every thing

to laugh at J but. Sir, he is not a bad man. No,
Sir ; were mankind to be divided into good and

bad, he would (land confiderably within the rank*

of good. And, Sir, it muft be allowed that

Sheridan excels in plain declamation, diough he

can exhibit no character."

I ihould, perhaps, have fupprefled this difqui-

fition concerning a perfon of whofe merit and

worth I think with refped, had he not attacked

Johnfon fo outrageoufly in his Life of Swift, and,

at the fame time, treated us his admirers as a fet

of pigmies. He who has provoked the la(h of

wit, cannot complain that he fmarts from it.

Mrs. Montagu, a lady diflinguifhed for having

written an EfTay on Shakfpeare, being mentioned

^

—Reynolds. " I think that cfFay does her ho-

ifour." Johnson. " Yes, Sirj it does her ho-

nour, but it would do nobody elfe honour. I

have, indeed, not read it all. But when 1 take

lip the end of a web, and find it packthread, I do

not
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hot expe6l, by looking further, to find erribroideryj

Sir, I will venture to fay, there is not one fentencCS

of true criticifm in her book." GaUrick. " But,

Sir, furely it fhews how much Voltaire has mif-

taken Shakfpenre, which nobody elfe has done/'

Johnson. " Sir, nobody elfe has thought it

worth while. And what merit is there irl that ? You
may as well praife a fchoolmafter for whipping a

boy who has conftrued ill. No, Sir, there is no

real criticifm in it ; none fhewing the beauty of

thought, as formed on the workings of the human
heart."

The admirers of this EfTay ^ may be offended

at the flighting manner in which Johnfon fpoke of

it ; but let it be remembered, that he gave his

honed opinion, unbiafTed by any prejudice, or any

proud jealoufy of a woman intruding herfelf into

the chair of criticifm j for Sir Jofhua Reynolds

has told me, that when the Eflay firft came out,

and it was not known who had written it, Johnfoa

wondered how Sir Jofhua could like it. At this time

Sir Jofhua himfelf had received no information con-

cerning the authour, except being affured by one

** Of whom I acknowledge myfelf to be one, confidering it as

a piece of the fecondary or comparative fpecies of criticifm, and

not of that profound fpecies which alone Dr. Johnfon would al-

low to be ** real criticifm.'* It is, befides, clearly and elegantly

expreifed, and has done effeftually what it profeffed to do,

namely, vindicated Shakfpeare from the mifreprefentations of

Volraire ; and confidering how many young people were misled

by his witty, though falfe obfervations, Mrs. iMontagu's

Eflay was of fervice to Shakfpeare with a certain clafs of readers,

and is, therefore, entided to praife. Johnfon, I am auvjred,

allowed the merit which I have ftated, faying, (with reference to

.Vohiiire,) " it is conclulivc ad hominem*'*

of
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of our moft eminent literati, that it was clear it's

authour did not know the Greek tragedies in the

original. One day at Sir Joihua's table, when it

was related that Mrs. Montague, in an excefs of

complinnent to the authour of a modern tragedy,

had exclaimed, " 1 tremble for Shakfpearci"

Johnfbn faid, " When Shakfpeare has got—

—

for his rival, and Mrs. Montague for his defender,

he is in a poor flate indeed."

Johnfon proceeded :
" The Scotchman has taken

the right method in his 'Elements of Criticifm.'

I do not mean that he has taught us any thing

;

but he has told us old things in a new way/'

MuRPHV, " He feems to have read a great deal

of French criticifm, and wants to make it his own

;

as if he had been for years anatomifing the heart

of man, and peeping into every cranny of it.'*

Goldsmith. " It is eafier to write that book, than

to read it.*' Johnson. " We have an example

of true criticifm in Burke's * Eflay on the Sub*

lime and Beautiful ;' and, if I recollect, there h
alfo Du Bos i

and Bouhours, who fhews all beauty

to depend on truth. There is no great merit in

telling how many plays have ghofts in them, and

how this Ghoft is better than that. You mud (hew

how tcrrour is impreffed on the human heart.—

In the defcription of night in Macbeth, the beetle

and the bat detra6l from the general idea of dark-

nefs,—infpilTated gloom."

Politicks being mentioned, he faid, " This

petitioning is a new mo-Je of difbreding govern-

ment, and a mighty cafy one. I will undertake

to get petition* either againll quarter guineas or

Vol. 1. N n half
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half guineas, with the help of a little hot wine.

There nnuft be no yielding to encourage this. The
objed: is not innpcrtant enough. We are not to

blow up half a dozen palaces, becaufe one cottage

is burning.'*

The converfation then took another turn.

Johnson. " It is anaazing what ignorance of cer-

tain points one fometimes finds in nnen of eminence.

A wit about town, who wrote Latin bawdy verfes,

afked me, how it happened that England and

Scotland, which were once two kingdoms, were

now one :—and Sir Fletcher Norton did not feem

to know that there were fuch publications as the

Keviews."

" The ballad of Hardyknute has no great merit,

if it be really ancient. People talk of nature. But

mere obvious nature may be exhibited with very lit-

tle power of mind."

On Thurfday, Odlober 19,! pafTed the even-

ing with him at his houfe. He advifed me to

complete a Didtionary of words peculiar to Scot-

land, of which I Ihewed him a fpecimen. " Sir,

(faid he,) Ray has made a colledtion of north-coun-

try words. By colleding thofe of your country,

you will do a ufeful thing towards the hiftory of

the language." He bade me alfo go on with col-

lections which I was making upon the antiquities

of Scotland. " Make a large bookj a folio."

BoswELL. "But of what ufe will it be. Sir?"

J-OHNSON. " Never mind the ufe; doit."

I complained that he had not mentioned Gar-

rick in his Preface to Shakfpeare j and afked him

if he did nor. admire him. Johnson, «« Yes, as *a

poor
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poor player, who frets and ftruts his hour upon the ^"7^9-

ftage ;'—as a fhadow." Boswell. " But has he ^^3^ 60,

not brought Shakfpeare into notice ?" Johnson.
" Sir, to allow that, would be to lampoon the age.

Many of Shakfpeare's plays are the worfe for being

aded: Macbeth, for inftance." Boswell. "What,
Sir, is nothing gained by decoration and adlion ?

Indeed, I do wifh that you had mentioned Garrick."

Johnson. " My dear Sir, had I mentioned him,

I mud have mentioned many more : Mrs. Pritchard,

Mrs. Gibber,—nay, and Mr. Gibber tooj he too

altered Shakfpeare." Boswell. " You have read

his apology. Sir ?" Johnson. " Yes, it is very

entertaining. But as for Gibber himfelf, taking

from his converfation all that he ought not to have

faid, he was a poor creature. I remember when

he brought me one of his Odes to have my opinion

of it, 1 could not bear fuch nonfenfe, and would

not let him read it to the end ; fo little refpe6t had

I for that great man! (laughing). Yet I remember

Richardfon wondering that I could treat him with

familiarity."

I mentioned to him that I had feen rhe execu-

tion of feveral convidts at Tyburn, two days be-

fore, and that none of them feemed to be under

any concern. Johnson. " Mod of them, Sir,

have never thought at all." Boswell. " But is

not the fear of death natural to man ?" Johnson.
" So much fo. Sir, that the whole of life is but

keeping away the thoughts of it." He then, in a

low and earned tone, talked of his meditating upon

the aweful hour of his own diflblution, and in what

manner he fliould conduct himfelf upon that

N n 2 occafion

:
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n69- occafion: " I know not (faid he,) whether I fhould

iiitat. 60. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ friend by me, or have it all between

God and myfelf.'*

Talking ofonr feeling for the diftrefles of others

;

—Johnson. " Why, Sir, there is much noifc made

about it, but it is greatly exaggerated. No, Sir,

we have a certain degree of feeling to prompt us

to do good : more than that, Providence does not

intend; It would be mifery to no purpofe.'*

BoswELL. -" But fuppofe now. Sir, that one of

your intimate friends were apprehended for an

offence for which he might be hanged." Johnson.
^^ I fhould do what I could to bail him, and give

' him any other alTiilance ; but if he were once fairly

hanged, I fliould not fuffer.'* Boswell. " Would
you eat your dinner that day, "Sir V* Johnson.
" Yes, ^Sir ; and eat it as if he were eating it with

me. Why, there's Baretti, who is to be tried

for his life to-morrow, friends have rifen up for

him on every fide ; yet if he fhould be hanged,

none of them will eat a flice of plumb-pudding

the lefs. Sir, that fympathetick feeling goes a very

little way indeprefTing the mind."

I told him that I had dined lately at Foote's,

who'fliewed me a letter to him from Tom Davies,

telling him that he had not been able to fleep from

the concern which he fdt on account of " thisfad

afalr of Barettiy' begging of him to try if he could

fuggefl any thing that might be of fervice ; and,

at the fame, recommending to him an induflrious

young man who kept a pickle-fhop. Johnson.
*' Aye, Sir, here you have a fpecimen of human
fympathyj a friend hanged, and a cucumber

pickled.
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pickled. We know not whether Baretti of the ^7^9-

pickle-man has kept Davies from deep ; nor does ^tat. 60.

he know himfclf. And as to his not fleeping,

Sirj Tom Davies is a very great man; Tom has

been upon the ftage, and knows how to do thofe

things : I have not been upon the ftage, and can-

not do thofe things.'* Boswell. " I have often

blamed myfelf, Sir, for not feeling for others as

fenfibly as many fay they do." Johnson. '^ Sir,

don*t be duped by them any more. You will find

thefe very feeling people are not very ready to do

you good. They pay you by feeling/*

BoswELL. " Foote has a great deal of humour?"

Johnson. ^' Yes, Sir." Boswell. " He has a

fin^ular talent of exhibiting chara6ler." Johnson.
** Sir, it is not a talent ; it is a vice ; it is what others

abftain from. It is not comedy, which exhibits

the character ofa fpecies, as that of a mffer gathered

from many mifers : it is farce, which exhibits in-

dividuals." BoswELL. " Did not he think of ex-

hibiting you. Sir ?" Johnson. ** Sir, fear re-

ftrained him ; he knew I would have broken his

bones. I would have faved him the trouble of

cutting off a leg ; I would not have ieft him a leg

to cut off." Boswell. "Pray, Sir, is not Foote

an infidel ?" Johnson. " I do not know, Sir,

that the fellow is an infidel; but if he be an infidel,

he is an infidel as a dog is an infidel ; that is to fay,

he has never thought upon the fubjed ^" Boswell,
" I fuppofc,

» When Mr. Foote was at Edinburgh, he thought fit to enter-

tain a numerous Scotch company, with a ;;rc.'it deal of coarfc

jocularif, ^r tl.c rv?.<-ncc of Dr. fohnfon, imagining it would
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1769. " I fuppofe, Sir, he has thought fuperficially, and

j£^i^[^^~
feized the firft notions which occurred to his mind."

Johnson. " Why then. Sir, flill he is like a dog,

that fnatches the piece next him. Did you never

obferve that dogs have not the power of compar-

ing ? A dog will take a fmall bit of meat as rea-

dily as a large, when both are before him."

" Buchanan (he obferved,) has fewer centos than

any modern Latin poet. He not only had great

knowledge of the Lann language, but was a great

poetical genius. Both the ScaHgers praife him."

He again talked of the pafiage in Congreve with

high commendation, and faid, ^' Shakfpeare

never has fix lines together without a fault. Per-

haps you may find feven : but this does not refute

my genera) aKTertion. If I come to an orchard,

and fay there's no fruit here, and then comes a por-

ing man, who finds two apples and three pears,

and tells me, ^ Sir, you are miftaken, I have

found both apples and pears,' I fhould laugh at

him ; what would that be to the purpofe ?"

be acceptable. I felt this as not civil to me; but fat very pati-

ently till he had exhaufted his merriment on that fubjeft ; and

then obferved, that furely Johnfon muft be allowed to have fome

fterling wit, and that I had heard him fay a very good thing of

Mr. Foote himfelf. *« Ah, my old friend Sam, (cried Foote,)

110 man l^i)s better things : do let us have it." Upon which f

told the above flory, which produced a very loud laugh from the

jcompany. But I never faw Foote fo difconcerted. He looked

grave and angry, and entered into a fericus refutation of the jus-

tice of the remark. ** What, Sir, (faid he,) talk thus of a man

of liberal education ;—a man who for years was at the Univerfity

C)f Oxford ; - a man who has added lixteen pew charaders to thq

£nglifh drama of his country
!"

BpSWELU
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BoswELL. " What do you think of Dr. Young's ^

'"^^*
^

'Night Thoughts,* Sir?" Johnson. " Why, ^tat. 60.

Sir, there are very fine things in them." Boswell.
^' Is there not lefs religion in the nation now. Sir,

than there was fornnerly ?'* Johnson. " I don*t

know. Sir, that there is." Boswell. " For in-

(lance, there ufed to be a chaplain in every great

family, which we do not find now." Johnson.
*' Neither do you find any ofthe ftate fervants which

great families ufed formerly to have. There is

a change of modes in the whole department of life."

Next day, 06lober 20, he appeared, for the

only time I fuppofe in his life, as a witnefs in a

Court of Juftice, being called to give evidence

to the charadler of Mr. Baretti, who having

flabbed a man in the (Ireet, was arraigned at

the Old Bailey for murder. Never did fuch a

condellation of genius enlighten the aweful SefTions-

Houfe, emphatically called Justice Hall; Mr.

Burke, Mr. Garrick, Mr. Beauclerk, and Dr.

Johnfon : and undoubtedly their favourable tefti-

mony had due weight with the Court and Jury.

Johnfon gave his evidence in a flow, deliberate,

and didindl manner, which was uncommonly im-

preflive. It is well known that Mr. Baretti was

acquitted.

On the 26rh of Odober, we dined together at

the Mitre tavern. 1 found fauk with Footc for

indulging his talent of ridicule at the expence of

his vifitors, which I colloquially termed making

fools of his company. Johnson, " Why, Sir,

when you go to fee Foote, you do not go to fee a

tiint : you go to fee a man who will be entertained

N n 4 at
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at your houfe, and then bring you on a publick

llage j who will entertain you at his houfe, for the

very purpofe of bringing you on a publick flage.

Sir, he does not make fools of his company; they

whom he expofes are fools already : he only brings

them into a6tion."

Talking of trade, he obferved, " It is a miftaken

notion that a vaft deal of money is brought into

a nation by trade. It is. not fo. Commodities

come from commodides ; but trade produces no

capital acceffion of wealth. However, though there

fhould be little profit in money, there is a confider-

able profit in pleafure, as it gives to one nation

the produ6tions of another ; as we have wines and

fruits, and many other foreign articles, brought to

us." BoswELL. " Yes, Sir, and there is a profit

•in pleafure, by its furnifhing occupation to fuch

numbers of mankind." Johnson. " Why, Sir,

you cannot call that pleafure to which all are averfe,

and which none begin but with the hope of leav-

ing offi a thing which men diflike before they

have tried it, and when they have tried it."

BoswELi,. ** But, Sir, the mind muft be employed,

and we grow weary when idle." Johnson. " That

is. Sir, becaufe, others being bufy, we want com-
pany ; but if we were all idle, there would be no

growing weary ; we fhould all entertain one ano-

ther. There is, indeed, this in trade :—it gives

men an opportunity of improving their fituation.

If there, were no trade, many who are poor would

always remain poor. But no man loves labour

for itfeif." BoswELL. *^ Yes, Sir^ I know a perfon

who does. He is a very laborious Judge, and he

^ loves
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loves the labour." Johnson. " Sir, that is be- i7^9-

caufe he loves refpedt and diftinftion. Could he £,x^f^
have them without labour, he would like it lefs."

BoswELL. " He tells me he likes it for itfelf."—

*' Why, Sir, he fancies fo, becaufe he is not

accuftomed to abftrad."

We went home to his houfe to tea. Mrs. Wil-

liams made it with fufficient dexterity, notwith-

ftanding her blindnefs, though her manner of fads-

fying herfelf that the cups were full enough, ap-

peared to me, a little aukward ; for I fancied fhe

put her finger down a certain way, till fhe felt the

tea touch it^ In my firft elation at being al-

lowed the privilege of attending Dr. Johnfon at his

late vifits to this lady, which was like being ejecre-

toribus confiliisy I willingly drank cup after cup, as

if it had been the Heliconian fpring. But as the

charm of novelty went off, I grew more faflidious;

and befides, I difcovered that Ihe was of a peevifh

temper.

There was a pretty large circle this evening. Dr.

Johnfon was in very good humour, lively, and

ready to talk upon all fubjefts. Mr. Ferguflbn,

the felf-taught philofopher, told him of a new-

invented machine which went without horfes: a

man who fat in it turned a handle, which worked a

fpring that drove it forward. " Then, Sir, (faid

Johnfon,) what is gained is, the man has his choice

* I have fincc had rcafon to tliinlc that I was mifiaken ; for I

have been inforracd by a Lady, who was l^ng intimate with her,

and likely to be a more accurate obfcrvcr ot futh matters, that

' ' trquircd fuch a niccntfs of touch, as to know, by the

i the ouifiJe ccup, how near it was to being fulL

whether
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17^9. whether he will move himfelf alone, or himfelf

and the nnachine too/* Dominicetti being men-

tioned, he would not allow him any merit. ** There

is nothing in all this boafted fydem. No, Sir

;

medicared baths cafi be no better than warm

water : their only efFedl can be that of tepid moif,-

ture." One of the company took the other fide,

maintaining that medicines of various forts, and

fome too of mod powerful effed, are introduced

into the human frame by the medium of the pores

;

and, therefore, when v;arm water is impregnated

with falutifcrous fubilances^ it may produce great

efreds as a bath. This appeared to me very fatis-

fadory. Johnfon did not anfwer it; but talking

for vidlory, and determined to be matter of the

field, he had recourfe to the device which Gold-

fmith imputed to him in the witty words of one of

Gibber's comedies : " There is no arguing with

Johnfon ; for when his piilol mifTes fire, he knocks

you clown vvirh the butt end of it." He turned to

the gentleman, " Well, Sir, go to DoiTiinicetti,

and get thyfeif fumigated; but be fure that the

Jleam be direded to thy heady for that is the peccant

part.'* This produced a triumphant roar of laugh-

ter from the motley alfembiy of philofophers,

printers, and dependents, male and female.

I know not how fo whimfical a thought came

into my mind, but 1 afked, " If, Sir, you were

fnut up in a caftle, and a new-born child with you,

what would you do?" Johnson. "Why, Sir,

I fhould not much like my company." Boswell.

« But would you take the trouble of rearing it
?"

He feemed, as may well be fuppofed, unwilling

to
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to purfue the fubjedl : but upon my pcrfeverlng

in my queftion, replied, "Why yes. Sir, I would} ^^^^^
,~'

but 1 muft have all conveniencies. If I had no

garden, I would make a fhed on the roof, and

take it there for frefh air. 1 fhould f^ed it, and

wafh it much, and with warm water to pleafe it,

not with cold water to give it pain." Bos^^ell.
'^ But, Sir, does not heat relax?" Johnson.
.** Sir, you are not to imagine the water is to be

very hot. I would not coddle the child. No, Sir,

the hardy method of treating children does no good. \

I'll take you five children from London, who
fliall cuff five Highland children. Sir, a man
bred in London will carry a burthen, or run, or

wreftle, as well as a man brought up in the hardieft

manner in the country." Boswell. " Good liv-

ing, I fuppofe, makes the Londoners ftrong."

Johnson. " Why, Sir, I don't know that it does.

Our chairmen from Ireland, who are as ftrong

men as any, have been brought up upon potatoes.

Quantity makes up for quality.^' Boswell.

*' Would you teach this child that I have furniftied

you with, any thing ?" Johnson. *« No, I (liould

hot be apt to teach it." Boswell. ^' Would not

you have a pleafure in teaching it P" Johnson,

f* No, Sir, I fhould not have a pleafure in teaching

it." Boswell. ** Have you not a pleafure in

teaching men !

—

There I have you. You have the

fame pleafure in teaching men, that I Ihould have

in teacliiiig children." Johnson. ^* Why, fome-

thing about that."

Boswell. " Do you think, Sir, that what is

called fvirnral aflij^ion is born with us ? It fcoms

to
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^1^9' to me to be the effeft of habit, or of gratitude for

Mtdt, 60. kindnefs. No child has it for a parent whom it

has not feen." Johnson. " Why, Sir, I think

there is an inftindlive natural affection in parents

towards their children."

Ruffia being mentioned as likely to become a

great empire, by the rapid increafe of population:—

•

Johnson. '^ Why, Sir, 1 fee no profpe'ft of their

propagating more. They can have no more chil-

dren than they can get. I know of no way to make
them breed more than they do. It is not from reafon

and prudence that people marry, but from incli-

nation. A man is poor; he thinks, ^ I cannot be

worfe, and fo I'll e'en take Peggy." Boswell.
*' But have not nations been more populous at one

period than another?" Johnson. "Yes, Sir;

but that has been owing to the people being lefs

thinned at one period than another, whether by

emigrations, war, or peftilence, not by their be-

ing more or lefs prolifick. Births at all times

bear the fame proportion to the fame number of

people." Boswell. " But, to confider the ftate

of our own country ;—does not throwing a num-
ber of farms into one hand hurt population ?"

Johnson. " V/hy no. Sir; the fame quantity of

food being produced, will be confumed by the fame

number of mouths, though the people may be dif-

pofed of in different v/ays. We fee, if corn be

dear, and butchers' meat cheap, the farmers all ap-

ply themfelves to the raifing of corn, till it becomes

plentiful and cheap, and then butchers' meat be-

comes dear; fo that an equality is alv/ays prefcrved.

No, Sir, let fanciful men do as they will, depend

upon
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on itj it is difficult todifliurb the fyflem of life."

SWELL. " But, Sir, is it not a very bad thing ^^
landlords to opprefs their tenants, by raifmg

ir rents?" Johnson. " Very bad. But, Sir,

never can have any general influence ; it may
juiitrefs feme individuals. For, confider this:

landlords cannot do without tenants. Now tenants

mil not give more for land, than land is worth.

If they can make more of their money by keeping

a fhop, or any other way, they^ll do it, and fo

oblige landlords to let land come back to a reafon-

able rent, in order that they may get tenants.

Land, in England, is an article of commerce. A
tenant who pays his landlord his rent, thinks him-

felf no more obliged to him than you think your-

felfobliged to a man in whofe (hop you buy a piece

of goods. He knows the landlord does not let him

have his land for lefs than he can get from ethers, in

the fame manner as the fhopkeeper fells his goods.

No fhopkeeper fells a yard of ribband for fixpencc

when feven-pence is the current price." Boswell.
« But, Sir, is it not better that tenants fhould be

dependent on landlords ?" Johnsox. " Why,
Sir, as there are many more tenants than landlords,

perhaps, flri6lly fpeaking, we fhould wifh not.

But if you pleafe you may let your lands cheap,

and fo get the value, part in money and part in

homage. I fhould agree with you in that." Bos-

well. " So, Sir, you laugh at fchemes of political

improvement." Johnson. " Why, Sir, mod
fchemes of political improvement are very laugh-

able things."

He
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'7%* He obfervcd, " Providence has wifely ordered

^tat. 60. ^^"^^^ ^^^^ more numerous men are, the more dif-

ficult it is for them to agree in any thing, and fo

they are goverrfed. There is no doubt, that if

the poor fhould reafon, ^ We'll be the poor no

longer, we'll make the rich take their turn,' they

could eafily do it, were it not that they can't agree.

So the common foldiers, though fo much more

numerous than their officers, are governed by them

for the fame reafon."

He faid, " Mankind have a ftrong attachment

to the habitations to which they have been accuf-

tomed. You fee the inhabitants of Norway do not

with one confent quit it, and go to fome part of

America, where there is a mild climate, and

where they may have the fame produce from land,

with the tenth part of the labour. No, Sir j their

alfedion for their old dwellings, and the terrour

of a general change, keep them at home. Thus,

we fee many of the fineil fpots in the world thinly

inhabited, and many rugged fpots well inhabited.'*

" The London Chronicle", which was the only

news-paper he conPcantly took in, being brought,

the office of reading it aloud was affigned to me.

I was diverted by his impatience. He made me
pafs over fo many parts of it, that my tafk was very

cafy. He would not fuffer one of the petitions

to tlie King about the Middlcfex eledlion to be

read.

I had hired a Bohemian as my fervant while I

rem.ained in London, and being much pleafed with

him, I aflced Dr. Johnfon whether his being a

Roman Catholick fliould prevent my taking him

with
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h me to Scotland. Johnson. " Why no, Sir. '7^9-

he has no obje6^ion, you can have none." Bos- ^Etat. 6o,

LI . " So, Sir, you are no great enemy to the

.man Cathollck religion." Johnson. " No
)re, Sir, than to the Prefbyterian religion."

)SWELL. " You are joking." Johnson. "No,
^,r, I really think ib. Nay, Sir, of the two, I

prefer the Popifh." Boswell. "How fo, Sir?

Johnson. " Why, Sir, the Prefbyterians have no

church, no apoftolical ordination." Boswell.
" And do you think that abfoiutely eflenrial, Sir ?"

Johnson. " Why, Sir, as it was an apoftolical in-

flitution, I think it is dangerous to be without it.

And, Sir, the Pre/byterians have no publick wor-

fhip : they have no form of prayer in which they

know they are to join. They go to hear a man
pray, and are to judge whether they will join with

him." Boswell. " But, Sir, their do6lrine is the
'

fame with that of the Church ofEngland. Their con-

fefljon of faith, and the thirty-nine articles, contain

the fame points, even the dodbrine of predeftina-

tion." Johnson. "Why yes. Sir; predeftination

was a part of the clamour of the times, fo it is

mendoned in our articles, but with as little pofi-

tivcncfs as could be." Boswell. " Is it ncceiTary,

Sir, to believe all the thirty-nine articles?*' John-
son. " Why, Sir, that is a quellion which has been

much agitated. Some have thought it neceflary

that they (hould all be believed ; others have con-

fidered them to be only articles of peace, that is to

fay, you are not to preach againd them." Bos-

well. " It appears to me. Sir, that predeRination,

or what is equivalent to it^ cannot be avoided^ it

wc
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we hold an univerfal prefcience in the Deity." John*
SON. " Why, Sir, does nor God every day fee

things going on without preventing them ?" Bos-

well. " True, Sir; but if a thing be certainly

forefeen, it mufl be fixed, and cannot happen

otherwife ; and if we apply this confideration to the

human mind, there is no free will, nor do I fee

how prayer can be of any avail." He mentioned

Dr. Clarke, and Bi(hop Bramhall on Liberty and

Necefiity, and bid me read South's fermons on

Prayer; but avoided the queftion which has ex-

cruciated philofophers and divines, beyond any

other. I did not prefs it further, when I per-

ceived that he was difpleafed, and fhrunk from any

abridgement of an attribute ufually afcribed to the

Divinity, however irreconcileable in its full extent

with the grand fyftem of moral government. His

fuppofed orthodoxy here cramped the vigorous

powers of his underftanding. He was confined by

a chain which early imagination and long habit

made him think maffy and flrong, but which, had

he ventured to try, he could at once have fnapt

afunder.

I proceeded :
" What do you think. Sir, of

Purgatory, as believed by the Roman Catholicks ?'*

Johnson. Why, Sir, it is a very harmlefs dodlrine.

They are of opinion that the generality of man-

kind are neither fo obftinately wicked as to de-

ferve everlafting punifhment, nor fo good as to

merit being admitted into the fociety of bleffed

fpirits ; and therefore that God is gracioufly pleafed

to allow of a middle flate, where they may be

purified by eettain degrees of fuffering. You fee,

6 Sir,
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Sir, there is nothing unreafonable in this.** Bos-

^VELL. " But then. Sir, their mafles for the dead ?'*

Johnson. *« Why, Sir, if it be once eftabliflied

that there are fouls in purgatory, it is as proper to

pray for them^ as for our brethren of mankind who
are yet in this life." Boswell. "The idolatry of

the Mafs ?"

—

Johnson. *' Sir, there is no idolatry

in the Mafs. They believe God to be there, and

they adore him.'* Boswell. " The worfhip of

Saints ?'* Johnson. *' Sir, they do not worlhip

faints; they invoke them ; they only afk their

prayers. I am talking all this time of the do^rines

of the church of Rome. I grant you that in

^raniccy Purgatory is made a lucrative impofition,

and that the people do become idolatrous as they

recommend themfelvcs to the tutelary protedliom

of particular faints. I think their giving the

facrament only in one kind is criminal, becaufe it

is contrary to the cxprefs inftitution of Christ,

and I wonder how the Council of Trent admitted

it.** Boswell. " ConfefTion ?'*

—

Johnson. "Why,
1 don*t know but that is a good thing. The
fcripture fays, * Confefs your faults one to another/

and die priefts confefs as well as the laity. Then
it mud be confidered that their abfolution is only

upon repentance, and often upon penance alfo.

You think your fins may be forgiven withouc

penance, upon repentance alone."

I thus ventured to mention all the comojon ob-

jections againft the Roman Catholick Church, that

1 might hear fo great a man upon them. What
he faid is here accurately recorded. But it is not

Vol. 1. Go improbable
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improbable that if one had taken the other fide, h«

might have reafoned differently.

I muft however mention, that he had a refpedl:

for " the old religion^' as the mild Melandlhon

called that of the Roman Catholick Church, even

while he was exerting himfelf for its reformation

in fome particulars. Sir William Scott informs

me, that he heard Johnfon fay, " A man who is

converted from Proteftantifm to Popery, may be

fincere: he parts with nothing: he is only fuper-

adding to what he already had. But a convert from

Popery to Proteftantifm, gives up fo much of what

he has held as facred as any thing that he retains ;

there is fo much laceratian of mind in fuch a con-

verfion, that it can hardly be fincere and lafting."^

The truth of this refle6tion may be confirmed by

many and eminent inftances, fome of which will

occur to moft of my readers.

When we were alone, I introduced the fubje6t

of death, and endeavoured to maintain that the

fear of it might be got over. I told him that

David Hume faid to me, he was no more uneafy to

think he fhould not he after this life, than that he

had not heen htfort he htg3.n to exift. Johnson.
" Sir, if he really thinks fo, his perceptions are

difturbed 5 he is mad : if he does not think fo>

he lies. He may tell you, he holds his finger in

the flame of a candle, without feeling pain; would

you believe him I When he dies, he at leaft

gives up all he has." Boswell. " Foote, Sir,

told me, that when he was very ill he was not

afraid to die." Johnson. " It is not true. Sir.

Hold a piftol to Footers breaft, or to Hume's
breaft.
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breaH:, and threaten to kill them, and you*ir fee .

'7^9-

how they behave." Boswell. " But may we not ^tat. 60,

fortify our minds for the approach of death r"

—Here I am fenfible I was in the wrongs to bring

before his view what he ever looked upon with

horrour ; for although when in a celeflial frame,

in his " Vanity of human wifhes," he has fup-

pofed death to be " kind Nature's fignal for re-

treat," from this (late of being to " a happier

feat," his thoughts upon this aweful change were

in general full of difmal apprehenfions. His mind

refembled the vaft amphitheatre, the Colifaeum

at Rome. In the centre flood his judgement,

which, like a mighty gladiator, combated thofe

apprehenfions that, like the wild beads of the

Arena, were all around in cells, ready to be lee

out upon him* After a conflid, he drives them
back into their dens -, but not killing them, they

were flill afTailing him. To my queflion, whether

we might not fortify our minds for the approach of

death, he anfwered, in a paflion, " No, Sir, let

it alone. It matters not how a man dies, but how
he lives. The adl of dying is not of importance,

it lads fo fhort a time." He added, (with an

earnefl look,) " A man knows it mufl be fo,

and fubmits. It will do him no good to whine."

I attempted to continue the converfation. He
was fo provoked, that he faid, " Give us no more

of this i" and was thrown into fuch a flate of agi-

tation, that he expreffed himfeif in a way that

alarmed and didrcITcd me i fliewed an impatience

•hat 1 Ibould leave him, and when I was going

Q Q ^ away
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away, called to me fternly, " Don't let us meet

to-morrow."

I went home exceedingly uneafy. All the harfl>

obfervations which I had ever heard made upon

his charadler, crowded into my mind ; and I

fqemed to myfelf like the man who had put his

head into the lion's mouth a great many times

with perfed fafety, but at laft had it bit off.

Next morning I fent him a note. Hating, that

I might have been in the wrong, but it was not in-

tentionally ; he was therefore, I could not help^

thinking, too fevere upon me. That notwith-

flanding our agreement not to meet that day, I

would call on him in my way to the city, and Hay

five minutes by my watch. " You are, (faid I)

in my mind, fince laft night, furrounded with cloud

and ftorm. Let me have a glimpfe of funfhine,

and go about my affairs in lerenity and cheer

-

fulnefs.''

Upon entering his ftudy, I was glad that he was

not alone, which would have made our meeting

more awkward. There were with him, Mr,

Steevens and Mr. Tyers, both ofwhom I now faw

for the firft time. My note had, on his own re-

fiedion, foftened him, for he received me very

complacendy ; fo that I unexpc6tedly found myfelf

at eafe, and joined in the converfation.

He faid, the criticks had done too much honour

to Sir Richard Blackmore, by writing fo much

againft him. That in his " Creation'' he had

been helped by various wits, a line by Phillips

and a line by Tickelli fo that by their aid, and

that of others, the poem had been made out.

I defended
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I defended Blackmore's fuppofed lines, ivhich ^yh- <

have been ridiculed as abfolute nonfenfe : ^^^^ 5^^

*^ A painted veft Prince Voltiger had on,

" Which from a naked Pi6l hisgrandfire won'."

I maintained it to be a poetical conceit. A Pi6t

being painted, if he is flain in battle, and a veft is

made of his fkin, it is a painted vcft won from him,

though he was naked.
*' Johnfon fpoke unfavourably of a certain pretty

voluminous authour, faying, " He ufed to write

anonymous books, and then other books com-

^ An acute corrcfpondent of the European Magazine, April

1792, has completely cxpofcd a miftakc which has been unac-

countably frequent in afcribing thcfe lines toBlackmore, notwith-

ftanding that Sir Richard Steel in that very popular Work ** The

^pcclator," mentions them as written by the Authour of ** The

Britifh Princes,** the Honourable Edward Howard. The cor-

rcfpondent above meationed, fhews this miftakc to be fo inve-

terate, that not only / defended the lines as Blackmore's, in the

prefence of Dr. Johnfon, without any contradiftion or doubt of

their authenticity, but that the Reverend Mr. Whitaker his

affcrted in point, that he underftands they wcic/up/irej/e^ in the late

edition or editions of Blackmore. *' After all (fays this intelligent

writer) it is not unworthy of particular obfcrvation, that thefc

lines fo often quoted do not exift either in Blackmore or Howard."

In ** The Briti(h Princes," 8vo. 1669. now before me, p. 96,
they ftand tkus

:

«* A vcft as admirM Voltiger had on,

«* Which, from this Iflands foes, his grandfirc won,

** Whofe artful colour pafs'd the Tyrian dye,

«• Oblig'd to triumph in this legacy."

It is probable, I think, that fomc wag, in order to make

Howard ftill more rtdiculoui than be really was, has formed the

couplet u it now circulates.

O o 3 mending
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^1^9^ mending thofe books, in which there was fome-*

^pjf^ thing of rafcality."

I whifpered him, " Well, Sir, you are now in

good humour." Johnson. " Yes, Sir." I was

going to leave him, and had got as far as the flair-

cafe. He flopped me, and fmiling, faid, *^ Get

you gone /;;," a curious mode of inviting me to

ilay, which I accordingly did for fomc time

longer.

This little incidental quarrel and reconciliation,

which, perhaps, I may be thought to have detailed

too minutely, mufl be efleemed as one of many
proofs which his friends had, that though he might

jbe charged with bad humour at times, he was al-

ways a good-natured man -, and I have heard Sir

Jofhua Reynolds, a nice and delicate obferver of

manners, particularly remark, that when upon

any occafion Johnfon had been rough to any per-

fon in company, he took the firfl opportunity of

reconciliation, by drinking to him, or addrefTing

his difcourfe to him ; but if he found his dignified

indire(5l overtures fullenly negle6led, he was quite

indifferent, and confidered himfelf as having done

all that he ought to do, and the other as now in the

wrong.

Being to fet out for Scotland on the loth of

November, I wrote to him at Streadiam, beg-

ging that he would meet me in town on the 9th
\

)p\it if this fhould be very inconvenient to him^

J would go thither. His anfv/er was as follows

:
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^0 James Boswell, Efy, jEUu 60.

" Dear Sir,

** UPON balancing the inconveniencies of

both parties, I find it will lefs incommode you to

fpcnd your night here, than me to come to town.

I wi(h to fee you, and am ordered by the lady of

this houfe to invite you hither. Whether you can

come or not, I fliall not have any occafion of writ-

ing to you again before your marriage, and there-

fore tell you now, that with great fincerity I wiih

you happinefs. I am, dear Sir,

" Your moft affedionate humble fervant,

** Nov. 9, 1769. Sam. Johnson.'*

I was detained in town till it was too late on the

9th, fo went to him early in the morning of the

tenth of Odlober. " Now (faid he,) that you

are going to marry, do not expedl more from life,

than life will afford. You may often find yourfelf

out of humour, and you may often think your

wife not fludious enough to pleafe you ; and yet

you may have reafon to confider yourfelf as upon

the whole very happily married."

Talking of marriage in general, he obfcrved,

" Our marriage fervice is too refined. It is cal-

culated only for the bcfl: kind of marriages;

whereas, we fhould have a form for matches of

convenience, of which there are many." He
agreed with me that there was no abfolute necef-

fity for having the marriage ceremony performed

O o 4 by
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J 769. by a regular clergyman, for this was not com-

^2J^J^^^ manded in fcripturc.

I was volatile enough to repeat to him a little

epigrammatick fong of mine, on matrimony,

which Mr. Garrick had a few days before procured

to be fet to mufick by the very ingenious Mr. Dihden*

A Matrimonial Thought.

^[ IN the blithe days of honey-moon>
" With Kate^s allurements fmitten,

*^ I loy'd her late, I lov*d her foon,

" And caird her deareft kitten.

*^ But now my kitten's grown a cat,

'^ And crofs like other wives,

*^ O ! by my foul, my honefl Mat,
" I fear fhe has nine lives."

My illuflrious friend faid, " It is very well, Sir^

but you ihould not fwear." Upon which I altered

<f O! by my foul," to ^'alas, alas!"

He was fo good as to accompany me to London,

and fee me into the poft-chaife which was to carry

me on my road to Scotland. And fure I am, that

however inconfiderabie many of the particulars re-

corded at this time may appear to fome, they will

beefteemed by the beft part ofmy readers as genuine

traits of his charadler, contributing together to give

a full, fair, and diftind view of it,

iEtat. 61. In 1770 he publifhed a political pamphlet, en-^

titled " The Falfe Alarm," intended to juftify thq

condud of miniftry and their majority in the Houfe

cf



Dr. JOHNSQN. 565

of Commons, for having virtually afiumed it as ^77^*

an axiom, that the expulfion of a Member of Par- ^ut" 6u
liament was equivalent to exclufion, and thus

having declared Colonel Lutterel to be duly

elecled for the county of Middlefex, notwithftand-

ing Mr. Wilkes had a great majority of votes.

This being juilly confidered as a grofs violation of

the right of eledlion, an alarm for the conftitu-

tion extended itfelf all over the kinj^dom. To
prove this alarm to be falfe, was the purpofe of

Johnfon's pamphlet ; but even \m vaft powers

were inadequate to cope with conftitutional truth

and reafon, and his argument failed of efFc6t; and

the Houfe of Commons have fince expunged the

ofFenfivc refolution from their Journals. That the

Houfe of Commons might have expelled Mr.
Wilkes repeatedly, and as often as he fhould be

re-chofen, was not denied; but incapacitation can-

not be but by an adl of the whole Icgiflature. It

was wonderful to fee how a prejudice in favour of

government in general, and an averfion to popular

clamour, could blind and contradl fuch an under-

ftanding as Johnfon's, in this pardcular cafe ; yet

the wit, the farcafm, the eloquent vivacity which

this pamphlet difplayed, made it be read with

great avidity at the time, and it will ever be read

with pleafure, for the fake of its compofition. That

it endeavoured to infufe a narcotick indifference,

as t^ publick concerns, into the minds of the peo-

ple, and that it broke out fometimcs into an ex-

treme coarfenefs of contcmjnuous abufc, is but

too evident.

Ic
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It mufl not, however, be omitted, that when

the ftorm of his violence fubfides, he takes a fair

opportunity to pay a grateful complinnent to the

King, who had rewarded his merit :
" Thefe low-

born rulers have endeavoured, furely without effect,

to alienate the afFedions of the people from the

only King who for almoft a century has much ap-

peared to defire, or much endeavoured to defervc

them." And, " Every honefl man muft lament,

that the fa£lion has been regarded with frigid

neutrality by the Tories, who being long accuf-

tomed to fignalife their principles by oppofition to

the Court, do not yet confider, that they have at

laft a King who knows not the name of party,

and who wifhes to be the common father of all his

people/'

To this pamphlet, which was at once difcovcrcd

to be Johnfon's, feveral anfwcrs came out, in

¥;hich, care was taken to remind the publick of

his former attacks upon government, and of his

nov/ being a penfioner, without allowing for the

honourable terms upon which Johnfon's penfion

was granted and accepted, or the change of fyftem

whicii the Bricifh court had undergone upon the

acceffion of his prefent Majefty, He was, how-
ever, foothed in the highefl ftrain of panegyrick,

in a poem called " The Remonftrance," by the

Reverend Mr, Stockdale, to whom he was, upon

many occafions, a kind prote6lor.

The following admirable minute made by him,

defcribes fo well his own irate, and that of num-
bers to whom felf- examination is habitual, that I

^i^innot omit it

:

"June
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"June I, 1770. Every man naturally perfuades

himfelf that he can keep his refolutions, nor is ^tat. 67
he convinced of his innbecility but by length of

time and frequency of experiment. This opinion

of our own conftancy is fo prevalent, that we al-

ways defpiie him who fufFers his general and fettled

purpofe to be overpowered by an occafional defire.

They, therefore, whom frequent failures have

made defperate, ceafe to form refolutions 3 and

they who are become cunning, do not tell them.

Thofe who do not make them are very few, but

of their effedl little is perceived; for fcarcely any

man perfifls in a courfe of life planned by choice,

but as he is reftrained from deviation by fome ex-

ternal power. He who may live as he will, fel-

dom lives long in the obfervation of his own
^ules^'-'

Of this year I have obtained the following letters:

I'd the Reverend Dr. Farmer, Camkridge, ^

"Sir,
" AS no man ought to keep wholly to hini-

fclf any pofleflion that may be ufeful to the pub-

lick, I hope you will not think me unreafonably in-

trufive, if I have recourfe to you for fuch informa-

tion as you are more able to give me than any

other man.

" In fupport of an opinion which you have al-

ready placed above the need of any more fupport,

Mr. Steevens, a very ingenious gentleman^ lately

pf King's College, has colle6lcd an account of all

• Prayers and Mcditatigns, p. 93*.

the
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the tranflations which Shakfpeare might have fcen

and ufed. He wifhcs his catalogue to be perfedb,

and therefore intreats that you will favour him by

the infertion of fuch additions as the accuracy of

your inquiries has enabled you to make. To this

requeft, I take the liberty of adding my own
folicitation.

*' We have no immediate ufe for this catalogue,

and therefore do not defire that it fhould interrupt

or hinder your more important employments.

But it will be kind to let us know that you re-

ceive it.

« I am. Sir, &c.

*' Johnfon's- court, Fleet-ftreet, SaM. JoHNSON.*'
March 21, 1770.

Tb the Reverend Mr, Thomas Warton,

" Dear Sir,

"THE readinefs with which you were

pleafed to promife me fome notes on Shakfpeare,

was a new inftance of your friendfhip. I ihall not

hurry you ; but am defired by Mr. Steevens, who
helps me in this edition, to let you know, that we
fhall print the tragedies firfl, and ihall therefore want

firft the notes which belong to them. We think

not to incommode the readers with a fupplement;

and therefore, what we cannot put into its proper

place, will do us no good. We fhall not begin

to print. before the end of fix weeks, perhaps not

fo foon,

" I am, &c.
«^ London, June 23, 1770. SaM. JohnSON."

4 r*



Dr. JOHNSON. 57^
17 70.

^q the Reverend Dr, Joseph Wartok, ^j^j^ 61^

** Dear Sir,

" I AM revifing my edition of Shakfpearc,

and remember that I formerly mifreprefented your

opinion of Lear. Be pleafed to write the para-

graph as you would have it, and fend it. If you

have any remarks of your own upon that or any

other play, 1 fliall gladly receive them.

" Make my compliments to Mrs. Warton. I

fometimcs think of wandering for a few days to

Winchefler, but am apt to delay. 1 am. Sir,

" Your mod humble fervant,

•* Sept. 27, 1770. Sam. Johnson."

To Mr, Francis Barber, at Mrs. Clapp's,

Bijhop-Stortfordy Ibrtfordjhire,

Dear Francis,

" I am at lafl fat down to write to you, and

fhould very much blame myfelf for having ne-

gledled you fo long, if I did not impute that and

many other failings to want of health. I hope not

to be fo long filent again. I am very well fatis-

fied with your progrefs, if you can really perform

the exercifes which you are fet y and I hope Mr.

Ellis docs not fufFcr you to impofe on him, or on

yourfelf.

" Make my compliments to Mr. Ellis, and to

Mrs. Clapp, and Mr. Smith.

** Let me know what Englilh books you read for

your entertainment. You can never be wife un-*

Icfs you love reading.
** Do
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i77o-< 'f Do not Imagine that I fhall forget or forfakd

'^Dtt 6 y^" * ^^^ ^^^ when I examine you, I find that you

have not loft your time, you fhall want no encou-

ragement from
" Yours afFedtionately,

«London>Scpt. 2j, 1770. Sam* JoHNSON,"

To the famffi,

^' Dear Francis,

" I HOPE you mind your bufinefs. I defigrt

you fhall ftay with Mrs. Clapp thefe holidays. If

you are invited out you may go, if Mr. Ellis gives

leave. I have ordered you fome clothes, which

you will receive, I believe, next week; My com-

pliments to Mrs. Clapp and to Mr. Ellis, and Mr,

Smith, &c. I am
" Your afFedionate,

December 7, 1770. Sam. JohjsTSON."

During this year there was a total cefTation of

all correfpondence between Dr. johnfon and me,

without any coldnefs on either fide, but merely

from procraftlnation, continued from day to day j

and as I was not in London, I had no opportunity

of enjoying his company and recording his conver-

fation. To fupply this blank, I fhall prefent my
readers with fome Colle^aniay obligingly furnifhed

to me by the Reverend Dr. Maxwell, of Falkland,

in Ireland, fome time -alTiftant preacher at the

Temple, and for many years the focial friend of*

Johnfon, who fpoke of him with a very kind

regard.

5 «'M)r
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** My acquaintance with that great and venera-

ble charadler commenced in the year 1754. I

was introduced to him by Mr. Grierlbn % his Ma-
jefly's printer at Dublin, a gentleman of uncom-
mon learning, and great wit and vivacity. Mr.
Grierfon died in Germany, at the age of twenty-

fevcn. Dr. Johnfon highly refpedled his abilidcs,

and often obferved, that he poflefled more exten-

five knowledge than any man of his years he had

ever known. His induftry was equal to his talents j

and he particularly excelled in every fpecies of

philological learning, and was, perhaps, the bell

critick of the age he lived in.

" I mud always remember with gratitude my
obligation to Mr. Grierfon, for the honour and

happinefs of Dr. Johnfon's acquaintance and friend*

fliip, which continued uninterrupted and undi-

minifhed to his death : a connection, that was at

once the pride and happinefs of my life.

" What pity it is, that fo much wit and good

fenfe as he continually exhibited in converfation,

ihould perifh unrecorded ! Few perfons quitted his

company without perceiving themfelves wifcr and

better than they were before. On ferious fubjedls

he flafhcd the mod interefting convidlion upon his

auditors ; and upon lighter topicks, you might

have fuppofed

—

Albano tnufas de monte locutas.

" Though I can hope to add but little to the

celebrity of fo exalted a charadler, by any com-

munications I can furnifli, yet out of pure refpeA

Son of the learned Mrs. Grierfon, who was patronifcd bf
the late Lord Granvillc> and vvm die editor of IcvcraJ of th«

C9
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to his memory, I will venture to tranfmit to yoU

fome anecdotes concerning him, which fell under

my own obiervation. The very mlnuti^ o( Cuch. a

Chara6ter muft be interefting, and may be com-
pared to the filings of diamonds.

** In politicks he was deemed a Tory, but cer-

tainly was not fo in the obnoxious or party fenfe

of the term; for while he afTerted the legal and

falutary prerogatives of the crown, he no lefs re-

fpefted the conftitutional liberties of the people.

Whiggifm, at the time of the Revolution, he faid,

was accompanied with certain principles ; but lat-

terly, as a mere party diftindion under Walpole

and the Pelhams, was no better than the politicks

of ftock-jobbers, and the religion of infidels.

" He detefted the idea of governing by parlia-

mentary corruption, and afTerted moft ftrenuouOy,

that a prince fteadily and confpicuoufly purfuing

the interefts of his people, could not fail of parlia-

mentary concurrence. A prince of ability, he

contended, might and fhould be the dire6i:ing foul

and fpirit of his own adminiftration ; in Ihort, his

own minifter, and not the mere head of a party

:

and then, and not till then, would the royal dig-

nity be fincerely refpeded.

" Johnfon feemed to think, that a certain de-

gree of crown influence over the Houfes of Par-

liament, (not meaning a corrupt and fhameful de-

pendence,) was very (aiutary, nay even necefiary^

in our mixed government. ' For, (faid he,) if

the members were under no crown influence, and

difqualified from receiving any gratification from

Court, and refembled, as they poffibly might,

t Pym
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Vym and Haflerig, and other ftubborn and fturdy

rnembers of the long Parliament, the wheels of
government would be totally obllruded. Such
men 'would oppofe, merely to rtiew their power,

from envy, jealoufv, and perverfity of difpofition

;

and not gaining themfelves, would hate and op-

pofe all who did : not loving the perfon of the

prince, and conceiving they owed him little grati-

tude, from the mere fpirit of infolence and contra-

di(ftion, they would oppofe and thwart him upon
all occpfions/

" The infeparable imperfedion annexed to all

human governments, confided, he faid, in not

being able to create a fufficient fund of virtue and

principle to carry the laws into due and effedual

execution. Wifdom might plan, but virtue alone

could execute. And where could fufficient virtue

be found? A variety of delegated, and often dif-

cretionary powers muft be entrufted fomewhere

;

which, if not governed by integrity and confcience,

would necefTarily be abufed, till at lad the condablc

would fell his for a (hilling.

" This excellent perfon was fometlmes charged

with abetting (lavifh and arbitrary principles of

government. Nothing in my opinion could be a

groflfcr calumny and mifreprefentation j for how

can it be rationally fuppofed, that he fhould adopt

fuch pernicious and abfurd opinions, whofupported

his philofophical chara(fler with fo much dignity,

was extremely jealous of his perfonal liberty and

independence, and could not brook the fmalleft

appearance of neglcdl or inlult, even from the

higheft pcrfonagcs ?

Vol. I. Pp "But
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1770. " But let us view him in fome inflances of more

itat.l',.'
familiar life.

*' His general mode of life, during my ac-

quaintance, feemed to be pretty uniform. Abouc

twelve o'clock I commonly vifitcd him, and fre-

quently found him in bed, or declaiming over his

tea, which he drank very plentifully. He gene-

rally had a levee of morning vifitors, chiefly men
of letters j Hawkefworth, Goldfmith, Murphy,

Langton, Steevens, Beauclerk, &c. &c. and

fometimes learned ladies, particularly I remember

a French lady of wit and fafhion doing him the

honour of a vifit. He feemed to me to be confi-

dered as a kind of publick oracle, whom every

body thought they had a right to vifit and confult

;

and doubtlefs they were well rewarded. I never
^ could difcover how he found time for his com.po-

iitions. He declaimed all the morning, then went

to dinner at a tavern, where he commonly ftaid

late, and then drank his tea at fome friend's houfe,

over which he loitered a great while, but feldom

took fupper. I fancy he muft have read and wrote

chiefly in the night, for 1 can fcarcely recolle6c

that he ever refufed going with me to a tavern,

and he often went to Ranelagh, which he deemed a

place of innocent recreation.

" He frequently gave all the filver in his pocket

to the poor, who watched him, between his houfe

and the tavern where he dined. He walked the

flreets at all hours, and faid he v/as never robbed,

for the rogues knew he had little money, nor had

the appearance of having much.

Though
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^^Though the moft accefTible and communica- '77°-

live man alive, yet when he fufpeded he was in- ^t^t. 6i,

vited to be exhibited, he conftantly fpurned the

invitation.

" Two young women from Stafford fhire vifited

him when I was prefent, to confult him on the fub-

jedt of Methodifm, to which they were inclined.

* Come, (faid he,) you pretty fools, dine with

Maxwell and me at the Mitre, i!nd we will talk

.over that fubjed ;' which they did, and after din-

ner he took one of them upon his knee, and fondled

her for half an hour together.

" Upon a vifit to me at a country lodging near

Twickenham, he afked what fort of fociety I had

there. I told him, but indifferent; as they

chiefly confided of opulent traders, retired from

bufinefs. He faid, he never much liked that clals

of people ; * For, Sir, (faid he,) they have loll

the civility of tradefmen, without acquiring the

manners of gentlemen.*

" Johnfon was much attached to London : he

't)bferved, that a man ilored his mind better there,

than any where elfe ; and that in remote fituations

a man's body might be feaftcd, but his mind was

ftarved, and his faculties apt to degenerate, from

want of exercife and competition. No place, (he

faid,) cured a man*s vanity or arrogance, fo well

as London ; for as no man was either great or good

ferje^ but as compared with others not fo good or

great, he was fure to find in the metropolis many
his equals, and fome his fuperiours. Me obferved,

that a man in London was in lefs danger of falling

in love indifcrectly, than any where clfcj for there

P p 2 the
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1770- the difficulty of deciding between the conflidling

^J^J*"^ pretenfions of a vaft variety of objedls, kept him
fafe. He told me, that he had frequently been

offered country preferment, if he would confent to

take orders; but he could not leave the improved

fociety of the capital, or confent to exchange the

exhilarating joys and fplendid decorations of pub-

lick life, for the obfcurity, infipidity, and uniformity

of remote fituatjons.

" Speaking of Mr. Harte, Canon of Windfor,

and writer of ^ Tlie Hifbory of Guflavus Adol-

phus,' he much commended him as a fcholar, and

a man of the mod companionable talents he had

ever known. He faid, the defedts in his hiftory

proceeded not from imbecilhty, but from fop-

pery.

" He loved, he faid, the old black letter books;

they were rich in matter, though their flyle was in-

elegant; wonderfully fo, confidering how conver-

fant the writers were with the beft models of

antiquity.

" Burton's ^ Anatomy of Melancholy,' he faid,

was the only book that ever took him out of bed

two hours fooner than he wifhed to rife.

" He frequently exhorted me to fet about writing

a Hiftory of Ireland, and archly remarked, there

had been fome good Irifh writers, and that one

Irifhman might at leaft afpire to be equal to ano-

ther. He had great compaffion for the miferies

and diftrefles of the Irifh nation, particularly the

Papifts ; and feverely reprobated the barbarous

debilitating policy of the Britifh government,

which, he faid, was the moft deteftable mode of

perfecution*
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pcrfecution. To a gentleman, who hinted fuch '77°-

policy nnight be neccfilary to fuppoit the authority '^^^^.61.

of the Englifh governnnent, he replied by faying,

* Let the authority of the Englifh government

peiifh, rather than be maintained by iniquity.

Better would ic be to reflrain the turbulence of the

natives by the authority of the fword, and to make
them amenable to law and juflice by an effectual

and vigorous police, than to grind th^m to powder

by all manner of difabilicics and incapacities. Bet-

ter (faid he,) to hang or drown people at once,

than by an unrelenting pcrfecution to beggar and

ftarve them/ The moderation and humanity of

the prefent times have, in fome meafure, juftified

the wifdom of his obfervations.

" Dr. Johnfon was often accufed of prejudices,

nay, antipathy, with regard to the natives of Scot«

land. Surely, fo illiberal a prejudice never en-

tered his mind: and it is well known, many na-

tives of that refpedable country pofiTelTed a large

fliare in his efteem; nor were any of them ever

«rxcluded from his good offices, as far as opportu-

nity permitted. True it is, he confidered the

Scotch, nationally, as a crafty, defigning people,

eagerly attentive to their own intereft, and too apt

to overlook the claims and pretenfions of other

people. * While they confine their benevolence,

in a manner, excKifively to thofe of their own
country, they expedl to fhare in the good offices of

other people. Now (faid Johnfon,) this principle

is either right or wrong i if right, we (hould do

well to imitate fuch condu(fl; if wrong, we cannot

too much dctcll it.*

P p J " Being



5^2 THELIFEOF
1770. Being folicited to compofe a funeral fermonfor

J£,t^i^^^[
t^i^ daughter of a tradefman, he naturally enquired

into the charadter of the deceafed ; and being told

fhe was remarkable for her humility and conde-

fcenfion to inferiours, he obferved, that thofe were

very laudable qualities, but it might not be fo eafy

to difcover who the lady's inferiours were.

" Of a certain player he remarked, that his

converfation ufually threatened and announced

more than it performed 5 that he fed you with a

condnual renovation of hope, to end in a conftant

fuccefiion of difappointment.

" When cxafperated by contradidion, he was

apt to treat his opponents with too much acrimony

:

as, * Sir, you don't fee your way through that

queflion :'—^ Sir, you talk the language of igno-

rance.' On my obferving to him that a certain

gentleman had remained filent the whole evening,

in the midfl of a very brilliant and learned fociety^^

< Sir, (faid he,) the converfation overflowed, and

drowned him.'

"His philofophy, though auftere and folemn^

was by no means morofe and cynical, and never

blunted the laudable fenfibilities of his charader,

or exempted him from the influence of the tender

paiTions. Want of tendernefs, he always alledged,

was want of parts, and was no lefs a proof of

flupidity than depravity.

" Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who publifhed

<^ An Eight Day's Journey from London to

Portfm.outh," " Jonas, (faid he,) acquired fome

reputation by travelling abroad, but loft it all by

travelling at home.

"Of
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*'Of the pafTion of love he remarked, that its '77^-

violence and ill effedls were much exaggerated ; ^tat. 61.

for who knows any real fufFerings on that head,

more than from the exorbitancy of any other

paftion ?

" He much commended ' Law's Serious Call,*

which he faid was the fine(V piece of hortatory theo-

logy in any language. ' Law (faid he) fell lat-

terly into the reveries of Jacob Behmen, whom
Law alledged to have been fomewhat in the fame

fl:are with St. Paul, and to have ktix unutterable

things. Were it even fo, (faid Johnfon,) Jacob

would have refcmbled St. Paul ftill more, by not

attempting to utter them.'*

" He obferved, that the eftabliihed clergy in

general did not preach plain enough; and that

polifhed periods and glittering fcntences flew over

jthe heads of the common people, without any im-

prefllon upon their hearts. Something might be

necefiary, he obferved, to excite the affeclions of

jthe common people, who were funk in languor

and lethargy, and therefore he fuppofed that the

new concomitants of methodifm might probably

produce fo defirable an effed. The mind, like

^he body, hjc obferved, delighted in change and

novelty, and even in religion itfelf, courted new
appearances and modifications. Whatever might

be thought of fome mcthodift teachers, he faid, he

could fcarccly doubt the fmcerity of that man, who
travelled nine hundred miles in a month, and

preached twelve times a week; for no adequate

reward, merely temporal, could be given for fuch

indefatigable labour.

P p 4 "Of
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JVo^ "Of Dr. Prieflley's theological works, he re-

peat. 6i
""^^[^^^^^ that they tended to unfettle every thing,
and yet fettled nothing.

" He was much affefted by the death of his
mother, and wrote to me to come and afTift him
to compofe his mind, which indeed I found ex-
tremely agitated. He lamented that all ferioiis
and religious converfation was banilhcd from the
fociety of men, and yet great advantages might be
derived from it. Ail acknowledged, he faid, what
hardly ^ny body pradiifed, the obligation we were
under of making the concerns of eternity the
governing principles of our lives. Every 'man,
he obferved, at laft wiflies for recreat : he fees his
expeaations fruflrated in the world, and begins to
wean himfelf from it, and to prepare for everlaft-
ing feparation.

*' He obferved, that the influence of London
now extended every where, and that from all man-
ner ofcommunication being opened, there fhortiy
would be no remains of the ancient fimphcity, or
places of cheap retreat to be found.

" He was no admirer of blank-verfe, and faid it

always failed, unlefs fuftained by the dignity of the
fubjea. In blank-verfe, he faid, the language
fuffered more diftortion, to keep it out of prole,
than any inconvenience or hmitation to be appre-
hended from the Ihackies and circumfpedion of
rhyme.

" He reproved me once for faying grace without
niention of the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and hoped in future I would be more mindful of
the apoftolical injunction.

*^Hc
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" He refufed to go out of a room before me at '77o-

Mr. Langton's houfe, faying, he hoped he knew ^JJ^JTZT.

his rank better than to prefume to take place of a

Dodor in Divinity. 1 mention fuch little anec-

dotes, merely to fhew the peculiar turn and habit

of his mind.

" He ufed frequently to obferve, that there was

more to be endured than enjoyed, in the general

condition of human lite^ and frequently quoted

thofc lines of Dryden :

^* Strange cozenage ! none would live pad years

again,

* Yet all hope pleafure from what dill remain.'

For his part, he faid, he never pafled that week

in his life which he would wilh to repeat, were an

angel to make the propofal to him.

" He was of opinion, that the Englifli nation

cultivated both their foil and their reafon better

than any other people ; but admitted that the

French, though not the higheft, perhaps, in any

department of literature, yet in every department

were very high. Intelie(5lual pre-eminence, he

obfcrved, was the higheft fuperiority -, and that

every nation derived their higheft reputation from

the fplcndour and dignity of their writers. VoU
taire, he faid, was a good narrator, and that his

principal merit confifted in a happy fclc(5lion and

arrangement of circumftanccs.

" Speaking of the P rench novels, compared

with Richardfon's, he faid they might be pretty

t)aubles, but a wren was not an eagle.

3 ^^
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jj-j ^ Latii) converfation with the Pere Bofco-

JEm, 01. ^^^^> ^^ ^he houfe of Mrs. Cholmondelcy, I hear4

him maintain the fuperiority of Sir Ifaac Newton
over all foreign philofophers, with a dignity and

eloquence that furprized that learned foreigner.

It being obferved to him, that a rage for every

thing Englifh prevailed qnuch in P>ance after Lord

Ghatham*s glorious war, he faid, he did not won-

der at it, for that we had drubbed thofe fellows into

a proper reverence for us, and that their nationa)

petulance required periodical chaftifement.

*^Lord Lytteiton's Dialogues, he deemed a

nugatory performance, f That man (faid he,)

fat down to write a book, to tell the world what

the world had all his hfe been telling him.'

'^ Somebody obferving fhat the Scotch High-

landers in the year 1745^ had made furprizing

efforts, confidering their numerous wants and dif-

advantages: ' Yes, Sir, (faid he,) their wants

were nurrerous ; but you have not mentioned the

greated of them all,— the want of law.'

'' Speaking of the inward lights to which fome

methodiils pretended, he faid, it was a principle

utterly incompatible with focial or civil fecurity.

^ If a man (faid he) pretends to a principle of

adlion of which I can know nothing, nay, not

fo much as that he has it, but only that he pretends

to \t; how can I tell what that perfon may be

prompted to do ? When a perfon. profefTes to be

governed by a written afcertained law, I can then

know where to find him.'

" The poem of Fingal, he faid, v/as a mere

UncoTineded rhapfody, a tirefome repetition of

the
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the fame images. ' In vain (hall we look for die ,J^^
lucidus ordoy where there is neither end or objed, iEtat.6i.^

defign or moral, tiec certa recurrit imago'

" Being afked by a young nobleman, what was

become of the gallantry and military fpirit of the

old Engliai nobihty, he replied, ' Why, my Lord,

ril tell you what is become of it; it is gone into

the city to look for a fortune.'

" Speaking of a dull tirefome fellow, whom he

chanced to meet, he faid, ' That fellow feems to

me to poiGTefs but one idea, and that is a wrong

one

Much enquiry having been made concerning

a gentleman who had quitted a company where

Jolinfon was, and no information being obtained;

at laft Johnfon obferved, that ' he did not care to

fpeak ill of any man behind his back, but he be-

lieved the gendeman was an attorney:

" He fpoke with much contempt of the notice

taken of Woodhoufe, the poetical fhoemaker.

He faid, it was all vanity and childifhnefs ;
and

that fuch objedb were, to thofe who patronifed

them, mere mirrours of their own fuperiority.

« They had better (faid he,) furnifh the man with

good implements for his trade, than raife fub-

fcriptions for his poems. He may make an ex-

cellent (hoemaker, but can never make a good

poet. A fchool-boy^s exercife may be a pretty

thing for afchool-boy; but it is no treat for a

man.'
* « Sp' l^...;^... Boctius, who was the favourite

writer of the middle ages, he faid it was very fur-

nrizing, that upon fuch a fubjea, and in fuch a
•*

fituation.
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fitiiatlon, he fhould be magis philofophus qiiam

Cbriftianus,

" Speaking of Arthur Murphy, whom he very

much loved, < I don*t know (faid he,) that Arthur
can be claiTed with the very firil dramatick writers;

yet at prefcnt I doubt much whether we have any

thing fuperiour to Arthur.'

*' Speaking of the national debt, he faid, it v/as

an idle dream to fuppofe that the country could

fmk under it. Let the publick creditors be ever

fo clamorous, the intereft of millions mud ever

prevail over that of thoufands.

" Of Dr. Kennicott's Collations, he obferved,

that though the text fhould not be much mended
thereby, yet it was no fmall advantage to know,
that we had as good a text as the mod confummate
indudry and diligence could procure.

" Johnfon obferved, that fo many obiedions

might be made to every thing, that nothing could

overcome them but the necefllty of doing fome-
thing. No man would be of any profelTion, as

fimply oppofed to not being of it : but every one
mud do fomething.

" He remarked, that a London paridi was a

very comfortlefs thing ; for the clergyman feldom

knew the face of one out of ten of his parifliioners.

" Of the late Mn Mallet he fpoke with no
great refped : faid, he was ready for any dirty

]ob: that he had wrote againd Byng at the indiga-

tion of the minidry, and was equally ready to

write for him, provided he found his account

in it.

*^ A gentleman
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*' A gentleman who had been very unhappy in 1770.

marriage, married immediately after his wife died :

Johnfon faid, it was the triumph of hope over

experience.

" He obferved, that a man of fenfe and educa-

tion fhould meet a fuitable companion in a wife.

It was a miferable thing when the converfatioa

could only be fuch as, whether the mutton fhould

be boiled or roafted, and probably a difpute about

that.

" He did not approve of late marriages, ob-

ferving, that more was loft in point of time, than

compenfated for by any pofTible advantages. Even
ill alforted marriages were preferable to cheerlefs

celibacy.

" Of old Sheridan he remarked, that he neither

wanted parts nor literature j but that his vanity and

Quixotifm obfcured his merits.

" He faid, foppery was never cured ; it was

the bad ftamina of the mind, which, like thofc

of the body, were never re6lified : once a cox-

comb, and always a coxcomb.
" Being told that Gilbert Cowper called him the

Caliban of literature ; * Weil, (faid he,) I muft

dub him the Punchinello.'

" Speaking of the old Earl of Corke and Orrery,

' he faid, * that man fpent his life in catching at an

obje(5l, [literary eminence,] which he had not power

to grafp/

** To find a fubftitution for violated morality,

he faid, was the leading feature in all pcrverfions

of religion."

He
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^' He ofcen ufed to quote, with great pathos,

tliofe fine lines of virgil i

* Optima qu^que dies mijeris mortalibUs ^vi

* Primafugit i Juheunt morbid triftijqiieJene5iuSf

* Et labori et dura rapt indementia mortis.*

j£tat. 62, In 1 77 1 he publifhed another political pam-
phlet, entitled " Thoughts on the late Tranf-

adions refpedling Falkland's Iflands," in which,

upon materials furnifhed to him by miniftry, and

upon general topicks expanded in his richell ftyle,

he fuccefsfully endeavoured to perfuade the nation

that it was wife and laudable to fufFer the queftion

of right to remain undecided, rather than involve

our country in another war. It has been fuggefted

by fome, with what truth I fhall not take upon

me to decide, that he rated the confequence of

thofe iflands to Great-Britain too low. But how-

ever this may be, every humane mind mud furely

applaud the earneftnefs with which he averted the

calamity of war; a calamity fo dreadful, that it is

aftonifliing how civilifed, nay, Chriftian nations,

can deliberately continue to renew it. His de-

fcription of its miferics in this pamphlet, is one of

the fineil pieces of eloquence in the Engliflj lan-

guage. Upon this occafion, too, we find Johnfort

lafliing the party in oppofition with unbounded

fcverity, and making the fuUeft ufe of what he

ever reckoned a mofc efFedual argumentative in-

ftrument,—contempt. His charader of their

very able myfterious champion, Junius, is executed

with
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with all the force of his genius, and finifhed widi ^T?'-

the highefl: care. He feems to have exulted in ^t^t. 62.

Tallying forth to Tingle combat againfl: the boafted

aad formidable hero, who bade defiance to '^ prin-

xipalities and powers, and the rulers of this

world."

This pamphlet, it is obfervable, was foftened

in one particular, after the firfl edition 3 for the

conclufion of Mr. George Grenville's charadler

Hood thus : " Let him not, however, be depre-

ciated in his grave. He had powers not univer-

fally polTefled : could he have enforced payment

of the Manilla ranfom, he could have counted it.'*

Which, inilead of retaining its fly fharp point, was

reduced to a mere flat unmeaning exprelfion, or,

if I may ufe the word,

—

truifm : " He had powers

not univerfally poifeflTed: and if he fometimes

erred, he was likewife fomenmes right."

Mr. Strahan, the printer, who had been long in

intimacy with Johnfon, in the courfe of his literary

labours, who was at once his friendly agent in

receiving his penfion for him, and his banker in

fupplying him with money when he wanted it;

who was himfelf now a Member of Parliament,

and who loved much to be employed in political

ncgociation ; thought he fliould do eminent fer-

vicc, both to government and Johnfon, if he could

be the means of his getting a feat in the Houfe of

Comm.ons. With this view, he wrote a letter to

one of the Secretaries of the Treafury, of which he

gave me a copy in his own hand-writing, which i'i

as follows

;
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« Sir,

" YOU will eafily recoiled, when I had the

honour of waiting upon you feme tinae ago, I took

the liberty to obferve to you, that Dr. Johnfon

would make an excellent figure in the I Joufe of

Commons, and heartily wifhed he had a feat there.

My reafons are briefly thefe t

<* I know his perfe<51: good afFedlion to his Ma-^

jefty, and his government, which I am certain

he wiflies to fupport by every means in his

power.

" He poflefles a great fhare of manly, nervous,

and ready eloquence ; is quick in difcerning the

ftrength and weaknefs of an argument -, can ex-

prefs himfelf with clearnefs and precifion, and fears

the face of no man alive.

" His known chara6ler, as a man of extraor-

dinary fenfe and unimpeached virtue, would fecure

him the attention of the Houfe, and could not fail

to give him a proper weight there.

" He is capable of the greateft application, and

can undergo any degree of labour, v;here he fees

it neceflary, and where his heart and afFe6lions are

ftrongly engaged. His Majefty's minifters might

therefore fecurely depend on his doing, upon every

proper occafion, the utmoft that could be expeded

from him. They would find him ready to vindi-

cate fuch meafures as tended to promote the {labi-

lity of government, and refolute and iieady in car-

rying them into execution. Nor is any thing to

be apprehended from the fuppofed impetuoficy pf

his
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his temper. To the friends of the King you will

find him a lamb, to his enemies a lion. Mtsit^,
" For thefe reafons, I humbly apprehend that he

^vould be a very able and ufeful member. And I

will venture to fay, the employment would not be

difagreeable to him; and knowings as I do, his

flrong afFedtion to the King, his ability to fervc

him in that capacity, and the extreme ardour with

which I am convinced he would engage in that

fervice, I mull repeat, that I wifh mofl heartily to

fee him in the Houfe.
" If you think this worthy of attention> you will

be pleafed to take a convenient opportunity of

mentioning it to Lord North. If his Lordfhip

Ihould happily approve of it, I fhall have the fatis-

fadlion of having been, in fome degree, the hum-
ble inftrument ofdoing my country, in my opinion,

a very eiTential fervice. I know your good-nature,

and your zeal for the publick welfare, will plead

my excufe for giving you this trouble. I am, with

the greateft refpedt. Sir,

" Your mod obedient and humble fervant,

Xcw.ftrcct, William Strahan.*'
Jvjarch jo» 177 1.

This recommendation, we know, was not effec-

tual ; but how, or for what reafon, can only be

conjectured. It is not to be believed that Mr»

Strahan would have applied, unlefs Johnfon had

approved of it. I never heard him mention the

fubje6l ; but at a later period of his life, when Sir

Jofhua Reynolds told him that Mr. Edmund
Burke had faid, that if he had come early into

V'uL. I. Q^q parlian^nt.
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parliament, he certainly would have been tli«

greateft Ipeaker that ever was there, Johnfon ex-

claimed, " I fhould like to try my hand now."

It has been much agitated among his friends

and others, whether he would have been a power-

ful fpeakcr in Parliament, had he been brought

in when advanced in life. I am inclined to think,

that his extenfive knowledge, his quicknefs and

force of mind, his vivacity and richnefs of expref-

fion, his wit and humour, and above all his poig-

nancy of farcafm, would have had great effeift in

a popular aflemblyi and that the magnitude of

his figure, and ftriking peculiarity of his manner,

would have aided the effedl. But I remember it

was obferved by Mr. Flood, that Johnfon having

been long ufed to fententious brevity and the fhort

lights of converfation, might have failed in that

continued and expanded kind of argument, which

is requifite in Hating complicated matters in pub-

lick fpeaking ; and as a proof of this he mentioned

the fuppofed Ipeeches in Parliament written by him
for the magazine, none of which, in his opinion,

were at all like real debates. The opinion of one

who was himfelf fo eminent an orator, mull be al-

lowed to have great weight. It was confirmed by

Sir William Scott, who mentioned, that Johnfon

had told him, that he had feveral times tried to

fpeak in the Society of Arts and Sciences, but
** had found he could not get on.'* From Mr.

William Gerrard Hamilton I have heard, that

Johnfon, when obferving to him that it was pru-

dent for a man who had not been accuflomed to

fpeak in publicly, to begin his fpeech in as fimple a

manner
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manner as pofTible, acknowledged that he rofe in '77^-

that fociety to deliver a fpeech which he had pre- ^tat. 62.

pared ; " but (faid he,) all my flowers of oratory

forfook me." I however cannot help wifhing,

that he had *^ tried his hand" in parliament \ and

I wonder that miniflry did not make the experiment.

I at length renewed a correfpondence which had

been too long di [continued

:

To Dr. Johnson.

Edinburgh, April 18, 1771,

" My dear Sir,

" I CAN now fully underfland thofe intervals

of filence in your correfpondence with me, which

have often given me anxiety and uneafinefs ; for

although I am confcious that my veneration and

love for Mr. Johnfon have never in the leaft abated,

yet I have deferred for almoft a year and a half to

write to him."

In tiie fubfequent part of this letter, I gave him

an account of my comfortable life as a married

man, and a lawyer in pradice at the Scotch bar

;

invited him to Scotland, and promifed to attend

him to the Highlands^ and Hebrides.

To James Boswell, Efq.

" Dear Sir,

" IF you are now able to comprehend that I

might neglcdt to write without diminution of aflcc-

lion, you have uught mc, likcwifc, how that

Q^q 2 neglcdt
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177^- negle6l may be uneafily felt without refentitient.

I wifhed for your letter a long time, and when it

came, it amply recompenfed the delay. I never

was fo much pleafed as now with your account of

yourfelf ; and fincerely hope, that between pub-

lick bufinefs, improving ftudies, and domeftick

plcafures, neither melancholy nor caprice will find

any place for entrance. Whatever philofophy may
determine of material nature, it is certainly true of

intelle6tual nature, that it abhors a vacuum: our

minds cannot be empty ; and evil will break in

upon them, if they are not pre-occupied by good.

My dear Sir, mind your ftudies, mind your bufi-

nefs, make your lady happy, and be a good Chrif-

tian. After this.

t
triftitiam et metus

* 'Tradesfrotervis in mare Creticum

* Fortare ventis.

^

" If we perform our duty, we ihall be fafe and

ftcady, ' Sive fery &c, whether we climb the

Highlands, or are toft among the Hebrides ; and

I hope the time vdll come when we may try our

powers both with cliffs and water. I fee but little

q( Lord Elibank, I know not why ; perhaps by

my own fault. I am this day going into StafFord-

fhire and Derbyftiire for fix weeks.

*^ I am, dear Sir,

" Your moft afFedlionate,

" And moft humble fervant,

«« London, June 20, 1^71. Sam. JohnsON.''
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To Sir Joshua Reynolds, /;/ Lelcefter-fields,

" Dear Sir,

« WHEN I came to Lichfield, I foiand

that my portrait had been much vifited, and much
admired. Every man has a lurking vvifh to appear

confiderable in his native place; and I was pleafed

with the dignity conferred by fuch a teftimony of

your regard.

" Be pleafed, therefore, to accept the thanks

of. Sir,

** Your mod obliged

*' And moll humble fervant,

•* Afhboum in Dcrbyfhire, SaM. JohnsOX.
July 17. 1771.

" Compliments to Mifs Reynolds."

7i Dr. Johnson.

" My dear Sir, Edinburgh, July 27, 1771.

"THE bearer of this, Mr. Beattie, Pro-

feflbr of Moral Philofophy at Aberdeen, is defir-

ous of being introduced to your acquaintance.

His genius and learning, and labours in the fer-

vice of virtue and religion, render him very wor-

thy of it ; and as he has a high efteem of your

charadler, 1 hope you will give him a fiivourablc

reception. I ever am, &c.
" James Boswell,"

In 06lober I again wrote to him, thanking him

for his lad letter, and his obliging reception of

Mr. Beattie \ informing him that 1 had been at

Qj\ 3 Alnwick
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'77I* Alnwick lately, and had good accounts of him from

JEm.62, Dr. Percy.

In his religious record of this year, we obferve

that he was better than ufual, both in body and

mind, and better fatisfied with the regularity of

his conduct. But he is ftill " trying his ways"

too rigoroufly. He charges himfelf with not rifing

early enough j yet he mentions what was furely a

fufficicnt excufe for this, fuppofing it to be a duty

ferioufly required, as he all his life appears to have

thought it. " One great hindrance is want of

reft ; my nodurnal complaints grow lefs trouble-

fome towards morning ; and 1 am tempted to re-

'pair the deficiencies of the night ^'' Alas ! how
hard would it be if this indulgence were to be im-

puted to a fick man as a crime. In his retrofpedt

en the following Eafter- eve, he fays, '' When I

review the iaft year, 1 am able to recollect fo lit-

tle done, that fhame and forrow, though perhaps

too weakly, come upon me." Had he been judg-

ing of any one elfe in the fame circumftances, how
clear would he have been on the favourable fide.

How very difficult, and in my opinion almoft con-

flitutionally impofTible it was for him to be raifed

early, even by the flrongeft refolutions, appears

from a note in one of his little paper-books, (con-

taining words arranged for his Dictionary,) written,

I fuppofe, about 1753: "1 do not remember

f:hat (ince I left Oxford, I ever rofe early by mere

choice, but once or twice at Edial, and two or

three times for the Rambler." I think he ha4

* Prayers and Meditatk>ns, p, loi.

fair
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fairground enough to have quieted Jiis mind on *772.

this lubjed:, by concluding that he was phyfically l^tau ^
incapable of what is at beft but a commodious

regulation.

In 1772 he was altogether quiefcent as an au-

thour ; but it will be found, from the various evi-

dences which I fhall bring together, that his mind
was acute, lively, and vigorous.

'To Sir Joshua Reynolds,

" Dear Sir,

" Be pleafed to fend to Mr. Banks, whofe

place of refidence I do not know, this note, which

I have fent open, that, if you pleafe, you may
read it.

" When you fend it, do not ufe your own feal,

<^ I am. Sir,

" Your mod humble fervant,
f* Feb. 2;, 1772. Sam. Johnson."

To Joseph Banks, Efq.

" Perpetua ambita his terra pramia la5lis

" liac babet altrici Caprajemnda Jovis'^.'*

"Sir,
" I RETURN thanks to you and to Dr. Solander

for the plcafurc wl/irh 1 received in ycfterday's

• 'I'hus tranflated hy a fricntl.

«* In fame fcarcc fccond to the niirfe of Jove,

*• This Goat, who twice the world had travcrs'd round,

i* Dc-r rs care and love,

••L
^ ^ uu re now has found,"

convcrfation.
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1772. convcrfatlon. I could not recolle<5l a motto for

your Goat, but have given her one. You, Sir,

may perhaps have an epick poem froni fome hap-

pier pen than. Sir,

'' Your mod humble fervant,

«« JohnfonVcourt, Fleet- SaM. JOHNSON.*'
ftreet, Feb. 27, 1772.

To Dr, Johnson.

" My dear Sir,

" I T is hard that I cannot prevail on you

to write to me oftener. But I am convinced that

it is in vain to expe6l from you a private corre-

fpondence with any regularity. I mud, therefore,

look upon you as a fountain of wifdom, from

whence few rills are communicated to a diftance,

and v/hich mud be approached at its fource, to

partake fully of its virtues.******
**' I am coming to London foon, and am to ap-

pear in an appeal from the Court of Sefllon in the

Houfe of Lords. A fchoolmafter in Scotland was,

by a court of inferiour ]urifdi6lion, deprived of

his office, for being fomewhat fevere in the chaftife-

ment of his fcholars. The Court of SefTion con-

lidering it to be dangerous to the interefl of learn-

ing and education, to lefTen the dignity of teachers,

and make them afraid of too indulgent parents,

inftigated by the complaints of their children, re-

ftored him. His enemies have appealed to the

Houfe of Lords, . though the falary is only twenty

pounds a year. I was Counfel for him here. I

hope
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hope there will be little fear of a reverfal; but I H/^-

mud beg to have your aid in my plan of Ripport- ^j^j^ ^^,

ing the decree. It is a general queflion, and not a

point of particular law.

* * * * *

" I am, Sec.

*^ Jamls Boswell."

To James Boswell, E/q.

" Dear Sir,

"THAT you are coming {o foon to town

1 am very glad ; and ftill more glad that you are

coming as an advocate. I think nothing mor^
likely to make your life pafs happily away, than

that confcioufnels of your own value which emi-

nence in your profefiion will certainly confer. If

I can give you any collateral help, I hope you do

not fufped that it will be wanting. My kindnefs

for you has neither the merit of lingular virtue,

nor the reproach of fingular prejudice. Whether
to love you be right or wrong, I have many on my
fide : Mrs. Thrale loves you, and Mrs. Williams

loves you, and what would have inclined me to love

you^ if I had been neutral before, you are a great

favourite of Dr. Bcattie.

" Of Dr. Bcattie I fhould have thought much,
.

but that his lady * 'puts him out of my head : Ihe

a very lovely woman.
"The

•
i iiC iiiii «.;d fccoi.^ .v.,u; .,, of this edition having, in order

Tupply the publick demand fpccdily, been put to prcfs at the

lifnc time, •

r to which the following letter from my
fricni Dr. L . -iJc« (fee Vol. II. p. 3,) was primed off

before
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>at lluppole you will ealily

find it. Dr. Johnfon fays, fpeaking of Mrs. Thrale's family,

** Dr. BesLttie/unk upon us that he was married, or words to that

purpofe. I am not furc that I underftand funk upon us, which

is a very uncommon phrafe : but it feems to me to imply, (and

others, I find, have underftood it in the fame fenfe) Jiudioujly

concealedfrom us his being married. Now, Sir, this was by no

means the cafe. I could have no motive to conceal a circum-

france, of which I never was nor can be afhamed ; and of which

Dr. Johnfon feemed to think, when he afterwards became ac-

quainted with Mrs. Beattie, that I had, as was true, reafon to

be proud. So far was I from concealing her, that my wife had

at that time almoft as numerous an acquaintance in London as I

had myfelf ; and was, not very long after, kindly invited and

elegantly entertained at Streatham by Mr. and Mrs. Thrale.

My requeft, therefore, is, that you would redlify this matter

in your new edition. You are at liberty to make what ufe yon

pleafe of this letter.

My beft wilhes ever attend you and your family. Believe mc
to be, with the utmoft regard and efteem, dear Sir,

•^ Your obliged and afFe(flionate humble fervant,

J. Beattie."

i have from ray refpedl, for Dr. Beattie, and regard to his

extreme fenfibility, inferted the foregoing letter, though I can-

not but wonder at his confidering as any imputation a phrafe

commonly ufed amoj^g the beft friends*

6 «Mj
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" My health grows better, yet I am not fully '772.

recovered. I believe it is held, that men do not
j£^^^^ 5^^

recover very fad after threefcore. I hope yet to fee

Beattie's College : and have not given up the

weftern voyage. But however all this rnay be or

not, let us try to make each other happy when wc

meet, and not refer our pleafure to diftant times or

diftant place's.

" How comes it that you tell me nothing of

your lady ? I hope to fee her fome time, and till

then fhall be glad to hear of her.

" 1 ^m, dear Sir, &c.
*' March i;, 1772. Sam. Johnson.**

Tl? B E N N E T L A N G T o N, Efq, near Spiljhy^ Un-
cobiJJjire,

" Dear Sir,

" I CONGRATULATE you and Lady Rothes*

on your little man, and hope you will all be many
years happy together.

" Poor Mifs Langton can have litde part in the

joy of her family. She this day called her aunc

I .angton to receive the facrament with her -, and

made me talk ycfterday on fuch fubjeds as fuit her

condition. It will probably be her viaticum. I

furely need not mention again that flie willies to

fee her mother. I am, Sir,

** Your mod humble fervant,

vTarchi4, 1772- S ^ ^^ TonNSON."

' Mr. Langion married the Countcfs Dou .i^cr 01 Rothes.

THE fND OF THB FIRST VOLUME.
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